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INTRODUCTION 



At the preseat moment, when the ftdlities of tra- 
velling have )>een multiplied so vastly by the disco- 
veries made withm our own reooneetion, and when 
time and space seem almost anniliilati^d by the gigan- 
tic power of the steam-engine, the attention of the 
public is naturally attracted every 4ay more and more 
to the East, and to those countries boidering the 
shores of the MediterraneaUi which the ancient and 
inodera historian have alike rendered so interesting. 

Many, desirous of visiting the venerable ruins 
which still exist in those classic lands, and of person- 
ally examining the striking peculi^ities. oi custom, 
and habits, which distinguish the Orientals 6om the 
Europeans, are deterred from satisfying their curiosity 
by die supposed difficulty of the enterprise and the 
want of information as to the mode of travelling and 
the length of time requisite for the journey. Much 
oi our most valuable knowledge relative to Eastern 
countries is sealed vip in unwieldy quartos, and lies 
buried under a mass of learned discussion and anti- 
quarian reaeaich* lo those different volumes^ the 
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ancient names of provinces, mountains^ rivers, and 
piomotitories have been determined, the latitude and 
longitude accurately ascertained, antique marbles de- 
scribed, the plans and measures of buildings taken, 
their history and the nature of their construction 
minutely given, inscriptions copied, and coins learn- 
edly criticised. Many smaller and more unpretend- 
ing works, recently published, give sketches of the 
present political condition of the Orientalists, of the 
late changes in their government, and some illustia- 
tions of national characteristics and peculiarities. 

The traveller, therefore, desirous of making the , 
tour of the Mediterranean, of visiting the most re- 
markable of the ruins, tlie most interesting of the 
modern cities and, some of the most renowned sites 
of antiquity, is obliged to dive into many ponderous 
tomes to obtain the necessary information. On 
Greece, Constantinople, Asia Minor, and Sjrria, he 
hnds various volumes displaying much classic learn- 
ing, though frequently but little information on the 
mode of txaveUing, on the best route to take, or on 
the time occupied between the different halting 
places. 

The following volumes are descriptive of a tour 
from Malta round the Mediterranean to Damascus 
and Palmyra, two of the most interesting places in 
the East; the one remarkable for the beauty of its 
environs, its striking oriental aspect, its magnitude 
and antiquity, and the peculiar characteristics of its 
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native population; the other for its bhiiiaut and ro- 
mantic history, its magnificent rains, and their eztnu 
ordinary position on the edge of the great Syrian 
'desert. 

The &rst volume treats of the route to ttie coast of 
Syria, by way of Constantinople, and portrays the 
sad state of Greece^ under Bavarian misrule, its im- 
poTerished condition and its desolate aspect, Fnit 
quondam Gra&cia, fuerunt in Grsecia Atheu»,nunc 
neqoe Athense, neque in ipsS Grsecid, GiSBcia est;'' the 
antiquities and curiosities of " the city of the Sultan" 
are described; and the route thence through the andent 
Bithynia and Phrygia to Sardis, once the capital of 
the kingdom of Lydia, and to Magnesia, one of the 
. most populous and wealthy of the oriental towns, 
but little visited by Europeans. The journey then 
proceeds through the Grecian islands to Rhodes and 
Cyprus. 

The second volume commences with a description 
of Syria; of the range of Mount Lebanon and its in- 
habitants; of the camp of Ibrahim Pasha, and of the 
court and castle of the Emir Beshir, the prince of the 
Druses; of the ruins of Baalbec, and of the route to 
Damascus. 

This, the ancient capital of Syria, one of the wealth- 
iest, and most populous, of oriental cities, has been 
scantily and insufficiendy described by the few who 
have visited it. The fanaticism and bigotry of the 
inhabitants, have rendered it, until of late, an un- 
pleasant and rather insecure sojourn for the Eun^ean, 
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aud liavQ piesent^d imuperabk obstacles to the grati- 

fiortiouof <9iirio«|it]ri»qdto a ^ inteieouirse with th^ 

difl'erent classes and grades of the population. The 
lawless and intolerant spirit of the people has, how- 

ever, been lately happily cheeked by the vigorous 

and impartial administration of the new goYemment 

under Ibrahinj Pasha; and the establiphment of a 
British Consul General^ an4 the consequent residence 
of some Englisli merchants in the city, have accus- 
tomed the population to the sight of Franks, and di- , 
minished many prejudices formerly entertained against 
Europeans. 

It was the author's fortune to visit Damascus with 
a large party of his countrymen, to occupy for some 
weeks one of the handsomest villas in the enTirons, 
and to meet with many ^ovel evepts and circum- 
stances, which may prove, perhaps, not unainusing to 
the English reader. 

Through the kindness of the British Consul Gene- 
ral, aud t>y means of his in^uence with a tribe of 
Bedouin Arabs who pasture their flocks in the desert 
bordering J)amascus, he was enabled, with his com- 
panions, to make the excursion from Damascus across 
the desert to Palmyra. 

The celebrated ruins of that once flourishing city 
f^e^itetbe wonder of the traveller, and transiijj^ 
his admiration by the peculiarity of their position, 
their extent, and their magnificence. Little has o( 
late been written on Palmyra, and the descriptions 
that have aj^eared since the publication of thiQ vulu- 
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able papers of the British merchants, who first dis- 
coTered the rains in 1691, are very meagre and very 
unimportant. The splendid architectural drawings of 
MesBTS* Wood and Dawkins, published in 1760, give 
a happy idea of their pristine splendor, and oi the 
extreme beauty and taste of their ornamental archi- 
tecture. 

The rise and iali of this oqoe fistmed capital of the 
East, are most striking^ and the life of its lovely and 
unfortunate queen forms one of the most romantic 
episodes of history. 

But it is not Palmyra alone, or the associations and 
recollections connected with it, that attract tlie travel- 
ler to these reUcs of ancient glory and of past great- 
ness. The journey thither, through a wild, deserted, 
and extraordinary country, such as few can have a 
conception of who have been iamiUar only with the 
cultivated fields and the highly populated districts of 
Europe, and the acquaintance there formed with the 
mode of life and the manners- and customs of the 
Bedouins, the children of the desert, possess an inte- 
rest ahnost surpassing that with which one views the 
funereal towers and the crumbling monuments of tlie 
ancient capital of Zenobia. 

While in Europe evjery thing is changing, and old 
manners and customs are swept away by the tide of 
innovation, the curious traveller will observe among 
these people the most wonderful and intact preserva- 
tion of ancient manners. He will see the Bedouin 
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coDstaat in ail things— 4n habits and mode of living 

as in ages long since passed; so that on a close and 
attentive consideration of the diaiacteristicS of thift 
peculiar people, and of their mode of life, he finds 
hiniself|.a8 it were^ carried back to the eariiesc ages of 
which we have any record — to the time of the patri- 
archs — and observes a faithful transcript of inany 
^ customs described in the Old Testament, and many 
copies of pastoral scenes there vividly depicted. 

He sees the inhabitants living in tents; their whole 
wealth consists in their flocks of goats and camels, 
and the old men, with gray hairs, still seat themselves 
at the ^^tent doors/' as in the time of Father Abra* 
ham. The women may be perceived " dealing out 
measures of fine meal, kneading it, and making cakes 
upon the hearth," and the virtne of hospitality is still 
practised with religious scrupulousness, and the tender 
kid is still killed and dressed, and " served up with 
butter and milk,'' to the hungry and weary stmuger. 
Thin cakes of unleavened bread, baked upon the hot 
ashes, still serve as the principal food of the people, 
and those who undertake a journey furnish them- 
selves, at the present day, with <<a bottle of water" 
and a provision of "bread," such as Abraham put 
upon the shoulder of Hagar, when he sent her away 
with the child, "and she departed and wandered in 
the wilderness of Beersheba." 

The English traveller, in pursuing his journey over 
the wilderness to Palmyra, still has his watter-bottle 



Digitized by 



UITBODUCTIOIU Ml 

aluQg to his sf^le-bow; ax]4 94 his arrival, alter 
many long hoi^rs of &tiguing march, the bottle is let 
dmfu into tjb^. w^ter, ^ di4 J^iaga^ whea she saw a 
veil of water; and sba went and fiHed the bottle >Yith 
% water and gave tl^e lad to dn^Uc*'' Di^put^ with 
regard to the wells of water in the wilderness, such 
as tQok place between Abraham and the servants of 
Abimelech, still occur, and covenants are still made 
between the chie& of different tribes with respect to 
the right of pasturing ealtle on certain districts, such 
as were made with regard to a well by Abraham and 
Abimeleeh, when Ae covenant was ratified by the 
respective parties exchanging a certain number of 
riieep and oxen. 

Cnrcumstances and events are constantly varymg, 
and something new generally falls under the notice 
of every iwiuiring traveller. Ttie incidents and re- 
marks IE the following volumes were written during 
moments of rest and ieisurci a£ter fatiguing journeys; 
and some of them may be found useful to those de- 
sirous of proceeding on a similar excursion to the. 
countries described. The time occupied in trnveUing 
on horseback, or on dromedaries, between different 
places, is accurately given, and the season of the 
author^s viiit, is much the best that can be chosen. 

A spirit of inquiry is now widely spreading, and 
the increasing number of travellers, who each year 
assemtile at Malta as a starting point for a Journey 
to the Bast, may find the coatents of the following 
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pag!» not fthogother miacceptabkj^ aod the iavor and 
indulgence generally sKo^ to woito'eotttiilm(Mig m 
mf itegree to afford ioforxnaiicm on distaot lands, 
hare encothraged the nntbi&tftiteTwa^ hAiB&m, lo 
mibout this to the apj^ovai of the pubiic 

Lmkui, J«mitty« 1889* . 
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CHAPTER 1. 

MALTA. FIRST IMPRESSIONS. ZANTE. PATRAS. — GREEKS. 

— K3ULF OF LEPANTO. DELPHI. MOUNT TARNASSUS.— 

CORINTH. NEMEA.— MYCEN^. ARGOS. TIRYNS. NAU- 

PLIA. — LESSA. — OROVE OF iESCULAPIUS. EPIDAURUS. 

Imnila est Melittu JudioMi latti lato ab Sidlta nuuri, periculosoqtie 
divjunote. Cic. in Yduu 

Thx ifiland of Malta, with its magnificent city of La Va- 
letta, its stopendoua foitifieations and capacious harbois» is 
well calculated to strike a stranger with astonishment wad 
admiration; and the fleet lyin^ at anchor in the port» with 
the fine regiments of the garrison within the wallSt to give 
him a high idea of Britain^ power. 

To an Englishman, Malta presents no ordinary attraction, 
and his heart swells with a feeling of national pride as he 
sails into the great harbor past the Castle of St Elmo, and 
the triple ranges of batteries with the British flag floating 
above them, and surveys our noble fleet, with the Gale- 
^kmia of 120 guns swinging within half pistol shot of the 
shore. Nor is this natural feeling of pride and admiration 
diminished as he ascends long flights of steps cut in the 
rocks, over drawbridges and through gateways, guarded hf 
British sentinels to the town above; and, passing through the 
beautiful Stiada Resle, or Royal Street, lined on either hand 
with white stone hovses of rich and florid aiehiteetave, 
comes 10 the great sqnaie in fiont of the palace of the Gnoid 
Hester, now the povemoc's palace, aiid maiks the royal 
ims of Britain, wuh the tasenptaoB: 
Vol* <8 
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DAMABCOS AND PAUmtA; 



** MaONJE BT INVICTJB BkITANIIIA, amor MBLITENflnm, 
BT EUROFJE VOX, HAS INSULAS CONFIRHANT." 

Valetta, founded by the Grand Master Giovanne La Va- 
letta, in 1566, is one of the finest cities of Europe. The 
clean, well-kept streets are lined with handsome stone edi- 
fices with projecting windows and balconies; they cat one 
another at right angles, and, at the end of almost every one 
of them, the eye is gratified by the expanse of the Mediter- 
ranean, or the deep blue waters of one of the harbors. 

Our first impressions of Valetta were remarkably vivid: 
we had beet) becalmed four days in cloudy weather in the 
canal of Malta, and at last entered the great harbor, on a fine 
morning, witli a strong breeze. The yards of the men of 
war were all manned, and the sails were being shaken out; 
cutters were putting out to sea with ladies and naval ofiioers 
on board; bands were playing, and men of war boats were 
swifily cleaying the waters. In the town, the Highlanders, 
the Rifles and the Artillery were parading in front of the 
^ovemor^s palace, and the bands were playing God save the 
King; a religious ceremony was going on in the great cathe- 
dra], and the interior was filled with crowds of pretty Maltese 
girls in their graceful and coquettish silk hoods, something 
like the Spanish mantilla, and with fans and prayer books 
in their hands; naval and military ofiicers in full uniform 
were standing about, and the gorgeous building glittered 
with gold and marUe, and the whole pavement, composed 
of the tombs of the anetent knights, was inlaid with bfome 
and coats of arms; opposite the throne of the bishop was 
the throne of our king, under a canopy of crimson velvet 
and silk, decorated with the crown and the royal arms, 
worked in gold, and sent from London; a full band of music 
accompanied the organ, innumerable wax lights glittered in 
every direction, and clouds of incense perfumed the air. At 
five o*clock the band of the Rides played in the great squefe, 
and at sunset m we hung oiver the ramparts, elevated one kni^ 
'dred feet above the water, amid trees overshadowing mona^ 
ments erected to the memory of some of our bravest officers, 
we looked down on the deeks of tke Use of battle ships float- 
ing below; Sftwthe parading of mariaes with fixed bayonets, 
the mustering of the ships' compaiiief» and in a few mo- 
jmnts heard 4he booming of the evening gun from one of 
tiie outer batteries, fi^o wed by a roll of musketry from each 
sliip, the bettnif of the drum, and the hanUng down of the 
British colors. After iift «ot <iif • Ibe •pent m .the •wikr 
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ihg, the band played God 8af» ihe Kingy thd hoHB stiiad^ 
ing; afterwards, IboSe Bfltaii]ua« wksn the eaUors in the galr 
levf cheeied and shouted with detighiL 

A nomber oi aaJikm horn the fleet are allowed on ahoie 
miy de^t and naj be aeea m coaehes* ofi horaoB, or on 
denkejSt distribatiDg liberal largeaaea to the Malleee be|p- 
ganit with peeiitiar oaths and a very patroniaing air* 

The beamifbi ehosehee of Malta* the gorgeous eathedral 
widi ita interesting associations^ the paUce of the Graod 
Master, the librairy and the handsiaflDe pekees of the knights» 
caiMriDd into clube« nese^roonis and barcacke» well merit 
attention; and the inspection of the fortifleations* which are 
aaid to possess nsoie ihan twenty miles of parapet wall, and 
to nomii more than a tbonsand cannons) and also of the 
minea and galleries, and the subterranean magaaines of com 
and powder^ with a Ttsit to the coontry palace ai^ gaidene 
of the governor, necessarily delaui the travelief some days 
at this interesting spot. 

April 81st, 18a&.^-lieft Malta by the govemmeut ateamen 
we had muneroua passengers, but aa the incideats of the 
voyage were much the same as thoae that oeeur neaiear 
home, I shall not allnde to them further than to say, that we 
had our share of 8ea*sidKneas« storms, and fright; that we 
saw a Britkh frigate in foU sail going to Ooifa, and on the 
24ih in the morning, at ten ▲.H*, made the high land of 
Cephakmia, and shortly afterward saw Zante. 

Five, p.]i»— Darted past the bold pictareaqne shofes of 
Zante, and entered the beautiiul bay surrounded by moun- 
tains and jucturesque aeenery. On the eminenoe above, are 
the castle and banaeka of the Bfitish garriaon^ and the ahoie 
is lined with strange figoves in picturesque red caps. 

The stillness of the watOTf the deamess of the atmo* 
sphere, and the rioh tints on the moontaina from the last 
rays of the setting run, present a magic change from the 
troubled waters and dark leaden sky of the last three daya* - 

April S5th.«^t daylight we entered the Bay of Patras, 
and fbund ourselves aa it were land-locked in the midst of 
an immense lake, surrounded by bold and beautiful moun* 
taina tipped with snow) aome tapering away to a fine point* 
others broken into all sorts of fantastic shapes. As I came 
on deek, I ooold at firat hardly believe that the bold pictu- 
reaque coast so close before me was the elaasic Imd of 
Greece^— the Mocaa, the oountry of those poets, warriors, 
and philosopheia whose works still amuse sod instmot ua. 
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and of that gallant lace of men, wlioae atmng actions and 
exploits, we are taught to- admire, during the eariy yeais of 
onr achool-boy life. As we neaied the land, we seemed, 
indeed, transported into another world; we saw cnrions 
figures on shore, dressed in looie petticoat-trousers, and 
crimson caps; and dose to us, in the rigging of a Greek 
brig of war, stood a tall object in yellow slippers, full wide- 
spreading white trousers, and a pelisse lined with fur, so 
still, and motionless, that we should have taken him foi a 
stuffed jSgure, had it not been for a searching pair of black 
eyes, glaring from side to side, under long shaggy eyebrows* 

The town of Patras looked bare and naked, no trees 
being near it; but there seemed to be some good houses: 
and in half an hour, after firing twice for a boat, we were 
rowed to a sort of pier, on whieh stood about thirty figures 
in flowing dresses of various gay colors, and in scarlet 
caps. Independently of the dress, one's attention could not 
fail to be attracted by the grave countenances and demeanor 
of the people, so different from the noisy, screaming Italian, 
and Sicilian Lazzaroni and Faccini, who haunt all the sea- 
ports of Italy, crowding and dispatiuff for the transport of 
your luggage. Some were talking and smoking, some were 
dressed entirely in white, others in different colored em- 
broidered jackets; there were trousers fastened at the knee, 
displaying a good leg, covered with a white cotton stocking, 
and others, like a petticoat, fastened between the legs, copied 
from the Turks. Everywhere the crimson cap and the blue 
tassel prevailed. A. fine imposing looking figure, dressed 
in ia long robe, made us a low bow; taking him to be a man 
of consequence, we touched our hats, when be asked, in the 
kindest and most condescending manner in Italian, if wo 
wished to buy ^nr pocket handkerdntfs or gloves! 

In a short time we arrived at a wooden building, the 
hotel, and were ushered into a small room, hung round 
with French prints. The master of the hotel spoke £n-> 
glish, being a native of Corfu. In a balcony opposite were 
two pretty Greek girls, who ran away in a great fright otb 
seeing us. The houses constituting the modem town are 
new, and built entirely of wood, one or two stories high, 
the first story oden projecting into the street, supported by 
wooden pillars. To the north of the town, on a height, 
the Acropolis of the ancient Fatrae, stands the Castle of 
Patras, intermixed with the modern walls of which are re- 
mnins of the old masonry. From this castle one enjoys a 
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biFely view of th^ sweeping ^omit forming a vasi bay* of 
the immeioue bold foovotue peete* the blue land of Ante 
and Cephalonta, and the golf of Corinth, which looks like a 
magnificent lake* bounded by the bold mountains of Albania* 

In this Acropolis of the ancient Greek ei^ of Patnei 
stood formerly the temple of Diana Laphrta, containing a 
very ancient statue of the goddess in ivory and gold» 
bipught from Galydon* rsfffeaenting the goddess as a hun* 
tress; and here anciently was a magnificent procession in her 
honor, dosed by a chariot drawn by stags; but for all the 
interesting particulars of thta, as well as other places, the 
reader must be referred to Pausanias, who has minutely de* 
scribed the difierent interesting objects .once existing in an* 
eiMt Grseoe, He divides tbe ancient town of Patrae into 
£9ur difierent quarters. In the Acropolis, besides the tern* 
pie of Diana was the temple of Minerva and a temple of 
JSaculapius; there was an Odeum, dieabns, temples of Ne« 
mesis, Venus, aud Bacchus, no certain remnants of which 
can be said to exist, although bits of mortar and stone, 
among some of the modem residences, have been pointed 
out as belonging to one or other of them. Near the sea- 
shore, undcf a vault belonging to the remains of the church 
of St. Andrew, is a well, considered to be the same men- 
tioned by Pausanias, as being near the temples ci Venus and 
( cres. To the east ol the Castle Hill are ruimhof the 
Boman aqueduct, erected when Patm was made a Roiitan 
colony by Augustus, after the celebrated battle of Actium. 

The modem town of Patias is one of the most populous 
in Greece, and appears in a rising condition. It istheresi* 
deuce of the £uropean conauls, and its pfincipal commerce 
and all its prosperity is owin^ to the exportation of currants 
chiefly to England, and whi(£ are grown in large quantities 
in the plain. Silk is also produced here, as well as wooU 
wax, leather and juniper4)erries, cotton and tobaceow The 
population of the town appears to be idle and laaiy, eithec 
standing in gmrps or aitting on benches smoking and talk- 
ing. It was curious to see the names of the streets, and 
notices and advertisements on the houses, written in the 
the old Gre^ character. Previous to taking onr d^rtuie, 
we were introduced to the piefect of police, a gay man, ift 
a vecj full wl^te peiticoiA aiod red embroidered jacket, who 
questioned us as to where we were going, and the motivBs 
of ourvoyefe. 

One» r# Ji,— Hoisted mH on boMni a laiga beaH, with ^ 

3* 
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Teiy itrong &Torable wind. Id the golf of Lepento* the 
eeeoe of the great battle between the Tufkiah fleet, in the 
reign of 8elim II, and the anited fleet of the Ohriatlane, 
acareely lesa important in ita lesnlta than that fought be- 
tween Augustua and Marc Anthony, near thia apot* Oar 
crew amounted to four fine-looking, young Greeks, eivil 
and obliging fellows; and the man at the rodder, with hia 
well-trimmed mouatachios, long beaudfnl hair hanging down 
his neck, loose jacket and Turkish pipe, sitting cross-legged, 
formed quite a picture* Bread and water constituted timr 
sole nourishment during the voyage* The scenery about 
this gulf is very bold, mountainous, and most beantiM; 
the expanse of water presents the appearance of an im^ 
mense lake bounded by precipitous rocks and I0A7 momi' 
tain peaka, with bold wavy outlines; the varying hues of 
these as different heavy thunder showers swept across them, 
the wild, dark, troubled waters, crested with white foam in 
every direction, and the solitude of the spot unenlivened by 
a single boat beside our own, a single habitation, or any 
sign of life, save a few stormy petrels occasionally darting 
by, altogether presented a scene of wildness and grandeur I 
never saw equalled. A few miles above Patras are two 
castles, one called the castle of Roumelia, the other the castle* 
of the Morea; the latter is surrounded by marshes and planta- 
tions of currants. In most parts of the gulf the precipitous 
rocky mountahis, covered with dwarf evergreen shrubs, 
shelve down rapidly into the water; in some parts they, 
however, recede a little, leaving a narrow strip of level land, 
rocky and unfavorable for cultivation. The shores are every 
where deserted; not a village nor even a house could be 
seen. Aided by the powerful and favorable wind we made 
rapid progress, and as night drew on and the weather 
became more stormy, we put into a small gulf on the side 
Roumelia, where we obtained shelter for the night under 
the lee of the land, • 

April 26th. — Early in the morning we planned an excur- 
sion to Djesphina, the ancient Delphi, and walked to Crissa 
which is between four and five miles from that spot. The 
small hamlet of Crissa is beautifully situated in a grove of 
olives and supplied abundantly with water. This is sup* 
posed to be the site of the ancient Crissa, whose arrogant 
Inhahitsnts levied at one time a tax on all pilgrims to Delphi, 
in consequence of which the council of the Amphictyons 
deeieed that Crisia shonld be deslroyedi its tnhabitante re- 
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daoed to slavery, and dieir territory left ynenltlfaled, as a 
dlstriel sacred to Apollo, Diana and Latona. A war of ten 
years in ooneeqaence ensued, when, after a long[ and bloody 
siege, the town was taken and rased, and the surviving inhab- 
itants sold for slaves* The scenery between this and Delphi 
is bMf niountainons and very beautiful, and we had a lovely 
peep of part of the golf of Lepanto. The village of Castri, 
occupying the site of the -sacred city, is seated in a bold 
eitoation, surrounded by lolly rocks; it consists of a mise- 
rable collection of ruined cottages and mud hovels. Be- 
neath a loAy rock, split at the summit into two pointed 
crags, dose by the village, is the Ckuialian fountam^ a ro« 
nanttc and striking spot; tiiere is a square basin or reservoir 
of water with steps leading down to it, an old fig-tree 
shades the spot with its branches, and the rocks arc covered 
with ivy and dwarf evergreen plants. This is said by an- 
tiquarians to be th^ Castalian bath, where the Pythia used 
to wash her whole body, aiid particularly her hair before 
she placed herself upon the tripod* There are some frag- 
ments of marble scattered about and behind the Monastery 
of Panagia some stone foundations are supposed to be rem- 
nants of the Gymnasium* On the summit of the rising 
ground behind Castri are remains of the Stadium, many of 
the seats of which, hewn out of the rock, still remain. 
Near the monastery of Elias are two immense fragments of 
an architrave of Parian marble; these with the substruction 
of a building are supposed to mark the site of one of the 
principal temples of the ancient sacred city of Delphi* 
Near a fountain and church called St. Nicolo, is part of an 
old Greek inscription on a block of white marble, and on 
one of the pillars on the inside of the church is another of 
great lengths 

About three hours^ walk from Delphi, is the village of 
Anaeova, where mules and guides may be obtained to as- 
eend to the summit of Mount Parnassus. The scenery is 
very grand, and all around Arracova are vineyards, in ter- 
noes, rising one above the other. Although very desirous 
of ascending Mount Famassus, yet the weather was so 
unfavorable and there was so much snow on the mountain, 
that we were obliged to give up the project. From Arra* 
cova to the summit is about four hours of ascent, in some 
parts very steep, and the view therefrom of the ^If of 
Corinth, the plains of Thessaly, and the mountams of 
Oieeee, is said to be very gnnd* 
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l ive, p. M. — Returned and passed the night on board. 

April 27th, 6, a. m.— The wind has ceased, the dark 
driving clomis are all gone, and it is a perfect cahn. Our 
men started two hours ago, witli a light breeze, and have 
since beuii rowing: we are drawing away irom the land 
into the centre of the gulf. The whole east is one blush 
of crimson, and in the west, the snowy summit of Mount 
Parnassus, high above the other mountains, is already 
lighted up with the first rays of the sun. What a grand 
panoramic view of mountains! How still and beautiful is 
the immense sheet of water around, and how solitary! Not 
a boat, a living being-, or even a bird in sight; not a sound 
but the gentle sp(astiingof our oars. Such a scene I never 
before saw, so very, very tranquil, such loveliness and such 
repose, it is like magic; — yesterday the gulf was heaving 
in dark troubled masses, crested with foam, the black clouds 
chased each other along the sky, and the wind howled and 
wins tied fearfully in our rigging* P^ow, it is the stillness 
of death, 

'*So coldly sweet, so deadly fair. 
We etart, for soul if wanting there.'* 

It is a monotony of beauty that wearies and depresses; 
there is no object to draw away attention, and no change to 
produce novelty. We arrived at Sicyon, where are ruins 
of a magnificent theatre, baths, &;c., and about mid-day we 
slowly approached the shore off Corinth, the men continu- 
ally rowing, and saw the cloud ca|)ped" Acropolis, a 
short distance inland. 

Mid-day very hot. Plunged into the water and swam 
ashore; climbing up a rising ground from the beach, we 
looked around, but not a soul was to be seen, all was soli- 
tary. One of us, therefore, was constrained to walk up to 
Corinth, about two miles off, for some mules to carry up 
the luggage; the lot fell upon me, so I trudged off with a 
sailor, first, however, examining the remains of the ancient 
port of Lechacum consisting of some masonry buried in a 
swamp. The form of the port may to a certain extent 
be distioguished. On my way to the town I passed through 
a few scanty corn-fields, filled with the roost briUiaat wild 
scarlet-poppies, and in about half an hour, arrived at the 
entrance of the place, which presented a most wretched, 
niiDous, deserted appearance. The whole of the houses with 
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the exception of thoio juit bsiltt in the centre of the Tillage, 
being heaps of roinsy destroyed by the Turks, or deserted 
by the inhabitants, who have been thinned by the sword, 
and the plague. Bare mud walls, roofless tenements, and 
the shatter^ remnants of Turkish mosques present them- 
selves on either side. Over these, in front, were seen the 
seven majestic Doric columns of the ancient temple, and 
behind them the lofty Acropolis. We traversed a nigged 
path over stinging-nettles and stones, passed a fragment of a 
marble column, to the principal street, consisting of a few 
new houses of wood and shops. Here, however, were a 
number of remarkably well dressed Greeks, in white, clean 
dresses; and, to my astonishment, there was a gay billiard 
room, within which were some fine looking fellows knock- 
ing about the balls, and numerous others were extended on 
benches, smoking and drinking coflee. The hotel was a 
decent*looking wooden building, and, ascending some steps, 
I was struck with two very fine blocks of white Parian 
marble built in with the rough stones. 

Sending mules down to my companions, I asked theland* 
lord in Italian what he had to drink, and he told me, in 
good English, Barclay and Perkins's bottled porterl Tlie 
man was from Corfu, had learned English there, and 
brought his porter with him from that place. 

Two, P.M. — On the arrival of my companions and the 
luggage, we all sallied out to view the majestic ruins of the 
temple^ 

There is a temple in ruins stands, 
Fashioned by long'-fbrjrottcn hands. 
Two or three coiunius, and many a stone^ 
Grtoite, and grass. With weeds o'ergrown. 

BraoM; 

> 

supposed by some to havb been erected about 600 years be» 
fore Christ, when Corinth was in the height of its prosperity, 
and sending colonies to different parts of Europe; if so, 
this structure must be of the surprising age of more than 
2400 years. There are seven channelled columns measur- 
ing near eighteen feet at the base, and, about twenty-five 
feet high, the shaft of each bemgof one single piece of stone. 

A short distance to the north are a few large stones, and 
some fragments of Doric columns, supposed to be the ruins 
of another temple, by some called The Temple of Apol- 
lo;*' Uie diameter of some of the firagments of the coluQins 
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is' mole than mx feet« There m hot few Tains fit Coring, 
and of these Imt little is known; Fansaniafl and Swabo beth 
deseribe temples, walk, and baildioge, which have now 
qnite disappeued, and fffom our ignorance of Ihe locality of 
these, it is hard to decide concerning the little that is left. 
There are on the left of the path going to the golf, a few 
Roman remains of the colony established here by Julioa 
Caesar, consisting of a mass of brick-Vork, supposed to 
have been baths built by Hadrian, and the hollow of an 
amphitheatre excavated in the rock. 

Corinth, iirom the remotest period, maintained a high 
rank among the states of Greece, her numerous colonies 
were scattered over the coast of Sicily, Magna Graecia, and 
other parts in the earliest lames; and during the decline of 
Grecian independence she was at the head of the Confede* 
racy, which for some time opposed a barrier to the conqner^ 
ing arms of Rome. 

We ascended the lofty rocky mountain of the Acropolis 
by a steep rugged path, and arrived at a heavy gateway 
reared up against the perpendicular rocks firom which a 
ruined wall branched off on either hand along the summit 
of the crags. We obtained admission without difficulty 
from the Bavarian officer in command, and after passing 
some Bavarian sentinels and a barrack, we found ourselves 
in a large indosure, amid ruined huts and honses. We 
could find no remains of antiquity, but climbing up the rock 
over broken mud walls and loose stones to the ruins of a 
small mosqne, we enjoyed one of the loveliest aiul most in- 
teresting views in all Greece. From a height of 1,000 feet 
we looked down upon the isthmus of Corinth, and to the 
westward, immediately below us, was the blue gulf, run- 
ning up to the base of Mount Cithaeron on the one hand, 
and then sweeping down by the isthmus in a large slightly 
curving bay, on the other; while beyond over &e waters 
were the lofty summits of the mountains of Locris, Phocis* 
Boeotia, and Auica, and above them all, Mount Parnassus 
silvered with snow. To the eastward, extended the gulf 
of uSIgina, like an immense lake, surrounded by bold moun* 
tains, and studded with beautiful rocky islands; the celebra- 
ted bay of Salamis; and in the distance Mount Hymettus, 
and the Acropolis of Athens, with the Parthenon. It was 
near sunset, and a lovely evening, the deep blue of the vast 
sheets of land-locked water below us, the purple hue of the 
rocky coasts of the islands, ami the rich coloring of 
the mountain sides* it is impossible to convey an idea 
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of. Cities aaci towiui maj pass away* but Uie leading 
foatarea of a conotiy femain* Hero one gazes upon the 
aame moQntainst the same classic waters, and beautiful 
iaiaodtt that were familiar to Themislocles and Alcibiadest 
Socrates and Plato; the scene of those spirit-stirring actions 
which have inspired the pen of the poet, and exercised the 
genius of the historian. In yoa beautiful bay the Athenian 
defeated the Persian fleet* and from those mountains 
Xerxes witnessed the discomfitura of hia forces. 

Descradiog to the town below, we saw two lovely Greek 

Sirla qttnning at the door of a cottage. The Bavarian sol- 
ien here present a most nniavocable contrast to the 
Greeks. There ia a peculiar expression in the Greek coun- 
tenance, an air and manner about them that immediately 
strikes one and is very different from the dandified conceited 
strut of the Bavarian Serjeants and corporals. In the night, 
sounds of music and singing attracted me to the windows, 
where I saw two Greeks walking about, playing the guitar. 

April 28ih. — Left Coiinlh for the ruins of Nemea, My- 
cenae, and Argos, on mules. Traversed a solitary, uninha- 
bated country for four hours, and across a rocky ridge of 
hills, where are some caves, one of which is said to have 
« been the dwelling of the celebrated lion slain by Hercalea! 
Below are vestiges of a stadium, and further on, amid masses 
of shattered marble, are three Doric columns of the temple 
of the Nemean Jupiter described by Pausanias. 

Two hours from Nemea we came in sight of the Cyclo- 
pean walls and the Acropolis of Mycens, seated between 
two lofty, conical mountains. These are some of the most 
interesting remains in Greece, from their great antiquity^ 
supposed to be ttiirteen centuries anterior to the Cliristian 
era, and from their existing at the present time in the fame 
Maie as Pausanias describes them sixteen centuries ago. 

We first arrived at the Cyclopean walls of the citadel, 
formed of immense unliewn stones, as Pausanias says, *^S9 
lar^c that a pair of mules could not move the smallest from 
its place;*' most of the stones appear, however, to have been 
squared a little, forming polygonal blocks, well fitted to each 
othur. These walls extend all round the Acropolis, fcNTlniag 
an irregular iaclosure, in its extreme length and breadth 
about tfirce hundred and thirty by two hundred yards, ai^ 
they vary from tifteen to twenty feet in height. There ap- 
pears to be masonry of different dates, some of which i$ 
of the oldeat and Jr^4wt fovm of. CjfiopfMo architoolMfw 
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where there is no artificial adaptation of one rock to an* 
other by smoothing down the rough edges and inequalities, 
hat the interstices are filled up with small atones. The 
smoothing down the rongh edges of the stones, and the 
adaptation of the different sides together, is evidently a later 
improTement 

The extreme antiquity of these rude massive walls is 
manifest from the fabulous origin ascribed to them by the 
ancients, in the time of Pausanias, Walls of tiiis descrip)- 
tion exist in other parts of Europe, and they are all remark- 
ahle for the simplicity of their construction and the great 
size of the stones: of these gigantic walls, Pausanias speaks 
with wonder, and considers them as marvellous as the Pyfa- 
mids. 

We first stopped at a gateway formed of three |rreat stones, 
wo being placed perpendicularly, and one resting on them 
horizontally; it is five feet four inches wide at the top, and 
six feet at the bottom, but not more than a third of the origi- 
nal height is above ground. Passing on, we shortly ar- 
rived at the celebrated Gate of Lions, approached by a pas- 
sage fifty feet long and thirty feet wide, formed by two 
massive Cyclopean walls on either hand, and these, together 
with the front of the gate, have been built of blocks rudely 
squared. This gateway, like the other smaller one, con- 
sists of two uprights of stone, so buried in rubbish, that it 
is difficult to form an exact idea of their size, but the im- 
mense transverse block resting upon them, forming the lin- 
tel of the gateway, is fifteen feet two inches lon^, six feet 
nine inches broad, and four feet thick. Resting on this im- 
mense horizontal lintel is a triangular stone, twelve feet 
long, ten feet high, and two feet thick, upon the face of 
which are rudely sculptured two lions, standing on iheir 
hind legs, on either side of a round pillar, which increases 
in size towards the top, and is surmounted by a sort of 
square capital, formed of a row of four hvi\h, inclosed be- 
tween two square blocks of etone. Faiisauias, in his de- 
scription of Mycenae sixteen hundred years ago, speaks of 
this gateway, " upon whieli lions stand, said to be the work 
of the Cyclopes, who built also the fortress of Tiryns for 
PrflBtus." Pausanias, book ii. c. 15 and 16. It is alluded 
lO by Sophocles, in his Electra, v. 1391. 

Near this gateway are the remains of a door, half buried 
in ruins, by some called a tomb, by others, one of the trea^ 
amies of Atrtus. The length of the three stones forming 
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the entrance, is seventeen leoi ten inches, nnd the passage 
is between seven and eight ieet wide. Lower down is the 
half buried gateway of a ruined circular building, composed 
of three stones, measurino- more ilian titieen feet in length, 
and the ground is every where strewed with bite of ancient 
pottery. 

But the most curious thin^^ licre is the conical mound, 
called the tomb of Agamemnon, and by some a treasury of 
Atreus. The mass of stone lying acres? the uprights of the 
portal, nnd forming the lintel of the doorwny, is twenty' 
seven fict long, seventeen feet wide, and four feet seven 
inches in thickness. Passing through this heavy colossnl 
porla], vou find yourself in a circular stone chamber, ter- 
minating above in a cone, correspondmor with the external 
shape of the tumulus. The diameter of the apartment is 
about fifty feet. Immediately on the right of a person en- 
tering, is another doorway, with a triangular window above 
it, leading into a square chamber, about twenty-three feet 
each way, rudely excavated in the rock, with a sliorhtly 
vaulted roof. In the stones on the inside are jiumerous 
small holes for brazen nails, some of which still remain, 
supposed formerly to have attached metal plates to the 
. walls. ■ 

Two, p. M. — Leaving Mycenae, we crossed near tlie site 
of the Heraeum, or Temple of Juno, formerlv one of the 
niost celebrated sacred edifices of Greece, built in the ninth 
year of the Peloponnesian war, b. c. 423. We then tra- 
versed a deserted country, crossed the Inachns, and, in about 
two hours and a half, arrived at Argos, now a miserable 
ruined village; the antiquities consist only of a theatre, ex- 
cavated in the rock, with two wings formed of masses of 
rude stone and mortar, and remains of several circular rows 
of seats. On the side of a hill, near the theatre, are ruins 
of a building at the entrance of a cavern, where there is a 
narrow passage leading up to a niche, supposed to have been 
one of the oracular shrines alluded to by Pausanias; a jug- 
gling place of the priests, who crept along the passage, and 
secreting themselves behind the altar, astonished the weak 
minds of the vulgar by preternatural sounds. 

Among the many ruins of temples, theatres and edifices 
alluded to by Pausanias as existing in his time, he describes 
the Hieron of Venus, where was a statue of the poetess 
Telesilla, who is said, at the head of a band of females, to 
have repelled the Lucedaemomans from tlie wails, \^hen they 
Vol. I.— 4 
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attacked Argos. She was represented," says PflOfiniatfy 

" standing upon a pillar, with the books of her poetry scat- 
tered at her feet, in the act of regarding a helmet* which 

she \v:\^ about to put upon her head." 

April 2yih.— At day-light we departed forEpiada, the 
ancient Epidaurus. ShorUy after leaving Argoe» we had a 
a fine view of the citadel of Napoli di Romania, which had 
a striking appearance on the opposite aide of the gulf. 
In an hour rind a half we arrived at the massive Cyclopeaa 
ruins ol Tiryns, described by Pausanias as ** rude massea 
piled one upon another, with small stones forced in between 
them." Homer, in his Iliad* describes them, 659, in the 
words, Tij,vi'9a rs ntx'^iooo^v — so that they appear to bftve 
been as astonishing to the people 2000 years ago as they 
arc to us in the present day. The most astonishing and in- 
teresting portion of tliem is the Cyclopean Gallery, con- 
sisting of nnmense blocks of stone, placed one on the other, 
the upper ones slanting over, forming a lancet arch. There 
appear to have been three gateways, and the principal one 
was flanked by a tower: one of the largest stones in the 
walls appears lo be about ten feet six inches long, by three 
feet nine broad, and three feet nine in thickness, and the 
wall is twenty-four feet and a half in thickness. 

Pausanias says, that these walls were built by the Cy- 
clops, for Prcetus, whose reign is placed in Blair's Chrono- 
logy, 1379 B. c. ^^^lian says, that the inhabitants of 
Tiryns fed upon wild figs, and they had also ihe credit of 
being people of great mirth and frivolity. 

The town of Napoli di Romania, the ancient Nauplia, 
the principal place in all Greece, and so lately the seat of 
government, is a miserable, dirty spot, and can boast of 
the most disagreeable and the very dearest hotel in all the 
land, and a most exacting, impertinent and deceitful land- 
lord. It5 population has been thinned by the plague and 
the dreadful intermittent fever; there is, at present, a motley 
collection of Italians, Franks, Greeks and Turks. Like 
most of the other ancient sites, it possesses its lofty Acro- 
polis, called Palamedi, an interesting rctrruion of the name, 
if the hero Palamedes, the reputed son of Nauplius. 

By the ramparts near the sea are some rnmnins of Cyclo- 
pean walls, part of the ancient fort Iftcat ions. This place 
appears to have first risen in importance under the Byzan- 
tine empire, and it became the chief town of the Morea 
under the Venetians and the Turks. 
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About ten o'clock we proceeded on our joomcy; h waa 
a brilliant, clear, warm day, and the distant Une mountains 
of the M orea, with their wavy outlines, had a most beauti- 
ful appearance as we passed through (he Arglve territory. 
From Nauplia to the rains of Lessa is a journey of about 
four hoursf a town mentioned by Pausanias as i)eing on the 
road to Epidaurus, and containing a temple of Minerva and 
a wooden statue of Jupiter, with three eyes* Hie mule 
tratsk traverses a succession of narrow valleys; on the road 
we observed some Vestiges, of walls, and the ruins of two 
castles* The country is mostly rocky, barren and every- 
where uAcfuUivated. . 

We reached the village of Ligurio, close to the ruins, of 
Lessa; at the base of oie mountain are some remains of 
ancient walls, an ancient pyramid, and in the village church 
some Ionic columns. The place is half in ruins, small 
and miserable. The celebrated temple of iBsculapius, and 
the sstcred grove one of the mbstrenowned places in Greece 
were situated at the -upper end of the valley, on the roa^ to 
Epidaurus; and, about a mQe aiid a half from Ligurio,' we 
arrived at some widely scattered ruins on a spot called 
** Sto-hiero,'' or sacred-*plaee,*' by the Greeks. Here are 
part of the foundations of a temple supposed to be that of 
iBsoulapins; some masses of briek foundations, supposed 
to have been ruins of a stadium, cisterns and baths, and the 
ruins of the theatre mentiofted by Pausanias aslAie work 
of Polydetus, of which thirty rows of seats appear above 
ground, many of^them covered with white marble, and 
overhung with brambles and bushes; .it Is supposed to have 
been near 400 feet in diameter. Pausanias says, ** in har- 
mony and beauty of workmanship what artist can' come 
into competition with Polydeteus, who built the theatre 
and tholtts of the Epidanri?'* This sacred.grove formerly 
contained temples of VenuS, Themis and Diana; baths 
erected by Antoninus Pius; and a building, beyond the 
sacred preciiicts, for the reception of the dying, and the wo> 
men in labor, as it was unlawful <b die or be bom within 
the sacred district. Such was its sanctity, that according to 
Livy, lib. s. c. 47, a deputation was decreed at Rome» to 
iEsculapius of Epidaurus, (293 b. c.,) to implore his aid 
in curing « pestilence which ravaged the city and neighbor* 
isg country, a|id a Ship was afterwards sent, -and one of the 
sacred serpents brougnt back to Rome. Stiabo describes 
the sanetuaiy as a p&e renowned for the cure of all sorts 
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of diBMses, and idways foil of iiifilidsv and the walls of tlie 
temple were covered with tablets descriptave of the eans« 

Taking op our quarters for the night in a hovel, we senl 
down to the miserable port of Epiada, to search for a boat 
tocarry us across the gulf of iEginato the island* 

Apnl 90th.— Started eaiiy in the moming for Epiada: 
the scenery appeared rery beautiful; we were snnonnded 
by lofty mountaios* and rode through a valleyt filled with 
myrtles and dwarf evergreen shrubs. The son i#se magni* 
fiesntly behind the mountains of Attiea, and the golf of 
jEffina, with its numerous islands and bold roclqr shorest 
haa a most lovely appearance. 

We passed the miserable village of Epiada, and throng 
olive plantations and some seanty viney»rds» to the port* Of 
the ancient Epidaorus scaieely any vestiges remain* 



CHAPTER n* 

iaLAM9 OF JSOINA.*4UT OF 8AI.SVIS.*— IIB0JJU.^dBSBK 
F£aSAMTRT*->nS0BNnB3r*— POUCB 0FFlCBB.^SLB17S1S*— « 
▲THBKS*— ATBSNUN BUINS*— ^BNBRAL IltPIBSSIONS.~ 
HOVNT FKirrsUCIJS,— KABATHOll^llODnillf ATBSNS* , 

" Why need wc say (exclaims Strabn,^ thnt Mginn is one of the 
racist celebrated of the islands, the native country of -lEaeuf , nnd the 
i£acidne, which once enjoyed the dominion of the seas, and contended 
with Athens berseIC for the prize of superior glory in the battle with 
the Peniaii fleet «t Sabinis?** 

As the wind was fair, and the island of .£gina in sight, 
about thirty miles off, we trusted ourselves to a frail bark; 
and soon after mid-day, we arrived at the ancient port of 
iBgina, and the site of the ancient town, marked by a 
lafge tumolttSf and a beautiful Doric column, with the 
greater portion of the shaft of another standing by its 
side. There are ruins of two ancient ports, surrotinded by 
shattered widls and moats, twenty feet thick* The walU 
oi the town may be traced in several places; but the ruins of 
the temples, theatre, and stadium, are no longer visible. 

Rowing round the northwest point of the island^ until we 
got the wind again in our favor, we bore off eastward, close 
along shore, for the temple of Jupiler Panhellinus, whose 
majestic columns we shortly saw crowning a bold emii)enc^ 
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in front, and rising grandly above the tops of some trees. 
There are tvveiuy-one Doric cohiinns still standing; original- 
ly there were thirty-two, six at each end, and twelve at the 
sides. The temple was erected on a raised platform, and 
the majesty of tlie structure in the fine commanding position 
it occupies, must have rendered it a most striking and mag- 
nificent object. 

" Pausanias describes this temple as one. which j^acus 
erected to Jupiter. 

We preferred remaining in our boat all night, rolled up 
in our coats and cloaks, to going to the miserable village; 
. and as a light breeze is now drawing down the gulf, fa- 
vorable for Megara, we intend, should it continue, to de- 
part by the fine moonlight for that plaee, instead of sailing 
direct to the Piraeus. 

May lst.^-One hour after midnight, hoisted sail, with a 
light gentle breeze. 

Six» A*M.— >Sun just rising; what a lovely expanse of 
water! it is like a great lake, surrounded by the grandest 
mountains, and studded with islands. We see ihe snowy 
peak of Mount Parnasstts in the distance. 

Mid-day .-^Off the entrance of the bay of Salamis; and 
the wind that had sprung up, has slackened, as if to give us 
an opportunity o( surveying; well the celebrated scene of the 
naval fight between .the Grecians and the Persians, where 
880 sail of the former defeated the vast armament of Xeixes 
of 2000 ships. 

About six oMock, we landed at Megara, which at a dis- 
tance looked a large respectable place; on arriving, how- 
ever, we found a collection of miserable stone walls, with- 
out roofs, overgrown with grass and weeds, and mud houses 
tumbling to pieces. Around, were a few patches of green, 
and traces of culUvation; some lean beasts were browsing 
the scanty wild herbage, and some lazy Greeks were rolling 
on the grass. The hotel, a wooden building, was by far 
the best and largest house in the place, and has been lately 
erected for the convenience of travellers. Before the door, 
was a solitary marble column lying on the grass. The 
landlord was a fine looking man, with the air and manner 
of a well-bred gendomam With his pipe he motioned a 
domestic to show us the principal room at the top of a 
wooden ladder* and told us there were three mattresses, and 
three coverlids at onreervice, which were duly laid dowix 
on the floor. 
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Our landlord oondueted ua to aao a large statue ^at htd 
been dug up about six months back; the drapery was beau- 
ttfbJlf executed, but the head wanting. We crept along the • 
dirty streets of the village, a complete scene of ruins; acme 
some of the shattered walls, wood, boshes and earth had 
been laid* forming miserable sheds, inhabtted by dirty, po- 
verty-stricken wretches: a few mud huts built among the 
niinSf and one or two wretched co^Rw-tfhops filled widi 
smoke» compose the present town. The place wis depopu- 
lated and destroyed in the revolutionary "Wnx* 

And is this desolate,^ deserted spot, the site of thafMegara, 
which furnished twenty ships for the defence ef Greece^ at 
the battle of Salamts, and numbered her dO(^ waniors, under 
Pausanias, at Platsea— and which in the second oentur}% 
1300 years after its foundation, takes up six ehaplen of 
Paua«nias*s description of Greece, in the enumeiation of its 
buildings, history,, and objects of curiosity! 

May 2d«— At sunrise, left Megara on some bad mules and 
horses, each furnished with a wooden saddle, as sharp as 
the ridge of a house; and with all the coats and cloaks we 
could muster, it was with ffreatt jiain and diifficulty that we 
managed to sit upon them the entire day. After proceeding 
through the plain, we reached a rugged paih, winding along 
the rocks orertianging the gulf. The country was every 
where deserted and solitary, and the scenery very lovely 
and very iranquiL The tract alound appeared incapable of 
cultivation, consisting eiiher of rocks, upon which the juni- 
per and a few shrubs and flowers flourished; or a sandy 
gravel, conveying no idea of richness and fertility. We 
met during the day with some fine Albanian peasantry ; 
most of these inen have a bearing and appearance much su- 



taehioSf and long. hair, S9metimes hanging half down the 
back, present a strong conurast to the smock frock, laced 
boots, afid round hat of an English peasant One fine man 
that we met alone had a white frock, very full at the waist, 
encircled with a red girdle, holding a kmfe; a red ean and 
tassel, ft tight jacket edged with fur, and ornamented with 
braid; and over all, a large cloak, made of sheepAin, tanned 
and embroidered outside, with the long hairy wool, cleaned 
and bleached* hanging on the inside. 

We ascended and descended by rugged paths among the 
rocks, which were covered with green fin, the juniper, and 
other plants, wai quantities of lavender, and wild thyme in 



perior to the same class in Engluid. 
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fall biostom aeenting the air;. The cunring shorM of the 
island of Salamis, about three miles off» formed with the 
coest along which we rode, a beanttful lake: beyond, stretch- 
ed the magnificent expanse of the gulf' of iEgina, studded 
with jslaods, and the bold blue mountains of the Morea. It 
is the ipost beautiful scenery in all Oreecel The desmesi 
of the atmospheie, the brilliancy of the son, the Ughts and 
shadows of the prqfecdng rocks and,promontGHes, tod the 
calm blue expanse of water, were enchanting; but the want 
of human beings, and of a varied cultiTation, rendered the 
journey monotonous* It is wearying to crawl on hour after 
hour, through rocks and boshes, add muddy streams, 
tigued with the heat and flate of the sun, end tormented 
with ^e mopotonous buzzmg of myriads of flies* We en- 
countered two camels laden with baggage, walking in the 
most stalely manned and after passing a few olive trees, 
that diversined the scenery, we were startled m the most 
solitary part of the rocky path, on a wild mountain, by a 
grotesque figure, who suddenly issued with a large dog, and 
an immense flrelock, from a miserable hole covered over 
with green boughs, and ftirnished with a little straw and a 
smouldering Are. He shouted to us to stop, calling out, 
^^ pMsaporte, passaporte/' Doubting the gentleman's in- 
. tentions, we spurred our horses on, when the guides came 
running up, assuring us, that the ragged, brigand-like old 
fellow was really a functionary of the govemment«,stattoned 
there to examine the passports of all persons tratidling that 
way. Scarcely able to keep our countenances, Ve handed 
one of the passports to him turned Ujpside down, which he 
pretended to read in that position with impertorbable gravity, 
and then handing it back, with a dignified wAve of the hand 
he motioned us, to proceed. 

Thus the Bavarian government have introduced into this 
country the absurd, inconvenient, and arbitrary regulations 
of passports; a shackle and a fetter upon travellers unknown 
whilst the country was under the dominion of Turkey, mid a 
regulation unknown throughout the wide continents of Asia, 
Africa, and America; happily unknown too in free Britain; one 
of the first blessed importations of Eiiropean civilisation into 
this kingdom, now under the imbeeQe government of the 
Bavarians. What should we think in England, if we could 
not travel firom our native town to one fifty miles distant, 
without going to a magistrate for permission to do so^ 
without informing him of the place of our destination, of our 
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piofesBion, and name, and withoat having the description 
of oar penona taken down. And does the public good re- 
quire such restraint upon our power^of locomotion? la it 
an injury to civil society to allow people the liberty .of 
moving their persona to whatsoever place their inclinations 
may direct? If 8o» great is the injury indeed on the com- 
munity, inflicted every day in Old England* and in Ame- 
rica. 1 

We left the lovely shores of the giilf, and tmveraed a 
desolate plain towards Eleusis, There are no trees much 
larger than a gooseberry bush in this country. We reached 
some large blocks of quarried stoneSt and foundations of 
walls, in the centre of which |vas a well, where several 
Greek women were washing clothes, supposed to be the 
famous well at which Ceres rested from her fruitless search 
after Proserpine, when carried off by Pluto! Across the 
plain in front extended a long ruined wall and arches of an 
aqueduct. We shortly arrived at some miserable mud 
houses, some of which were in ruins, and halted to refresh 
the horses at a hut, the cafi6 of the village, where strong 
waters, rakee, and sour wine were sold. In heaps before 
the doorway, lay the marble fragments of the temple of 
Ceres, channelled columns and capitals of the Jonic order, 
and large masses of white Pentelic marble, scattered in a 
vast confused heap, partly covered with weeds and rubbish. 
A miserable house has been built on part fart of the site of 
Uiis temple, and arpnnd it are the remains of the ancient 
white marble pavement The cfaannellings of the columns 
are as sharp, and the carved ornaments almost as perfect as 
when they first came from the hands of the sculptor. There 
are inscriptions on some of the stones, among which Dr. 
Clarke found an interesting one, engraved on a marble 
pedestal, and translated thus. — ** In honor of Claudia Me- 
nandra, daughter of Claudius Philippus, who has been 
torch-bearer at the Mysteries. The senate of the Areopa- 
gus, the council of five hundred, and people of Adiens 
erect this.*' 

Between the village and the sea, are the ruins of anothei 
temple, consisting of a column and large fragments of stone 
and marble, by some supposed to be the temple of Nep- 
tune. The temple of Ceres was built in the time of Pe- 
ricles, by Ictinus, the architect of the Parthenon, and is 
mentioned hy Plutarch, Strabo, and Yitruvius. A part of 
the pavement of the Via Sacra is still to be seen near ii. 
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There m a few other mine towuds the eea, end the ehepe 
of the andent theatre 11187 be ttaeed» ReliiiBUi|^ for o«r 
honm* we were again etnick with the taal eontaed heap 
of marble raiiie; not a single coliiniii is standing, nor one 
stone upon another. Whilst gaxing upon the few miserap 
ble houses, and the few dirty lazy people lounging under 
the shade of the walls, we thought of the contrast of its 
present appearance to its ancient state, when its proud tem- 
ples were erect, and its Cfdebrated religious ceremonies of 
the Mysteries were so superstitiously obserred e?ery fiAh 
year. 

Crossing the plain to the eastward of Eleusis, we ob- 
served among the grass and rushes, remnants of the old 
causeway along which the procession was wont to mo?e 
from Athens to Eleusis* Near a small stream were the foun- 
dations of anoUier fine structure, and the ruins of a small 
temple close to the sea. Turning from the sea shore we 
entered the defile of Daphne, and near the top of it passed 
a tomb, and the ruins of a monastery,, and shortly after* 
wards from the side of the hill we caught sight of the plain 
of Athens. Some of the new white )u>uses of the modern 
town shortly appeared around the eomer of a distant hiH* 
and at last the fever memorable Acropolis, with the marble 
columns of the Parthenon. We soon reached the plain, 
and for the first time since leaving Megara, found a rich 
fertile soil and some cultivation. We passed through 
sevend gardens, were obliged to ford a deep stream, the Ce- 
phissns, and at last emerging from the stone walls that in- 
tersect the country, we had an unobstructed -view of the 
temple of Theseus, the Acropolis with its ruined marble 
structures, and the whole of modem Athens. We stopped 
on the outskirts of the town, at a large newly erected 
building, the centre of which has been converted into an 
hotel. 

Four, p. M., we walked to tlie temple of Theseus and the 
hill opposite the Acropolis, from whence we had a fine pano* 
ramie view of the opposite msjestic ruins, and of various 
scattered columns in the plain bdow. The majesty and 
grandeur of these ruiUs, so superior to our most sanguine 
expectations, made us anxiously await an opportunity of 
closely examining them. How extraordinary that they 
should have been so long unknown to Europe, public at- 
tention having been first excited towards them by the publi- 
cations of Spon and Wheler in 1^, or rather by the publi« 
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cation, at Paris in 1676, of the work .of La Guilleti^re, who 
visited Athens after escaping from slavery in Barbary. 

The temple of Theseus in. the plaia below, constructed 
entirely of white marble, has a grand appearance: it is the 
most perfect remnant of Grecian architecture iq existence* 
All the columns are standing, the interior is restored,' and 
with the exception of the once beautiful sculpture, now de- 
cayed by time, may be considered entire and perfect. It 
possesses all the majesty and simplicity of the pure Doric; 
a portico of six columns at each front, and eleven on eaeh 
side, resting upon the stone pavement, without base or pe- 
destal. Each front of the building, and the frieze the 
whole way round, were covered with magnificent high and 
bas reliefs, now unfortunately much ruined and decayed. 
They have been copied in the valuable work of Stuart, and 
by other artists. The metopes in front of the temple are 
said to relate to the labors of Hercules; those on the two 
flanks, to the labors of Theseus; and the spirited figures oa 
the frieze, to represent the combat of Theseus with the Cen- 
taurs, divided into three unequal portions, by two parties 
of deities seated on iNIount Olympus. The intorior is small,' 
dark and unnnposinfi, very dunixeon-like in appearance; it 
was bciniT prepared by workmen lor the coronation of King 
Otho, whieh they lolii ns was to take place inside. This 
temple is considered to have been erected by Cimon, son 
of Miliiades, about eight centuries alter the death of The* 
seus. 

We p->«sed on to the Areopai^us, wl.oro Paul, the Apostle, 
declared unto the Athenians " iho Unknown God. "And 
they took him and brought hun unto Areopagus, saying, 
May we know what tiiis new doctrine whereof thou speak- 
est is?" *«»•*** 

»* Then Paul stood in the midst of jMars' Hill, and said. Ye 
men of Alliens," etc., &,c.* Steps, cut in the rock, lead 
from the aiiora to the hill of the Areopairns above, on the 
eastern or highest summit of which is an open space, where 
Ihe rock has been planed down; affording a view of the 
majestic ruins of the Acropolis to the east, the temple of 
Theseus to the north, and to the southward, the Piraeus, the 
Saronic gulf, with its beautiful islands, and Salamis, the 
theatre of Athenian glory. Here sat the celebrated court of 
justice, supposed to have been founded by Cecrops, which 
heard causesi and passed sentence m the night» in order that 

» Acte xvu. 19, 22, ^ 
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they might nol be prepossessed either in favor of the plain- 
tiff or defendant by seeing thelto. Near this spot the Per- 
sians encamped, under the eotomiind of Xerxes.^ 

We descended into the plain, and passed on to the Pnyx, 
the entire form and shape of which is clearly distinguish- 
able, it being an area, shaped out of the solid rock. There 
is still to be seen the ^Tjfia, of stone pulpit, from which De- 
itiostbenes and the Athenian orators were wont to harangue 
the assemblies of the people. , There are few spots in the 
' woild clothed with more interesting associations than this* 
From the little rostrum we may ima|;ine Demosthenes ut*. 
tering those words in one of his orations, There survive 
to Athens, everlasting possessions; on the one hand, the 
memofj of her exploits: on the other, the splendor of her 
moBumenifi." t 

Demostheoes AndroL 618f 

" * ' . I. 

We may imagine him recounting to his countrymen the 
&ble of the sheep and the wolves, on the occasion of Phi- 
lip's demanding of the Athenians that their orators should 
be given up to him; or disputing with his celebrated rival, 
^schines. 

Just beyond is the monument of Philopappus, a ruined 
circular building, seated on an eminence commanding a 
noble view of the principal ruins, and the majestic columns 
of Jupiter Olympus. It is constructed of large blocks of 
white marble, and adorned with Roman bas-reliefs. A 
figure in a large niche is supposed to be King Antiochus, 
and under him another in a chariot, drawn by four horses, 
led by a youth, is supposed to be the Emperor Trajan. In 
advance of the chariot, in the same compartment, arc five 
other mutilated individuals, apparently conversing together. 
The monument derives its name from the inscriptions on it, 
which have been published, to the effect that ** Caius Julius 
Philopappus attained unto distinguished honors at Rome," 
and is supposed to have been erected in the second century. 
Crossing the fields towards the column of the temple of 
Olympian Jove, I was struck with the miserably rude at- 
^^tempts of the peasantry at ploughing. In vain do other 
nations make improvements in husbimdry and agripultural 

* Uerod» viiL 53* 
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implements; they are here improfited by; the land is merely 
scratched with a piece of wood, headed by an iron spike, 
drawn by oxen at a snail's pace; and the ground is rolled 
by a man si:iiuling on a piece of timber, drawn by two oxen, 
backwards md forwards across the field, who are constantly 
jolting him off his log, and givinj]^ him infiniio trouble. 

The 16 columns of the temple of Jupiter Olympus, 
from their immense size, have a very imposing appearance; 
they are of the Corinthian oidfjr, of the most beautiful 
worlimanship, 6 feet in diameter, and near 60 feet in 
height; the architraves, of enormous size, still rest upon 
some of the columns, and one which has been measured 
was found to be 22 feet six inches in length. In the 
plan of this building pnblislicd by Stuart, it appears to 
have been entirely surrounded by a double colonnade of 
124 columns, twenty in each front, and forty-two at each 
side; the length of the front was 124 feet, and that of the 
side more than 400. Pisistratus is said to have laid the 
foundations of a temple on this spot between (j'M) and 640 
years «. c; subsequently, Amiochus Epiphanes, king of 
Syria, began to erect a magniiu ent temple to Jupiter Olym- 
pus, of the Corinthian order, upun these foundations, em- 
ploying Cossutius, a Roman architect, for that purpose; at 
his death, 174 b. c, the work was discontinued for a long 
period, and then resumed at the joint expense of the kings 
and states in alliance with Augustus. Seventy-eight years 
afterwards, the columns prepared for the building were car- 
ried away by Sylla, on his capture of Athens, and made to 
ornament the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus at Rome; and it 
was only in the time of Hadrian that the temple was com- 
pleted by that muniiicent benefactor of the city.* 

A short distance onward, in the direction of the town, we 
arrived at the arch of iladnan, of white Pentelic marble, 
which led from the new Athens, embellished by Hadrian, to 
the old city of Theseus; it is adorned with C'oriiuhian co- 
lumn and pilasters, and has on it the folio wuig Greek in- 
scription: 

AIA £1:^ AeHNAl ©HXHaX *H nPI N no AXS. 

"We next came to the Choragic monument of Lysicrates, 
called by the Greeks,To ^ava^ tov Ai^fMaBivov, the Lantern 

* Fausaoiaa* Thucydkles, Ub.ii.et 16. Platarch in Sobn. 
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Denosthenes;'' a onpobi rtimiinded by ds flated Oe- 
riathian aolamns^ ranting upon a qaatengular baaement* 
The aiefaiirave and (rleze are of obe bloek of mavble^ and 
lound the latier are ba»<»Uefe« copied hj Stuart, and aup- 
poaed to repreaent the aubject of the theatrical aod nroaml 
entertaiiMiieiila. Oa the aammit waa placed the conseecatad 
tripod of Lyateratea; it being one of tfaoae interaating little 
MOttinenta« anpportlng tripmla, gained aa ihe prize of vio" 
tony in the choroa of Uie neighlroring theatre of Bacdina, 
and dedicated to that deity, the patnm of dranatic lepreaen* 
tationa, erected 3d0 b. c; Uie inscription teattfies that " Ly* 
aicratea, aon of LymthMdea, led the chorua, when the boys 
of Aramantia gained the victory, when Thenn played the 
Sat0, when Lyeiadea wrote the pieeef-^and when Evsnetna 
waa Afehon/* — StnarL Paasing through sonne houses, we 
aame to an octagonal tower built by Andronicus Cyrrhestes, 
and called tovf avc^^, -or tba Temple of the Winds.'' 
Each side faced the quarter firom which a particular wind 
blew, the ideal form or cfliK^tof which is portrayed in bold 
bas-reliefs, beautifully engrave<i in Stuarl'a work. Liba and 
Notua have their feet bare, the latier being aboitt to deloge 
the earth with a copious shower from an inverted waterpot; 
Boreaa ia blowing a twiated.eone, hia garments fluttering in 
ihe air. One figure is coming with a lapfull of fruit, and 
another is blowing along a ship, showing that that particidar 
wind was favorahle for navigation. 

Sunday, May dd.— Having obtained an order to admit ns 
within the Acropolis, we proceeded thither with a guide, 
paaaing the nitna of the Roman theatre, consisting of rows 
aiehes and an ezeavaled hollow, choked up with rubbish: 
we toiled up the aaeant,^onderinf at the vast marble walla 
and the lofly aquaie tower above, and arrived at a email edi- 
fice, where our order for .adauaaion waa delivered; capitals, 
bits of marble Inezea, aad arahttravea ware built into the 
walU and leaning againat it, were fragmenta of siatnea, coi^ 
nioea, and ornamanla of white marble: the noise of worii* 
men, and the rattling of apadea and pickaxes, showed that 
the work of eacavation waa proceeding; and fragments of 
baanreliefe, executed in the amt aplrited manner, and aoulp- 
Inred eapitala and friezes, of a ftyle of werkmaaabip no* 
where to be met with at the pteaent day, and new equalled 
since the lime of Periclea, wert ahowtt ua aa the prodaet of 
Ihe last lew daya' labor* 

Our attention upl aiiDngnat adamiiaD wart drawn finrth 
VoIh 1.— 5 



Digrtized by Google 



hj the majestie font or the Pr6p3rl»a, of the Dorio older of 
architeetnret the original entrance of which, between the 
centre columey has been lately cleared oot and thrown open; 
the entrance thiongfa which the noblest of the Athenians 
wi»e wont to paae to offer up their thanksgivings for vio- 
tory, or to suspend the shields taken from the capiive or 
slaughtered enemy upon the marble walls of the Parthenon. 
Through this majestic portal, in times past, have pressed 
the throng of the Panathenaic procession; the bearers of 
olive branches, the young virgins of the noblest families, 
and all the pomp of the great festival in honor of Minerva^ 
the patroness of Athens. King Otho was the first person 
to pass through on its being cleared from the rubbish* 
Crossing over vast masses of shattered marble, and over the 
ruins of those vast marble beams which, stretching from 
column to column, in lime past excited the wonder and ad- 
miration of Pausanias, we came suddenly in sight of the 
grand, heavy front of the Parthenon: no d^cription, nor the 
best drawing, can give an idea of the awe-inspiring eflfeet 
produced by this building when it fiist meets the eye. From 
this point, the rubbish having been partly cleared away from 
the marble platform, the douUe portico, of foorl^n Dorie 
colnmns, strikes one with somewhat of the majesty and 
grandeur that it possessed in the Peridean age: on edvan* 
cing, however, we see the perspective of ruined columns 
and mourn the dilapidation that has taken place in conse* 
quence of the explosion of the Turkish magazine, in the 
centre of the building, during the Venettan siege. Along 
the western front, a front row of eight Doric columns^ stiB 
support massive fragments of the entablature and frieze, and 
behind them is a second range of six others. Of the whole 
temple, twenty«nine colnmns only are now standing; those 
on the north have nearly all fallen* Of the rich frieze, 520 
feet in length, covered with dtose superb bas-reliefs, repre- 
senting the Panathenaic procession, not a vestige now re- 
mains, except a small portion on the wall of the Pronaos, 
or of the ninety-two metopes, representing the war of the 
Amazons, and the fabulous cont^t of the Athenians with 
the Centaurs. A miserable ruined mosque disfigures with 
its mean walls, the area inelosed by the mined columns and 
shattered marbles* 

To the northward of the Parthenon are the ruins of the 
£rectheum, so called from Ereclhens, its founder, one of 
liia most aoeitnt stnictuies ia Athens, aiid the most beauti- 
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fal ipectmmi of the Ionic order in the world; but small, not 
heme more than sixty-three feet In length and thirty-six in 
breadlb* There are four beautifiii Ionic columns of the 
north portico supporting a rich frieze and cornice still stand- 
ing, surrounded by a confused heap of marble ruins, and 
three of the famous caryatides that supported the Caryatid 
portico. We mounted over huge marble blocks that had 
tumbled from above, to portions of the frieze and of the rich 
marble carving belonging to the temple, most exquisitely 
chiselled. In the part supposed to have been the Pandro- 
sium are two chambers, in one of which may have grown 
the sacred olive; the eastern chamber, however, is supposed 
by Colonel LeL^ke and Stuart to be the tomb of Cecrops, 
from an insci il)e(l mnrbin found there and now in the British 
Mupcnm. In ilie otfier portion of the building, now gone 
to ruins, was the celchraiecl well of salt water, the wooden 
staUie of Minerva, with tiie knip and brazen palm-tree be- 
fore it, Slc. a subterranean passntic has lately hccn disco- 
vered leading to the supposed Temple of Aglauros, wliere 
the Athenian youtii u ere accustomed to take an oath to lay- 
down their lives \n (lefeiice of tlieir eoiiiitry. There are a 
great many wells, subterranean plaees. and excavations in 
the Aeropnlis. 'J'he view from henee of the whole of Athens, 
and the plain, mounts Hymcttus and Pentelicus, the gulf of 
^gina, the islands and the distant monniains, is very stri- 
king. We passed the ruins of the temj le of the wingless 
Victory, erected on the spot whence King ^Egeus cast him- 
self down on seeinfT tlie black ?ail on his son's ship, which 
the victors had forgotten to take down on their joyous re- 
turn: it was thought until very lately to have been blown 
up or destroyed by the 'I'urks, hut it appears to have hcen 
concealed in some modem Turkish masonry; eight columns 
about fifteen feet hinh, four in front, and four at the hack, 
and nearly tlie whole frieze, with its beautiful bafl-reiieiisi 
still exist. 

Passing again through the Propylaea, we admired afresh 
the simple majesty of the huiklin?, and its beautiful adapta- 
tion to the nature ot the gronnd as a defence and ornament. 
It is placed across a natural openincr in the rock, found by 
admeasurement to be 168 feet wide. The f^rand central 
colonnade of six fluted Doric columns, stood on a raised 
platform, and was approaehed hy three steps. The inter- 
columDiatioDs were seven ieet, except between the two oen- 
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tral columns, which were thirteen feet apnrt, furnishing space 
Ibr a carriage way. Behind the ^rand central coloniKide 
was a veslibiilc, forly-three feet in depth; the roof was sus» 
tained by six lomc columns in a double row, thirty-four feet 
high, supporting a ceiling laid upon marble beams, the lonj^- 
est of wfiich was twenty-two feet in lensrth, and the shortest 
seventeen. Five doors at the extremiiy of the vestibule 
Opened upon a Doric colonnade, similar to the exterior co- 
lonnade. This building, called Propylaia, and spoken of in 
the highest terms of admiration by Pausanias and other wri- 
ters, and alluded to with eiuhusiasm in the orations of De- 
mosthenes and the compositions of the Athenian poets, was 
commenced in the Archonship of Euthymenes, 437 b. c, 
and completed in five years under the direction of the archi- 
tect Ment sides, at ilie expense, accordinsf to Heliodoms, of 
2012 talents. This structure, the Parthenon, and the Tem- 
ple of Eleusis, were the three greatest of the architectural 
undertakings of Pericles, and well attest the magnificence 
of his taste, and his skill and judgment in the selection of 
architects. The most ancient of the walls that surrounded 
the Acropolis, were constructed by the Tyrrhenian Pelnsod; 
parts ol tlie Cimonian work remain, and the centre of the 
northern side, says Colonel Leake, still bears the strong-est 
evidence of the haste with which Thucydides describes the 
fortifications of Athens to have been restored, alter the Per- 
sian wnr. 

Just helow the road ascending to the Acropolis, under the 
noriheni wing of the wail of the Propyliea, is a little cavern" 
or reeess in tlie rock, and a spring", answeriric^ lo Pausa- 
nias's description of the Groiio of Pan: and siiil further on 
is the ruined theatre of Rcgilla, erected by Herodes, son of 
Herodes Atticus, and named after his wiie Kegdla. Three 
rows of circular arches and an immense semicircular hollow 
scooped out of the rock, and choked with rubbish, are all 
that remain of this once mngiiilicent structure, whose roof, 
according to PausamaSi was of cedar, and the decorations 
iiuperb. 

In the evening we went round to the theatre of Bacchus, 
first dicovered by Ch;uiLlkr, fiom whence was taken the 
statue of Bacchus by Lord Elgin; some slight remains of 
sealsj excavated in the rock alone exist. Just above is a 
small cave witli an inscription, translated by Stuart, to the 
«Sec( that Tiiras^ Uus had gained the vioiory in the Chorugic 
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grames: and near at hand still exist two pillars, supposed 
iormerly to hnve supported tripods gained by victorious 
Choragi in this theatre. 

When we look around us at the ditlereiit ruins that still 
attract our gaze as we wander over this interesting ground, 
we are led to wonder that, notwithstanding the rapacity of 
of the Romans and the irruptions of barbarians, so many 
monuments of Grecian art should still exist on this spot, to 
ffive us an idea of the uiairnificence and splendor of Athens 
under the adtniiiistration of Themisiocles, Cimon and Peri- 
cles; near 2300 years have passed away since the erectioa 
of these buildings, which, in grandeur of design, in purity 
of taste, and excellence of workmanship, will never be 
surpassed, and never, probably, again be equalled. But it 
is sad to see them thus mouldering away, and to recollect 
thai they have suffered more during the last two hundred 
years than during the preceding two thousand. In the age 
of the Antonines, hallowed and softened by tlie lapse of six 
centuries, tliey are described by Plutarch as beiiio; in per- 
fe«l preservation, and possessing all their original freshness, 
so as to make him join in the universal wonder, that build- 
ings remarkable for the rapidity of their construction should 
have been executed with such perfection.* When Spon 
and Wheler visited Athens, the Parthenon was almost per- 
fect, but in 1687, only a few years afterwaixis, took place 
the Venetian seige, when, on the 21st of September, a shell 
tailing on a heap of powder, placed in the centre of the 
building, caused an explosion which threw down ail the wall 
at the eastern extremity, destroyed all the centre, threw 
down nearly all the columns on the northern liank, and so 
shattered the whole pile that fragments have since been con- 
stantly tumbling. On the capture of the Acropolis, the 
Venetians attempting to remove the inimitable car of vic- 
tory with its matchless iiorses, let the whole group fall, 
and according to the description of a Venetian captain, it 
was not only broken, but ground to powder on the pave- 
ment below. The Turks, on regaining possession of the 
citadel, completed the destruction by burning for lime the 
fallen fragments. 

After the ravages committed in Athens by Alaric the Goth, 
Synesius, a writer of that age, compares the city ** to a vic- 
tim of which the body had been consumed, and the skia 

m 

* riuUrch m FericlM. 
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only left.*' What woaU lie have gadd after ihe Venetian 
•iege? 

May 6th. — Rode to Mount Pentelicns and the maible qnar^ 
flea, which aie approached by a nig^d path, ieadinff through 
bruahwood and dwarf eYevgieen ahniba, MarUlB roc^, 
ftom whoBce the atone haa been eut, towered aronnd, and 
in Iheaoi fa?eni8 and aubtemneoas passages have been bcri^ 
lowed ont» which we entered by torch light; slight pillnn 
support the rooft and the eavea nre nracfa venerated by tfie 
Greeka, from their having aerved aa retrealB to the prtmi* 
tive Christiana. It ia wonderfni how the va^ Uoefat of 
marble were tranaported. down this ragged mountain to 
the derated poaitiona on the Acropolis in which they are 
now aeen.. 

In the eveuing we atroUed through a portion of the mo* 
dern mud4Mtflt Turkish village of Athens^ to the mins of 
the Pantheon of Hadrian* whose Corinthian columns tower 
with a noble grandeur above the. ruined mud waUa and 
dingy tenements thai line the bazaar, presenting a scene of 
former magnificence Ju striking and saddening contnisl 
with the meanness and wretchedness of the present day. 
The ruined wslla incloae a quadrangular space* 376 feet 1 
inch in length* by 252 iil breadth. In the centre are the 
remaina of a gateway; and the western front is still adorned 
with ten out of the eighteen odomns that originally stood 
therct and at each extremity is a projecting wdi faoed with 
Corinthian pilasters. ' . 

A little to the southward of this niin» appioaehing the 
hill of the Areopagus* surrounded by the crumUhig houses 
of the town we were shown some detaehed fragment of 
walla* called the Gymnasium of Ptolemy Philsdelphus* 

May 7th.-~Rode to die plain of Marathon, through a 
barren* wild« uninhabited country* and in about five hom 
came in sight of a strip of long* nanow* level ground* along 
the sea shore* upon which may be seen' a large tumulna, 
emisidered, with reason* to be the barrow erected over tim 
ashes of the Athenians who fell at die battle. Near the 
sea, still extends a marshy district* the bog which was ao 
fatd to the Peraians. Pausanias, who v'mML this spot 60ft 
years afiar the battle* apeaks of half-colonmat eseoted on 
the barrow, on which were engraved the names ef those 
who had Mien. None of these have been found. Then 
were distinct monuments for the Platsans* the slaves* and 
one for Miltiades, the generaL - II as a solitary deserted 
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waste, without life, without cultivation, ?ind without trees, 
except heiiB lod tfaace a scraggy piofi» or a few dwarf 
shrubs. 

The soil of Greece is ircnerally rocky, and unsusceptible 
of tillaETc; but the mountains and open country, covered 
"^vith abundance oi' brushwnoi], juniper hushes and dwarf 
shrubs, the hcautiful inland bavs and seas, studded with 
islands and rockv headlands, tlic bold wavy outlines of the 
shadowy mountains, and the blue mists iianging over the 
distant landscape, rendered the scenery, in many places, 
most fascniaiiufily beautiful; while here and there, the 
marble columns, and ruined editiceg, of hy-o;one times, 
rising above the crumhlln<( mud hovels o( the present day^ 
or presentmii the only traces of man in a wild uninhabited 
district, cxote in our minds melancholy reilecLions oq the 
fallen tt)rtunes oi" the country. 

We arrived at Alliens hue in the evening, and strolled 
ioto the town, through the newly built houses. Groups of 
Greeks in red caps, and a lew Turks in i urban?, were col- 
lected in the bazaar: the latter now live on the best terms with 
the Greek inhahiiants, many of whom hesitate not to de- 
clare that they would as soon have Turkish masters agrain 
as that the Bavarian soldiers shoukl cuntmue to domineer 
over the country. Otho bimself is popular, but the Bavari- 
ans are hated, nor is it to be wondered at, when all the posts 
under government are occupied by Bavarians, and so large a 
Bavarian torce is inaintaiued. " What do we want with 
these fellows?'' I have heard Greeks sayi we can fight 
and defend our own king." 

To an indn iduai newly arrived from Europe, the town 
of Athens presents a most miserable aspect; he would in- 
deed smile at the appellation o( town^ given to the collec- 
tion of ruined houses and mud huts scattered on the norihern 
and western sides of the ancient Acropolis. The Greek 
population is very small, and Athens, without the newly- 
buift environs, is in fact nothing more than a mud village. 
The bazaar consists of a dirty lane', bordered on either side 
with open shops and stalls, at which roots, vegetables, and 
some of the commonest sorts of merchandise are sold. 
Very few women are to be seen, and those who, at the pre- 
sent day, expect to find in Greece the originals of the ideal 
forms delineated in the admired drawings and prints circa- 
lated in England, will be most miserably disappointed. 

There can be few couatries of Europe where there is less 
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female beautv to attract attention than at the present day in 
Greece. The robust labors and the ouL-ot-door hard work, 
which in most countries fall on tlte shoulders of the men, 
here devolve upon the women, wearing down their forms 
and destroying^ all symmetry of lipaire. 

In the sea-port towns, and in places possessing a popula- 
tion that subsists chiedv liy commerce, and is less exposed to 
the wasting influence of the climate, irirls may occasionally be 
seen possessincr considerable personal attractions, but thev are 
of a very mixed race and claim atjtle to be called Greeks only 
from sjieakin? t!ic modern Greek langiiaore. New houses 
have risen and are rismn: wdth nreat rapidity in the environs 
of Athens. Streets have been marked out, and the new 
erections are binh much in the stvle of the white houses in 
the environs of some of our little waierino- places. The dif- 
ferent European nations have resident ministers, and there 
are some resident larailies of Bavarians and of ofHcers who 
served in the Greek army during the revolutionary war; 
there is, consequently, already some atrreeable society, but 
a great dearth ot ladies. There was a gay ball at one of 
the foreign minister's just before we arrived, and there 
were, I was told, about ten gentlemen to every lady; these 
ladies are exotics, being mostly German, French, <fec. 
Greek ladies, f)os5essing the accomplishments and refine- 
ments that entitle to that appellation, are as yet very rare. 
The country has been too short a time disenthralled from 
the iron embrace of Turkey, under whose grinding despo- 
tism all ranks are sunk to the same common level. These 
new houses that have sprung up would naturally impress us 
witli the idea that the country is rapidly advancing in pros- 
perity; could we but see an improved cultivation of the soil, 
and increased capabilities of production; hut the new build- 
ings are speculations of English and French capitalists, 
erected to supply the wants of the government and its re- 
tainers, and those of the different foreign ministers who ae- 
cessarily accompanied it in its migration hither. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

^TATE OF GREECB. DEPOPULATION.— WASTE LANDS.— -DE- 
CAYED AGRICXJI.TURE.^ LAVISH EXPENDITURE.-— GREEK 

LOAN. GOVERNMENT OFFICES. BAVARIAN OFFICIALS.— 

THEIR UNPOPULARITY. BA\ARiAN bOLDIERS. DiSCON* 

TENT. — BAD MEASURES.— OTHU ti EXPERIEJKGE. 

But now tiie sounds of population iaiU 

No cbeerlbl Utarmors Bactuate in the gale. 

No busy steps the grass-firrown footway tread, 

But all Um blooming flora of life is fled.— GomMtTB. 

Well mit{lit Lord Byron remark, " 'Tis Greece, but 
living Greece no more." Sad is the nspect of the roniiiry 
at the present time; its plains are iintillefl: dcsolalion broods 
among its dwelUiiL's; iis population is wasted away, 'ind the 
si^ht of a human being in the rourse of a twelve hoUTS* 
journey is really quite a cheerino incident. 

Comparing the present aspect of the country alon? the 
route we have hitherto traversed, destitute of inhabiianls, 
coveied with ruined villages, and wide tracts of nntilled 
land, with our knowledge of its ancient state, what a sad 
mutalioQ of fortune does it not present, and what a melan- 
choly instance of the instability ul all human affairs! Mark 
the iinpuvtiibhed population in the few roined villaqfes you 
do meet with, and the aspect of the wasted female forms 
stanilnitr at the doors of the mud huts; see the little children, 
generally so attractive from their cheerful mnocence, here 
rendered repulsive and disgusting to us by the dirt with 
whicii ihey are covered; and the men, whose ancestors 
were of old so renowned for their love of country and 
exaUi (i patriotism, now lounging about the villages in reck- 
less idleness. 

As a iuriune can be much easier spent than acquired, so 
can the prosperity oi a country be much easier destroyed 
and lis resources exhausted than they can be again restored. 
It is the great curse of the Turkish government that wher- 
ever its baneful influence has extended, population has 
languished, and countries have become impoverished. Their 
arbitrary government, like the deadly simoom, breathes 
destruction upon ail within its influence. The rural difl* 
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tncts of Greece have been rendered desolate and unin- 
habited by the \on<j: reign of Turkish oppression and mis- 
rule; its line population has been almost exterminated by 
famine, the pestilence, and civil war, and the Bavarian 
n'overnment does not appear to understand, or unlbrtu- 
uatcly does not pursue, tlie measures calculated to restore 
its ancient prospontv, and winch can alone be done by 
sedulouBly diifusmg habits of indu8br}r» andeamesUy attend- 
ing to the revival of ai^rriciilture. 

Ihit it may be exclaimed, are not new and commodious 
houses rapidly arising around Athens? Has not the town 
of Patras been rebuilt with great rapidity from its ruins? 
Have not new wareliouses been erected at the Pirrcus? 
And arc the two former no symptoms of inlBreasing pros- 
perity, and the latter of increasing commerce? True, there 
are tliese (.rraiifyintr appearances, but unfortunately they are 
merely local, owing to local causes, and are of theniBelves 
no mdex of the prosperity of the countrv generally. 

At Patras, whose contiguous plain possesses a soil so 
favorable for the cultivation of currants, it was naturally 
to be expected that when the civil war ceased, and ma- 
raudins^ robbers no longer despoiled the land, that the 
great demand for that fruit in the English markets should 
stimulate a few European capitalists to invest some small 
portion of capital in the cultivation of the soil. 

At Athens the new houses and erections, presentinj? so 
favorable a contrast to the mud houses and crumbling ruins 
of the Turkish village, are entirely owing to the removal of 
the seat of government, with its attendants, the staff, the 
diplomatic body, and numerous ofllcials, to that desolate 
spot, all of whom had wants to be gratified, and for whose 
accommodation new dwellings and edifices were required: 
these wants have been sup])lied from abroad, and the arti- 
cles for eonsnmption have been brought to the Fireeus to 
be transported to Athens; hence the erection of ware- 
houses for their reception at that spot. 

If we judge of the advancing prosperity of a country in 
} the aggregate from a tew local appearances, such judgment 

must necessarily be erroneous. The increase of an iso- 
lated village or town is no criterion of general prospenly; 
and if, as in Greece, we tind the provinces destitute of an 
agricultural population, the country, except in the neigh- 
borhood of the villages or towns, generally uncultivated 
land pjcqper for liberally rewarding rural labor, covered 
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with spontaneous productions, the climate becomii^c^ year 
after year more unhealthy from utid rained marshes, and 
the little land that is cuUivaied imperfectly worked — snch 
appearnnees lorhid our entertauiing the idea that the coun- 
try presenting them is inercasinsf in prosperity. 

The strancrcr who has read of tlie fertihiy, the produc* 
tions, and the ancient power and populaiion of Greece, wiU 
be astonished at tlie present day at the paucity of the in- 
habitants, the scanty productions of the soil, and ilie rude 
tracts where neither tlie plough nor the harrow ever disturb 
the surface. 

The two <rreat evils which clieck the advancement of llie 
country, are the want of capital and the want of an industri- 
ous rural population. Not the least misfortune attending 
the arbitrary spirit and destructive measures of ihc Turkish 
government, is that they press the hardest upon the most 
valuable portion of the community, agriculture and the au^ri- 
cultural population, by destroying the security of person 
and security of property. It is in the rural districts thai its 
oppression has always been most feU— it is the scattered 
peasant who has fallen its victim. The hungry Pasha, who 
would rob the rural cultivator of his hard-earned produce, 
has shrunk from a contact with the concentrated popul uioii 
of the town. (Treece has been mined by such MUjn incipled 
oppressors. The capital of the country has been ail wasted; 
the agricultural population, the irreat productive class, de- 
stroyed; and the small remaininLf inhabitants have been ren- 
dered idle and reckless. Habits of industry, the source of 
all wealth, ceased to exist when the natural reward of indus- 
try, the enjoyment of the comforts and conveniences arising 
from it, were no longer secure. The mainsprintr of all pros- 
perity, in every country, is the diffusion among the mass of 
a spirit of industry and a spirit of economy, which can only 
be effected by securing to all, the undisturbed enjoyment of 
those comforts and conveuience^ which by industry and 
exertion are procurable. 

But Turkish misrule has been attended with the ruinous 
effect of teaching the cultivator of the soil, through the rob- 
bery and exaction of oppressive rulers, that he had no inte- 
rest in its improvement, no hopes in its fertility, and no mo- 
tive to plant for the benefit of his children. The more the 
cultivator increased its produce, the more subject he was to 
robbery and exactions; and instead of hoarding the fruits of 
the ^arthy to be multipiied ia.futuse yemlor the use ol him^ 
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tubsistenee. 

The grottodf therefore, by his labor gained no durable 
valQe« Ufed was only impoverished by tbe fruits ii boii* 
War, pestilence, and famine, brought on by had govem- 
meot, gradually thinned the pofwdationf aiid,atlaat, reduced 
Ihe comilry to the miserable powerless state In which we 
now see it, and from which there aeems no immediete pro- 
peot of its emerging. 

It vyill require mzny years of settled goremnsent, .peaiia» 
and good order, before con6dence and security ean be re* 
stored^ — ^before habits of idleness and feoklessnesa, now 
long hrmly established^ ean be made to give way to a spinl 
of industry, and the peasant be indaoed to trust his labor to 
thejsoil with the view of a remote letiiiiQ, and to feei an ith 
terest in its possession. 

. The present govemment seem to be taking no a<^ive mea- 
sures to restore the prosperity of the land, by stimnlatuig 
the industry of the people. It is not sufficient for the gov- 
ernment passively to look on; they ought to slimulale isdne- 
try by furnishing small loans of con^ and agricultural 
plements to the Greek peasant^ to nee inihe enltivation of 
the soil. They ought themselves to employ what capital 
they have in reclaiming waste lands and tilling the ground; 
)»nt, instead of this, they are foolishly spending susm of 
money in the restoration of the temple of Theseus, and 
in exeavating for marbles and antiquities in the Athenian 
Aeropolia, which, although very proper and creditable when 
the nation ean afford it, yet as it appears to me would be 
mueh better postponed to a future time, and the money em* 
ployed in brirtgii^ the many hmidredf of«eiee of waste Jbnd 
into cultivation. 

U must strike every individual tmvelling in Greece, at 
the present day, that the govemment establishment, the 
number of troops kept up, and the consequent expenses, 
are out of all proportion to the resources of the country, and 
that the taxation necessary to support only the half of the 
pesseoi establishment must press most heavily upoa the 
amall productive class that esists. 

^ Jtidging from the vast unproductive portion of the com- 
■unity in Greeeot the numbers of soldiers, and retainers of 
lie governmenl»-sll mere eonsumers oompared with the 
prodttotive ctess, who m«st necessarily maintain them by 
Ihftir h bne i i tahsiM eeeei iniMMhte iheitbs siiri^ua pro* 
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daoe of Ihe- country can bo sufficient lo nupfiprt Ae vast ox* 
poosivo nkilitary and elfil estabUshmont kept up in tbis poor 
and petty sfate; and^ if not, it is very clear that the govern- 
ment is coiisoming the capital, in place^of the revenoe of 
tfie nation^ and, if so, is rapidly advancing to ruin, Tlie loans 
advanced for its support have been nearly expended; the 
money has all disappeared in the hands of soldiers, minis- 
Im, and officials, in the pnrchasin^ of stores, military accou- 
trements and necessaries, and which, having been aU im- 
ported from abroad, have not groused the native industry of 
the country; 

If the money that has been squandered away in keeping 
up a useless and expensive array, in paying the salaries of 
useless officials and government retainers, had been investiMl 
ia tfie purchase of agricultural implement, com and'grain« 
in the building of cottages, and in the hiring of laborers, in 
the planting of olive trees and vineyards, and in the settle- 
ment of industrious families in some of the richest of the 
plains, Greece would already have presented a rapidly im* 
proving instead of » stationary aspect. 
. When I have seen 500 or 1,600 Bavarian soldiers 
marching about in hot dusty weather in the neighborhood 
of Athens, to the sound of the fife and the drum, eleva^ 
ting their arms and legs in the air at the word of eon^ 
mand, and moving with conceited strut in long files, I have 
thought how much more usefully and profitably would they 
be employed, if, selling their muskets and mUitary accoutre- 
ments for wheat and barley, and turning their swords into 
ploughshares, they were to -march to the uncultivated tracts 
in the distant plain, and were to employ their time and la- ' 
bor in tilling the ground, sowing the seed, and draining the 
marshes; and when I have seen the different marble liun- 
ters, the inscription readers, the learned antiquarian writers, 
and the workmen with tlieir excavating tools, and iron ham- 
meis, although their labors are very inlerestittg to the learn- 
ed, and may eventually elucidate many remarkable facts 
connected with Grecian mythology and Grecian architecture, 
yet I have often wished that their labors were postponed for 
a few years to come, and that in the meantime the talents, 
the enthusiasm, the energy and the industry they display 
amid the broken marbles and moss-coveied stones of the 
Acropolis, were diverted to ^e considemtion of the descrip- 
tioD of grain, roots and vegetables most a(fapted to the difie- 
leai soils of Oreeee; in devising the best means of oon^ 
YoL-L— 6 
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structing canals and ri?olet8 to waler«iKi refresh the ground^ 
in forming plantations, gardens and orchardtt and in seek* 
ing to improTtf the land by the moat judieioiw mode of enl* 
tivation* 

There arey I am told, not far short of 6«000 or 8*000 
Bavarian tioopa in Greece, paid by the Greek government, 
Now let us coneelye what would be t!ie result of the labor 
of 1,000 soldiers employed in cultivating the land, furnished 
with seed, and raw materials to work iipon, bought by one 
year's expense of 2,000 troops saved with all their equip- 
ments. At the end of the first year, the expense of the 
1,000 soldiers metamorphosed into cultivators of the soil, 
would be gained out of the produce of their industry, and 
the remaining unconsumed fruit of their labor Would be more 
than sufficient to support the expenses of an economical 
government, after reserving the requisite quantity of seed 
and raw produce necessary for leprodoction in subsequent 
years. 

But here we see these 3,000 troops with arms and ac- 
coutrements, bought in Bavaria with money, that ought to 
have stimulated Grecian rather than Bavarian industry, , 
marching and countermarching across the plnins of Greece, 
consuming corn and grnin that is not grown m the country, 
l)nl is ncces^nrily ijiiportet] from nbro^Ld, through the niia- 
chievous measures of the go\'criimeiU; atul, at the end of the 
year, what is the result of t]ie lal)or and exertions, the train- 
ing and manoeuvring of these 1^,000 able-bodied men?— 
Nothing. Where is tiie money that has been expended? — 
In Candia, in Sicily and m Egypt. Public tranquilhly has 
been preserved, u may l^c said, by ihese troops; wo shall 
see, by and by, liow it might have been preserved more ef- 
fectually without tlieni. 

Some of the soUhers, it is true, 1 liave seen making a road 
from Athens to Piraeus, and a road, too, which 1 was told 
would cost the ^^overnment some little money. This is be- 
ginning at the wrontr end: what is the use of roads whea 
you have no produce to bring to market? 

What should we tfnnk of a parly of colonists going to 
the coast of New Holland, exhausting their labor and con- 
suming their little capital in cutting roads through an uncul- 
tivated country? What is the first impulse that the dictates 
of common sense forec upon the mind of an individual find- 
ing himself with capital m his haiih, in a country possessing 
large tracts of waste land, which require indusiiy alone to 
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make them productive? Why to convert that capital into 
seed and implements of husbandry, and to employ his in- 
dustry upon the land, and thus to create to himself property 
out of it. 

Conceive an individual with live hundred pounds in Ids 
pocket, situated in the midst of a tine uncultivated country 
with a productive soil, which only required the eniployment 
of industry to yield an annual valuable return — conceive liun 
hiring numerous servants and retainers, and, instead of em- 
ploying them in the cultivation of the land, teaching iheni 
to play at ieap-fro«T, to fence, and study old inscriptiotis, 
and importin<T- the corn and grain necessary for tiieir sup- 
port from some neiLrlibormg island; expending one liundred 
out of his hve hundred pounds yearly, without geltmg any 
other return for it than the delight he experienced m seeing 
himself surrounded Ijy so many individuals ready to do his 
bidding. Would not a sensible man ask, what will this 
spendthrift do when live years have run out, and what will 
become of his establishment? Why does he not set all 
these idle fellows to work upon the ground, and convert 
some of his cash into corn, and thus get an annual income 
out of the soil, which, in a few years, would produce hina 
a revenue suihcient to enable him to keep up an ei^peasi?e 
establishment without entrenching on his capital? 

What is true of a solitary individual, is true of a govern- 
ment placed in the pobiLiun of the Greek government. They 
came to an impoverished country destitute of capital, pos- 
sessing a few idle inhabitants and large tracts of uncultivated 
land, whose productive power required seed and industry 
alono to render them available for llie support of a large 
population. 

Enfifland, France and Russia, guaranteed tlio payment 
of the principal and interest of a loan of two millions and 
a half, to be raised lor tiie service of tlie voung King Otho, 
quite sufficient if it had been properly expended to have 
raised the country to a highly flourishing state in the space 
of a few years. 

The young king was an inexperienced minor; the great 
powers exercised no control over the expenditure of this 
money, and it was handed over to a set of hungry Bavarians 
who invented a cumbrous machine of civil government, and 
found out a vast variety of new posts necessary to be created, 
with salaries attached to them, which they crowded to 611 
with greedy expectation. 
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The king, wlio was goijit{ to rei<rn over a poor, half- 
starved people, scanty in numbers, required only a small 
esUibiishment of civil officers nmi an economical govern- 
nient. His expenses first bci^an wiiii 3,600 troops, sent to 
Greece, by the king of Bavaria, whose costs and equip- 
ments 'vere to be paid by the Greek government; and these 
were loilowed, I am told, very shortly, by as many more. 
Oihf) itui-s came to the country as a loreign prince, support- 
ed by tureign arms, a circumstaoce not iikley to be very popu- 
lar with the Greeks. 

The Greek irregular troops were disbanded and thrown 
loose upon society, instead of being employed in the culti- 
vation of the land, a measure not very likely to contribute 
to the preservation of public tranquillity; numerous civil 
offices were created, aiul liie machinery of civil government 
put upon the same fooling as if the king had to reign over 
a highly populous and wealthy community, wliere law suits 
were every day arising: concerning the transler ot properly 
and the talents of judi^es were required for the seltLemeotof 
intricate points connected with proprietary rights. 

Otho being a minor, the government began its career with 
an expensive regency. Three councillors were appointed 
by the king of Bavaria: — 

M. Maurer, Professor of Jurisprudence, who was ex- 
pected to frame a code of laws which were to equal the 
labors of Solon, and to organise a complex maclunery of 
civil jonsprudence for a wasted and depopulated coualry: 

General Heideck, a Swi«;s, whose great military talents 
were to be employed in organising an expensive army, to 
create discontent and consume tlie produce and capital of 
tlie land. And 

Count Armansperg, a Bavarian minl6ter» who was made 
president of the council. 

To liiese were added M. Abel, formerly a Bavarian com- 
missary of police, but who, having married into an influ- 
ential family, succeeded in obtaining an appointment as a 
supplementary member of the council, and was only to be 
called on to act in case of the sickness or absence of one of 
the other tliree members. 

In 1833, the youn<r king Otho landed in Greece: he was 
expected with the greatest enthusiasm, and he was wel- 
comed by the Greeks as the restorer of the country; all 
was hope and confidence, and it was thought tliat by wise 
measures he would soon restore prosperity to the iand^ 
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The Greek revolutionary chiefs, although unaccustomed to 
subordination, received him with respect and obedience, 
and all classes appeared to uaite together for the support of 

his ihrone and governaieut. 

The first excitement and joy on iiis arrival, however, 
had scarcely subsided, when all sorts of political intriijucs 
broke out amoog the Bavarian officials; the wives of the 
members of the regency quarrelled; Professor Maurer and 
General Heideck, influenced by the intriguing spirit of the 
commissary Abel, formed a party against the president and 
being the majoriiy of the council of rctxency, they succeed- 
ed in depriving Count Arniansperg of his pay and the 
emoluments attending his otlicial situation. Their overbear- 
ing insolence was extended to the person of the young 
king, who had been placed, by his father, under the control 
of the regency; they forbade him to visit Count Arman- 
sperg's fanuly, lest the poor youth, who liad so few female 
faces to gladden luni with their smiles, should fall in love 
with one of the Count's daughters, a circumstance pre- 
tended to be greatly feared by their high and mighty ex- 
cellencies. Faction and party spirit at last ran so high liiat 
the government came lo a siand still, and an appeal was 
obliged to be made to the king of Bavaria, who recalled 
Maurer and Aliel, and sent a Bavarian gentleman, called 
Knoi)eI, to act ui their places. 

Tiie government proceeded to disband the native bands 
of Palicharis, and quartered Bavarian soldiers in the princi- 
pal towns and villages, whose presence excited great jealousy 
and a had feeling among the population. 

The Bavarian function a ri(^s then set their brains to work 
in framing a cumbrous machinery of civil government, for 
the poor and scanty Grecian population. 

The kingdom was divided into ten departments; at the 
head of each department was placed a governor, called au 
Eparchy with a board under him. These several depart- 
ments were again subdivided into districts, and at the head 
of each district was placed a ^ 07narrh, assisted by a coun- 
cil, whose proceedings were under the correction of the 
Eparch, There were hosts of public departmcuis created, 
and a set of civil officers called Denwqerentcs. 

The great majority of the offices were crowded by Bava- 
rians; and the Greeks saw they had merely changed a Turk- 
ish for a Bavarian domination. They saw no happy result 
in the change — no brightening prospects — they saw their 

6» 
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golden tireams and sanguine expectations deatroyed, and the 
future presented only a ioug aad dreary vislaof evil and 
misfortune. 

A deadly hale wns thus gradually ci\frendered ao^ainst the 
Bavarian intruders, ihe needy speculators on tiie resources 
of the Greek exchequer; and the overpowering presence of 
a strong iiiilitary force, alone preserved public tranquillity. 
The bold and hardy peasantry of Maina, however, resisted 
Bavarian domination, and the intrusive presence of Bavarian 
officials. The government troops that marched against them 
were repulsed in several bloody encounters, and their resist- 
ance was at last only overcome by the concentration of a 
large Bavarian force, under General Schmaltz, who took 
military possession of the province. 

The whole attention of government was next occupied 
by the trial of Colocotroni and his brother-in-law Coliopulos, 
which l«e!^^an on the 12th May, before the supreme tribunal 
of Napoii, composed of tlie President, or Chief Justice, Po- 
lyzoides, and four judges, Tezelli, Soutzo, Frangouli, and 
Boulgaris. More than 200 witnesses were examined, and 
twenty-five days were occupied in taking down the evidence 
before the pleadings commenced. The judges disagreed; 
three out of the five were for passing sentence of death, 
whilst the other two dissented; the majority, however, pre- 
vailed, and the two dissentients, after listening to a speech 
delivered by the minister ul justice, were compelled to take 
their seats in court by the major of gendarmerie while sen- 
tence was pronounced. 

The two judges were then suspended, and the govern- 
ment proceeded against them for neglect of duty; they were 
tried and acquitted, and sliurlly afterwards restored to their 
official functions. A change of ministry took place, and 
Mavrocordati was removed from the bureau of the foreign 
department and sent as ambassador to Berlin; Rizo suc- 
ceeded him, and Coletti was appointed minister of council. 

The government, instead of attending to the state of iUq 
country and attempting to revive its resources, was distracted 
witli petty intrigues, and its elHciciicy was impeded by the 
clashing interest of it^ numerous dependents. The Greeks 
discovered no wisdom lu the measures pursued; they saw 
a great deal of money spent without benefit to the country, 
and tliey found the expectations they had formed of the ad- 
vantages to be derived from European wiHdom.aud European 
k^ifiiaiioa greatly disappomied. 
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lusurrections broke out ia Messenia; two of the ringlead- 
ers were capiured in the woods of Arcadia^ and the r^overn- 
menl, aware of the discontented state of the popul^iiion, 
increased its military precautions, and erapioyed Fpies in 
hunting out the retreats of some of the diss^ecied chiefs 
whose influence was feared. 

Kiepthos Condovounissios, an associate of Colocotroni's, 
for whose capture a lartre reward had been offered, was sur- 
prised by a band of liavarian soldiers in the province of 
Olympia; he posted himself with some companions behind 
an old house, and after being mortally wounded, and two of 
\m band being kdled, was taken prisoner. Several san- 

fuinary scenes look place in Other parts, and a good d^ai of 
lavarian blood was spilled. 

Towards the end of last year the government was trans- 
ferred from Napoli to Athens, but instead of occupying it- 
seit will) measures for reviving agriculture and bringing the 
waste land into cultivation, it wasted its time in the consid- 
eration of schemes for a fresh judicial organisation of the 
whole kingdom, having got tired of the one they had alrea- 
dy made. 

The kingdom, therefore, was now divided into ten judi- 
cial dtpartments, called NOMOT, over each of these was 
established a superior tribunal, consisting ol three judges; 
the proceedings ol these judges were made subject to revi- 
sal by two courts of appeal, one of which was located at 
Athens, and the other at Tripolizza. These courts again 
were controlled by a superior and final court of appeal for 
the whole kingdom, seated at Athens, called the Court of 
the Areopagus* Alas, poor Greece! Over this court pre- 
sided a president, a chief justice, and under him was a vice« 
president. 

There were ministers for foreign affairs, ministers of jus- 
tice, of public instruction, commissaries of police, corps of 
gendarmerie, and a variety of ministerial departments crea- 
ted, as if the government of a scanty, impoverished popula- 
tion had as much business to transact as the English and 
French governments. Ministers were accredited to the 
courts of London, Paris, Berlin, and St. Petersburgh, and 
one has just now been despatched to the court of Madrid. 
Many oppressive taxes have been established 10 weigh down 
the small remaining industry and energy of the people, the 
most odious of which is a poU-tax, attempted to be levied 
by the governmeiit* 
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The bad feeling rankling against the Bavarian intriulcrs 
is daily increasing, and the only hope of the Greeks seems 
now 10 rest on the coining ut age of the young kintr, Nvhen 
it is earnestly trusted that, disenthralled trooi an iruriguing 
and jobbing regency, he will have discernment to distin- 
guish the measures necessary to advance the true interests 
o) Llie country, and send back the Bavarians to their own 
homes. 

The king alone of all the Bavarians is popular, and to 
him the Greeks seem attached, and they always speak of 
him witli affection and respect. 

The other day I saw the Bavarian troops relieving guard 
at the town house, near Hadrian's Pantheon; they had a 
very overbearing air and manner about them as they 
marched up the bazaar. They pushed the Greeks about 
right and left, many of whom uttered some half-smothered 
curses, while their fine counienances expressed the deadliest 
hate ami indignation. The Greek men arc certainly very 
fine-loo kmgf fellows, much superior to the women. 

Tlie loan of two millions and a half is now, I am told, 
very nearly expended. The resources of ihe country have 
not been unproved, and the expenditure greatly exceeds the , 
revenue. 

Can it be possible, I replied to my informant, a young 
Bavarian, that ihe loan of tsvo millions and a half of money 
has been nearly expended by the government withuui the 
resources of this impoverished country having been im- 
proved and the land brought into cultivation? 

•* Such is generally said to be tlie fact," was the reply; 
•* and considerable uneasiness is felt as to what wiii be done 
when it is all gone." 

Be the expenditure what it raay, it is evident that in the 
circumstances of the country it has been a most wasteful 
expenditure — a mere consumption of capital m the employ- 
ment of unproductive labor, at a time when there are so ' 
many broad acres ill for tillage, and so many people per- 
fectly idle! 

It may be said, that all the obstacles to the improvement 
of Greece, arc not justly chargeable upon the ^^overnment. 
They went, it may be urged, to a land long unsettled by 
internal distraction and civil war. They had to exercise 
authority over a people unaccustomed to the control of re* 
gular government, and habituated to the reckless indulgen- 
cies of nuliiary life. Their exertions were liable to be 
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impeded by the ambition of seditious du^, pOMessing an 
in&ence irreconcileabto with the existenraof a strong exe- 
cutive, and that their power and existence would be most 
insecure, unsupported by a large military forc^ 

That a military force was necessary, I do not for a mo- 
ment deny; but how much better would the tranquillity of 
the country have been preaerred, if France and England, in- 
stead of guaranteeing a loan to the Greek government, to be 
spent according to their discretion, had themselves placed 
at Otho's disposal a few regiments of British and French 
soldiers, just sufficient in number to repress the lawless 
and disaffected; if they had limited such occupation of 
Greece to the term of ten years, and had announced their 
determination to preserve the integrity of the Grecian fron* 
tier against all foreign aggression, and at the same time to 
repress all intestine coi^motion. The benefit of their ex- 
perience in govemment,too, might have been afforded to the 
young king Otho, in some such advice as this:— 

You are going, sir, to a country at present poor and 
impoverisbed, but possessing large tracts of land, which 
only require the employment of industry and capital to make 
them abundantly productive. We will therefore furnish 
you with some dever larcbers, a larse stock of the most 
improved agricultural implements, and a quantity of grain: 
we would advise you to furnish tlie cultivators of the soil 
with seed and implements of husbandry, on an agreement 
that half the produce of the land, when cultivated, shall be 
paid to your government, in return for the advance of capi- 
tal you make them. 

** A great deal of the land is very favorable for the culti- 
vation of cotton, currants, &c., and you will find a ready 
market for any amount of produce of that description that 
you are able to raise. 

** As the population you are going to reign over is small, 
and as there is little property to become the subject of civil 
adjudicaiion, the establishment of your executive government, 
the number of judges nnd courts of justice, must be very 
hniiied, and you will be particularly mindful that a rigid 
economy, by enabling- you to add to your capital, and em- 
ploy it still further m rewarding labor, and in stimulating 
habits of industry, can alone improve the resources of the 
country. 

*' The lawless and diFaffected will be repressed by the 
siroug arm of the military power which we shall place at 



Digitized by Google 



70 



DAMABCmi ADD PAUmtA; 



your disposal; and let all offenders against the peace and 
ihe^lawa be forthwith caondeamed to hard labqr upon the 
waste land. 

Let your undivided attention be turned to the eultiva* 
tion of the Boil» to the improvement of agriculture, and to 
the formation of a large productive body of agricultural 
laborers* upon whom all classes of the community depend 
for subsistence, and who furnish the real wealth of a state 
Invite the different Greeks from the islands, and all those 
who are at present existing under Turkish despotism, 
to emigrate to your shores; supply them with seed, and 
stimulate their industry by granting them a liberal porticm 
of the produce of their labor; 

After the first five years you will be able gradually to 
diminish the number of our troops occupied in your tern- 
tory, and gradually to establish a small Greek force of your 
own, whose expenses you will be able to pay out of the 
improved revenue of the country, arising from increased 
production, without in the slightest degree interfering with 
the floating capital which is being employed by your people 
in producing an annual return. 

Beware, as official situations require to be increased 
and filled, by the increase of population and property, and 
the complicated rights that naturally spring up with them, 
that you do not employ foreigners ii^ such civil situations, 
who are always regarded with jealousy and dislike, as de- 
priving the natives of the enjoyment of those offices which 
they have a right to hold, and as forming obstacles to the pro- 
motion they have a right to expect in their own country. The 
few situations and offices that you have at first to fill, will 
require simply a moderate share of tact and discernment, 
with which you will find many of your Greek subjects 
abundantly gifted. 

The inhabitants, seeing the splendid results of your 
wise measures, will become fervently attached to your gov- 
ernment, and we feel confident, that, at the expiration of ten 
years, we shall be able to withdraw our troops, and you 
will he able, in the improved tranquillity of the country and 
ill the settled habits that will have been diffused among 
all classes to rely solely on your Greek subjects for pro- 
tection. 

** The productive power of the country, so abundantly 
augmented by a wise employment of capital, will enable 
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you to repay us by decrees all our advances, and the ex- 
penses we have incurrea in tranquiUising the country. 

" If, on the oiher hand, we guarantee to you a loan, you 
will find yourself surrounded by hungry and needy adven- 
turers, who, on various pretences, will abstract money from 
your exchequer, for usele^R services, and lead you to adopt 
plans of frovernmcnt, the ultimately ruinous effect of which 
your inexperience will render you unable to detect." 

If some such advice as this had been criven and followed, 
how ditierent now would be the state ol Greece! The sight of 
individuals with their families settled upon the waste land, 
who, by good conduct and industrious habits, had raised 
themselves from poverty to the enjoyment of comforts and 
conveniences of which the mass was deprived, would natu- 
rally have inspired other individuals with emulation and a 
a desire to belter their condition likewise by obtaining the 
command of similar comforts and enjoyments through their 
industry. The idle would thus have been brought to com- 
pare their condition with that of the industrious; settled 
habits would have been gradually acquired; new wants 
would have arisen, and with them new means of gratiiica- 
tion; and a large productive class, the originators of all 
wealth, would thus gradually have been formed. 

While the government, however, remains passive, and 
spenels its money among soldiers, ministers, eparchs, no- 
marclis, dernogerentes, and Imndreds ol'dHcials, all unpro- 
ductive laborers and mere consumers, the casual riches in 
their possession will evaporate ^vilhout exciting trade or 
industry, and the splendid results which might have been 
produced, will be still protracted. As long as it neglects 
all those measures which are obviously required to stiuuilate 
induslrv, and presses down the small remaining energy of 
the people by an odious and oppressive taxation, we shall 
still continue to wander through deserted plains and ruined 
villages; we shall still see the rich soil between Corinth 
and its beautiful gulf, and the wide, uncultivated plains of 
Argos and Marathon, producing poppies and weeds rather 
than wheat; and the healthy, vigorous Greeks in the idle 
employ of government playing at billiards in Corinth, or 
poor, dccrepid individuals, at the door of a ruined hut play- 
ing at cards. 

" No more the farmer's news, the barber's tale. 
No more the wocxlman*s bnlhd ?ha]! prrvail, , 
No more the Binith his dusky brow shall ci^r, 
Relax his ponderooi strengta and lean to hear*** 
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CHAPTER IV. 

DEPARTURE FROM ATHENS.— LAST IMPRESSIONS. GREEKS.-^ 

PUtfiUS. — GENERAL IMPRESSIONS. ^TALR WITH A GREEK. 

OAIDARONISI.^SCBNBRT.— CAPE COLONNA. TEMPLE OP 

MIN£RVA.-^ZEA. — SYRA.— GREEK WOBIEN.— SOCIETY.— 
GREEK FETE.— SCHOOLS.-^LIBRARY. 

I 

C(Bpi refianta eircumcirca prospicere, post me erst ^Egina; ante 

Gn. snsT. ad Svu Svlpiciiim. 

May 8th. — 'Twas one of those lovely tranquillising even- 
ings that misty people in northern climes can only picture to 
themselves in imagination, when we prepared to quit Athens 
for Pirseus. The sun was approaching the summits of the 
western mountains, and throwing its oblique rays upon the 
rriarble ruins that were scnttered in the plain, ond upon the 
majestic cnhimns of the Acropolis, which Stood put la bold 
relief acrainst the deep blue sky. 

What a touching and melancholy interest are thrown 
aronnd these time-worn solitary remnants of Athenian mag- 
nificence! What a host of commingled fecl!ns;s and asso- 
ciations crowd npon the mind as ue gaze on them in their 
solitary grandeur towering above the iieeting ruins of yea- 
terday! 

For near two thonsand three hundred years that virgin 
marble and those lofty columns have looked down from 
yon roeky heiglit, npon the varied fortunes of these bright 
and classic rcirions from the early days of their palmy great- 
ness, through many declining centuries of infirmity and 
misfortune. 

When the rest of Europe was in the darkness of barba- 
rism, they stood there; and they oft inclosed within their 
walls the noblest and tlie proudest of the Atlienians. 

As objects that have been familiar with, and every spot 
that has been the haunt of, a departed friend are endeared 
to us by association and recollection, so again and again do 
we turn our eyes upon these ruined buildings, so intimately 
connected with departed worth and noble thoughts, with 
exalted patriotism and generous sentiments. As we gaze 
i^n them our thoughts wander back to by-gone times, to 
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the proud days of Atheatan glory, and as survey the 
juasterpieoe of Atbaaian arclutecliiiet the work of Pehcles, 
from Bome favorite point of view, we thtak how- often,, per- 
haps, the great man himself has stood upon the same spot, 
to admire the noble monument of his taste, or the exulting 
citizen to point out its commanding grandeur to the newly 
arrived stranger. 

The changes that have come over the nations of the earth 
^ince the decline of Athenian greatness-— since Socrates 
taught in the schools, and DemosSienes harangued upon the 
Pnyx, the civilisation and improvement which have long 
left the country to spread their more extended blessings in 
distant latids; the diffusion of Christianity, which has ex* 
pelled the worship of the heathen gods and goddesses in 
whose honor these magnificent piles of buildings were of 
yore erected — these and a host of '* congenial thoughts and 
quick coming fancies," pass in review before the mind of 
the lingcrintr stranger, as he casts his last look Upon the spot 
SO associated with the illustrious dead. 

Often when gazing upon these marble wrecks of a chaste- 
ncss and purity of architecture, which will never he sur- 
passed, and, probahlv, never again be equalled, have 1 asked 
myself, What if HiU;iio was to fail from her ])innacle of 
greatness, and Ik r sons to be debased bv a political servitude 
such as that whicli has so long deadened the energies of the 
Greeks! What would be left in after rears to tell of her 
former mavrniticence, or to associate itseii with the memory 
0/ her illustrious men? 

Ill no country in the world do there exist more depraved 
tastes and habits than m England, lii no country, except 
in this very land, is money more ibolisfily s])ent and sqiian- 
dered away in trifles. We are the ricln si jipople that ever 
existed. VVe have the means of gratifying our national taste 
to an almost bouiidless extent. We do squander immense 
sums of money upon hiiiUliiiij, but have not one smgle monu- 
ment of good taste, one siiinle editice that would stand erect 
two centuries without constant repair — or if it did so, would 
only excite the smile of pity and the lauirb of scorn — saving 
and excepting always our V€neral)le caihedrais, which belong 
to anotlier era, and point out to us the melancholy fact that 
our taste has declined commensurately with our increasing 
prosperity and civilisation. 

Look at the ruined abbeys, the mouldering castles, and 
vem^rabie monuments of Gothic architecture dotted over the 
Vol. I.— 7 
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length and breadUi of our island, erected hf the laste and at 
the expense of our poorer forefathenit now allowed by thoir 
vicher posterity to crumble to pieces and encumber the 
ground with their fallen fragments, when a small sum of 
money only, annually expended, would have preserved them 
in their pristine beauty and magnificence. 

When I see the hundreds and thousands of poqnds that 
are annually expended in London, in the providing of expen* 
sive suppers, in the procuring of exotic fruits and rare wines, 
whose consumption affords neither health to the body nor 
tefreshment to the soul, how greatly do I regret that our 
wealthy nobles, who have so much money to throw away 
in useless luxury, do not possess somewhat of the public 
spirit, and the magnificent taste that formerly distinguished 
the wealthy Athenians, do not take delight in rearing stu- 
pendous ediEces and noble works of art, rather than in giv- 
mg expensive suppers. What would the pastry-cooks, the 
gardeners, the jelly-makers, and the wine-merchants do? it 
would be asked. Why we should certainly have so many 
tiie less of that description of people, which would be no 
injury to the country, and we should have more architects, 
more stoue-masons, and more individuals employed in pub- 
lic works, whose labors would leave a durable value bi hind 
them — something tangible which we could see and admire. 

The cnpitnl of individuals, and the whole capital of the 
country, must be employed in the encourage nnrnt and sup- 
port of indiistrv; but it is the description of industry called 
forth that marks the judgment employed in expenditure. 
JiOok at Athens, the whole of whose territory was not lialf 
the size of the smallest of our Enolish counties, and the 
whole of whose annual income never equalled the annual 
rental of one of our large towns, yet she succeeded in raising 
buildings which, for taste, costliness, and magnificence, have 
never in modern times been equalled invthis great and 
wealthy country of Britain. 

Tiie traveller who has wandered through Italy, will be 
astonished at the vast and magnificent palaces erected near 
five centuries ago at Genoa and al Venice, at Florence and 
at Ivonie, durinii; the period when the progress of industry 
had produced ami enriched the ItLilian republics, and when 
the mechanic labors were refined nito the arts of elegance 
and of i^enius. The grand and massive palaces of Florence, 
with the bronze flag-siaff rings to which the banners of her 
lordly chieit^ios were attached, still exisl« and the strong 
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atid tpacious palacep of the Roman and Venetian nobles still^ 
hpose their degenerate descendants. The nobles have be- 
come impovenshed, but the result of the labor thus judi- 
ciooflly employed by their rieher forefathers, when Ihey had 
money to spend, still remains, and lordly structures with 
their solid walls of strength still exist onrepaired- and yet 
undilapidated. . . ' 

If their noble ancestors had possessed the same tastes 
our wealthy aristocracy and wealthy commoners— -if they 
had employed the money they had acquired during that 
flonrishlng period of Italian agriculture and Italian com- 
merce, in providing expensive suppers and lordly entertain- 
ments, in calling into existence the labors of jelly-makers 
and supper-providers, rather than those of the architect and 
the stone-mason, the consumed produce of such injudicious 
expenditure would no longer exist to attract our attention. 

The pyramids, the wonders of ancient days, still tower 
above the plains of Eij[ypt, and overlook the floods of the 
Nile; a hundred generations, like the leaves of autumn, have 
dropped into the grave; the Pliaraohs, the Ptolemies, the 
Caesars, and tlie Kaliphs are no more; hnt these nohle monu- 
ments of (he an and industry of ?nan, sLili attract the wonder 
and aclii;irauon of the traveller, and carrv him back in the 
consideration of their history, till he is lost in the boundless 
annals of time. 

But, alas, we have few monuments now erected in Eng- 
land that will long survive those who construct them; we 
live only for the present moment, and catch at the fleeting 
pleasures and excitements of the passing day. Our fore- 
fathers, who had much less money to spend, possessed a 
public spirit which looked beyond the enjoyment of the 
moment, and they clieerluiiy contributed, out of their small 
stock of property, to the erection of architectural monupients, 
which would be conipleted for the benefit and admiration 
of posterity, and whicli thai deizt ii r:iLe posterity have al- 
lowed to moulder away, and to perish from ofl^ the land, 
grudging tiie money to rejiair that which their ancestors 
grudged not the money to erert. 

If an individual in England was to go round to tlie public 
witli an open bag, and ask them to contribute some portion 
of their abundant property towards the erection of a great 
national monument, he would be received with a smile of 
astonishment. Of what use will a public buiiding be to 
me? would be the reply. Get you gone; I have got my 
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horses, my dogs, and my hounds to support: dozens of 
coats whicli I have ordered irom ray tailor's, and never in- 
tend to put upon my back, to pay for; there are the ex- 
penses of my wik'n routs, suppers and balls — my racing 
bets, and my losses at cards, to be satisfied; and how can 
you be so Ibolish to suppoho that I have money to ex- 
pend in the erection of public buildings? 

Bill how diilerent was the feeling in ancient Athens. 
There every individual citizen felt an interest and a pro- 
perly 111 the public nionuiiients; — they crowded to admire 
Uieui — ilioy lauded the public spirit of those who promoted 
their consuuctioa — ihev received tliem with ilie ^reatesl 
honors, and pronounced ihem ilie benefactors of their coun- 
try. 

We have no taste whatever for achitecLurc m England; 
and why ! Because we are perlecily uneducated in the art 
—are made the prey of jobbing architects, who corrupt llic 
pure originals oi the aneieiiUs, and palm upon us their own 
conceited vanities. We admire the gewgaw thiiiga that are 
stuck about our squares and streets, unsightly porticos and 
detached masses of Grecian architecture, which were never 
intended for the places they are made to occupy, because we 
have seen nothing grander, and have had no opportunity of 
judging of their real merits by comparison. 

There is the Parthenon, which has been admired in all 
ages ns a masterpiece of architecture. How is it that the 
British nation have not had spirit enough to send over 
architects to take its exact proportions, and minutely to exa- 
mine every part of it in detail, for the purpose of constmct- 
ing a precisely similar building. Not merely a building of 
the same shape and height, the same breadth and length, 
but one possessing the superb frieze and all the minale dtt* 
corations that the Parthenon once possessed. Let w hare ' 
the whole Panathenaic frieze, the spirited groups of CeiH 
taurs and Lapithse, and all the minute decorations- as faith* 
fully copied as could be done by modern sculptors. Let it 
be adorned with statutes and superb groups of sculptnre, 
such as we know once existed there, and then let ns judge 
of the effect. 

Let all the British population come and look at it, and 
tiien let them tolerate, if they can, the sickening display, of 
what is called Grecian architecture in London, out ttie 
expense, every one will cry outi*-4he expense! Why* ihia 
would be covered,, if the great fashiooablea akme were ta 
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put their hospitality and their entertainments on the same 
ibouiiiT as liiosc given at Paris and ai Uerliu, at Kome and 
at Vienna, which are nmch more agreeable than ihe enter- 
laiauieiiis given in the healed and confined rooras of Lon- 
don. One hundredth purl of the money thus annually saved, 
would enable th^m, by combining together, iu ihe course ol 
a few ytairf, to bequeath to their posterity, and to the Bri- 
tish nation, a monument equal to tliat which adorned and 
ennobled the Periclean a^e; and they would, at the same 
time, be emplovinn- just as jjreat a number of people, and 
just as much itKluairy over the liealiliy orcupaUoji ot hew- 
ing and squaring stones in the open air, as they do now 
over ilie boiling of jellies and the stewing of meats, in the 
ijteam of kitchens and the confined atmosphere of cellars. 

•* He who does not see Athens," says the orator Lysias, 
**is a stupid fellow; he who sees it w ithout admiring ii, is 
still more stu[)id; but the height ui tiiupidily io, to isee il aiid 
admire it, and yet to qini it.'* 

We wished, as we mounted our Turkish steeds, that we 
eould call back Lysias from his long sleep of two thousand 
two hundred and fifteen years, to hear what he would now 
say on the wretched condition of his native city, and its un- 
certain prospect for the future. We wound our way along 
the plain, and, ever and anon, turned to catch a last glimpse 
of the marble colaniDS and majestic front of the Parthenon, 
rising above the olive trees which bordered the road — a 
point from whence the building is seen, as was intended, in 
its greatest majeisty. Fronting the Piraeus, it is the first 
ojbjfeet that attracts the attention of the stranger as he lands, 
rising in its comraanding situation above the plain, and 
loddng at that distance nearly the same as it loolud about 
two ihonsand two hnndced and eighty years ago. 

A carriage toad ^as making througli the plain by the 
Bavarian mdiers; and at intervals near thin road, may still 
be traced massive atones, cramped together with iron, the . 
remnants of the long walls, which extended from Pirsns 
to Athens, and which were demolished by Lysander and 
his Spartans 1o tlie sonnd of military mtlsic* The plain is 
of a very rich and fertile soil, here and there only slightly 
cttltivmted; and, as we get near the sea, in consequence m 
not being drained, it presents only a pesliferDoa bog» tenanl- 
ed by l^ioos of frogs, 

Nomeroosdive trees extend abng the valley, a pleasing 
dMQg0from Ibe genenl bam nectos aspect of ilie ooantry; 
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ihtjr are the deiocndants of those olives which piodneed of 
yore the lamooe oil of Attica. 

Oar muleteerSf two lively, fine looking Greeks, seemed 
to possess a neat deal of good nature, and every disposilloii 
to oblige. The Greek peasantry seem, to me superior in 
quickness and intelligence to any peasantry I have met 
iirith« They run sometimes before, and sometimes behind- 
our hones, singing and flourishing their long sticks. One 
of them will then pat my horse on the roan^, ejaculating in 
broken Italian, Buono, eignore, buono! buon cavallo, cam- 
mina presto!*' Their long hair falling behind on their shonl* 
deis, and. their flowing white kilts and. expressive counte- 
nances, give them a picturesque and interesting appearance. 

I asked one of them, how he liked the Eavarians; in- 
stead of answering, he shouted to his companion, saying, 
SigBore Inglese wants to know how we like the Bavarians^ 
They then both came to the side of my horse, and after 
complimentlntT the whole body with several polite epitheta 
of Ladront, Birbanti, Sec. &c., said, all they wanted was 
that the king would send them back. Oh, but, replied I, 
ymvL are such a wild turbulent set, that you would murder 
hhn within a week. Ah, the, Bavarians say that, becauee 
they want to stop; but the king is molto bravo, moltoamatoy 
and the Greeks would sacrifice their own lives to save his. 

These muleteers will undergo a great deal of fatigue. We 
have had them running on foot by the side of our horses Ibr 
thirty • and thirty-five miles a day in a burning snn; it waa 
quite painful to me to witness it. The Greek muleteers are 
tolerably well ofT, and make a good deal of money by con- 
veying travellers from spot to spot, so many of whom from 
all nations now flock into the country; and the activity 
they display, and the labor they will undergo when they 
see a sure prospect of gain, is evidenoe of what might be 
done in this country, if proper hopes were held out to all, 
and proper inducements given to excite people to industry. 

The sun had sunk behind the distant mountains, and not 
a sound disturbed the calm tranquillity of the evening, ex- 
cept the croaking of the frogs in the neighboring marshes, 
when we arrived at Piraeus, after a short ride of rather more 
than an hour from Athens. We passed between newly 
erected warehouses, a considerable collection of shops and 
buildings, crowded with sailors and loungers, and rode 
ck)wn to the water's edge just as the bright moon was be- 
ginning to iUamine im and shore* Thm we learned, to 
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our dismay, that the vessel we had hoped to hare departtA 
in for Syria, had already sailed; and we were, therefore, con- 
•trained, in disappointment and chagrin, to return to the 
noisy crowds collected among the houses. A consultation 
was held, and we determined to dismiss the muleteers, and 
search out the best quarters we could lor the night, with a 
hope of being able to depart the foUovrinfr morning. 

Glad to escape from the noise and tihh of the place, I 
strollrt! down to the sea shore. It was a beautiful sprinir 
evening, and the moon, now nearly full, was shining with a 
pure and undisturbed splendor upon the still expanse of 
water. The monotonous songs of Fome Greek h;>atmen, 
and the loud croaking of the frojjs, still heard in ( \ ei y diree- 
lion, were the only sounds that disturbed the deep silence 
and tranquiilitv of the spot. There was not the sliiiliicst 
ripple on tiie water, nor the sound of one single murmuring 
wave breaking upon the beach. 

My" thou his wandci eil hnck to those distant times when 
the victorious lieets of Ailiefis assembled in the port, and 
the exulting crowds from the ciiy above came down to these 
now Silent shores, to welcome the returning vieuirs, to 
wreathe their browa with the laurel branch, and to conduct 
them in triumph to return thanks and to sacrifice to the gods 
in the noble Athenian temples; — w hen they crowded to see 
Alcibiades disembark from his three-banked g illev on his 
return from Persia;* — and when the Athenian popnl uion uf 
men, women and children, fled from their native homes and 
abandoned their native city, to take refuge on board the fleet 
from the invading hordes of Xerxes. 
- I was startled by a Greek, who suddenly made his appear- 
ance with a long pipe in his hand; he made me a civil salu- 
tation, and accosted me lu good Italian. ** You belong to 
a \>art\ , signore, of three ffendemen, I believe, wlio are 
seekuig for a vessel to lake them to Syra?" I informed 
liim, ** I did." He then acquainted me, tlial he was the 
prupneiur of a GoleUa, wliieh was to sad on die foUovvinff 
evening, and would make a bargain with me if we could 
agree upou terms. 

As we wished, if possible, to get away in the morning, I 
told hiiii 1 could eaier into nu agreement at present. Tha- 

• His ctim obvi&m universa civitaB io Piraeeum dcscendisset, tnntn 
fbit omnium expectatio Tisendi AidbiadiB, at ad ejus triremea TuJgos 
oonfluereU — Co&ku Wkf. 
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cOfirteoQS gentleman then sat down on a lar^e stone, offered 
me his pipe to smoke, and gave me the pleasint^ intelligence 
that it was reported tliat the plagne had broken out in 
Smyrnn. We talked about Greece and ii^i government; its 
young king and the Bavarian troops; and I found my com- 
peninn pipe in with the universal note of discontent. — " We 
are m a sad condition," said he; " aiui I don't think there 
is much chance of beiUT limes. King Otho is much too 
young. 'I'he Greeks ought to have chosen a king of ma- . 
ture age, who knew the wants of the people, and the mea- 
sures that ought to have been pursued. The Regency have 
plunged the country into debt; they have brought over 
thousands of Bavarians, wlio ouirht to have stopped in their 
own land; they quarrel among one anoliier, and occupy 
their time about things which are lit only to amuse cliildren;. 
th^y turn loose our bands of Greek soldiers, who used to 
be pnid by tiie old i^uvernment, wuhout giving them any 
means of providing lor themselves; they goad them into die 
commission of crime, and then wc are distracted with long 
and poiernn trials, disputes and quarrels, and the public 
mind is kept in a state of fermem and excitement. We 
are,'* says he, *' more heavily taxed than we used to be 
under the Turks; to be sure, the money is not so directly 
carried away out of tlie country, as it was then, but I don't 
see that the money that they spend does any good — it goes 
into the hands of a few merchants, and never slops long in 
the land. Ah," says he, "the Greeks have long been 
inured to calamity, and iiardened against injustice; but" — 
and I could see his face brighten up — "but we will have 
a day pf reckoninjr yet! I mean no harm to the kiug, sig- 
nore; only lu the Uavarians who insult us. They trample 
upon us; they are strong m numbers at present, but the 
hale iiiisi them is gradually increasing, and on the first 
war in fnirope — the iirst disturbance on our frontier, if we 
can gel a lew Turks or Albanians to lend us a helping hand 
we will rid the country of the devouring locus ts!" 

I asked him what he thought was ilie amount of the 
Greek population under King OUnrs rule. He replied, 
"Very, very small; the popul:uiuii oi London would more 
than double the whole of ours. W^e had hundreds and 
thousands killed during: tlie long Turkish war— men, women 
and children; and 1 don't believe that in all the land under 
our new kiogi there is mure than half a millioa« if there is 
that.". 
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A light, whhi .niit, ^adaall^ nmag from the neighbor* 
ing marahef , and gatenn; along the avrfbee of the water, 
warned me to escape iti nexiona influence by letuming 
home. The fearfol intermittent fever floats along on its 
white vaporoua bosom, and deaXh follows ixt its rear. 

The fine plain stretching from Pineus to Athens, which 
might be tilled and made to yield an abundant produce, now 
sends only frpm its dreary swamps the noisome pestilential 
fog, to sldep wifliin whose poisonons inflaenco is almost 
certain destniction. . During July and August ^e Athens , 
fever rages at its height, and the journey of many an 
English traveller has been cut short by it. It generally 
breaks out immediately after knitting the spot where the in- 
dividual has imbibed the contagion* 

Our accommodation for the night was most wretched;' 
we were obliged to sleep either upon the earthen floor of a 
miserable house, or upon a large shutter, which was laid 
on some loose bricks. During 4he whole night I was kept 
^twake by the croaking of the frogs in the, marsh,* whose 
noise would not be credited, except by those who have 
passed a night in spring at this spot. 

May 9th.— When the eariy rays of the sun had dispersed > 
the white unwholesome mists which extended their damp 
wreaths along the low winding shore, I sallied out, took a' 
boat, rowed out of the harbor, and bathed dose to some 
mined fragments of the ancient Athenian walls which once 
fortified the entrance of the Pirfeus port, many of whose 
dnjotnted ipasses were seen buried under the clear waves. 
As Uie weather was perfectly calm, with every prospect of 
its continuance, I hired the open boat in which we bathed 
to take our party on to Syra, it being the cleanest in the 
piece, furnished with a mast and sails, and capable of hold* 
ing several individuals without any great discomfort. 

About ten o'clock, under a dazzling sun and unclouded 
sky, we left Pirseos harbor; a light Favorable breeze had 
sprung up, which carried us slowly away from the classic 
land of Greece. A brilliant light was shed over the land* 
scape; Uie distant wavy mountains, the rocky headlands, 
the Aihentan Acropolis, the long line of coast, and every 
surrounding object, were seen with a remarkable clearness 
of vision, while on the opposite side the blue Mediterranean^ 
spread out its calm waters till they irm blended with the 
azure sky far away in the distance. * . 
' *Te>wards evening, the light bieese which had mnmA viM 
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slowly along the beaouful coast of Attica, died nway, and 
It became a dead calm. Our two sailofSt a couple of fine 
young Greeks, took to their oars, and we thus contimied 
still to glide slowly onwards. The golden disk of the son 
was approaching the watery horizon, and we were shortly 
witnesses to one of those glorious sunsets whtob lH>id 
Byron has so beautifully described. 

** Not as in northcm climes, obRcurcIy bright, 
But one unclooded blaze of living ligbt"- 

The vast sea was smooth as a looking-glass; a death-like 
stillness reigned every where; the distant shadowy moun- 
tains, the rocky shore, and the bold headlands, were tinted 
with a varied and most beautiful coloring, and the sun, as 
he slowly disappeared in tiie glowing waters, threw back a 
long gleaming column of golden liglit across the wide sur- 
face of the sea. The twilight in these latitudes, from the 
sun's descending more directly below the horizon than her 
does in England, is very short, and turning to the opposite 
quarter of the heavens, where darkness was already " almost 
visible," we saw the moon of a deep copperish color, just 
appearing above the dusky w:iters\ In about a quarter of an 
hour, as the soft hcnuty of a Grecian night was spreading 
over sea and shore, we slowly rowed into the straits which 
separate the island of Gaidaronisi from the main land, 
where we cast anchor for the night. 

'Twas one of those calm solitary spots so peculiar to 
Greece; tlie straits winding between the island and the main 
land, presented the appearance of a large curving river. 
The solitary sijores were covered with brushwood and a 
few dwarf shrubs. There were no trees, and the lonely 
spot, but for the warm colon ncr of a southern climate, 
w^ould have seemed bleak and desolate. We ordered the 
provision basinet to be taken on shore, and ascending a 
slight eminence on t!ie solitary island, we seated oirrselves 
upon the wild fern in admiration of the softness and tran- 
quillity of the surrounding solitude. The island is entirely 
uninhabited, and on the opposite main land there was no 
trace of man far as the eye could reach, and no living thing 
save a few wild ducks which we saw by the water's edge. 
The island, according to Fausauias, was anciently celebrated 
for its ebony wood. 

The little remaiuiog daylight soon entirely disappear- 
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ed, and the moon, which was nearly at its full, shone 
with great splendor. The summits of the nearer iiills were 
boldly conspicuous in the briorhi moonliorht, the winding 
valleys and ravines were clothed in deep shade, and a light, 
thin mist was already ffradiially curling along the surface of 
the water. We listened to tlie sono-s of our Greek boatmen 
below, plaintive and mon6tonous airs, and we went startled 
by the long mournful howl of a jackal from the ojpposite 
lulls on the main land. 

Descending^ to our boat we pushed oO" a lew vnrds from 
Ihe shore, fearing there nu<i\\i he wolves on the i»iand. 

'Twas about two hours after midnight when I was 
awakened by the noise of the sailors weighing anchor. 
They stated, as there was every probability of the succeed- 
ing day being very hot and very calm, they wished to row 
during the freshness and coolness of the night, and rest 
themselves during the heat of the day. I sat up in the 
boat to admire the soft, lovely, brilliant night; here and 
there a solitary star was brighdy shining, and the pure un- 
disturbed splendor of the full moon descended upon the 
beautiful winding waters.— 

*^ And the midoight moon is weaving 

Her bright chain p*er the deep^. 
Whose breast is gently heaving 

As an iii&nt*8 asleep^" 

♦* Are not those thin curlinor wreaths of white mist that hang 
alono^ the shore very unwholesome?" I asked one of the 
sailors. " Not unless tlicre is wet marshy land in the im- 
mediate neiahboriiood, or land \h:\i is extensively irrit/nted," 
was the reply: "There is no fear, signor, of fever, when 
you are surrounded with high rocky shores like these: 
what you see is nothinn? hut the vapor from the salt water." 

May liJth. — When the first crimson streak of light stole 
along the eastern horizon, we were at the b^se of Cape Co- 
lonna, the ancient 8nnium, on the summit of whose bold 
height stand the ruins of the magnificent Temple of Mi- 
nerva, built by Ictinus, the architect of the Parthenon. 
Twelve majpsiic marble Doric coiuiiiiis oi" ihis noble temple 
still crown liie surnrnit of the bold headlcind, overlooking 
the islands of the /Egeau sea. It is orje uf the tinesl con- 
ceivable situations for a monument of architectural mngnifi- 
cence. The waves beat upon the rocks below, and the soli- 
tary marble ruin above aiiracts the gaze of the passing ma- 
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riner. The marble is of a virgin whiteness, and retains 
the polish and sharp edge u posbessed wiieu iirst it came 
from the hands of the sculptor. 

The sun, rising above the expanse of water, cast its bright 
beams upon the numerous rocky islands of the iEgean sea, 
and over the vast and glorious scene which is presented to 
the eye of the beholder from this lofty eminence. The 
rocky coast line of the continent, the bright waters calm 
and unruffled, the soft dim outlines of the islands, and the 
distant bold mountains, altogether presented a scene which 
the pen and the peneU are alike unable iaiUifully to 4eit- 
oeate. 

About nine o'clock, by dint of rowing, we arrived ^ the 
kland of Zea, the greennesa of whpae Bbores made us hope 
for more than the usual cultivation, but we were disappoint** 
edl There is only oHk misenible town built upon a moun*- 
tain. There are some remains of the ancient loulis to be 
seen, consisting chiefly of the ruins of a temple. Most of 
the iBgean islands, which are so beautifial at a distance, are 
nought but bare, scraggy, uninhabited rocki. 

A breeze springing up, carried us rapidly onward through 
the islands from Zea for a couple of bdurs* and then died 
away. Towards sunsiet the wind headed us, and began to 
blow very strong; there was some talk among the sailors of 
putting back, when I look the helm, and altered the course 
of the vessel from the northern to the southern point of the 
island of Syra, which was now in sight. We beat about 
for soihe litde time, but, the wind becoming a point or two 
more favorable, we were enabled to lay our course direct> 
for the island. As the breeze increased in strength, the 
waves came rolling up bristling with white foam, but our 
little boat danced aloQff merrily over them. We dashed by. 
moonlight along a 'bold rocky coast, within a stone^s throw 
of beetling crags, against which the waves broke in thunder, 
and the foam, as it recoiled from them, glittered with innu- 
merable fiery coruscations. Turning sharp round a bltiff 
headland, forming the western point of the island, we gain- 
ed a safe anchorage under shelter of some high rock^ in a 
little bay. The sea soon went down, the moon shone again 
with brilliancy, and the usual quiet scene of traiiquil beauty 
extended around. 

May 11 th. — Still calm, and a burning hot sun. The sea 
is remarkably clear, the rocky bottom is seen at an immense 
depth, and enormous fish glide about below* Whilst bath« 
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ing, I was alarmed with the cry of a shark, which ww 
luckily a false alarm. After three honis' rowing we ar* 
rived In sight of the town of Syra^ occupying a most com- 
manding situation on the side of a mountain, and presenting 
a very imposing appearance (torn the water. It is the largest 
and most commercial town in the Archipelago, and has 
risen entirely within the last twenty years, chieHy in conse- 
quence of the excellence of its port, which lies in the direct 
route for ships bound from the western nations of Europe to 
Smyrna. It presents a very picturesque appearance, from 
the extreme whiteness of the houses, the green blinds, and 
the open terraces. We passed through a port crowded with 
shipping, our bill of health was examined by dint of a pair 
of wooden tongs, and we were allowed to land. A motley 
crowd of people in Turkish, Greek and Frank dresses stared 
at us as if we had been wild beasts. We were taken through 
what may be called the only street in the town, bordered on 
each side by open shops, dirty, and very narrow, to the 
police; when, after having been well stared at, we were al- 
lowed to depart to a miserable hotel, kept by a young Italian 
in partnership with a Greek, where I obtained the luxury 
of a room^ eight feet square, with a hole in the roof to serve 
the purposes of a window. 

The dress of the women here is very curious, a strange 
aping of European fashions, intermixed with the costumeof 
the country. Some wear the wide spreading bonnets, 
fashionable years back in England, covered with faded arti- 
ficial flowers; some have a profusion of ribands about their 
persons, and some cream colored shoes; others are dressed 
in immense turbans of white, orange, and red gauze. 

May 12th.' — the town of Syra is composed of two por- 
tions, the one crowning the summit of a lofty conical hill 
capped by an old Roman Catholic church, is called Old 
Syra,, the other or lower town, lining the sloping sides of 
the eminences, risi?ig above the harbor, is called Hermo- 
polis. In this lower portion there is only one miserable 
street, the rest of the town consists of isolated houses, 
with narrow footpaths leading between and around them; 
they are stuck about in lumps and heaps, with a sovereign 
contempt for all order and arrangement. ' 

There are English, Swiss, and French, as well as Greek 
merchants, established here. There are some good houses, 
and the British consul, who has an excellent mansion com* 

^1* Vol. L— 8 * < 
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raanding a fiue view of the harbor, and an agreeable famiiyf 
is particularly hospitable to the Briiisli T. G. 

The drains which run down the middle of the streets of 
Syra are hk rely covered with loose flat stones, and ihe 
odor escapiiiii; from them in hot weather if? very dreadHil. 

This afternoon we clambered up the mountain to the up- 
per town, a most extraordinary place; the houses are perched 
one above another, and sleep narrow paths, encumbered 
with filth, wind between them. In the steeper pnrts, we 
had to ascend a number of steps, and we at last reaciied the 
Catholic church crownin^^ the apex of the lofty conical hill, 
from the stone terrace of which we enjoyed a wild and 
singular view. We descended by auoilier pathway, which 
sometimes ledt through houses encumbered wiih pigs and 
heaps of the most disgusting tilth. There is a dense popu- 
lation, and how they subsist is extraordinary. We saw no 
marks of extreme poverty; most of the people were tolerably 
well dressed, and several pretty girls, in the windows, 
laughed and shouted to us in Greek; and one, remarkably 
beautiful with a wreath of roses round her head, was seen 
hanging over a balcony, spinning yarn. 

It is curious that this small island, little more than a 
barren rock, siiould contain two such towns as these, the 
united population amountmg, as we were told, to near 
20,000, a thriving prosperous community, comptising the 
wealthiest of the Greek merchants under Otho's sway. 

The island of Syra possesses little cultivable land, and 
no trees except a few withered fig trees. There are indeed, 
some gardens on tiie southwest of the town, slight patches 
of arable land in the interior of the island, and a few flocks 
and herds are kept upon the mountains; but the corn for 
the support of the inhabitants is brought from Egypt and 
Asia Minor, and the principal part of the beef and mutton 
consumed comes from the more fertile islands of the JEigedii 
sea; the exportations, tin i l fore in exchange, must be in 
manufactured articles and bullion. It is the great marl for 
European manulacLui es among the islands of the Archipe- 
lago. Here are deposited, ilie cottons and cutlery of Eng- 
land, the silks of France and Italy, and the linen of Ger- 
many, and here resort purchasers from the different islands. 
Pipes, shoes, beds, embroidered coverlids, &c., &,c., are 
made in the town, and various other iiomely articlesy which 
are exported to some of the islands. 
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The view from a bold promontory to the east of the town, 
18 Tery etrikiog; numerons pecallar wiridmille extend- along 
the hills, the picturesque houses sweep down to the water's 
edge, and the dim distant islands are seen bounding the 
watery horizcm. But the striking feature of the landscape 
eonsiste in the vividness with which the diffeient shades of 
color are painted— the dazzling white of the houses, the 
deep blue of the sea, the purple of the mountein sides, and 
the light gray of the rocky shores. 

We were this evening invited to a soiree At the British 
consnrs, where we understood would be assembled all the 
rank, fashion, and beauty of Syra, comprising the prettiest 
Greek girls in Otho*s dominions. 

An hour before sunset we mounted to a cool terraise, 
shaded by a verandah, commanding a most glorious view of 
the whole town, the harbor, and the deep blue sea. We 
were ushered into a spacious room,' filled with a curious 
and motley assemblage of ladies and gentlemen; the former 
were very badly dressed, many being in morning gowns, 
and cream colored shoes.. There were one or two fine girls 
in picturesque costume, having the red terbouch rolled up, 
so as to make a Hide crimBon cloth cap, which was fastened 
on one side of the head. On the top of the cap was em- 
broidered a gold fiower, and a very long blue silk tassel fell 
gracefully down upon the shoulders. ' 

The belle of tlie whole party, however, I shortly after 
saw in the adjoining room, lounging upon a low sofa, sur- 
Tounded by cushions. Her hair hung in braids behind 
her back, and an innumerable quantity of long blue silken 
cords, formins: an immense tassel, hnng down upon her 
eboolders. Finding she spoke Italian, I obtained an intro- 
doclion. She was a Smyrniote, called herself Greek, had 
just arrived at Syra, and detested it. She descanted upon 
the delicious environs of Smyrna, the shady gardens, the 
orange and pomegranate groves, the beautiful gulf and its 
bold niountain scenery, until 1 was burning to reach the 
Elysium so gloriously depicted; but tlien she was compar- 
ing it with the bare rocky island of Syra, not having seen 
any other place, except Sclo, upon whose beauties, however, 
she as largely descantsd* She spoke of its beautiful Pia- 
nura and its rich gardens, and then told me the particulars 
of the dreadful Turi(ish massacre which had depopulated the 
lovely spot. She seemed to have a very confused idea of 
SngUod-«>faneied we lived always in a fqg, that we never 
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saw the sun, and were always drenched through with rain; 
that all Englishmen who could afibrd it, eame and li?ed 
abroad, and that pone would stop in the country except 
those who were obliged. Upon my asking from whom 
she derived all this valuable information, I was told, from 
French naval officers, with whom she had danced at the 
balls in Smyrna. 

Most of the ladies, I observed, sat by themselves, in a 
circle at one end of the rooin, while the gentlemen walked 
up and down, rarely veaturing to talk to them. Pipes and 
coffee were brouglit in, and 1 made my first essay with a 
Turkish pipe about six feet long. Some sat down to cards, 
and others were amused by listening to a conceited young 
man playing a guitar under the verandah. The terraces 
are very pleasant in the hot evenings; the women are ge- 
nerally seen on ilieni, courting the cool breeze» and the 
men smoking their pipes. 

May 13th. — ^To-day was a great fete. At half past seven 
o'clock in the morning divine service commenced at the 
Greek cathedral, the largest in Greece. The crowds were 
so prcat, that we had some difficulty in gelling inside the 
buildmg. The women wore all stationed in n gallery by 
themselves, behind a wicker screen. There was no music 
but a chaunt, in which every body joined. At the door 
hunt^ two pictures, one of St. George, the other of ihe Vir- 
gin, wliicii were devoutly kissed by all the congregation as 
they went out. There was no holy water. 

At Syra there is a bishop and a synod composed of two 
archbishops, who regulate the ecclesiastical affairs of this 
island, Audros, Myconos, and Tinos. The court of the 
Areopagus, re-established at Athens, is the supreme criminal 
court of independent Greece, and the only one that has 
power to condemn to death. The principal court at Syra 
decides minor cases, and regulates mercantile and civil con- 
cerns. 

In consequence of the fete, the whole population in the 
evening promenailed about certain miserable kitchen giir- 
dens, on the western side of the bay, devouring green lettu- 
ces, lumps of which, washed and cleaned, were exposed in« 
various places for sale. On tlie rocks above, large groups 
might be seen, spreading on the around tlieir frugal meal of 
bread, eliecse, and onions, and jfiytul to escape, fur a short 
time, from the confined and henied air of the town. The 
Uay had beeu iuLeusely hot, aud the eveuing was lovely. 
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The waters of the bay motionless as a mirror, the white 
houses of the town clothing the mountain sides, the btae 
islands and distant headlands, the rieh pur|^e tinge upon 
the landscape, and the festive throng paraiding the gardens, 
dressed in all sorts of gaudy colors, some singing, some dan- 
cing, and ail cheerfnl and happy, presented a scene sach as 
we like to dwell npont and snch as recurs often to the mind 
when contemporafy eifcnmstances and OTents have faded 
away. 

The^Engiish and Anierican Church Missionary Societies 
are making the greatest and most praiseworthy efforts for 
educating the people of this island; there are two large 
schools. To one, where are six hundred boys and girls, I 
was taken by a clergyman of the Episcopalian Church of 
America, who had the superintendence of it. As all the 
children are of the Greek or of the Roman Catholic Church, 
their education in llie particular tenets and articles of their 
faith is left to tlieir parents; and a few simple prayers only, 
in which persons of all creeds and classes can join, are fixed 
on by common consent, and these tiie children nre taught 
to repeat, on their entering and quitting the school-room. 

The girls' school presented a particularly interesting 
sight: there were several hundreds of them, presided over by 
numerous teacliers, the greater part very interesting young 
women, of whom several had been sent to En^^land fur edu- 
cation, and spoke ourlanguaire fluenily. Children, teachers, 
and all, were remarkably well dressed. I heard several of 
the children read in Greeii; antl the whole cstahlishment, so 
well ordered and arranged, retiects tiie liigiipst credit upon 
the mdividuals who supermtend* and the uaiioos who sup- ^ 
port it. 

The American missionary told me, that there was a stri- 
king difference between those young persons who had re- 
turned to the island, having received an education in Eng- 
land, and those who had been educated in France; the for- 
mer being generally crood Christians, the latter infideis. 
The inhabitants of the island are mostly either bigoted and 
superstitious or infulels. 

There is a public library, containing some hundreds of 
volumes in different languages, open to any one who chooses 
to walk in from nine o'clock in the morning until one, and 
from three to five. I found it a most delightful acquisition, 
when tired with my rambles, during the heat of the day. It 
is a disgrace to our country, which prides itseii upon die 
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Inlelligenee and knowledge diffosed among all cjaaaes of ao^ 
eiety« that England ahould be ao far behind continental'tia- 
tiona in the eatabliahnient of public Ubrariea* which are to 
be met with in every email town in France, Italy and Sicily.- 
Any atranger may enter« call for the most valuable wdilLi» 
•it down, read, and make extractSi without a question being 
aaked^ of any hindrance given him* . , 

May 14tb^The weather has completely changed. The 
dottdleas 8ky« hdt sun« and dead calm* have given place to 
a strong weateily breeze, dark driving clouds, and a heavy 
aea, which have unfortunatdy prevented our excursion to 
the islands of ParoU and' Antiparos, about twen^ milee dis- 
tant. Two- of our friends, lately returned, describe the 
Grotto of Antiparos, with its crystal chambeis and stalactite 
columns, as most glittering and gorgeous, and the Parian 
maible quarries as particularly interesting. 



CHAPTER V. 

* 

9BL0S.<*-4>KI«iaN nAVBBLS.— *eCI0.'^4»ByA8TA<n0ir>— TimKISH 
JUSSACRB.— GULF OF SMYBWA^^MYBBrA.— WAg A AlW.^ 
OBBBK miB.-^ABAVAN8.*--aUSSIBIf BBT.—OBBBK I.A9IB8. 
•^-H^BIBM TAL SCBMBBT AND I1IFBB8S1ON0; 

■ « 

Siiv, O boyi, ApoUo and Dlsaa. 

May 14th*— 4n the afternoon we went on board a fine 
Austrian merchant brig from Trieste, bound to Scio and' 
Smyrna* Several Greek tessels were getting under weigh 
at the same time; — they were crowd^ with passengeiSt 
dirty objects, liuddted together, and drenched with spray. 

AO wards evening we arrived off the island of Myconos, 
and the smaller islands of Delos and Rhone* The ancient 
inhabitants of the first, aceording to Strabo, were remarkable 
for becoming bald at nn early age, and thence called, by 
way of contempt, the bald heads of Myconos. 

The latter island is interesting to us from its association 
with my ^logical and classical history. We saw mount 
Cynthus, celebrated as the fabulous birth-place of Apollo 
and Diana; but the ruins of Apollo's temple, founded by 
Ceciops, now no longer exist, except in ahapekss masses. 
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and the joyous throngs of louians no longer frequent the 
Delian festivals. 

Thucydides quotes a hymn to Apollo and Diana, alluding 
to those festive assemblies which he has ascribed to Uomer. 

Thee)e» wiih some following veises^haye been dius trans- 
lated: 

Here, oft in tlowing robes, the lonians ihronjf, 
And greet the god with feutive dance uud song; 
Uluttrioiui yoiiuu, and daines of mitehlew grace, 
, Who well might seem of more than mortal race, 
While stored with wealth thctr floating veiieUl fide 
la splendid tciamph o*er the briny tide. 

Here, too, the Delian chuneli often aing , 
Thy praise, Apollo^ Heaveh^s.iar^arting king; 
And in the long resounding chorus join, 

' Lntnnri's charms, and Dianas powers divine, 
With rJ lines for beauty famed in days of old, 
And ciiiefii in council wise and combat buld. 

Friday, May 15ih. — Coming on deck, I found a line 
bree/e blowing, and the vessel entering the straits of Scio, 
under a crowd of canvass, stud-sails and royals. On our 
rig-ht extended the blue mountainous coasts of Asia Minor, 
and on our left the beautiful island once called^ and justly^ 
** The llower of the Levant." 

In about an hour we arrived off the town; bnt-tlire^ 
fourths of the structures, which at a distance appear to be 
houses embowered in woods, are only bare walls and mise- 
rable ruins — melancholy remnants of the ravages of the 
Turks. The Plain of Scio extends partly along the coast, 
and partly between two ridges of mountains; it presents a 
continued succession of gardens, and groves of orange and 
lemon trees, which in many places are so thickly planted 
that it is impossible to pass between the trunks. Tall daric 
cypresses taper above these, and with groves of the fig, the 
olive, and the mulberry, form a striking feature in the land- 
scape* When the wind blows off the island, the perfume 
of uie orange blossoms is borne completely across the stnlls* 
to the opposite coast of Asia Minor. 
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The celebrated Pianura, or Plain, is bounded to the north 
by a chain of mountains, ancienlly calU d Pelinaeus; its wine 
was much esteemed by the Romans, and, until of hue, by the 
Greeks. It abounded with oil, silk, cotton and fig-s. On 
the mountains at present grows the mastic, whicli distils a 
gum, universally chewed and much esteemed by the Levan- 
tine ladies, for giving a delightful odor to the breath. 

The beauty of these enchanting shores, as seen from the 
sea, excites feelings which are sadly changed on landing, 
when you find but the deserted ruins of the once flourishing 
town and the crumbling villas of the rich environs— «ad me- 
morials of the effects of war and of human barbarism. As 
I oontemplated the rutted houses, the roofless tenements, 
and the tottering walls, which, from a distance, presant the 
appearance of a populous city; the solitude and silence, 
where one at first expects to meet life, bustle and animation; 
I thought of the description of the island given by Chand- 
ler, who was travelUni^ here before the Turkish massacre, 
when Scio. was rich and prospeions; and of the beautifol 
Greek girls, then its most striking omaments* Many of 
tliem, says he, were seated at the doors of their houses, 
twisting cotton or silk, and bade ns welcome as we passed. 
They wore short petticoats, reaching only to their kneea, 
with white silk or cotton hose; their head-dress, a kind of 
tofban, the linen so white and thin, it seemed snow. Their 
dippers were chiefly yellow, with a knot of red fringe at 
the heeL Their garments were of silk of Tariouii ccuois, 
and their whole appearance so fantastic, as to aflbrd us much 
entertainment." A:t these ruined door-ways, and in the de» 
sorted chambers of the houses, a mangy dog or a wild cat 
usurps the place of the Grecian damsels; the jasmin, the 
myrtle and the wild olive twine their luxuriant branches 
unheeded, and the tangled grass and ^he wild herbs choke 
the unpruned vine. The citron and the orange scatter their 
fruit to rot oii the ground, and the neglected olive scarcely 
recompenses the gathering of its berries. 

There was a tame when the Sciotes, lightly taxed by the 
Turkish government, enjoyed a prosperous and Nourishing 
commerce, ^ith a fertile country, possessing many valu- 
able commodities ibr exportation, they became the richest 
people of the Grecian islands; their persons were adorned 
with the silks and gems of the £ast; tneir tables with silver 
plate, and their houses with the richest carpets. The Greek 
revcdntionary war broke out; all the Greek islands were in 
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a state of agilatioii. Scio, however, remained tranquil, satis* 
fied with the prosperity it enjoyed, until towards the end of 
March, 1822, a party of Samiotes, celebrated throughout 
the Levant for their daring predatory habits, landed on tho 
island, and stirred up the lower order of people to insurreo* 
Uon* They attacked and massacred the small Turkish gar* 
rison maintained in the place, and besieged the govemori 
who took refuge in the citadel. No sooner were these 
events known at Constantinople, than the Capudan Pasha 
was despatched with a fleet and land forces, and a royal 
Firman was issued, commanding all true Mussulmen to aid 
and assist in the extermination of the rebel inhabitants. Nor 
was any distinction made as to the shades or degrees of 
guilt; a promiscoous crowd of wild, fanatic Mussulmen, the 
fierce Janissary, and the cruel savage of Anatolia, obeyed 
the call to murder, spoliation, Tiolation and the indulgences 
of the fiercest and worst passions alike upon the innocent 
and the guilty. 

On the 11th of April, the Capudan Pasha arrived with 
his fleet, and landed 9,000 Mussulmen. The work of de« 
struction immediately commenced; as if the Turks had come 
with the full intention of annihilating the whole population 
and every vestige of civilisation. For whole weeks the 
island presented a fearful scosie of murder, conflagration and 
plunder, in town and country. The Turks set fire to. the 
houses; the unfortunate Sciotes fled to the mountains, and 
were hunted down like wild beasts. The wealthy families 
who had deprecated the mad proceedings they had no power 
to control, the innocent and the guilty, were involved alike in 
one common ruin. Girls, brought up in all the luxury and 
refinement lliat wealth can bestow, were abandoned to the 
mercies of the merciless, and to the hearts of those who 
knew no pity; and, after seeing their fathers, brothers and 
friends butchered, and after suflering such treatment as hu- 
m:inity blushes to recount, were exposed for sale by the side 
oi the common African slaves, in llie markets of Constanti- 
nople ami SiTivrna. Wives, whose husbands had been mas* 
sacred, rent tiie air with their lamentations, holdii)^ their 
children with trantic energy to prevent their becomintr the 
prize of tlie soldiery, and themselves rendered childless, as 
they had alreaily been rendered widows. 

Eight hundied ^^ardeners of the principal families were 
taken to the ensile, imd, by threats of instant death, were 
made to conicss wlielher they knew if property had been 
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buriedi and pita were dag in the gardeni f to aearch for cod* 
ceded treaenre. All the women were sent into slaTerjr, and 
aU the men and male children above twelve years of age 
were massacred. Children of toqder yeara, and the most 
beantiful of (he young girla, were aent captive on board the 
fleet with great pomp, under a saluto of cannon. The male 
children were circumciaed in token of conversion to Maho- 
metanianit and were then aent oS by land under an eacort of 
aoldiera to Conatantinople. 

Two regiments of Turka had assembled in the conntry 
with seven hundred prisoners seised aa alaves, but not agree- 
ing in t)ie partition of theni« it was suggested as the best 
mode of ending the dispute to put them all to death, which 
was done in less than half an hour. On the 8th of May, 
the Capudan Paaha hung, at the yard*arm of hia fiag-ship, 
thirty^nve respectable merchants. The governor followed 
hia example with a number of hoatagea in his hands, and 
the eight hundred gardenera already mentioned to have been 
aeized were sirangled to a man. The work of carnage 
and devastation ceaaed only when there waa nothing left on 
which it could be exerciaed, and, in a few weeks, the moat 
wealthy and prosperous of the Grecian islands, called *'77U 
Jhwer of the Levantf* became a desolate wilderness. 

As the summer approached, the rich soil waved with the 
harvest that had been previously sown, but there were no 
hands to reap, none to enjoy the bounties of nature. Of the 
120,000 men that the island contained in March, 1822, by 
the end of July scarcely 900 persons, it was computed, re- 
mained in the whole island, spared from absolute weariness 
of slaughter and satiety of blood; many of these were car- 
ried off by a pestilence, bred by the foul corruption of the 
dead. The hostages sent to Constantinople were all put to 
death, in spite of the interference of Lord Sirangforidt the 
British ambassador. 

Some venpennre was however exeeuied upon the Turks. 
Two Greek fire-ships, sent into the midst of their fleet as it 
lay at anchor m the roads of 8cio, set the Capudan Pasha's 
flag-ship on fire, which blew up; the Capudin Pasha was 
killed, and out of a crew of 2,^6, only . %Q0 were saved 
alive. 

'Tis saddening now to see the ruined state of this lovely 
island, the poor and seanty population, among whom the 
memor}^ of these events is rife, and by whom they are re- 
Iftied with a shudder of horror. Eye-wiuieases have told 
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me of these scenes, and have assured me that they have seen 
strings of juuiig girls tied together and transported to the 
slave market, where subscriptions were raised among the 
Greeks and Kuropeajis to purcliase them of their hard task- 
masters. 

The finest moLlern Greek library, of 70,000 voiumeSy 
peribhed in the coirniion destruction. 

How many fair spots in llie world do we Unci blasted and 
destroyed by Turkish barbarity; Scio ot ail, periiaps, pre- 
sents the most melanclioly, the mobi saddeuing example. 

^Amidst Ui^ boweni the tyrant*! hand ig.seen, v 
And desolation saddens all thy green; 
* ■ ♦ • * * » » • ■ ■ 

No more thy glassy brook reflects the day, 
But cfioki d wiUi sedges works it weedy W'O'* 
Along thy giadcf^, a ««oHt«ry [ynes-t, , .* . 

The hollo w-80uudmg bitttiru guartis its nest; 
Amidst tliy desert walks the kpwing flies. 
And tires their echoes with unvaried cries; 
Sunk arc thy bfjwers In shapeless ruin all, 
And the long gras^ o'crtops the mouldcrino;' wall; 
And trembling, shrinkiQg, from the Bpoilur's band, 
>^ ' Far, far away, thy children leave the land.** 

^ . ' ■ ; . 

Dark clouds had gathered^ along the sky, and the wind 
was inereaaing, when we left Scio, and stood across to ih^ 
opposite coasiof Asia Minor. We passed the bay of Tches-. 
meh in which a^ntish vessel of wav« the Masttn, was lying 
at anchor. The town of Tchesineb^ at the end of the bay, 
was Bttrrounded by a few cnltivated trees and fields, and five 
windmills on an eminence presented a strildng appearance. 
The vineyards' on either side of tlie water produce the sniall 
raisin so much esteemed in England; the vines are cut down 
dose to the ground every year, and itja the. young spring 
shoots only that produce the grape. 

. A storm of wind and rain coming on, our stttd*sails and 
royals were taken in» top-gallant sails closely reefed, and we v 
still dashed at nine knots^an hour past the bold mountainous 
coast between a small island and the main land. On arriving 
at the entrance of the Gulf of Smyrna, the wind becoming 
contrary, we were obliged to put into the small port of Fog- . 
gia on the norifaern side of the gulf, and, after sending a 
boat ashore to see if there was any plague in the town, and 
finding it healthy, we landed. Passing through an archway , . 
ioLirnn^ old sh^by wal|i»,^ eiitez€a,ibr Im. fiipt,tiM, a 
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Turkish town; some fine lookinor fellows in turbans were 
hanging about the gates, with their belts stuck full of dag- 
gers and pistols. 

The scene inside was filthy and disgusting. A rLiised 
causeway, wide enoufrh only for one person to walk, ran 
alongside the houses on either hand, the space between coa- 
sisting of a muddy ditch full of filth and stagnant water. 
The roots projecting on each side almost shut out the light 
of (lay, and the confined atmosphere below was impregnated 
With the most unsavory smells. 

There were Turks in immense turhans, sitlinpf cross- 
legged on benches smoking, among whom was a line pa- 
triarchal looking old man with a beard as white as snow. 
No women were to be seen in the streets, hut an occasional 
curious fiice peeped through the latiicts aljove. Immense 
dogs were quarrelling over iha offals thrown outside the 
doorways, and we were glad to escape the fiiih uf tiie town 
for the country on the opposite side. 

' Following a lane, ])ortl(;r(?d trees, eorn-fields and 

Gardens, whose ureeu vcrdLire was deligliLlul aiier the rocky 
istricts we had lately been familiar with, we arrived at the 
Turkish burying-ground, consisting of a grove of beautiful 
cypress trees, under whose sombre shade were scattered 
numerous narrow tomb-stones, crowned with a small marble 
turban. 

May 10lh.— The wind is still unabated and contrary. 
We went ashore and took a long walk.' ' With the excep- 
tion of the small cultivated valley surrounding the town, the 
whole country appears deserted, mountainous and unfit for 
cultivation, being rocky and without any depth of safl. The 
rocks are evenr where, however^ eevered with wild flowers, 
dwarf firs, Vabnea oak and shrubB, presenting a green and 
ptctttiesque appearanee. 

From the summit of a mountain we had a fine view of the , 
gulf of Smyrna, its picturesque shores, and the mountains 
of Asia. The interior presented a succession of rocky moun- 
tains, without valleys and without eoltlvation, a melancholy, 
dsserted, solitary region. The bold, beautiful mountainst 
however, which every where hem in the gulf, 4he dark 
waters, and the varied colors upon the landscape, piesentad 
a grand and striking scene. 

Sunday, May 17th.~We left the port of Fogiia, and 
beat about the gulf for some time In a contrary winn* We 
passed numerona veseele, the greater pail of which were 
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English. The gulf is surrounded by the most beautifiil 
fflountainsi and the scenery is very grand. 

Four, p. M. — Passed the Castle of Smyrna, at the entrance 
of ihe inner gulf. 

Five, p. M. — Clear veealher, and very light breeze. Be- 
fore us rise the minarets and mosques of Smyrna, inter- 
spersed with the glooriiy cypresses of the burying grounds. 
Above, on a loftv liill, stands an old Genoese castle. The 
bay is filled with shippini^, the rich shores are covered with 
woods and vineyards, and are bounded by lofty picturesque 
mountains-. We passed close under the stern of the Tri- 
bune, a hntish corvette, and cast anchor. 

Six, p. M. — T.anded without annoyance; the doors of the 
houses in the Frank quarter were ihronf^ed with ])reity 
girls, and we went to Madame Maraccine's boardino^-house. 

Monday, May 18th. — First visited the Turkish bazaars, 
under the guidance of our servant, passing through the nar- 
row dirty streets of the I Vank quarter^ to the much dirtier 
streets of the Turkish town. 

On entering^ the bazaar, our attention was so much dis- 
tracted by the novel and extraordinary scene, that we were 
constandy running into the pools of filth that encumbered 
the road. Various kinds of nrerchandise in great abundance, 
and some of remarkable beauty, were disphiyed on either 
hand, in open shops. Pieces of limber, stretcl^ino^ across 
from roof to roof, covered with coarse mattiug, excluded the 
rays of the sun, forming a covered way. On each side, nu- 
merous reverend looking tigures, in long beards and turbans, 
sitting cross-legged on their shop-boards, invited us to pur- 
chase, and beautiful amber-headed mouth-pieces lor pipes, 
rich Turkey carpets, Cashmere shawls, and Brusa silks, 
were cUsplayed to tempt us. 

. A line iookmg Turk, with an immense key in his hand, 
motioned us to follow him, and mtroduced us through a 
small door into a large vaulted magazine, in which were 
piles of carpets; several of these he spread before us, of the 
richest colors, and most beautiful pattern. They were all 
small, not more than double the size of a common hearth- 
rug. I 

These bazaars spread in different directions, and are de- 
voted to different kinds of merchandise; — there is the shoe 
bazaar, the cloth bazaar, the bazaar of arms, which is filled 
with sabres, pistols and daggers. Rich Turkish costumes, 
women's veils, adorneU wilh £oid and spangles, were also 
Vol. L— 9 
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exposed for sale; and presiclinjr over all, were bearded 
fiofurps, puffing clouds of perfumed smoke through their 
niouiiis and nostrils. The appearance of the few Turkish 
women that we saw, was far from pleasing: they were so 
wrapped up, that it was impossible to tell whether they 
were younj^ or old, straight or crooked. A sort of white 
linen maalle was folded over iht head and siioulders, and 
a piece of black crape came over tlie eyes and face, and 
their feet were clothed in loose, slovenly looking, yellow 
ahopers. 

We were obliged to be constantly on our guard against 
huge pieces of timber, and imuieiise packages, that were 
rapidly borne through the narrow streets. Here an obsti- 
nate camel, with his enormous load, occupied almost the 
entire space between the houses, threatening to knock you 
into the mire; and there came a string of mules, with a Tar- 
tar at their head, yelling to the passengers to move out of 
the way. 

We went to the Armenian church, in which is a picture 

of immense size, representing the day of judgment. The 
painter's coiice])Uua of the horrors attendant upon that aw* 
ful scene, are very curious. There are three chapels run^ 
nin^ parallel with each other, having handsome altar-pieces 
and numerous pictures of saints, Tiie church-yard is plant- 
ed with orange trees and a few cypresses, and is ahnobi en- 
tirely paved with square marble tombstones, with Greek 
inscriptions; — among them are two graves with itaphs, 
covering the remains of two of our countrymen, one being 
to the memory of a gentleman of the county of Essex, 28 
years of age. 

We were couducled to the school, rather a line building, 
furnished with intelligent masters, and a library of books in 
Armenian, printed at Venice. We observed m the collec- 
tion, Milton's Paradise Lost, Armenian and English, and 
Armenian and French dictionaries, <k,c., Two ixundied 
bovs are liere educated. 

Tuesdny, yidj li)th. — 1 was ealleil al half-past six o'elock 
in llic niuiniiiff, to (jo and see a Cireek fete oiilside the tow^a. 
On arriving at a hridiic, called ihc (Jaravan Bridge, over the 
ancient iMeles, close tu ilie Turkish bmying-ground, and, in 
the midst of beaiiuful gardens, we ibund a rnodey collection 
of Franks, Turks, Armenians mid Jews. There were Ar- 
menian women in their white mandes, drawn partly over 
the face, aud mam^uvfed by ivvu or three, who had sonu^ 
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piemiBioiw to beaoty, wHh all A% aft of experieaeed co» 
quetlei. Gteek girls, m their ^mAei eapa ana blue taaselt, 
and Frank women, a mixed raoe of all tiationa^ in ifao lateat 
iiAported Parialaa mode; There waa the Armenian in hia 
looae robe and exiraoidinaty head-dieaa, cidled the calpack, 
like an immenae pincttahiom the Turk in his flowing tutban 
and pdiaae liiled with aaUe; the Ghreek'in hia acanet'cap, 
and the mixed Frank populatioB cutting a poor figure in 
thair long frock coats and black beaver hats. 

In a fine, freaht green-looking garden, filled with lettnoiea 
and cneumbela, and in wdka bordered by tha orange, die 
pomegranate and the fig tree, w^re numerous parties eating 
Ibeir braakiaata of bread, meat and little fish pickled in bar- 
rels; — at the bottom of the garden, w^ an old woman with 
a knife cmUog off orange blossoma, and distributing them 
anuing a crowd of girls. Sealing ouraelvea under « tree, 
we ealied fi>r a pipe and cofl'ee. 

There were no Turkish ladies to be seen; they are not 
allowed to mix in such entertainments; and although the 
Turks seemed well enough pleased to contemplate the uiv 
veiled charms of the Greek and Frank women* yet they 
wotdd on no account afford their own the same privilege of 
being looked at and admired. Many of the women are 
placed under the superintending care of an old hag, who ia 
reaponsibie for their actions, and under whose gui chance they 
walk in the ganlena and environs of the town. Then it ia 
thai some Toung Frank, who chances lo pass ibfi troopi 
when the old woman ia at their head in front, may perhaps 
be gratified by seeing the veil for an instant removed, ano a 
pteuy laughing fooe exposed to view, with a pair of eyes 
which tell vAbb, 

On the other side of the bridge, is a Turkish burying* 
ground, through which the toad passes— a foreat of tall dark 
cyprr??rs, under whose waving bmnrhes are scattered in- 
numerable tombaioflea anrmouatad by sculptured marble 
turbans. The wind.eonnda mournfully through the treea, 
and the grounds preaant a deep and touching pietAie of 
gloomy repose. This caravan bridge, being at the junction 
of all the great roads from the interior, ia a mo#t inteieating 
spot. ( When I Bay roads, I mean the amd trodki aoioaa 
the rntmtry, :is there is no such thing n eArruig€t$ad in 
the Turkisli ciiipirc.) Across this brid|[e aie 'Constantly 
j):issiiiir the cinivaus, laden with all lha pnncipal exports of 
Asia Mmu T^ airi^f aif ^cantla fiKaamg tho cai«Mm ia 
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headed by a little donkey; the driver mounts him when tired, 
and the foremM oamd is tied to him; the iest»eqii^y tiedt 
follow their magnanimous leader* 

It is pleasant, at sunset, to cross this bndge and watch 
tlie long eavalcade advancing towards it. Onward come 
the camels with their tinkling bdls; they stretch their long 
necks from eide to side as they pass, and pluck up the little 
tufts of camel-thorn which grow at the road'«ide. Tall 
fierce4ooking peasants of Anatolia, as noble a, race of men 
as are to be found in any country, accompany the caravan; 
their huge belts are stuck full of daggers and pistods, and 
their short pipes emit clouds of smoke. 

From the town, on the other hand, the merchants are 
issuing out, bound to their country houses. Each bestrides 
a jackass, and a boy behind, with a pointed instrument, 
** admonishes" the sluggish animal. Next come a swarm 
of pnlc ^ray-bcardcd Jews, in speckled turbans and cloaks 
of scarlet, or a crowd of yellow-booted ladies, riding in men's 
fasliion, (a yellow boot on either side of the horse,) to the 
ditferent villages on the outskirts of the town; a pale at- 
tenuated race, contrasting strangely with the swarthy, manly 
figures coming in from the surrounding country. 

There are points of view around Smyrna preseniiiig 
scenery not to be surpassed for beauty any where in the 
world — a combination of mountains, wood and water, co- 
vered with the most varied lovely tints at different periods 
of the d^y, such as can hardly be conceived by a person 
who has not been out of England. Crossing the Fort 
through tlie shipping, and mounting to the Jewish burying- 
ground on the side of the castle hill, a magnificent view is 
afforded of the whole of Smyrna, the beautiful plain, ilie 
groves of cypresses, the old castle, and the rich Asiatic 
mountains; which view I have had faithfully and most ac- 
curately taken by a German artist, but it is impossible to 
give an idea in a print of the purple flush on the moun- 
tains, the deep blue of the gulf, and the rich varied colors 
spread over the whole laadbicape, which give it a magic 
beauty. 

Hussien Bey is the governor of the town and province, 
and farmer of the revenue by purchase; his father held the 
same situation before liim. The oOicc is put up to auction 
by the government, and knocked down to the higiiest bid- 
der, consequently the higher the price a man pays for his 
fmit the more ei^tortionate and exacting must he be. The 
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pment gfuvmar lias the endU of being more 4eli«e and in* 
CeUigant than the generali^; ht hu tefonned the police end 
the executive administrationt and has eetablished a boaid of 
healthy and a quarantine for those coming iirom Egjrpt A, 
eurious story about him is^ present current in the place. 

The brokers in the bazaars are frequently very importn^ 
nate to pa8sers>by« urging them to purchase. His highness,' 
the governort as is the custom in Turkey from the Sultan 
downwards, was walking about the town inco^n preceded 
at some distance by a few of his police, to see how tilings 
were going on, when one of these hawkers or mercbantSt 
taking him to be a stranger, called repeatedly to him, and, 
holding up one article after another, urged him to purchase. 
The governor called to his lictors in (roni, and in an instant 
the poor broker found himself tripped up, and sprawling on 
the floor of his shop, with bis feet in the air, and, before he 
had time to oome to any conclusion upon the strange occur- 
rence, a sharp bastinado was inflicted upon the bare soles of 
iiis feet— which being finished, he was told, For the future 
not to trouble himself to shout after people in the streets, 
for if they wanted to purdiase his goods, they would ent«r 
his house of their own accord." 

The bastinado is inflicted in various wavs; the most com- 
mon method is to fling the culprit on his back, holdi|ig his 
heels up in the air; another plan is to throw him over a rail- 
ing» bringing his feet to the top of it, and holding him by 
the great toe, which is pulled down in the direction of the 
pound with great force; he is easier managed in this posi« 
tioo, and affords a steadier mark for ihe lash. I saw some 
poor fellows, laborers in a timber-yard, battered with a flat 
piece of deal on the soles of. their feet until they appeared 
• in con? ulsions, and their screams were terrific. No sooner, 
however, had the inhmnan brute ceased his blows, than one 
poor sufferer beffan to swear and eDTse at him, when the 
wieteh oideted him to be tripped up again, and recom* 
menced* 

The most dreadful species of execution, is the bastinado 
on the belly, which soon finishes the object of it, who is 
strippNed, and laid down upon his back, with his arms and 
legs tied. 

May 20tb.— Wandered through the Slave Bazaar, a most 
siekeniag scene of human depravity; about a dozen black 
women, and some fine children almost naked, were ranged 
roond t court tat sale- A laige blade woman, by her ges- 

0» 
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tnresy intifiiated a wish that we w6bld pofchaae her. The 
market of slaves, however, m Smyraa is sot very bridk. 
Most of those who wish for alares of any value; commis- 
sioa a friend, or go themselves to make a puichi»e at Con* 
stantinople; the steam commonieltion now affording a qoiek 
and easy mode of transit. 

In this slave market, after the massacre and devastation 
at 8cib by the Turks, numbers of fine Greek girls, and 
the daughters even of some of the firat^merehants, were 
exposed for sale by their inhuman captors* Girls brought 
up with delieacy and tenderness, and aeeustomed to every 
luxury, were hett sold with the eommon herd, the scum 
of Constantinof^le and Egypt* More than thirty thousand 
women and children were, I am assured, sold for slaved; 
and so glutted- were the markets, both here and at Constan-* 
tinople, tliat many wei^ offered at a Spanish d<^lar a head 
(4s. 4d.y Many among' these unfortunates were giils of 
liberal accomplishments, who spoke French and lulian with 
fluency, and were not onacqtuainted with the modem litera-* 
tore of Emope . Subscriptions were* set on foot by the con- 
suls among tlie Franks, and numbers were bought and set 
free; but very many are to this day in captivity, the slaves 
and concubines of their oppressors. 

It should seem, however, that they are not all miserable 
and unhappy. Just before my arrival in Smyrna, the mo- 
ther of a young girl in the possession of a Turk at Seio, 
had collected together a sum sofficient to ransom her, on 
reoe^>t of which the Turk agreed to send her to Smyrna; 
she arrived, bat she had not b^n many days at home before < 
she made her escape, and went bsok to rejoin the Turk at 
S( io, and there she remains at present. 

Tliere has just been a great crowd in the street-— one old 
Greek has shot another through the belly; they have just 
taken him off to the Mnssellm, who has ordered him to be 
shot to*morfow morning at sunrise; and, unless his friends 
can collect sufficient money to buy him off, the sentence 
will assuredly be carried into execution. This morning we 
went into the large Turkish mosque, first throwing off our 
shoes. We found a large halli well matted and carpeted, 
filled with innumerable lamps suspended from the ceiling. 
The wdls were plain, simple, and unadorned, free from 
images and pictures. Several Moslems were actively en- 
gaged in prayer. 

There are, I am told, in Smyrna from eighteen to twenty 
mosq;ies, three Greek chnrches, one Armenian, two Latin, 
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an English Protestant chapeU and a Dutch Protestant cha- 
The- Frank population is very large, and enjoys great 
privileges and Immunities. The different European mer- 
chants, under the protection of their respective consuls, 
claim an exefnption from the house-tax and all direct taxes. 
They enjoy the most perfect liberty. Of late years, the bear- 
ing of Turks towards Christians has been much changed, 
from the shocks that their fanaticism and national pride have 
received in the lale successes of the iutidel dogs against 
them, from the sense of their decUne of power, and from 
tlie innovations of tlie Sultan. The Franks have, in their 
turn, manifested an inclination to he arrogant and overbear- 
ing, setting up pretensions, and calling for the interference 
of consuls in cases hardly warrantable. 

There are two casinos, the Frank and the Greek; the 
former possessing a magnificent suite of rooms, furnished 
with billiard tables, cards and the principal European jour- 
nals. It is supported by the European merchants, and all 
strangers are made honorary members for three months. 
Balls are frequently given, and every, evemng there are 
^ cards, chess, billiards and gambling. 

The gardens about Smyrna present the most delightful 
lounges during the hot weather. The proprietors of these 
luxurious retreats spend the greater part of the night in 
them; they receive their friends by moonlight, and spend 
their time in smoking, talking and drinking iced lemonade. 
When in the hot weather every thing is burnt up, and not 
a trace of green is to be seen except upon the trees, these 
gai^dens are the more luxurious from the shade they afford, 
and the green plants and vegetables that are nourished by 
plentiful irrigation. ' ' 

Our mode of living, in the clean comfortable mansion of 
Madame Maraccini, is very delightful. We have a pleasant 
party of English, French and German, enlivened by tfie oc- 
casional society of the officers of his Majesty's corvette, the 
Tribune. We smoke after breakfast, then lounge into the 
bazaars, come home and read during the hottest part of the 
day, and in the evening explore the delightful environs of 
the town.' We mount our donkeys, and ride through fields, 
oardens and vineyards, up the mountain sities; or we row 
ahout tlie gulf, admiring the tints of die setting sun upon 
the lovely Asiatic mountains, the dark cypresses of tlie bury- 
ing-ground, the houses bosomed in trees, the rich valley to 
the north of the town, the numerous i^hips riding in the 
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harbor, and the ruined castle on the hill, which towers 
above all. The beauty of the heavens of an evening after 
a hot day — the brilliancy of the moon, and the softness of 
the air — are such as we never exjterience in England. 

Towards sunset, wiien the heai of the day has subsided, 
and the after-dinner sleep of two hours (here regularly taken) 
is over, groups of rennarkably pretty girls may be seen col- 
lected round the doors of the houses, or.seated on benches 
within the cool porches, most oi ihera of Greek extraction, 
and certainly the finest specimens of the females of that race 
I have ever seen. The Greek women of the Morea, as I 
have before observed, are far from handsome, being dirty 
and coarse from exposure to the sun and weather, and the 
men, on the coalrary, very tine looking fellows; but here, 
at Smyrna, the women are in appearance auicli superior to 
the men; they have fine eyes, a lively, cheerful expression 
of cuuntenance, and an engaging air. They talk much too 
loud, however, and bome are nut over delicaie. Tiieir lan- 
guage i6 beautiful; they indulge la all sorts of cuiiipliments 
and bows, and use, oa aieeting, salutations and inquiries 
without end. By the English and European merchants, 
the Greek families have been, and are still, generally look- 
ed down upon, and not considered m aoeicly/ but« of late 
years, so many have acquired wealth in their commercial 
pursuits, getting the protection of the Greek cooatil of the 
Morea ag^nai the exactipna of the Turks, that they cooaider 
th^nselvee <m a level with the Eoiopeaa merchants, give 
haUa and entertaiDment8» and live in style* 
. The oppressive heat of Smyrna is almost invariably tem* 
pared by a fine westerly breeze, called the Ii^t, which 
commences .near mid-^ay, and blows with violence from the 
gulf until sunset. The houses exposed to, this wind are, 
comparatively speaking, delightfully cool, anci the windows . 
are thrown open to welcome it; while, 4n other quarteis» 
the blinds ana shutteA are close ftstened to keep out the 
hot air* 

The first view of a populous oriental town is singularly 
striking to the European. The streets, long, dirty and dark, 
are thronged with men of all nations and creeds, clad in all 
sorts of gay oolora, wearing beards and flowing robes, and 
turbans mack, white, and green. Here come strings of 
stately camels, marching slowly, as befits their stature; and 
here* come donkeys, prancing and kicking, threading their 
way through the strings of camels, spattering mud hither 
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and thHhert and beanni^ onwaidB their loadiH^rail or vege- 
tables— mea or manuie* 



CHAPTER YL 
emiNA*— DBPiJiTm^^-^sKs in a 8TBA]isft,«-»vcnaaaH 

LADIK8.— MirtUN.^^TROAB. — ^DAIU>ANBLLB8.---(IA|1.1P0U». 
. iMi^nntKISH COKaCRIPTS«-<^nA OV XABllOEA^-^OONeTAim- 
NOPLB, 

Now, by two-headed Janus, 
Nature hath framed strange fellows m her time. 

Mbobamt ov Vxnioi. 

Mat 25th.— Left Smyrna on board the Maria Dorotea, 
an| AoBtriaD steamer, loaded 'with seventy-five Turkish 
passengeis. 

When we had quitted the interesting mountainous shores 
of the lovely gulf, and were ploughing the waves of the 
open sea, I turned my eyes from &e teauties of nature to 
examine the interesting groups around me. 

Some negroes and Turks were squatted on deck, examin- 
ing with wonder and gstonishmenl the movements of the 
engine* The boards were covered with earpets, upon which 

' sal groups of cross-legged Mussulmen, smoking their Ions 
pipes, and taking not Uie slightest notice of any thing around 
them* Othen were preparing to dine, and among them 
three big-wigs on the quarterdeck. Numerous black slaves 
first appeared with ewers of water and towels, the hands of 
the eaters were washed and wiped, and the dinner was then 
placed on the carpet, around which they sat cross-legged, 
all helping themselves out of the same dish, with the fore- 
finger and thumb. The repast finished, a basin of water 
was brought, and each person was occupied for about ten 
minutes in washing down his benrd, mouth and mousta- 
chios, ihen gomg to the side of ilic vessel, eacli threw otV 
his slippers, one slave brought a ii^achine very like a large 
coOee-pot, from which he ypouted water over the genlle- 
nieir.'< feet, another slave was ready with a towel, and an> 
oilier presented ihe slippers. The thram or small carpet 
was then arranged for prayer, and the tlirec grave Turks, 

. erect and turning townrd^^ ilie cast, with folded handfl, com- 

dnenced their devotions, in a short time they knelt upon 
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the carpet, and prostrated themselves tloee times, Mclm^ 
the deck with their foreheads; for minutes they muttered 
their prayers, utterly inatteottve to the sbifUng of the sails 
and the noise of the sailors, and again and again bent theiir 
foreheads, lowly and reverently, to the planks. At last tbey 
rose* the slaves arranged the thrams or carpets, and the 
three were again seen seated together; one set of slaves 
handed round coffee in small cups, placed in chased silver 
stands, others handed pipes; and, enveloped in clouds of 
smdie, without addressing a single syllable to each other, 
they seemed lost to all around them. 

The fondness of a Turk for his pipe is quite a passion; 
morning, noon, and night, he scarcely quits it; he sleeps 
often with it in his mouth, and on awakening, it occupies 
his first thoughts. During the fast of the Rhamndan, when 
for the live»long day he is forbidden by the precepts of his 
religion to eat, drink, or use ;iny manner of enjoyment, 
hundreds may bo seen just before sunset with tlieir pipes 
filled, and a burning coal by their side, anxiously watching 
the disappearance of the sun, and that instant every coal 
drops on the tobacco, and a heavy, protracted draw tlirough 
the tube proclaims the long expected and exquisite enjoy- 
ment: nor will the Turk break his fast till he has smoked 
his pipe out. 

We had a very pretty Turkish girl on board, who was 
loo young !o be veiled, and a very handsome female slave, 
who was strictly confined to the ladies' cabin. A short 
time ago a Turk took the ladies' cabin lor his harem, con- 
sisting of three wives, who were brought on board, in ap- 
pearance like so many bundles of linen. During the night, 
which was very stormy, a vessel lacking across the nar- 
row passage of the Dardanelles, struck tlie stern of the 
steamer, and carried away her tiller, bulwarks, &c. The 
captain rushed into the ladies' cabin, which was in the stem, 
(while every one else was rushing on deck,) to see if any 
of the planks were stove in. lie had no sooner entered 
than the three ladies, wild with affright, and ni all the love- 
liness of complete dishabille, threw their arms round his 
neck and conjured him to save them. He assured me he 
never saw three lovelier women, and the danger of the ship 
was for a moment forgotten in admiration of the long jet- 
black tresses aod the expressive eyes of these Turkish 
ladies. 

At sunseit we coasted along the beaiUifol shores of the 
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island of Mitylio. The still, calm waters of the straits pre- 
sented the appearance of a majestic river, and the opposite 
bold mountainous coast of Asia glowed in the last rays of 
the sun. This island, the ancient Lesbos, is said at present 
to contain a population of about 40,000, and at the time of 
the Turkish massacre in 1825, 70,000. It is at present 
celebrated for its olive-trees and oysters. The three prin- 
cipal cities are Mitylene, Patras, and Caloni. We passed 
close to the town of Mitylene, formerly the capital city of 
the island, named from Mitylene, a daughter of Macareus, a 
king of the country, celebrated anciendy for the stateliness 
of its buildings, and the great men it produced, Pittacus, 
Sappho, Terpander, &c.;— it. vied with Rhodes and Athens 
as a seat of learning. ' • 

Ten, p.M — Wind blowing fresh, and a heavy sea break- 
ing over the decks. The Turks, rolled up in carpets and 
still smoking, lay extended at full length, to the great in- 
convenience of the sailors. 

Eleven, p.m.— Being wel through with the spray of the 
eea, I went below to bed, and found the next berth occu- 
pied by a Txttkf who was ananfing it with a aa^arb leaifet 
doak iined with for, ahawk, ana auk faandkerehieia. 

May 26th» eight, A.x.—dloae*off the Asiatic ahoiOy ade- 
aerted uninhabited coontry. The hnd ia covered, how- 
ever, with green dwaifahmbs, and the hiUa behind have a 

enieaqne appearance. We paaaed Gape Baba, 0'^® 
turn Promontorium,'* aeparating Troaa horn iBolia, 
and constituting the northern limil of Phrygia Minor under 
die^Bpinan goverament,) and ihen had a view of die cele- 
bnled Fkju^ olTTioy, rising gradually from the sea. The 
hills ware. cotered with brui£wopd, and a few trees over- 
shadowed tfie solitary country . On our left was the Island 
of Xftnod^ the: station of the Grecian fleet, and over the 
ooDtinonl of Asia cose die snowy aommita of Mount Idi^-* 
dl Itubb pnipUaciit features of IIomer*s picture weie be- 

(UttiAattttiBenoa beyond a'small hay to our light^ are 
Ao rtrins ot Afexundi^ Troaa, oeBsiBting of hatha and por- 
1km. of i«a> ^ulier^ . fragments of oofomna, and marble 
ooqafiiS%;lnnd rMipvits of an immense theatre. Near the 
4MlliHrOM:ft>laiga'l^^ and a short djstance further on 
we pasted two eihers. We sailed doae round the SigeaB 
Promontory, now called Cape Janissary, and had a magni* 
tmi now of the entcaBea of tho Ifmdumlim^miL of tho 
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two Turkish casdes on the European and Asiatin shores. 
A short distance beyond, we were shown a lofty mound 
called the Tomb of Alexander, arid being* so near to the 
Sigean Promontory, it is doubtless the turnuhis mentioned 
both by Strabo and Piiuy as the tomb of that hero: beyond 
this, close to the sea shore, are two other tumuli, supposed 
to be those of Fatroclus and Anuochus, likewise mentioned 
by Strabo. 

We passed within a stone's throw of the castle on the 
Asiatic side, possessing batteries furnished with cannons 
of eleven inches' bore, and throwing marble shot of several 
hundred weight; they are fixed in Lhc wall, and could only 
be fired once, as the explosion, there being no recoil, would 
tear them away from their fastenings. We passed the 
mouth of the Scamander, and skirted along a sandy shore, 
the ground rising gradually Iroin the straits. In liont rose 
anodier lofiy luiiiulus, e ailed the ** Tomb of Ajax," the 
identity of which appears to rest upon good authority. At 
all events, leaving the minutiae to the disputations of tfie 
learned, one's enthusiasm may be legitimately indulged in 
examining the general features of the landscape. Along 
those curving shores was the station of Agamemnon and 
the Grecian 9eet» and yon plain extending on either side, 
has been travened by the hostile armies of Greece and 
Troy. 

The shores hereabouts are low and sandy, and the plain 
is covered with dwarf shrubs and. plants, but appears sdi- 
tacy and uninhabited. 

Some travellers have pretended to discover vestiges of 
the city of Priam— a needless task, as plainly appears from 
Straboi' for even in his time there were no remains of that 
celebrated place* 

The vanity of the inhdiitants <^niam induced them, as 
early as the period of the expedition of Xerxes into Greece, 
to pomt out their Acropolis to the Peisian kinff as the city 
of Priam; (Herodotus, libJ vii. ch. 430 ttnd me Romans 
appear to have believed the stilmait» tor we find that on 
various occasions they favored the people of Ilium tathede' 
seendmiit of the Trojans^ but Strabo, in his thirteenth bookt 
deaily shows that ikhe town of Ilium could not have been 
on the site of the city of TVoy; and from other ancient 
writers we dearly ascertain the net that its true site was 
utterly unknown in their time. How then, at the present 
day, can a traveller expect to discover vestigiea whidi have 
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•ntiiely eluded the search and investigation 6f theatuaentfly 
to say nothing of those wfio call in qnestiOB the very ezut- 
enoe of Troy, Priam, Hector, Achilles, and «ven Homer 
himself. 

* The Dardanelles present the appearance of a magntiloeiit 
river; the shores are low and pretty, but possess none of the 
grand mountain scenery of the gulfs of Smyrna and Lie- 
panto. We shortly arrived at the ancient Sestos and Abydos, 
the scene of Leander^s exploit, and late of Lord Byron's; 
here too, by some, Xerxes is supposed to have crossed into 
Europe. Being the narrowest part of the Dardanelles, it is 
defended by two castles, which command the entrance, and 
have a formidable appearance. Piles of marble cannon- 
balls and some loose cannon were lying about them; most 
of the guns here ton appear fixed, which must be excessively 
inconvenient. A Briiish fleet has passed ihem, and would 
do so again, bnt some half-moon bnttcrics beyond appear 
more formidable, and would be awkward customers if well 
managed. " 

Four, p. M.— Arrived at GalHpoli, landed some passen- 
gers, and stood on into the sea of Marmora. We had two 
fine young Turks on board, heavily ironed, pressed men for 
the army; — they had been seized and carried away from 
their homes and employments, and were treated like crimi- 
nals to prevent their escape. In the previous voya<^e, one 
of these unfortunate pres?fed men jumped overboard : it is 
thought he expected to swim ashore, as during the day he 
changed all his silver into gold. It was night, and the ves- 
sel lay to and lowered a boat; he was seen by the light of 
,the moon with his hands joined over his head, but before 
they could reach him he sank; — another victim to the hate- 
ful despotism of Turkey. There was a sort of listless 
melnnrholy ahoiil tlicse t wo youths, as they sauntered across 
the decks iookiug niournfally at the track of the vessel, as 
if they utterly despaired of again seeing their lost homes. 

Ten, p. M. — ^Very stiiT gale directly in our teeth; heavy 
sea breaking over the deck; I am forced below to bed. 

27th, JSix, A. M. — In full speed returning to Gallipoli; the 
vessel was so much retarded by the weather in the night, 
that the captam considers the coal insufficient to reach Con- 
stantinople. 

Eleven, a. m.— We arrived at Gallipoli, cast anchor, and 
went asliore to examine the town and country. The streets 
were narrow and iiithy, but Lixere were several pretty i'urk- 
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ish or Greek women at the windov?s ; the houses are aii 
constructed of wood, and most of them look like old barns; 
the town however is large, and pomades a populatian of 
perhaps 8,00U inliabiiants. 

The straitH are here about five imles wide, gradually 
opening towards the sea of Marmora. Gallipuli possesses 
two harbors, north and souUi, filled with dirty, miserable, 
Turkish vessels. The most conspicuous object is a large 
rumeiJ casile crowning tiie summit of a rocky hill; tiie walls 
are very massy and well built, and some circular-roofed 
apartments still remain. The casde appears ancient, and 
was no doubt constructed before the time of Bajazet, but a 
larffe square tower close to the sea, and a deep reservoir of 
water, very large and lined with stucco, appear to be the 
work of that celebrated conqueror, erected in 1357. 
. This was the first European town that fell into the hands 
of the Oltoiiians, being taken by them near a cenuii y before 
the fall of Constanimuple. The Emperor John Palctiologus, 
on hearing of its capture, said, he had only lost a jar of 
wine, and a sty for hogs, alluding to the magazines and 
cellars built there by Justinian. We observed several small 
columns and fragrmenls of marble. There is a pretty valley 
near the town, ami a number of small tumuli, said to be the 
tombs of certain Thiatian kings. 11 ivuig taken in our sup- 
ply of coals, we a^ain stood on towards the island of Mar- 
mora, ami late at night ioiiiul ourselves again on the open 
sea, With the waves roiling m lerrllic masses, crested with 
foam, and sparkling with innumerable liery coruscaiions. 

May 28ili, seven, a. m. — Standing close in to the Euro- 
pean shore, to a^oid the heavy sweh. Lami here and there 
a little cultivated. We parsed a biidg(; oi' ihiriy arclies, near 
Lo the town of Selivria, the ancient Selimbria, and several 
other bridges and small villages further on, and continued 
creeping close along shore to avoid the waves rolling in from 
the north, and the strong current that sets down this sea. 
i he air was so clear, that we could see the land almost en- 
tirely round this immense salt water lake. We doubled a 
projecting promontory about five, p. m., and Constantinople 
gradually opened upon us in the most beautiful manner. 
The tall slender minaretF, the domes of the mosques, and 
house after house embowered in green trees, gradually ap- 
peared crowning a promontory jutting into the sea about aiz 
miles distant. The grave TvxkB even seemed excited, and 
withdrawing their pipes from their iiiimtha» came to the aid^ 
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of the vl)BBel» and gathered round xfB, appearing to regard 
our expressions of delight with great satisfaction, poioting 
with their fingers and saying, " Buono, buono. We con- 
tinned dose in shore, and passed a small palace of the Snl- 
tan; saw the celebrated Seven Towers over the trees, and 
Blood on within a stone's throw of the gardens and houses 
of the metropolis. These last on a near approach appeared 
mean Wooden edifices, but their shape is picturesque, and 
the green trees, the numerous domeft^ ^tth their, gilded 
crescents and the tall spiry minarets« present a scene of tme 
oriental grandeur. 

- Straight before ns on the opposite shore stood Scutari, 
presently the mouth of the Bosphorus, with the blue wind- 
ing canal, its banks covered with white edifices and green 
trees, appeared in sight; then Galata, Pera and Tophana, 
cfowning the opposite points. We stood in close to the 
gardens and ixralls of the Seraglio, in very deep water. In 
front extended a long row of fir-trees, and crowning the 
snmmit of a slight rising ground, embowered in a forest of 
trees, rose the irregular buildings and the nunieipus domes 
of the Seraglio. , / 

The tints of the foliage surpassed any thing I ever wttw^ 
vaiylng from the dark gloomy green of the tall tapering 
cypiess, to the lightest shade of the mulberry and the wil- 
low. AH was silent and solitary in those well guarded and 
secluded predicts, eicept the merry chirping of the birds, 
who, revelling in their wild liberty, seemed to mock the 
unfortunate prisoners languishing in the prime of youth and 
beauty, in cold neglect and unnatural deprivations. But it 
was on turning the Seraglio point that the Queen of the 
East*' hurst upon n^ in all her imposing grandeur of situa- 
tion. Before us appeared the long winding water, called 
** the Harbor of Perarai," separating Galata from Constan- 
tinople, covered with superb vessels of war, merchant ships, 
and innumerable elegant caiqiies, darting about in different 
directions. 

Then came the whole northern side of Constantinople 
Willi its marble mosques, vast domes and clusters of white 
minarets stnnclinff out against the sky, and gilded crescents 
*:ljltenno^ luiih in the air. We passed the palace of the 
Nil I tan, and aochiNPed in the harbor of Perami« in sixteen 
fathoms. 

I am farin? <^'o!isiantinople;— before me, on the left is the 
^ragUo pointy wiili the palace and seraglio, crowning an 
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emmenro whose sides are shaded with majestic cypresses, 
and lilt' luxuriant fuliage of all sorts of trees; brhind, rise 
the leaden dainea of 8t. Sophia, with their shining crescents, 
and four tall white marble minarets. Further to the right, 
is the superb niarble mosque of Sultan Achmet with its six 
lofty minarets, each encircled vviih three galleries; then to 
die right, ciowimig the s-ame ridge, conies the Solimanieh, 
or Mosque ol Sultan Soiuuaii, constructed entirely of white 
marble, and adorned with elegant minarets. The mosques 
of Sultan Malioinct and Sultan Selim, with various others, 
all on the rising ground which encircles me in front, and be- 
hind these in the distance the gilded crescents of Sultan 
Bajazet. The sloping shores of the harbor are covered 
with houses surrounded by green trees; on my right, ex- 
tends the broad piece of water called the Harbor of Perami, 
the " Golden Horn,'' its greatest breadth is about a mile, 
and it extends six or eight miles inland, curving slightly; 
on its banks are situated the dock-yard of the Grand Sig^nior, 
and several majestic line of battle ships float upon its bosom, 
witli hundreds ui merchant vessels of all shapes and sizes, 
from ilie awkward hi^h stern of the Turk lo the most im- 
proved modela of European naval architecture. 

Turning my back on Constantinople, I face Galata, and 
the extensive dark cypress groves of the Turkish cemeteries 
rise gloomily behind the shipping, the minareis a!id the 
towers. The numerous houses of (ialata, Pera, and 'J^o- 
phana extend from the top of the hills down to the sea, and 
far away over the waier is seen Scutari, with iis mosques, 
cemeteries and barracks, and the banks of the Bosphorus, 
covered with houses, trees, gardens and vineyards. The 
sun is just sinking behind the western hills, the voice of the 
aiuezzin is heard from the minarets, callinu; the people to 
evening prayer, a long melodious chaunt; crowds of light, 
elegant caiques, filled with the gayest costumes^ dart through 
the waters, and the whole scene posseam a novelty and 
striking beauty, quite equal to the most glowing description. 

We descended iato a light, clean, elegant wherry^ rowed 
by a fine muscular fellow, in a very pictureaque dre88» and 
MKm found ourselves at the landing-place ^t Galata; here 
the magic of the scene was entirely dissipated, and we en- 
tared a dirty, dingy street, amid a crowd of people of all 
nations, over^tones and holes, and filth, and through crowds 
of snaHing, baricing dogs. liVe were acoompani^ hy a set 
ttC *^ bam^'* or porters, and had % man with a etidi;. if^ 
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make way ihrough Turks, Armenians, and Jews, all in 
their respective costumes, intermixed with the Frank popu- 
lation, composed of a dozen different nations. After trotting 
up the hill, we entered Pera and traversed the best street, in 
which were some tolerably decent houses, and here and 
there the pretty face of a Frank girl at a window. Turning 
to the left, we came to the top of a hill by an immense 
Turkish cemetery, and enjoyed a magnificent view of Con- 
stantinople, and the whole of the Golden Horn filled with 
shipping. By nightfall, we were comfortably located in the 
house of an Armenian, who gave us three excellent rooms, 
looking over the tall cypresses of the cemetery on one side, 
•ind into the garden of the British ambassador on the other. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. BOATS. GRAND SIGNIOR. STATE PRO- 
CESSION. SOLDIERS. — DOGS. BAZAARS. WOMEN. COOK 

SHOP. MADHOUSE. MADMEN. JANISSARY AGA*S TOWER. 

» SCENERY. SLAVE MARKET. GEORGIAN SLAVE. TURK- 
ISH LADIES* CARRIAGE. . 

He went to mosque in state, and said his prayers 
With more than oriental scrupulosity; 
* He left to his vizier all state affairs. 

And showM but little royal cariosity. Bvron. 

'i 

• May 29th. — Immediately after breakfast we hurried down 
10 the waterside, and hired a kirlangishe or ** swallow boat," 
with two rowers. These are the most beautiful boats I ever 
saw, sharp as a needle, bow and stern. They hold two 
persons, and are constructed of beautiful wood, something 
like lance wood, richly carved, ornamented and carpeted. 
Caution is requisite on entering them, as they are very light 
and easily upset. The costume of the rowers, especially 
of those in the private boats, is most elegant; the head is 
shaved with the exception of a tall high tuft or plume of 
hair left to grow on the very top. They are habited in vo- 
luminous cotton trousers and a white silk shirt, with loose 
flowing sleeves reaching a little below the elbow, and hang- 
ing down for a foot or a foot and a half ; in cool weather 
they have a scarlet or green habit wound round the body, 
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which, contragted wah the white silk sleeves, has a very 
gay appearance. Many ul them are very fine fellows, with 
tall, (lark, sun-burnt forehentis, but it is impossible to give 
yuu ail lile-A of the extraordiuaij style aDd chaiacter that the 
tuft gives ihem. " 

Having [)lac<Ml ourselves in the boat with the dragoman 
squatted below, we darted ofi (iiio the waters, telling them 
to row (]iiirkly to the valley of the Sweet Waters, as the 
Grnnd SiLniior was going in slate to the mosque. Cautious- 
ly our ruwcrs turned their heads from skle to side, shouting 
to the numerous kirlani^ishes wliic^h swept rapidly by, and 
warning them of our approach. It is, indeed, necessary to 
be cautious, as the sharp points projeciinsf from the bow 
would pierce through any boat with wIik h they came in 
contact. We were advancing up the har )ur of Perami, or 
Golden Horn; on our left rose Constantinople, with its 
mosques, niinarets and towers; on our right a vast ceme- 
tery, bliaded vv iih innumerable cypress trees, extended from 
the suburbs of Galata, to the navy yard, in front of which • 
floated several superb vessels of war, with the golden cres- 
cent glittering proudly on a red lino: at the stern. 

We passed the pnlare of the Capuana Bey, or second 
adinir il of the Turkisli navy, a small palace of the Sultan, 
and ilie artillery barracks, a large good looking building, 
with an extensive terrace in front, covered with several 
field-pieces. Morad Bey, one of tiie admirals of the Turk- 
ish navy, swept rapidly past us in a beautiful boat, with ten 
rowers; and several great Turks in blue frock coats and 
scarlet caps, the new regulation dress of tlie Sultan, every 
now and then glided along; gradually the boats became thin- 
ner, the houses became more scattered, and, after rowinj( 
about five miles, we were leaving Constant! nojile behind 
us. Houses and green trees studded the left shore, and be- 
hiiid rose a lofty hill, covered wuh a Turkish cemetery and 
tall cypresses. On our left were some gardens, and at the 
gates were several boats filled with officers in luiiforn]. In 
a short time we arrived at a small palace, the residence oi 
the Sultan's sister, landed on a Siuall quay, and presented 
ourselves lo a group of officers, dressed in lilue trock coats, 
scarlet caps and blue tassels; by them we were politely ush- 
ered into a large open space bordered by trees, with the 
palace on one aide of it; here the troops were drawn up in 
line, with two bands of music. Arabian horses decked in" 
superb trappiags were m atteudaoce. The bridles were co- 
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vered with jewels set in gold, and the scarlet saddle-cloths 
were embroidered with flowers worked with pearls. In the 
centre of ench flower glittered a diamond, and the massy 
Turkish stirrups, either gilded or of solid gold, were most 
superb in a(i|)earatice. Ci roups of officers wefe Slandio^ 
about in clil}"crenl directions. 

A flourisfi of trumpets drew all eyes to the door of the 
palace, wlicre stood the descendant of the prophet, habited 
in a blue (•K)ak cut in the European fashion, with an upright 
collar embroidered with irold iind jewels; a tall scarlet cap, 
with a blue tassel, occupied the place of the handsome tur- 
ban. All the ollicers seemed in a fright; they ran here and 
there, in a great hurry — one rushed up to us, first told us to 
stand in one place, then to get behind a screen of boards — 
and then scampered away as if he had been crazy. The . 
bands struck up a lively air, the Sultan mounted, and rode 
on preceded by several officers, neither looking to the right 
or left, very grave and very diijnified, apparenUy not con- 
desceiuling to notice any tliinjr, but in fact sufficiently ob- 
servant. A \ong, handsome, jet black beard fell upon his 
breast; he had rather a good lace, and was much younger 
looking than I expected. The moment that he passed, 
there was a great mounting and plunging of horses, and 
clouds of dust; some companies of infantry filed off after 
him, and we were about hastening to the boat to go down 
to the mosque, when an officer came up in great haste to 
our dragoman, and demanded who we were — " Travellers.'* 
"Of what nation?" — "English," and immediately hurried 
off again. We were afterwards told, that the most trifling 
thing failed not to attract the observation of the Sultan, and 
that if any thing excited his curiosity he satisfied it imme- 
diately. 

We walked onwards a few hundred yards, to the base of 
the hill; the whole road by which the Sultan was to pass 
was lined with infantry two deep; on the right of the road 
extended a cemetery, and under the shade of the cypress 
trees were crowds of Turkish women. The Turks saluted 
him by touching their foreheads and breasts, and the band 
of each regiment struck up as he passed. But it was alto- 
gether a sorry royal procession; the military, of which there 
were not less than 10 or 15,000, had a miserable appearance; 
the officers were quite a caricature upon the name. What 
a contrast is there between a Turk in his proper dress, and 
t Turk in Frank costume. Among the whole line of sol- 
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dievtt I (lid not see a single well made man; they were drees* 
ed in close loose jackets and trousers, hamgiog about their 
persons like sacks iu the most ridiculous waj, with red caps 
and tassels on their heads. 

On airivuig at the mosque, his highness dismounted.' 
The muezzin came to the balcony at the top of the minaiet» 
and with a long, mouniful melodious howl, called the peo- 
ple 10 prayers. We were not allowed to enter, but in the 
court we were much amused with the crowd of Turks pifr* 
paring to say 4heir prayers, under the shade of the trees; 
gathering round the marble fountains they washed their feet 
and their arms; then as the mosque was full, they arranged 
their little carpets upon the pavement, took off their slip- 
pers, and bowing three times towards Mecca, commenced 
their devotions. There was quite a mob of Turkish 
women outside, all exceedingly plain, (they were partly 
unveiledi) and very repulsive in their manners. We at- . 
tempted to take up a good position to see the Sultan come 
out, but as the women arrived one after the other, they 
seized us by the coat tails, took our places, and we were 
at last driven fairly into the rear. I was pushed close to 
the Grand Signior*s horse, and had an opportunity of ob- 
serving the bridle, which was certainly very splendid, 
covert with gold, pearls, and diamonds, as well as the 
blue saddle-cloth; at last the Sultan appeared, and a tall 
figure, with a great long stick, immediatedly thwacked the 
heads of the crowd, causing them to make way for the 
horses. Fortunately I was squeezed up among the women, 
but notwithstanding, very nearly got ray brains kicked out 
by an unruly Arabian. The Sultan mounted in the court 
of the mosque, and rode away grave, and apparently unob- 
servant as before. The members of the household, and the 
great officers of state, jumped on their horses, and the whole 
cavalcade departed amid clouds of dust. 

We returned to our boat, passed the Mahmoud Bey of 
130 brass guns, and rowed round one or two other Turkish 
men-of-war; the numerous mosques, domes, and minarets, 
rising one above the other on each side of the water, tiie 
houses interspersed with green trees, the numerous kir- 
langishes, wiili their different gay costumes, and the warn- 
ing shouts of the boatmen as we swept rapidly along, pre* 
i|enteil a grand, animated, and most striking scene. 

We landed at Qalata, and ascended the hill to a circular 
towet of gnat Mghti fomerly the etalel of Gakia, and 
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cdled tiw Tower of Anaslisios; at the top a mn » stnAkmed 
to beat an alanioHlraiii when a fire breaka out. We aa^ 
oended by one hiradted and fifty atepe to a anall loom fim 
niflfaed all rouad with windowa, from whence we enjoyed 
a aaperb view of neaily the whole of Conatantinople, the 
watera of the Bosphorus, and 'the harbor* cunring like the 
horna of an ox; also of Galata« Pera* Tophana, Scatari; 
and» intermixed widi the honsesy moaqnea, and trees, vaat 
fielda of cejoaeterlest and woods of the tall ^nd majestic cy- 
pres. Towarda the eotttheas) extended the blue expanae 
of the sea of Martnora, the purple shadowy outline of the 
Prlnce*8 islands, and beyond them the snowy anmmita of 
Mount Olympus. 

We then walked through the great cemetery, which oo* 
oiipies acrea of ground between Galata, Caaaun Paaha, and 
the harbor, covered thick with graves, and almost buratiiu^ 
with its festering contetita; a damp chilly air atghed through 
the branehea of the cypreasest and many a shaggy mangy 
dog was seen stealing near the newly closed graves. Here 
and there deep holes werb acratchedt aa if the canine nion- 
alera had been endeavoring to tear ihe mouldering dead 
from the earth; a little further we passed two holes scratched 
under some Uige atones, filled with two littera of young 
piqpa, with two savage bitches guarding them. Thus these 
peala of society increase and multiply in the nnmecoua 
grare^rds, from which I am told, during the plagae sea*' 
aoB^ ibey not nnfrequently acrateh the human bodies from 
the gravea, and gorge upon the putrid careaaea. Their 
faowlings of a night disturb the reat of those unaccuatomed ^ 
to IftTe in the neighborhood of a cemetery; and when any 
alrange dog gets in', encounters of a fierce and bloody de- 
aoriptieo take place. Tliey hover round the butchers* 
shopa, aad the doora of the houses at dinner-time, and 
itis deeeeaary to take a stick for defence, aa they attack 
atrangera; but a stone ia the best thing to dtaperse them. 
The pttBishment for killing a ddg, ia to walk round the 
town wilh" Ae beaat tied round your neck, and to pay a 
fine to the cadi of as much corn as will bury him. 

Iliia to be hoped that the Sultan will one day destroy the 
dog* aeiaitetial^ aa he has done the Janissaries, whidi 
are as great a mnaaiice to the Franks as the latter were 10 
him. People sometimes buy bread and cakes to pacify 
them, and an officer ia employed, at the public expense, to 
feed them with a certain portion of ieaht and aopefStitiMi 
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Turkf make pi^vition for them in their wills. One of the 
Snitane made a mn^nahimons determlB&tibn of deetroying 
them allt and sent officers to seize them and carry them 
over to Sculari; but the Mufti interfered with the Grand 
Signior, and declared the projected massacre contrary to 
religion, as every dog had a soul ! 

May HOth. — I'his morning, at an early hour, we started, 
for the first time» to visit Constantinople and the Turkish 
biaaars. We crossed the water from GalatSt through 
crowds of kirlangishes, landed upon a wooden ])latfonn9 
from under which filth of all kinds splashed up, and passed 
through some narrow streets, filled with porters bearing im- 
mense loads of timber on their backs, pale, tallow-faced 
Jews, in speckled turbans, eyrin^ us to see if we had got 
an interpreter, and some rascally looking Franks, in pea- 
green jackets. We entered a nnrrnw fruit bazaar filled with 
figs, strawberries, lemons, nuts, spices. Sec, &c., mounted 
up a sleep hill, and encoiuuered a showy Turkish hor8€>- 
man, attended by a slave, and then entered the bazaars. 

These bazaars nre lonn- vaulted passaL^^es, with holes at 
intervals in the top to admit light. On tlie while walls are 
Arabc?qiip paintings, which give them a livelv appearance; 
they are much the cleanest parts of Constantinople, and 
form a complete labyrinth, cutting one another at right 
antrles so often, and windini^' in so many ditierenl direc- 
tions, that it is impossible to lind one's way without a 
guide. On each side are open chambers, which are closed 
up after four o'clock in tiie afternoon with shutters, or slid- 
ing pannels, fastened by locks and bars ot iron. The floors 
of these chnm hers are raised considerably above the pave- 
ment, and covered with a thick matting, upon which three 
or four Turks are seated cross-legged, with their pipes and 
coffee, waiting the arrival of purchasers, or workintr them- 
selves at some fancy article, while around the walls the 
goods are arranged to the best advantage. 

The bazaars are allotted to particular trades and merchan- 
dise. We first entered the shoe bazaar, which had a beau- 
tiful appearance. Costly ladies' slippers, of red, white, 
and blue velvet, adorned with gold and beads, others of 
plain red and yellow morocco; superb circular looking- 
glasses, fixed in a sort of round saucer of chased silver, 
others with velvet backs, figured over with (lowers, worked 
with gold and silver thread; little boxes of wood and silver, 
inl^d with mother-of-pearl { and various choice arucle^s, dis- 
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posed with the greatest taste, presented a gay and brilliant 
aeene. The whole length of these vaulted passages, ou* 
meroQS Turkish women, oiufHed up in red cloth and linen, 
were sauntering about making purchases, presenting nothing 
very attractive in their shuffling walk and graceless carriage.. 
Their dress renders it impossible to judge of their persons, 
and their slouching yellow boots eflfeciually conceal their 
feet and ancles ; but if one may judge from the elegant 
litde slippers in ih». IwMMSf the geneiplity of them must 
have good feet. * ,a>v* tj 

On arriving at the end of the shoe bazaar, we entered 
what appeared to be the principal bazaar, of immense 
length, and tilled with a crowd of Armenian and Turkish wo- 
men. Buying and selling appeared to be going on actively. 
On each side were disposed cottons, shawls of Cashmere 
and Angola, ladies' gauze veils for the house, covered with 
spangles and tlowers worked in gold and crimson silk, rich 
sutins and velvets, Persian stuffs, Anatolia lace, and a nu- 
merous assortment of rich articles for ladies' dresses. Pi- 
loting our way onwards, we successively threaded bazaars 
filled with elegant China cups, and chased silver coffee-cup 
stands; bazaars of jewellery, filled with bracelets, rich pearl 
and diamond necklaces, which were being made to order, 
and were displayed by the workmen in the most fascinating 
manner as we went by. On and on we went, through 
alleys fringed with muslins and silks, long passages hung 
with clothes, pelisses, and robes lined with sable, ermine, 
and dillVrent furs, embroidered jackets, gay sashes. Bowing 
trousers, and piles of shawls for turbans, late, perhaps, the 
property of some unfortunate fellow who died of the plague. 

PushinL'^ alter our dragoman, among a motley crowd of 
Jews and Armenians, we entered a bezezteen, a large hall, 
tilled wiih inerchandise, Brusa silks, and rich carpels. Here 
sales by auction were briskly going on, and we were im- 
portuned by a sharp-faced cunning looking Israelite to bid. 
After looking at different stalls in which goods were piled 
one above another on shelves, we made our retreat and en- 
tered a tchartchee, or market of arras, full of sabres, pistols, 
yataghans, Turkish rides, and guns richly inlai 1 with silver 
and mother-of-pearl, dirks, daggers, and knives. Hence, 
we again threaded our weary way through long alleys filled 
with curriers and leather-workers, blacksmiths hammering 
out horse-shoes, coppersmiths, workers, in tin, nail-makers, 
(dius.* amiU a J|ymiift|ingf fiiiiig» and sawing quite dis- 



Digitized by Gopgle 



120 AuuyKnift akh falmtba; 

trading'; then through paper bazaars, coffee bazaars, drug 
bazaars, through an overpowering smell of physic; then 
agaioy inlerminably onward, througli bazaars of cutlery, 
pipes, carpets, fruit, aromatic drugs, ^c, <kc, ^c, till at 
last, exhausted and bewildered, w« were "obliged to take 
refuge in a Turkish cook-shop. 

Having ravenous appetites, we ordered dinner in the 
Turkish stvle, ami were ushered into a back room, where 
we squatted upon mats, with our le^rs under us, very awk- 
wardly. Pipes and coffee were brought. In a short time 
a scrvaiil appeared with water and towels, when we washed 
our hands, face, and mouth. A large dish of kabobs wa» 
then brojii^ht in, together with a salad, and was set down in 

- ibe midst of us. We ordered the dragoman to draw into 
the circle, and sliow us how to proceed. A dish of kabobs 
ifl made in this way: a nice piece of mutton, lender and fat, 
is cut up into small bits, each of these bits is put upon a 
wooden skewer, the skewers are fastened together in bun- 
dles, and put into a sort of circular oven, at the bottom of 
which is a charcoal fire; and, when half done, are takea 
out and suspended in the shop. When any one comes in 
to eat, they are again put to the fire, and being already half 
cooked, take so much less time to be ready lor eating. 
With the dish of kabobs thus brought in smoking hot, we 
very much burnt our fingers in pulling out the pieces of 
mutton, wliich were delicious. Towels and water again 
making their appearance, we had another good wash, ren* 
dered higiily necessary by our greasy fingers and months. 
Pipes and cotTee finished the alTair, for which we paid tlie 
eiwrmous sum of seven piasteis, about 1*. 'S}d. 

Our lounges and purchases in tlie bazaars had exhausted 

• the best part of the day, and, finding evenin^^ drawing on, 
we proceeded to our boat, and amid a crowding, crushing, 
scrambling, and crying, we pushed oil from the shore. 
What a lovely scene it is from every part of the blue wa- 
ters that encircle Constantinople! As we skimnied along 
in our swift kiriangishe, we gazed with increased admim- 
tion upon the gardens of the Seraglio, the lovely tints of the 
foliage, the tall tapering cypresses, and the domes beyond. 
Far away over tbe blue sparkling waters of the Bosphorus 
was sma Scutari, and, on either side, crowds of shipping 
and liera of boaeesi and niosqnes, embowered in treeo 
Ailtn tiiung a^elightfiil row down the harbor to tfae Boo> ' 



Digitized by Google 



OB, A. JOOSMMX TO THK SA8T. 



phorus, we threaded our way home through holf duBiy» 

£lthy streets. 

May 31st. — We acr^in crossed the Golden Horn, landed 
in Constantinople, passed tliroii^^di part of the bazaars, ad-- 
inired the long beanls and crave countenances of the Turks, 
and then wandered up and down hill ihrou<rh the miserable 
dirty streets. The appearance of the houses is most 
wretched; they are cither constructed of wood or sun-burnt 
bricks, plastered over and painted on the outside with 
bunches of flowers, roses, imitations of columns^ &c., &c.; 
some present a dead wall to the street, and they have thick 
lattice work across the windows, to prevent people from 
seeing their women. The first story projects like some of 
the old English houses, rendering liie streets dark and 
gloomy. AUliougli tlie exterior of the houses is universally 
shabby and miserable, the internal decorations are often 
widely different. As it is dangerous to be under the impu- 
tation of being ricli, the wealth of a Turk must not be 
sought for in the exterior of his house, but in the sumptu- 
ous apparel of his women, and in the rich carpets, divans, 
and internal decorations of his rooms. 

We passed the palace of the Seraskier Pasha, and a range 
of new buildings and shops erected since the great iire, and 
were then taken to see the Turkisli Bedlam. 

One of the Sultans bequeathed a considerable sum tc be 
appropriaietl to the establishment of an asylum for mad 
people, and abovii a tenth of it was expended in the erection 
of the present hospital. We first entered a gloomy court 
shaded by mulberry and cypress trees; in the centre was a 
pagoda and IbuiUain, and all around a square of low build- 
ings, in which were a ninnber of cells, with an iron ^^^ratinff 
to each. In each of these cells were from one to two and 
three unfortunate madmen, chained together like wild 
beasts; a iliick leathern collar was fasteiieil round tlieir 
necks, to winch was attached a chain made fast to a ring in 
the wall. Their daily fare is bread, rice, and water, and 
when outrageous, they arc bastinadoed iWi they are quiet. 

The first cell we entered was occupied by two Turks, 
the one, a reverend old man with a long white beard, sitting 
upon a miserable bed smoking a pipe and looking very 
tranquil, the other, a tall herce-looking young man, outra- 
geously mad. He stood erect, at the full length of his 
chain, like a wild beast, someiunes with clenched fists, and 
glaring eyeballs, shouting at the fall pitch of his ?oice, then 
Vol. I.— 11 
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catching up a carpet, he whirled it in the air, first spreading 
11 one way, then tnkini/ it up and spreailinc^ it iinother, then 
stamping on it, contiiuuilly repealing aome Turkish words, 
which our draironiaii iiUcrpreied, ** Thn/ have bef rayed 
which he slicujts iii<xlit and morning, and aUhouirh 
Ihey have tried tiie usual eiiect of the bwtiinadot ibey can- 
not keep him quiet. 

On inquiry, we were told he was a very rc&pectahle per- 
son, and had heen in tins slate but a short time* He had 
fallen in love with a young girl and demanded her as his 
wife; but, as he could not produce money to satisfy the 
father, the girl was married to a riclier man, whom siie had 
never seen, and tiuni that time he lost his reason. Two or 
three inhuman wretches were trying to take his carpet from 
him, and were amusing diemselves with his furious rage. 

In the next cell, sat two melancholy, broken-hearted 
looking individuals, who, the dragoman told me in an under 
loiie, were perfecUy sane, but had lormerly belonged to the 
Janissaries, nrd snice the suppression of that body, having 
spoken more I reely \hm\ was prudent, were clapped in here 
to be kept out of mibcliief. 

I dwell only upon two others of these melanclioly suf- 
ferers: one, a barlmrian of ffigantic stature, with lon«( hair 
hanging down his sIk uiders, an immense pair (»f black 
moustachios, and immense tusks rather than teeth, wiih 
which he was grinding a piece of bread, sawing his head 
about like a Poland bear, and raiding his chain; the other, 
a calm silent man, beside whonf sat hi^ inuihcrand a young 
female who liad come to pay him a viaii, iiud brought lam 
a watermelon to eat. The pour woinafi would smooth his 
moustachios, stroke his beard, then pat hib face and put her 
hand on la.s loreliead, talking to Inm in tlie most aflectionate 
manner, which ih(^ unfortunate man would notice by every 
now and then lookincr up in her face laughing. I have 
heard mudi of the buonir affection of Turkish mothers for 
their children, and I am told the poor woman pays him a 
long visit reffularly every morning, bringing him some little 
delicacy like ihis waterineion. 

I think that the jH)pulaiion of Constantinople must be 
greatly exaggerated, for the greater porlion of the streets, 
with the exception of tlie bazaars, appear almost deserted; 
one encounters not the busy crowds that are almost univer- 
sally met with in a large city, the noise and busth?, and the 
roll of carriages, are not heard; but an extraordinary still- 
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ness prevails every where. The walking up hill nnd down, 
over stones and holes, is very fatiii;nin^, and at the corner 
of every street, you are worried by a puck of dogs. 

We ascended a verv loftv tower, built on the hin^hest 
ground in Constantinople, and called the Jamssnry Al^^'s 
Fowcr. A person is stntioned on the top, winch com- 
mands a view of the whole of Constantinople, to keep a 
brio^hi look out, and to give the well-known alarm of Yang 
eji vai'i 'I'here is a tire," by sounding the great alarum- 
drum. It has a noble appearance from its great height. 
We n.scended by numerous steps to a circular room, having 
windows all round, presentinn" one of ihe tiiiest panoramic 
views in the world. I'mm hence, ilu shape of Constnnti- 
nople, its extent, and that of the ditlircjit suburbs, may be 
taken in at a liird's eye view; every mosf|ue and minaret 
may be counted, and everv house, if one had patience. 
The size of the city has assuredly been greatly exaggerated: 
even with its suburbs of Pern, Galata, and Scutari, which 
are rather distinct cities on the oiher side of the water, it 
cannot I think he compared to 1/ondon or Paris. The 
town and suburbs cover certainly an immense extent of 
ground, a great part of which is, however, occupied by gar- 
dens and cemeteries. 

The view from this tower, on a line day, of the tallspiry 
minarets, the gilded crescents, the numerous domes, the 
groves of cypresses, the winding blue waters covered witii 
vessels and ships of war, the green trees and houses, the 
suburbs like so many distinct cities, occupying the shores 
of the Bosphorus and the harbor; the mountainous conti- 
nent of Asia, the snowy raiiae o{ Mount Olvmpus, and the 
calm blue expanse ot the sea of Marmora, bounded by the 
laiiu shadowy outline of far distant mountains, surpasses 
perhaps in beauty and interest any other in the world. 

From admiring the iair jovous face of nature, and this 
glorious world, created for oar universal enjoynieni, what 
a revulsion of feelings did we experience on being con- 
ducted to the slave market, to see those unhappy objects of 
tyranny and oppression lorn from their distant hunies and 
iamilies to minister to the pleasures and passions of tlieir 
onfeeling tyrants! We entered a larjre s ju ire court, sur- 
rounded by covered galleries, m whu-li nunil)ers of Turks 
were smoking and making bargains. We ascended these 
galleries by a few steps, and found that they opened upon 
a @accessiQp gf rooms, filled with female negresses and 
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mulattoes, some of wlioni made sigQs to us as \vc passed, 
apparently wish in i:,^ us to buy them. They were respect- 
ably dressed, in the same style Tiirkisli women out ot 
doors, their black laces bcinji coverfMl up to the tip of the 
nose in wfiite napkins. Furilior gq we saw severai white 
fair women, prist the prime oi life. 

As mv companions were descending the gallery, I caue^ht 
sio;!u of a youthful looking figure in an inner room. I made 
a bait nt ilie door, the girl turned, her veil was hanging 
bark upon her shoulders, and one of the loveliest faces I 
ever saw was siidtlenly presented to my view. She ap- 
peared about ei^riiieen, was tall and slight, liad a fair com- 
plexion, and melimg back eyes, which looked out from 
under her white veil in a most inelrjncholy manner. I was 
rooted to tiie spot; she made no attempt to move, or cover 
her face, till an old Turk suddenly appeared from the inside, 
and seeing me at the door, let out a volley of wninleliigible 
%vords. Our dragoman came up and hurried me away, 
telling me that I ought never to quit the party, or get out of 
his siirht. He paid (he girl was a Georgian, and that her 
master would not sell her at any price to an Infidel. The 
girl, from what I could see, appeared very handsomely 
dressed, and quite above the common herd. The drago- 
man said it was unusual to see so choice a one at the 
market, and thought she must have been brought out by 
express appointment with a purchaser, aa the handsomest 
are kept at home, and sold there. 

The Jews are the chief dealers in slaves, and teach thero 
to dance, sing, play on instruments, and every thing that 
can create admiration or inspire passion. It is said that 
the Russians deal a good deal in this horrible slave tralliek 
in the Black Sea, from the couiUries bordering on which 
the choicest women are brought. The Georgian princes 
seize them, and sell them lo the slave merchants who fre- , 
quent Trebizond and the ports of Mingrelia. Two or 
three Russian travellers with whom I met had slaves with 
them; one was a Russian colonel, in whose company I 
travelled for three davs. He leul two Abyssinians, bought 
in Egypt, a black boy, and a black g\r\ about ihirleeu years 
old, the latter of whom was rather pretty. What should 
we think of an Englishman travelling ui this way? A sale 
by auction of a negress had just been concluded as we lefl 
the market, and with a white bundle under her arm, the 
was walked oS by her new purchaser, apparently grieved 
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at leaving her companions in misfortune. Between twelve 
and one, the different slaves were taken home by^eir pro* 
prietors, and the market left empty. 

We descended Ui6 narrow dingy streets of Constantinople 
to the pipe bazaar, of considerable length, and containing 
superb specimens of the goods from which its name is 
derived. There were straight cherry-sticks of four, five, 
six, and seven feet long, sonin mndn to sorve walking- 
sticks, others covered with green silk (wetted in hot wea- 
ther to keep the smoke ronl;) snprrb nmhrr mouth-pieces 
of immense price, and tubes ot^ jasmin :u)d mahogany. We 
^vere much pleased with a small bazaar occupied by work- 
men manufacturing beautiful silver baskets, and silver stands 
for flowers. 

June 1st.' — With our Armenian host we proceeded to 
look at the Frank quarter and the promenade. Pera, he 
says, i" the best and most esteemed quarter, and certainly 
the pincipal street is far superior to any in Constantinople, 
The houses, although of wood, are well built, plastered, 
and painted. Many of them possess very good rooms, and 
are generally tolerably clean and comfortable. Following 
the long street through Pera, we came into the open 
country, passing the great barracks erected by the Sultan 
for his soldiers since the destruction of the .Tanissaries — the 
finest edifice we had seen. In fact the barracks, of which 
several have lately been built by the Sultan, are the most 
imposing edifices after the mosques in Constantinople. 
Further on is a large cemetery, a favorite promenade both 
for Greeks and Turks, who may, be scvu smoking under 
the trees. The country is here broken into uiubilatinsf hills. 

From and along an eminence in a westerly direction, is 
a superb view of Constantinople, the blue waters of the 
Golden Horn, and the mosques and minarets overtopping 
the cypresses of the great Turkish cemetery. In the 
miserable quarter immediate [y below, reside women of bad 
chara( ter, who are vigilantly watched by tlie Turkish 
police. On the right of the road is a row of green trees 
and a fountain, the resort of Turkish women and windmill- 
sellers; of the former, several groups wrapped up in white 
veils were seated upon the banks; they do not seem much 
confined to the houses, as numbers of them are to be met 
with everywhere. Whilst we were rambling about, a party 
of six drove up in their carriage, called Arabal, a ** turn 
out" that would indeed astonish the good folks in England. 

il* 
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It was drawn by two slee.k, fat, cream-colored oxen, adorned 
with tassels, red leather, and beads; llie rarriage was 
without springs, and in shape somrwhcit resembling a taxed 
cart, but ot course gilded and puiiUed, and hung out with 
yellow tassels and curtains. From each side of the vehicle 
protruded pipes, about five ieet long, threaleiimg the eyes 
of the passers-by, and throwwg (Hit white clouds of per- 
fumed smoke. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

barbers' shops. ANCIENT AQUEDUCT. JANISSAKY RAR- 

BACKS.— ANTiariTIKS. — HIPPODROME. MONUMENTAL CO- 
LUMNS. ANCIENT CISTERNS. PEREOTES.— GREEK LADIBS* 

^-TURKISH LADIES.— OUOGUR,-— MOSQUES.— MUEZZINS* 

Glory and trnpire! once upon these towers 

With ireeduui sate. Btron. 

June 2d. — We passed througli the great cemetery, and 
having met with our cicerone, we crossed the water to view 
the antiquities of Constaniinople, and traversing the streets 
rather early in the morning, we were much amused wuli 
the barbers' shops: in some were ten or twelve individuals 
seated on benches, enveloped in cloths, and covered with 
soap-suds; some were having their heads shaved, some 
their beards and mustachios trimmed and some the hair 
tweaked out of their noses with a pair of tweezers. The 
barber and his assistants with their ewers nud towels, the 
washing, the scrubbing, the ceremony and air sf import- 
ance, presented quite a comedy. 

We first proceeded to the aqueduct of Valens, the arches 
of which, rising high above the tops of the houses, always 
form one of the principal features in tlic view of Constan- 
tinople. This aqueduct connects two of the seven hills 
together, by bringing the water from one to the other, over 
the tops of the houses. The water is brought into tlie city 
from near Belgrade, and pipes proceed at intervals from the 
watercourse above, conveying it to different parts of the 
town. Were it not for this water, it would be impossible 
to live in Goastantinople» as the great Qreek Cisterns do 
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not afford water enough for the supply of the inhabitantg. 
This aqueduct, at ihe highest part, is supported upon double 
arches, and extends through Constantinople for nearly three 
miles. It is a massive pile of masonry; the arches are very 
lofty, and the numerous shrubs that grow out of the masonry, 
and the rich grass and weeds luxuriating along the water** 
course, have a very picturesque appearance. 

We then visited the ruins of the barracks set on fire by 
order of the Sultan, in which ten thousand Janissaries per- 
ished — a frightful scene of ruins blackened with fire. The 
present Sultan having ascended the throne amid confusion, 
blood, and slaughter, caused by a revolt of the Janissaries, 
saw the necessity of controlling or destroying the factious 
body; the measures which were taken to disband them, and 
to organise a military force, led to discontent, which at last 
broke out iiiio open revolt. Plots were fuinentcd by the 
Janissaries, and lires broke out in several parts of the me- 
tropolis. Five ortas, or regiments, of their body having 
revolled, traversed, in large parties, the streets of Constan- 
tinople, pillaged the houses of Greeks and Franks, and 
committed hideous excesses. In the quarter of the Jews, 
tliey broke open baths, violated females, and drag-ged Greek 
women to the slave bazaars. Ibrahim Pasha, being then 
with his Egyptian troo[is at Boyookdere, was called iu,and 
quelled the revolters with great slaugiiler. 

At the close of the Greek war, the Janissaries, jealous at 
the progress made by the Sultan m tlie establishment of a 
regular army, broke out m open revolt. They attacked and 
pillaged the palace of the Sublime Porte. They assembled 
in the Atmeidan, took their camp-kettles, called together the 
' different ortas by proclamation, and proceeded to their bar- 
lacks. 'I he Sultan immediately assembled the Mufti, his 
ministers, and the principal Ulema at Kali Kiosk, and the 
newly raised regiments under Hussein Pasha were ordered 
into Constantinople. Mohammed Pasha came over from 
Scutari with a body of Asiatic troops, the standard of the 
prophet was unfurled in the Atmeidan, and all ti^ue Mussul- 
nen called on to rally around the Sultan. 
. The Janissaries were three times summoned to surrender, 
bat lefused till their demands were complied with. Thejr 
were then surrounded in their barracks by the troops, aoa 
the cannoniers and bombardiers kept up an incessant fire on 
tfaa boildtng uniU the flames burst out on all stdes, and 
Mveral thousaods were slaughtered, burned^ or fnffmted: 
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they were pursued iii all directions, and slaughterings and 
executions deluged the streets of Constantinople with blood. 

On the 16th June a proclamation was issued, abolishing 
the factious body altogether; all their barracks were utterly 
demolished; their camp-kettles, the signal of revolt, were 
destroyed ; and the formation of a diflclpllned army was 
ordered, under the name of Askeri Mohammedji* 

All those connected witii or dependent upmi tfaem were 
watched with stem vigilance; and the- executions that took 
place in the Atmetdan alfock tenor into the Janiaaariei of 
the provinces. They were fearful times at Ckmslantinople 
-*-4re8 broke ,ont, and plots were discovered. .Daily, men 
beheaded were iti be seen lying in the streets, with their 
heads under their araia; women were slaughtered and thrown 
into the Bospborus, and numbers of both sexes w^ taken 
off secretly during the night. The captain of an Austrian 
merchantman informed me, that at that time his ship was 
lying at anchor off Constantinople, and that, during all houis 
of the day,, bodies might be seen floating down the stream. 

We shuddered as, we looked at the blackened ruins of the 
barracks, and we were assured by our Armenian landlord, 
that the effluvia arising* from the burnt bodiqs at the time 
the buildings were set on fire, was fearfully horrid through- 
out the whole of Constantinople. 

We were next taken to an ancient column of oriental 
granite standing in/the garden of a private house, supporting 
a large block of white marble, upon which four eagles were 
sculptured. I tried by peeping through a high fence to look 
at the base and i^ead the inscription, given by Wheler, but I 
was ordered away, as. the apartments in the vicinity were • 
occupied by a harem. It is the roost perfect column in- 
Constantinople, and it is said that there is an inscription on 
the pedestal, intimating that it was erected by Tatianas to 
the Emperor Mercian, and that the statue of Marcian was 
placed on the top. This has been supposed to be the same 
Tatianus who assured the Emperor, when he was only a 
private soldier, that he would one day sit on the throne, 
having, with his brother Julio, aeen an eagle sitting over 
hioi and shadowing him from the sun with his wings, when, 
wearied with hunting, he had fallen asleep; for which, so 
soon as the event verified the good omen, he made Tatianus > 
governor of the city, and Julio of lUyria. 

Passing from hence in an easterly direction, towards the 
8erag^9 thmigh a variety of streets fssembling eaeh othert 
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Monetimea between ruined houses and sometimes where 
there were no houses al all, we tamed to the left into a little 
miserable coorl-yard, passed on to a large raised hill or 
mound, where was an orifice in the ground, down which 
we descended by a long ladder, and found ourselves in one 
of the ancient Cisterns of Constantinople, said to have been 
founded by Philoxtnus, a vast ball supported by an immense 
number of columns — we counted more than four hundred; 
the roof is beautifully arched with tiles, but the columns 
lose much of their imposing efiect from the accumulation 
of dirt and rubbish, which has raised the floor ten or twelve 
feet, so that there is now no water; but the place is exceed* 
ingly damp and cold, and is occupied by silk-weavers. In 
the centre is a well, which has been' sunk through the rub- 
bish to the water beneath, and is much esteemed by the 
Greeks, who come and drink at it. 

We next visited the celebrated Burnt Column erected by 
Constantine, an unsightly structure, ninety feet high and 
thirty>three feet in circumference, blackened and cracked 
by the frequent fires from which it has derived its very ap- 
propriate name; the immense blocks of stones eomposinsr 
It are riveted together with hoops, of iron, many of which 
have been driven from their places, and the whole mass, 
looks in a very tottering condition. It is now seen nnob* 
structedly, and the houses round it were all burnt down in 
a great fire in 182B; it must have been a very handsome 
column when entire; the stones are of porphyry, and rest 
upon an elevated pedestal. It is said to have been originally 
120 feet high, of the Doric order of architecture, and 
crowned with a colossal statue of Apollo, of bronze, trans* 
ported hither from Athens or a town of Phrygia, and sup- 
posed to be the work of Phidias. The artist had repre- 
sented the god of day, afterwards changed into the Emperor 
Constantine, with a sceptre in his right hand, the globe of 
the worid in his left, and a crown of rays glictering on his 
head. 

Having accidentally heard of a stupendous Cisterns to be 
seen under a private house, we proceeded with our drago- 
man to the door, and requested permission to enter. A. black 
slave made his appearance and ushered ns into a sort of 
small garden; and after descending a steep bank, we ar* 
rived at a magnificent eistern, filled with poie, limpid 
water. I suspect this must be the celebrated one thousand 
and one columns, the Yerebatan Serat, or subterranean 
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palace, as it was called by oar guide, as it far, very far, sur* 
passes the other cistern in extent and excellence of preser- 
vation. It runs a great distance under Constantinople, the 
bouses being built over it, and some of them have wells , 
through the Boors, for the purpose of drawing up the water. 

On descending to the water^s edge, and placing an eye on 
a level with the surface, we could see an immense distance 
on each side between the innumerable columns that supported 
a tiled roof; some had capitals of the Corinthian order, and 
others were carved in a fantastic manner. The silence 
of this vast subterranean water-palace, the monotonous 
sound of dripping water, from the roof, and the long lines 
of columns, lost in the distant gloom, had a fine efl'ect. The 
water was remarkably clear, and judging by its lieight on 
the columns, it could not be less than twenty feet deep. We 
were told that the proprietors of the house had formerly a 
small boat, with which they had explored a great distance, 
that more than 800 columns had been counted, but that they 
had never reached the rnd. A little boy tumbled overboard 
and was drowned, after wliirh tlie boat was ordered to be 
burnt. The little garden or court, to which we reascended, 
is over the ruins of part ol the cistern, which appears here 
to liave tumbled in; the ground sounds hollow under the 
feet, and one or two of the columns may be seen protrudmg 
above the surface through the poiuegranate and orange 
trees. 

'Hiere are ruins of othi r cisterns in different parts of Con- 
siaiitinuple, one of which, consisting of about seventy sub- 
terranean columns, is said to he the cistern of Asparis, the 
founder of which was drowned in it by order of Leo. The 
ai):!tfiv and negligence of the Turks have suHered all these 
ancient Greek cisterns to no to ruin, and in the next siege, the 
city will be easily taken, from the want of water. 

Fr hence we passed on to the Atmeidan, the ancient 
Hijipoilrome; having the same signification in Turkish as 
lormcriy ni Greek. a horse, and meidajh a place. It 
is, however, no longrer a circus, but n Ions open space, bor- 
dered on one side by the beautiful mosque of iSultan Aclunet, 
with its marble court and green trees; and on the other by 
a wall and some mean buildings, among which are pointed 
. oul the ruins of the Palace ot Beiisanus. The principal 
remnants of bygone times on tliis celebrated spot, formerly 
adoraed by so many noble moaumenta, are a tail ruinous 
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pillar, a beautiful Efrypuan obelisk coveretl over with hieiOf 
glyphics, and ihe celebrated Delphic column. 

The first ragged ruined pillar was lornierlv an obelisk, 
cased wii!i brazen plates, and the peg-f^oles by which ihey 
were fastened still remain. These brazen plnte? were 
adorned with bas-reliefs, and an inscription at the boitom of 
the pillar is said to have spoken of it ^9 nn exlraordiii iry 
work, erected by Conslantine PorphyroL^enitus. Toiinie- 
forl gives it, *' 'I'he Emperor Constainine now reigiieiii, 
Father of Komnnii?, the fjlory of the empire, w!in h:\s 
made rnvich more womb rtul iban it was before, this admira- 
ble square obelisk, which time had destroyed, and which 
was crowded w'vh suhWme thin!:?, lor the incomparable 
Colossus was at Rhodes, and this surprising work is here." 

The celebrated obelisk of Eerypiian Granite, or Thebaic 
stone, consists of one solid mass, covered over with hiero- 
glyphics, as fresh as though inscribed but yesterday. It is 
about tifty feet in height, standing upon a white marble 
base, on one side of wiiich are !!iscriptions in Latin and 
Greek, to the eOect that the Emperor Theodosins cmsed it 
to be set up again after it had lain for some time on liie 
ground. The machines that were made use of in rearing 
it, are represerued in bas-relief, and also a view, said to be 
that of the Hippodrome as it was in aiicient days. Nicetas, 
in his life of St. Ignatius, Patriarch ol Constantinople, 
says that this obelisk had a bmzen pine- apple on its lop^ 
which was thrown down by an earthquake. 

Bet\v( en these two, stands the celebrated twisted bronze 
Ci)liirnn brought from Delplii, where it supported the famous 
golden tripod which the Greeks, after the battle of Plat.Ta, 
found in the camp of Martluijius; but the three serpents' 
heads no lonirer remain, nougbi but a small twisted bronze 
column tilled up with stones on the top. Gibbon says that 
Mahomet the JSecond, on the taking of Constantinople, was 
attracted by this twisted column of three serpents as he 
passed through the Hippodrome, and, as a trial of his 
strengUi, shattered with his iron mnee the under jaw of one 
of the monster-; tbe other two heads are said to have been 
taken away alter the peace of Carlowiiz, in 1700. Ac- 
cording to Tournefort, it has been re;no\ cd troni its original 
site, and it is not now agreed, w lieiher the lop oi bottom of 
the pillar is inserted in the ground. 

Tfiis is one of the most curious relics of Grecian antiquity, 
and the proofs ofilB interestiDg history are sostrongi that *'th« 
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guardians of the most holy relics, (according to Gibbon,) 
would rpjoice if ihey could produce such a chain of evi- 
dence as may he allep^ed in support of its history." Its 
consecration at Delplii is mentioned by Herodotus and Pau- 
sanias, and its removal to Consiantiuople by Socrates, 
Ecclesiasiicus, Eusebius, and others. 

At some distance to the west of the Almeidan, is the mu* 
tilated base of the " Historic Column,*' which is mentioned 
by Lady Mary Wortley Montague to have tumbled down 
about two years before she arrived at Constantinople. It 
was formerly of plain marble, 147 feet in height, and 
covered with bas-reliefs representing the victories of Arca- 
dius. The conquered towns appeared under the shape of 
women, whose heads were crowned with towers, and the 
emperor was represented sitting in an elbow chair, with the 
labarum or imperial standard over his head, held by two 
angels, with the device of the Chrisuan emperors, "Je«w« 
Christ is ConquerorJ^ 

From a point near the Seraglio, may be obtained a view 
of the Coiiniliiaii column of white marble standing in the 
sacred precincts of ilie Seraglio gardens, that mysterious 
spot wliere man dare not enter, and within whifh probably 
are other remnants of the proud capital of the Eastern em- 
pire. Tiii5 pillar is about iil'iy feet hic?h, surmounted by a 
iiandbome capital of verde aniiquc, nrul is said to have this 
inscription — "Fortuna? reduci ob devictos Gothos." We 
heard various rumors of antiquities concealed in the gardens 
and houses of the Turks; reports very probable, as no male 
strangers ever dare set foot in the gardens appropriated to 
the harem. 

We were told of a Frank gendeman who bad been taken 
by a Turk into a vault under his house, where seveial an* 
tique statues were lying on the ground, and upon his ex« 
pressing surprise and admiration, was ordered up etaiis, and 
the door locked; but no dependence can of eouiee he placed 
upon these different tales. 

B6eides the ancient cisterna already deacfihed, Le Oheva* 
lier mentions one called Tehukoar Bostan, now an heib 
garden, near the mosque of Laleli, sappoaed to he the one 
constructed, by Bonus, a patrician, in the time of the Em* 
peror Heiadius, at the back'of the Hebdomon, and whieh 
had lost its columns and chamb^is, and was a garden when 
seen hy Gyllius; there is anolhw containing cultivated 
ground near the motqne of BAvntii Sdim, end a snbteira- 
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corridor of twenty-four columns near the Seven 
Towers, supposed to have been a cistern. 

Jnne 7th. — Being Sunday, we sauntered round the Ro- 
man Catholic chapeLs in Pcra, as the clergyman, paid by 
the British government, was living seven or eight miles off, 
at Therapiah, with the ambassador. Here I again thought 
myself in Italy, the women were dressed like the Genoese 
in long white %'eils, the internal decorations, the priests, the 
chauntinjr, nnd the line swelling tones of the organ, brought 
me back to old time s. There was a good sprinkling of 
beauty among the women. 

All religions seem tolerated hy tlie Turks in Pera, which 
is inhabited by a mongrel race of people, a mixed breed of 
-all nations, and a strange mixture in intlividnals of the pecu- 
liarities of each: llie French grimace, the Italian shrug, 
the German strut, <fcc. It is, as Lady Mary Wortley Mon- 
tague observes, a tower of Babel, a perfect confusion of 
languages; the little children not six years old wiW jabber 
Greek, Turkish, French, and Italian, and almost every 
other language upon the earth is spokefi besides. 

From Pern we walked into Galata, which is the name 
given to all that part of the suburb that extends down to the 
harbor opposite Constantinople, bounded on the west by 
the great cemetery, and on the east by Topana. The 
Dominicans have there a church, of which they have been 
in possession three hundred years; there are three Greek 
churches, one Armenian, one French Gapuehm church, 
called St. G(?orge, and one Latin church of St. Benedict. 
There is here an Arabian mosque, formerly a Dominican 
ehurch, as ancient as the time of iSL Hyacinth, and a hne 
fish-market, 

Topana extends along the side of the lull, facing the Bos- 
phorus, and derives its name from the eannon-foundrv, 
called Topana in Turkish, a l)uilding covered with low 
domes. Taking a boat, and rowing up the Bospborus, the 
view of the amphitheatre of houses formed by Pera, Ga- 
lata, and Topana, rumiincr from the to[) of llie hill to the 
waterside, the cypress grove heyo[id, and the winduig Bos- 
phorus inclosed by green hiUs and cheerful houses, has a 
lovely appearance. 

We walked to the east of Pera, along the shores of the 
Bosphorus, crossing some undulating hills commanding 
lovely views, and then finding ourselves in the dirty streets 
and mean dwellings that extead for more than a mile along 
Vol. L— 12 
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the dMires of the^fSlnitSv w% hmuked off to tbe left isl^ 
the open country^ whefe we ffoon found onnehree ittionf 

some delightful gerdens and Toattc. country lanes over- 
shadowed with trees. Here crowds of Qreeka of both 
sexes were atrolling about, and we walked on to a green 
apoty where numbers of Greek and Armenian women were 
anting tn lowa, talking and chatting to. themseWea, while 
the men also aat at a respectable distance amoking. 

The dress of the Greek women is not pretty; it consists 
of an immense coifrure* or head dreas, tight embroidered 
jacket* and lapping sleeves. In Oonatantiuople they draas 
more after the Turkish fashion. The Armenian women 
of Constantinople dress exactly like the Turkish, with the 
exception of their red slippers, which diatioguiah them from 
the Turkish females, who always wear yellow, and thoTt 
moreoTer, bring the band of their veila ao tight acroae the 
face as to flatten the nose. 

Underatanding that there waa a TnrkiahiiSle about annle 
offf we proceeded to the spot, encountering on the way 
aereral Turkish carriages decked out with ailk curtains and 
embroidered iinery, and drawn by oxen. Longpipea Were 
aticktog out of die windows, at which the ladies inside were 
puffing away vigorously. On arriving at a ateep bmk, 
covered with trees overshadowing a reservoir of water, we 
found collected two or three hundred Turkiah women ail>> 
ting in rows on carpets, closely veiled, some smoking^ and 
all contemplating with great satisfiietion the feats of a jug^ 
gler, who, on the brink of the reservoir, at the bottom of a 
ateep wall immediately below them, was showing off a 
number of curious tricks; near at hand was a guard of in- 
fantry, and on each side of the women, along the outskirts 
of the grove, stood a grim Turk with a scimelar lo keep 
away the men. We walked up the hill alon<^ the sacred 
precincts, and saw numerous groups scattered throughout 
the grove, sitting on carpets. We passed very near to a 
party of young girls, apart from the rest, on the opposite 
side to where the guards were; they were silling cross* 
legged, with their ycTlovv slippers taken ofi' and placed upon 
the carpet, and for tiie purpose of smoking, had let fall the 
while hand whicfi covers the lower part of the face, so that 
we had a good view of their fea aires. Two of them were 
fine laughing girls, very pretty, very fair, and very fat, ap» 
parently about sixteen; but it was rather disgusting to see 
them puffing out douda of smoke from their pipee, and 
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potliiig their hands into their embroidered tobacco ba^fs. 
We saw seTcral very pretty children playing aboQt» with 
beautiful long hair, braided and hanging down their backs. 

The Turkish women, out of doors, are Wrapped up in a 
sort of loose cloak, called feridjee, completely concealing 
their dress, which in the house is very handsome, and their 
fa<^ are covered almost as far as the eyes with a white 
veil. It is impossible for lany man, not a Turk, to see a 
lady in her turban and full dress. 

. June 6th.^Not being able to procure a royal Firman for 
visiting the mosque of St. Sophia, without which yon aie 
not allowed to enter, we proceeded with Mastapha, the 
dragoman of the English minister, to visit the royd mosques. 
We descended through the great cemetery to the suburb of 
Oassun Pasha, and taking boat at the dock*yard, crossed the 
harbor amid crowds of kirlangishes— among which was a 
Great Turk, in a beautiful boat rowed by ten men— -and 
landed in Constantinople. 

. Stopping to buy sonne attar of rose, I was amused with 
a Turk, who halted at the perfumer's shop to have his 
moustachios arranged; various little ingredients from dif- 
ferent pots were mixed together, colored and perfumed, and 
then offered him on the point of a knife, with which he 
anointed his moustachios, smoothing and curling them for 
about ten minutes with all the gravity in the world; a little 
mirror #as then handed to him, and the whiskers being a^ 
ranged to his satisfaction, he walked oS in great state. 

We first visited the SooHmaneef or mosque of Sultan 
Soliman the Magnificent. It was erected by that monarch, 
and i» the handmmest of all the mosques in Constanti- 
nople, excepting the dome, which does not equal that of 
St. Sophia. The stones with which U is built were taken from 
the rums of the church of St. Euphemia at Chalcedon, in 
1556. We passed alongside a marble wall furnished with 
watereocks, at which a crowd of Mussulmen were washing 
their arms, laces, and feet, in obedience to the commands of 
the Koran, cleansing tlieir bodies from all stain" before 
entering to perform their devouons. On arriving at the 
west end, we entered a large court paved with marble, and 
surrounded by a cloister of twenty-fpur ancient columns of 
porphyry, each of one single mass. 

Preceded by the dragoman, we pulled off our shoes, 
taking them in our hands, and ascended a flight of maible 
steps to a doorway in the Gothic style of architecture, aU 
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of while marble, and then enleied tbirtnosquer whieh has at 
fint a grand effect, from the wmimm of the ioterior and the 
innumerable lamps hanging not mote than a foot above the 
head* The marble pavemeni, was covered with carpets, 
kneeling on which were numerous Turks, with their 
frees towards Mecca, and their handa foMed npon their 
breasts, diligently saying their prayers. I was disappointed 
with the dome, which is low and far from striking; none of 
them are worth looking at after St. PaulV. But there are' 
ibttr wery fine ancient columns of Egyptian granite sup- 
porting the interior, thirty feet high, each of a single stonor 
brought from Ephesas* 

The extern windows are of beantifnl painted glas9 
brought from Persia, and there is a marble pulpit, and a gal- 
lery for the Sultan adorned with gilded lattice work. Texia 
from the Koran are written up in golden characters in dif- 
ferent parts, and on one siiie is a range of gilded lattices, 
inclosing a collection of books. This mosque is nearly a 
square, two hundred and sixteen feet long and two hundred 
and ten broad. There is one laro^e dome surrounded bv some 
small ones, and it is ornamented with four marble minarets.- 

We went into an inclosed garden at the back of the- 
mosque, shaded with trees, to visit the tomb of Sultan Soli' 
man and his wife. It is an octagonal building, covered with 
a dome; in the middle is the mnrble cofRn of the Siiltan, 
two of his favorite women He by his side, one on his right 
hand, the other on his left; and, besides these, are tfie mar- 
ble sarcopliai^ri of his wife, brothers and sons, railed round 
and surrounded by immense wax candles. Soliman's coffin 
is rovpred with a piece; of embroidery fro in Mecca, and at 
the head is placed a turban, ornamented with heron's fea- 
thers and jewels, the others are covered with rich shawls. 
Ostrich eggs arc suspended from the roof, intermixed with 
lamps; and at one end of the mom is shown the sofa which 
was used by Soliman. The roc^f is adorned with the most 
costly jewels, and sevf ral immense diamonds sparkle bril- 
liantly, intermixed willi emeralds and rubier. On my ex- 
pressing doubts as to their ^enumeness, I was told thnl ihe 
Turks had such a religious horrur of despoiling a tomb, 
that it was improbable any of them had been aV)stracted and 
their places supplied with false stones. Soliman erected 
and embellished this place during his life lor himself, his 
wives, concubines, and children. For seemg the mos(^ue 
and tomb we paid two Uollars« H«* 
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We then passed on to the Atiiieidiii« to see the meiqiie 
of Sultan Achmet, the roost imposing in external appear* 
ance of any; it is built of white marble, hae Hx lofty nuinth 
rei$9 having eaeh three galleries. We entered a large court 
planted with sycamores; there is a row of fountains around* 
and the trees are filled with doves. Passing through a 
doiater covered with little domes supported by small pillarst 
we arrived at the door of the mosque. The interior of them 
all is much alike. That of Sultan Achmet is paved with 
marble; in the centre is a fountain covered with domes 
foimedof grates of gilded iron; among the numerous lamps 
are suspended crystal balls and ostrich eggs, and there is a 
celebrated globe ofglasSt representing in bas*relief the plan 
of the mosque. 

On retiring through the courts we saw some hundreds of 
beantiful doves being fed on the pavement; they were like 
a swarm of bees. Behind is the tomb of Sultan Achmet. ^ 
Besides tiiese there are several other royal mosques, t. e. 
built by sultans — the mosqties of Sultans Soliman, Mo* 
hammed, Selim, Bajazet, the Validea, dsc., fourteen tn nnm« 
ber. It is said that there are altogether more than two 
hundred mosques in Constantinople, built generally on the 
same plan, and possessing the same character, and all copied 
after St. Sophia! The Validea, built by Valide, the wife 
of Ibrahim and mother of Mahomet the Fourth, near the 
Seraglio, is covered inside with fine Dutch ware, and pos- 
sesses a marble colonnade, the columns of which are said 
to have been brought from the ruins of Troy; it has two 
minarets of three galleries each. 

' • The Qsmanie, too, is much admired for its light and lokf 
fliipola, and a range of ancient columns of Egyptian granitOt 
twenty-two feet in height. In the court is a sarcophagus, 
of porphyry, nine feet long, seTen wide, and five deep, now 
serving as a cistern for rain water. Near to tlie mosque of 
Sskek is another sarcophagus, supposed to be the tomb of 
Constantine. 

We saw the mausoleums of Sultan Merad and his brothers, 
in whieh are a number of figures, said to amount to 120, 
with cravau round their necks — the monuments of that 
mooaieh's chiklien, who were all strangled in a daj by hia 
successor's order. We saw also the mausoleum of the kte 
Sultan, his wives, and women, and two little tombs, hand- 
aonely onameoied, ereeted to the memoiy of iwo of the 
pieiiDi 8altaa*s ehiUbw. ^^M i ^ 

w 
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The ecMiiiid moiqiio of Si. Sophia poiteoses no great 
•xteni4 beauty. It is a heavy baildtng; the doM is eop- 
ported by immeiiae battieaaea* and Touiiiefort*a aiatement 
that it ia the fioeat airoctiiie next to Su Peter's at Rome,** 
is quite ridiculoiis ; it will bear no compariaoa with St. 
Paara; in fact there is no atriking beaaty- whatever in tba 
exterior of a phce which waa the wonder of past ^ges and 
the boBst'of JostiniaOf who, when he had finished it, ia i»* 
ported to have aaid, V I have outdone theOi O BolooKm/' 
The numerous buttrasses and props^ totally ruin the eflto 
wliieh the height and expanse of ita dome might otherwiae 
produce. 

We walked' round the eoort« which is surrounded by a 
" portico, and feeling an earnest desire to get one peep into 
Ibe interior, I advaooed up a vestibule leading into the 
moeque, and seeing only a few Turks very intent upon their 
prayeia, I made two or three very hasty strides and looked 
inside* .which I had acareely done, bolbra up ruahed aome 
Mnssulhien foaming at the month and distorting their coun- 
tenances with shouts and imprecations of Yaoor. I quickly 
retreated and joined the party outiide, rfeeetving a strong 
admonition from the dragoman for my imprudence. I saw 
nothing but a large ball with a low dome of great circum- 
lievence. There are a great many ancient columns in this 
mosqne, some of jasper, brought by . the founder of tlie 
church from the Temple of Diana at Ephesus, and others 
of porphyry, said to luive been taken out of a temple of the 
Sun built by Valerian, and sent by Mauiat a Roman widow, 
to the Emperor Justinian. The Mosaic of tha dome is 
mostly gone, and the heaven suspended vault,'* of 115 
feet in diameter, 16 feel more than St. Paura, is only 18 in 
depth, and 180 from the pavement. 

In the fifth year of Justinian this edifice was commenced,, 
and to defray the expense, the £mperor melted^down the 
silver statue of Theodosius, and covered the dome with the 
leaden water-pipes of the city. 

When Constantinople was taken by the Turks, Mahomet 
the Second, having cauaed himseif to be shaved, went and 
aaid hia prayers in St. Sophia, and then faalened to one of 
the pillars, near the Patriarch's throne^a piece of the screen 
fcom the Mosque of Mecca with Arabic characters on it* and 
kom thai time the Christian Church haa been changed into 
•naMMiqiie, and the Muezzin has saairaoned the faithful to 
daily piayen» and the Imann has pieaehed.'^ U waa ahai- 
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tered by an earthquake in the lime of the Empress Ann and 
John Palaeologus her son, now completely repaired by Ma- 
homet the Second, and has been since preserved with great 
care by the Turks. 

A youiig Knoflish lady of my acquaiiuaiice, the; (hiui^^Iiter 
of a Levant idc reliant, passiiig St. Sophia wiih u party of 
friends, had the u merity to enter tlic doui oi ilie mosque, 
aiid being at firnt itiipt rceived, was quietly couiUit;nciug a 
survey of the buiiUing, when some Turks espying her, im- 
mediately caught up their slippers and tlmw them with 
loud curses and iuipicc uinns at her head, when she ran 
avva) , toriunate not to have huiiered much grosser iosuU for 
her itnpi'iideiil ciinosity. * 

The hour o\ \)v\\\ vr is nniiouiu-i.'d by the niiu'zztu:3 or 
criers iruia die didcreiii n)in:ir('i.->, who put dicir Imffers in 
their ears, pull out tiiLjir inoiiilis widi dieir dumdts, ;uid 
pilchinL^ ilieir voices in a hudi y, l iiauiu lu a loud clcur 
melodiuu^j lone ** God la greut, du re is no God but Gud, 
come to prayer — I summon you wuii a loud voice.** On 
the celebrated nociui iial journey, Mahomet was cumiuanded 
by the Deity, say ihc Moslems, to impose fifty prayers 
daily; but with the advice of Moses, after \vards negotiated 
for five. First at noon, second at sunset, third when it is 
80 dark that a white thread cannot be distinguished from a 
black one, fourth at bedtime, and fifth early in the morning. 
Bnt these five are pretty generally reduaed to three^ whidi 
are stricdy attended to in all circumstances and situadons; 
ami no business can excuse their omission. < < 



CUAFTJiK IX. 

CONSTANTINOI'TJ:. ANCIKNT WALLS. WTNE SHOFS. PB- 

RBOTE FEMALl.s. TKAUiO STORY. SUBLIME FORTE. AR- 
MENIAN PATiaAKuU.— >DIVAN<— SULTAJN's KJ08K,^PALACX 
or SWSST WATEBS. ' 

..." muro» BfibyloTiios ant iVI(Miiiu)r)iod tioii Vidi, ncquc qut-iiquani 
audhri qui ipsos vi«ii«*i»tiU Mun ii^^aUi ci Rhodi existimaaUir tnu- 
mtiHumi.'* . Latin TKaaioii or Paoianui. 

JoMs 7Ui«— We yitlted ihe ancient walte of Conitanti- 
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with gay costonies of biiUiant odors. W« pasted the 
Gtpadaa Paaha, teated cress-legged on eriuMm cushions, in 
the stern of a large boat, rowed by sixteen oaie; and shordjr 
afterwardst Achmet Pasha, in a smaller onet which swept 
swiftly past us. The base of the trian^lar ground on 
which Constantinople stands, is ocenpied on the land side 
by a triple range of lofty ruined walls and towers, and a 
broad moat, now turned mto a garden. 

The first wall beyond the moat is much ruined; on the 
inside of it runs a succession of arches, opening on loof^ 
holes, and supporting above them remnants of a paved 
causeway, which runs dose behind the battlements and 
passes throitgh each tower. The second wall is very lofty 
and of great thickness; many of the towers are perfect on 
the outside. 

In various pans may be observed remnants of the ancient 
watercourses which conducted water into the city under the 
foundations of this immense mass of masonry, and which 
now, from the decay of the watercourses, breaking forth in 
several places, serve to fertilise the little gardens that are 
formed in the rich moukl at the bottom of the moat. On 
the walls and from out the towers, grow large trees and 
shrubs, whose leafy branches are tenanted by numerous 
birds that enliven the neighborhood with their sweet song?, 
and aflbrd an agreeable contrast to the gloom and solitude 
of the sombre Turkish burying grounds that cover the 
country on the opposite side. 

Alongside the moat runs an old paved road, and as we 
ascended a slight cmmcncc, the old walls, towers, and ex- 
tensive battlements, covered with ivy and the green braiiehes 
of in n u mcrable trees, presented a grand and most picturesque 
scene of rnins. 

The ancient gateways leading into the town have been 
built up and rendered much smaller by the Turks. Most 
of them have inscriptions in Greek, and some in Latin, but 
80 iiigh up and so illegible from dirt, tliat we did not lake 
the trouble to coj)y them, tliinking it had doubtless been 
already done; over one gale, however, cut in a block of 
marble, was a Latin inscription m which the name of Theo- 
dosius OGCurredt and the following line very plainly written ; 

^ CoQstantiaua ovans bflDC rkbou firma locaviU** 

Inside this gateway the Tuihe- have e oaste u ot e d a smaUer 
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one, formed of marble columns laid horizontally, and resting 
oil two perpendicular columns on either side, tilled in with 
masonry. The columns are small, and covered with a 
beaulilal red paint. A liulu way beyond, we crossed the 
moat by a bridge to another gateway, formed of two large 
blocks of while marble resting upon two side architraves of 
die same materia!, covered wuh die same red paint. Passing 
tlirougli we found our.selves in town. A paved road ran 
cio&e along the walls, and on each side of the gate were 
two immense archways. Retracing our steps and passing 
along the external walls, we observed on the tower on the 
left hand side three Greek inscriptions in viery large charac- 
ters. I am not aware if these different inscriptions have 
b^en copied, but I should think they must have been long 
ago. We observed the names of several of the emperois 
among thism : 

KONSTANTINOT TON nOP«rPOrENHTON* 
BASIL. BOHAKVS* 

Oil ihe inside of the next gatewaf ibeiBg the towB, is a 
Uoek of white marble let into the wail, npoa whieh is sculps 
lured an eagle with outspread wings. Beyond ibis we 
reached the gate Sely?if ia, and branched off. the road to a 
small cemetery where are five Turkish tombstones in a iow» 
the monuments of Ali Pasha of Joanina, his three sons, and 
grandson; and in Turkish is the following inscription : 

Here lies, the head of Ali, of Tepelini, Governor of the 
Sanjak of Joanina, who for fifty years pretdnded to inde- 
pendence in Ronmelia, and those of Monelar Paslia, Ydi 
Pasha, Saelik Pasha, Mehemed Pasha." 

The five heads were purchased at a great price, and in- 
terred here by the Turk who had always transacted Ali 
Pasha's confidential business at Constantinople; an interest* 
ing mark of attachment and respect. 
' We now approached the Seven Towers. In front of the 
meat are some batdements, and behind rise the two square 
marble towers called the Prison of the Ambassadors, from 
these high dignitaries having been at different times confined 
within them by the Porte. Between the towers it an arch- 
way now filled up, and in part^of a modern Turkish watt 
may be seen three marble pUastersiirith capitals of Ike lonie 
onwr supporting a oomiee* 
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Om ft gtii ealled the GMmt GiUe*' is the followiag 
iaeeriptioQ: 

U/EC LOCA THEDDOSIUS DBOMAT 

POST FATA TYRANNl. 

AUREA S.^CL\ GEaiT QUI POETAM 

CONSTRUIT AURO. 

Among ihc iikhiv irnoir. (jccurrences that Imve taken place 
within these state prisons, the most afTecUn^: is ifiat connec- 
ted with lirancovani, Way^o(Je of Wallaciua, who was 
dracrirt'd to them hv command <if Aehmet the Third, and 
eventually condeinncd if) die with fiis \vi(o and four sons. 
Tfie Mufti came and made thein a prolierof pardon on their 
abjuration of the Christian taith, which Branei:)vani and his 
consort rejectmg, tlieir children were belieaded one by one 
before liieir eyes. The fourth and youngrest son, frightened 
at the horror of the scene, exclaimed that he would accept 
the proffered terms, and the execution was stayed for the 
Sultan's pleasure to be known. The Sultan, disdaining a 
conversion that the fear of deatli only had produced, ordered 
the young prince to be executed; then pensiied Brancovani, 
bewailing to the last tlie weakness of his youngest child; 
and lastly, the VVallachian princess herself, having witnessed 
the murder of all her children and her husband, completed 
the horrid tragedy, and was strangled, on her knees, with a 
piece of catgut. 

Just beyond, near the gate of St. Romanns, may be seen 
the shattered towers and walls of the breach which Ma- 
homet li., on the 29ih of May 1453, stormed with his vic- 
torious Janissaries. 

The walls, towers, and the whole fortifications remain 
just as they were immediately after the siege— a strange 
infatuation on the part of the Turks. From a clump of 
cypresses in an adjoining burying ffroun J, we may contem- 
plate these picturesque and interesung ruins, presenting the 
same appearance that they did when the Janissaries clam- 
bered over tliem to the assault, when John Jiisiiniani, 
wounded, retired from their defence, and the brave Emperor 
Palaeologus, arresting him in his flight, exclaimed, "Your 
wound IS slight, the danger is pressing, your presence is 
necessary; and whither will you retire?" — ** I will retire," 
said the irerabiing Genoese, " by the same road which God 
< has opened for the Turks." 
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The heaps of stones and fallen rubbish, on thai fatal 
morning stained with the gore of the noblest Greeks, and 
with the blood of the last Gonstantine, the best and bravest 
of the Byzantine Caesars, are now covered with the hardy 
moss ami the mantling ivy. Whilst seated here indulging 
in the rush of recoUeciions naturally excited by the apot, 
I thought of the beautiful lines in the piay of Constantine 
Palscologus, by Joanna Baillie. 

** Mahomst. What eoonda are these? 
OsMiN* Hast thoa ibrgot ira are lo-iMar the eityt 
It 18 the raurmurinif night sounds of her atieels 

Which tfir sofl breeze wnf^M to mine oar. 

** iMaucmep ( ftKjrrbj). And let me listen toot .1 loTO the sound; 
Like the last w hi.spers of a dying enemy, 
. It opines to my pleased earl ^ {USUfdng,) 
Spent art tfaoH, proud Imperial Queen of Natiom^ 
And thy last accents are upon the wind. 
Thou hast but one voice n)ore to uttur; one 
Loud, frjintic, terrible, arid then art thoQ 
^mongbt liie nalious iiearii no more.'* ■ ' 

The top kapoussi, or cannon-gate, is still pointed out as 
the one which Mahomet passed tiirough in tnumpli on his 
way to the august, but desolate, mansion of tlie great Con- 
stantine, when, according to Gibbon, a melancholy reflection 
forced itself on his mind, and he repeated an elecrant distich 
of Persian Poetry: ** The spider has wove his web in the 
imperial palace; and the owl hath sung her watch-song oa 
the towers of Afrasiah." 

On the towers near the sea of Marmora are the following 
inscriptions : 

"This tower, which the beating of the sea and the vio- 
lence of its waves has thrown down, has been rebuilt from 
its foundations by the pious Emperor Basil." 

♦•Tower of Basil and CousiauUiie, faitiiful emperors in 
Jesus Christ." 

*• Tower of Theophihis and Michael." 
Tower of Manuel, servant in Jesus Christ, re^ 
built," &c. 

Romanus, illustrious emperor of all the east, has re- 
built from its foundations this new und grand lower," 
&c., dice. 

Galata abounds in wine-shops and cafi6s, generally kept 
by Greeks, large rooms floored with Dutch tiles, surrounded 
by a sort of wooden gaUery, upon which matt are plaeed^ 
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where the guests, seated cross-leff^ed, smoke, drink coffee, 
and, if not strict Moslems, rokee and wine. Rut the sreat- 
eet amusement of these places, is the dancins;, performed 
by men and boys, who dance to the sound of the casianetF, 
or men drcsse(! up as women, who perform movements 
which are neillier pleasincf nor deeent, to the sound of a 
species of hiurdy-giu:dy» or twangiug guitar, played with a 
quill. 

Affairs of gallantry with Turkish women are rare, and 

extremely dangerous; and travellers' tales upon this sul)iect 

are either mere fables, arisinir from vanity, or are the result 

of a deception frequently practised at Pera, by a race of 

men well knovfo to those who iiave resided any time ui tiie 

Frank quarier. 

The Armenian Christian women are tf) be disltnoruished 

c 

from the Matiometan females, abroatl, only by the color of 
their slippers, which are red, and a slight difference in the 
eui of tlieir I'eridjees or loose walking cloaks; their in-door 
dress also closely resembles that of Turkish females, and 
likewisii iheir habits, manners, and eusioms, so that to a 
stranger they would always pass oO' as Turkish or iVlosiem 
women. Of these there is no lack, and, in a certain quarter 
of Pera, there are a ^^reat many ladies of cracked reputa- 
tion, who are by no means unwilling to form an acquaintance 
with a stranger, particularly an Englishman with his pock- 
ets well lined witli golden zecchinis. The emissaries and 
employes of these fair creatures, have abundance of roman- 
tic stories to give the traveller high noiions of Ins conquest, 
and solemnly recommend care and secresy. Nor are these 
precautions altogether unnecessary, as if the police detect 
the parties in equivocal situations, or at improper places, 
gladly will they avail themselves of the opportunity of ex- 
acting a fine from the intkJel dogs, or glut dieir hatred with 
a severe bastinado. The offenders being, however, both 
Christians, the offence is merely contra bonos mores: far 
different would be the complexion of the case, if a Moslem . 
womarij or a true believer, of whatever character, had been 
discovered to have compromised herself with an intideldogt 
disregarding the holy precepts of her religion. 

Some lime back, two Atistrian Jews were caug^ht in an 
intrigue with two frail Turkish females; and our host told 
me, both the Austrians were clapped into prison, and the 
women tied up in sacks, and thrown into the Bosphorus, 
The Austrian ambassador, however, iulerfered, aaii sue* 
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eeeded in getting his two fdlow ratjects out of the dutehes 
of the Tarkiah authoritloB only on their paying a very heavy 
fine for their crime against Uie laws of ihe empire. Oar 
Armenian host» who kindly accompanies us in our waUui, 
relates a most tragical story which he STers took place ahout 
thirteen years ago. ' 

A young Greek merchant with whom he was acquainted 
formed an intimacy with the wife of a Turk of some con- 
sequence, who had heen in the habit of buying goods from 
him, and ihe lady was imprudent enough to admit heriover 
into the house when her husband was absent from Constan- 
tinople on some errand in the provinces. 

The Greek paid his visit or vints in the loose feridjee 
or clgak, veil, and common 'OUt'Of-doors attire of a Turkish 
lady. Suspicion, however, appears to have been ex,cited9 
for the Turk returned suddenly, and went straight to his 
harem', without first sending to give notice, as is the cus- 
tom. The Greek in making his escape stabbed the hus- 
band, but not mortally, and the latter sent instant information 
to Achmet Pasha. The Greek was seized in attempting to 
leave Constantinople, and the unfortunate lady was imme- 
diately taken from her home and family by the Pasha's 
slaves. The Sultan was informed of the circumstance, and 
ordered the instant execution of both parties. 

Mine host asserts, that when he heard of the seizure of 
his friend the Greek, urged by his own feelings and the 
prayers of the young man's family, he hastened to see if the 
offer of a heavy ransom, which could be collected among 
the culprit's friends, would procure a mitigation of the capi- 
tal punishment. He was desired to wait and carry back 
the answer to the vile sons of unbelieving mothers" who 
had sent him. After watting some time, he was ordered to 
follow a black slave, and passed through several courts, and 
up a wooden staircase, to a low door, where after some 
-little demur they were 'admitted into a small room, where, 
on a divan in one comer, sat the unfortunate lady sobbing 
and crying, and two black slaves, called mutes, arran^ng a 
piece of catgut. 

My informant says, that he was thrust, aghast with hor^ 
roTf into one comer of the room, and that the unhappy wo* 
man was immediately ordered to seat herself in the middle 
of the door; not complying, however, with the order, and 
resisting those who came up to pull her by force, she was 
beaten upon the neck and Me^ dn^jged into the middle of 
Vol. L— 18 
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ihe roonitand held d§fwu in a thttfig poiiliMH widi her iBgB 
rntnAei her. A black alai« mr note then endeavored Id 
throw a piece of catgttt, fastened to « etick over her head» 
but the girl (for she was not twenty, said mine hoet) la^ 
tet hold of her long h&ir, to prevent the passage of the ML 
noose, and with such desperate firmness that they weie 
obU^ to cut the hair away fh>m her grasp with a kn%. 
Havmg at last adjusted the catgut, the slave ^ve the stic^ 
three or four turns; there was a great noise in her thraet, 
her eye-balls darted from their sockets, and she feH dead on 
the floor.* Oh!" said the Armenian, ** she was bcUn 
bellissima!" The body, he went on to say, was put into a 
sack, aUd carried privately through some gardens to a boat 
on the sea of Marmonu He was ordered to go along with 
it, and with the greatest horror he observed, on reaching the 
boat, the young Greek, for whose deliverance he had come 
to negotiate, quietly seated with his hands tied behind his 
bad(« Without a word being spoken, the whole extraor- 
dinary party were rowed beyond the walls to a nmtSi dsing 
ground, upon wh i r li were a few trees. They disembarked, 
Uie sack was placed on tlio ground, the mouth of it was 
untied, and the Greek, after being indulged with a view of 
his mistress, was hung up by the neck to the opposite tree, 
and the whole was concluded, by both bodies being pitched 
into the sea of Marmora, and the frighted Armenian ordered 
to go back to them that sent him, and take care of himself. 

June rith. — We went with our dragoman to the palaoe 
of the Sublime Porte, in which the whole business of go* 
▼emment is carried- on. We remarked the Bab Humayoon, 
or Sublime Gate, on each side of which is a niche, where 
the heads of state criminals are put; and entering by another 
gateway into a large court, we p«ed the Grand Vizier's 
jialace, and turning up some steps through a doorway, en* 
tered a handsome hall, in which the Cadi Asker and Mn* 
darres, the chief magistrate and principal law officers, were 
assembled administering justice. Here we found a gieat 
bustle, and a crowd of Armenians waiting to see their new 
patriarch. The old patriarch had died a short time pre* 
vious, and the Grand Vister, in the council chamber, was 
then about to mstal another. We saw him ushered in; a 
man dressed as a common Armenian priest, in his sqnaie 

• 
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hat and black veU^ accompaBied by several other priests and 
attendants. 

The crowd which pressed round the (Mkig doonsi as he. 
passed through were baitered over their heaids by a fierce 
charaelier wi3i a long while wand. The simple priest 
flliortly letnmed metamorpthoeed into a patriarcli» and paced 
ibe hall with stately mien, enveloped in splendid robes, inlh 
a glittering golden ornament on his ehesL He mounted mt 
horseback, and with a long procesdoa traYersed the nanow 
stveelSf amid crowds of Armemane oolleeAed irofti all quar- 
tank 

The most, interesting room ia this palaee is a handsome 
apartmenl in whieh the Dira holds.its sittings, and where 
is to be seen the little lattice, or grated window, constructed 
by Soliman the Firsts for the purpose of sednff and lieteii* 
ing unseen to the proceedings of that body. From thence 
the Sultans have been known to interfere by their authority 
in the deliberations of the assembly* One instance is men- 
tioned of a Tunis pirate having ofibred to destroy the Ve- 
netian fleet, and the members of the Divan hesitating, the 
Sultan, Mustapha the Second, opened the lattice and com- 
manded the ofier to be accepted. In this room the £mim 
ambaaaariora formerk had their audience of theSnltant who 
from his lattice could see, but not be seen* 

The Seraglio, of which this forms a portion, has nine 
gates, two of which«re handsome. 

We rowed in a boat past the Kiosks of the Snltan in the 
Seraglio gardens, close to the edge of' t6e water, called the 
Pearl and Marble Pavilions. A little, below, there is a 
landing place and a gateway leading into the Seraglio, over 
which are suspended acme large bones in chains, said by 
the Turks to be those of a giant. Near to this ie the Sid- 
tan'a favorite Kiosk, where he sometimes gives audiences in 
state to his ministers, and in front of it games and fireworks 
are occasionally exhibited. 

Sunday, 14th.~Took a boat to row to the valley of the 
Sweet Waters, a favorite resort of Franks, Greeks, and 
Turks on this day. As we rowed up the ** Golden Horn," 
the crowds of elegant boats, the vast variety of costume, 
and the brilliancy of colors were far Cfuperior to any thing 
we had yet seen. The large caps, turbans, or long white 
veils, scarlet and dark green cloaks of the women, the zed 
caps and bkie tassels, embroidered jackets, and flowing robes ' 
of the men, all in ewift motion, now commingled and new 
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separated; the shouts and cries of the boatmen, the bril- 
liancy of the weather, and the crowds of shipping, pre- 
sented a novel, most stirring, and lively scene. We pro- 
ceeded to the top of the harbor, and disembarked on some 
meadows on the banks of the Lycus. After walking a 
little distance along the valley, we came to the palace and 
pleasure grounds of the Sulian, planted with avenues of 
trees, through whirli runs a can:il. 

Here the scene was very animated — some were eating 
under Uie trees, some ainusmg ihemsclvrs with dancers and 
guitar players, while tlie walks were promenaded by strings 
of female?, Turks, (i reeks, and Franks, prescntinj^ the 
greatest variety of costume. This is a very favonie resort 
of the Franks nnd Greeks, who have pic-nic parties and 
various entertainments in &ne weather* 



CHAPTER X. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. SULTAN AND HAREM. — LADIES OF THE 

H AREM. SCUTARI. HOWLING DERVISHES. NEW PALACE. 

LIBRARIES. sultan's JPOWER. 

. ■ " numberlesB 

Barkg, manned with revellen in their beat garbs^ 

Shot alon; the glancing^ tide: there were 

The long arrnv, the rlaplTinjr music, 

And the thuaderiog of lar artillery* Wxenkr. 

June 15th. — We were fortunate enough to be on the 
Bosphorus at the very moment when the Sultan was pass- 
ing unexpectedly with his court and seraglio from the win- 
ter to the summer palace above Scutari. A salute from 
the batteries, and the manning the yards of all the men-of- 
war, announced his approach. First came in a line seven 
beautiful boats, of ten oars each, containing; the favorite la- 
dies with ilieir female slaves. They had white veils thrown 
over their heads, and parasols held above them. Our boat- 
men, who bad rowed as near as possible to the procession, 
were frigluejied and wanted to move farther off; at this in- 
stant a small boat dashed down towards us, and a Turk, in 
a voice of thunder, ordered us to retire. The principal 
wife was coming along in the last boat; a white veil fell over 
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herbead and shouldem, and a red parasol, held by four female 
slaves facing her, defended her from the bud — two boats, 
filled with female slaves and.attendant8» elosed the feminine 
part of the procession. About a minute afterwards, two 
light boats, cleaving switty through the water, ordered the 
different caiques to clear away, and now appmed another 
boat, in which-sat the Selietar Aga, or royal sword-bearer, 
followed by an elegant barge burnished with gold, and pulled 
by twentU'Six rmoera^ under a canopy at the slern of which 
sat the Sultan, surrounded by some officers of his court, 
and the helm was held by the Bostangee Bashee, 

The style of pulling of the rowers wbb curious; they all 
got up simultaneously on a bar running behind each seat, 
and then fell back on their seats, dragging the oar through 
the water with the whole weight of their bodies. It has 
an awkward appearance, but seems to propel the boat with 
great velocity. Most of the large boats we saw appeared 
to be rowed in this manner. We had no opportunity of 
judging of the features of the ladies during this procession, 
as we were loo far distant from them; but their veils would 
not h ive allbrded much obstruction to the sight; they were 
very ciiOerent from those worn by the Turkish women, ap- 
pearijiir like the thin muslin veils of Europe; they. were 
thrown over both head and shoulders. 

It is said that the Sultan has 200 concubines; the favorite 
is re[)orted to be an exceedingly beautiful Greek girl, 
bought when a child, and educated in the harem. The la- 
dies of the harem wait upon one another in rotation; they 
tilcep in separate npartments, and women slaves are ap- 
pointed to watch tlicir conduct. 

The Sultanas are tlie sisters and ilaughters of the Sultan, , 
neither his wives nor cunciibincs arc ever allowed to assume 
thai title, it being appropriated exclusively to the imperial 
blood. 

We rowed across the water to Scutari, about four miles 
from Constantinople, for the purpose of sccincr the famous 
howling dervishes. We passed through a court into the 
college, and, after waitincr soiue time for the hour of the 
periormance, were ushered mto a hall, wliere were a con- 
siderable crowd of persons, and t^ome oild dirty figures 
seated on the floor, continunllv .shouting, Fallah illah! — 
ycdlah illah!^^ jumping and loaming at the month. A per- 
son who appeared the superior of the party, every now and 

then recited pcayers, aiki which, ihe most horrible howl« 

13* 
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ings and grimaoes recomtneneed, so as to frighten some 
women who were behind a latdce-work into hysterics^ 
Then all sorts of eonjaring tricks were performed, running 
of needles through their cheeks, throat, aqd different part» 
of their bodies, £awmg them ont again, the licking of pieces 
of red-hot iron, and putting them between their teedi, the 
swallowing of burning charcoal, and the drawing of 
swords across their stomachs, which appear to bury them- 
selves in the flesh-^l this accompanied with terrific shouts, 
yells, and grimaces-^it was a perfect bedlam. 

There is at Scutari an immense cemetery, the favorite 
burying ground of the Turks, who cause their bodies to be 
transported from Oonslantino^e hither. It is said, from a 
prophecy of imprcission among them, that the, Christians 
will drive them out of Europe, but probably from a feeling 
that Europe is a (Christian country, and Asia purely Maho- 
metan. From a hill above these waving forests of gloomy 
cypresses, is a magnificent view of Constantinople. The 
harbor, Pera, and Galata, rising beyond the waters of the 
Bosphorus. The great and increasing size of these ceme- 
teries is owing to Sie natural and very proper repugnance 
of the Turks to disturb the soil where a person has been 
,once buried. They always seek for a new and virgin spot, 
and would be horrified at the sight of the bones and skuUe 
dog up in our churchyards by the grave-diggers to make 
room for fresh corpses. At Scutari, a dome, supported by 
eight pillars, is pointed out as the tomb of Sultan Mah- 
moud's horse! 

Scutari is of itself a large town, and in the environs, and 
along the banks of the Bosphorus, are numerous country 
houses, delightful in the hot weather. 

Close to the edge of the Bosphorus, is the new and mag- 
nificent palace of the Sultan, which has a most i|nposing 
appearance, from the vast extent of its front, and the great 
number of its windows. On a near approach, however, it 
is found to be built of wood, and consequently loses vastly 
in bur.estimation. If is, however, very striking; the situa- 
' tion is fine, and bold eminences covered with trees, rise im- 
mediately behind it. The banks of the Bosphorus are beau- 
tiful, being lined with a continued range of picturesque 
buildings. 

The most prominent and imposing building at Scutari, is 
the barrack erected by the present Sultan. 
The current setting out of the Bosphorus from the Black 
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Sea, was so strong on our relLini, that we had the greatest 
difficulty to prevent ourselves from being carried down into 
the sea of Marmora. How grancl is this expanse of water! 
surrouiided by die three cities, with their domes, cypresses, 
and tall marble minarets rising on all sides. 

There are several libraries founded by Sultans, Pashas, 
Effendis, and Mollahs in Constantinople. The one founded 
by Raghib Pasha, Vizier of Mustapha the Third, has the 
following inscription over the entrance: *• Honor and glory 
to God, submission to the will of God, and in hope of 
pleasing him, Mebemet, Grand Vizier, sumampd Raghib, or 
the stualotiSy has founded this estabUshment, in the year of 
theHegira 1170." 

The blind obedience and submission to the will of the 
Sultan, is founded in fanaticism. The successor of Msp 
hornet, the apostle of God, receives his authority, in the 
estimatioir of the Turks, by diyine right; resistance is im- 
piety, and ties of kindred, friendship, and gratitude, must 
give way before it-^-one thing excepted, the Sultan cannot 
compel them to act contrary to- the express command of the 
Koran. 

The European despotic monarchs,80 styled, are restraiiied 
in ibe exercise of their power to a great extent by public 
'opinion, and the detestation which gross acts of oppression 
and injustice w6M excite in the other freer neighboring 
states; their subjects are more educated, and might combine 
with effect There is a class of nobility, persons of some 
influence, and commoners of large property; but here, all 
are upon the same common level, all slaves together. 

Doubly true, in the East, is the remark that a courtier's 
bed is a bed of thorns; his position must indeed be a con- 
stant source of uneasiness; he approaches his master with 
the cringing submission of a slave, and 'trembles at the 
slightest expression of ill-humor; the superior success of 
some rival, or the dislike of some favorite woman, may pro- 
duce his instant destnictioA. Men rise to-day, and faU to- 
morrow. 

The present Gapudan Pasha, or High Admiral, was, I 
am -told, a cook in the Sultan's kitchen, and one of the« 
common watermen of the harbor was raised, a short time 
back, to a very important post under the government. 

June 16th. — We left Constantinople an hour before sun- 
rise, on horseback, to visit Belgrade and the shores of the 
Black Sea, 

« 
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We met ciowds of donkejs and moke comlikg in from 
the country with greens and ihiit» and were eome time ere 
we escaped from t!ie narrow streets of Pern into the open 
country beyond. We were not sorry to leave the town« as 
some cases of plague had been re[K>rted the day before. 

As we reached the summit of the hills behind Peia» the 
sun rose above the blue peaks of the Asiatic mountains, and 
lit up one of the most goi<geous landscapes in nature* In 
Uie distance below, were seen the cypress groves, domes, 
' and marble minarets of Constantinople, the gilded crescents 
glittering in the sun-beams; the broad expanse of the sea 
of Marmora, studded here and there with a milk-white cot* 
ton sail, taking advantage of the first sluggish breeze; the 
bold sweeping coast of Asia; Scutari, with its groves and 
minarets; and away over the waters, the waving blue out- 
' lines of the Prince's islands, and behind them in the dis- 
tance, but appearing wonderfully near from the clearness of 
the atmosphere, the snowy range of mount Olympus. 

We crossed a succession of steep hil|^ and downs nnin* 
dosed and uncultivated, whose solitude and desertedness are 
f trange in the immediate neighborhood of so large a capital, 
Uaversed a beautiful and fertile valley bordered by lofty hills 
covered with grass and brushwood, and rested the horses at 
a fountain. We then rode amid beautiful wood scenery to 
the aqueduct, said to have been built by Theodosius or Va- 
lens, a stupendous structure, 440 feet long and 117 feet high, 
which carries the water across a valley; amid the woods are 
large reservoirs, forming beautiful little lakes overshadowed 
by trees, and constructed to afibrd a constant supply of water 
to the aqueduct. 

The Utile miserable village of Belgrade is embowered in 
woods; and after returning there, we rode to the aqueducts 
constructed by one of the Sultans. There are three arti- 
ficial lakes which supply water. The waving woods, the 
solitiuJe of. the situation, the shade of the trees, nnd the 
singing of the birds, present many charms to Uie h)ver of 
nature. The water is carried by a subterranean dram, imed 
with cement, along the sides of the hiUsi and over the val- 
leys by arches, twelve miles to Pera. 

We rode to Boyookdere, and from the arches of the 
aqueduct crossinjr the valley, enjoyed a most lovely view 
of the deep blue waters of the Bosphorus, and of the Asiatic 
mountains. Steep hills rose behind Boyookdere, covered 
with waving groves and dark cypresses. The viUagey how-. 
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ever, lost much in our esUmatlon on entering it, and a(Wr 
escaping from a peck of does, which pursned lis with load 
barking, we took a boat and sailed up the Boaphonis, with 
a fine breeze, that carried us merrily against the strong cur- 
rent What lovely scenery, and what rich wied shores ! 
The houses, dthough of wood, being painted and oma- 
mented, have a picturesque appearance, and the gardens 
attached to them are beautiful. The hiUs rise immeidiately 
behind, covered with trees, and the orange and the citron 
display their golden fruit anrid the branches of the plane, 
the lime, tibe pomegranate, and the walnut. The shores 
sweeping round form a majestic lake, and are covered with 
buildings and gardens. 

The villages of Boyookdere and Thmpiah are the fa* 
vored resort of the ministers and inhabitants of the Frauk 
quarter, who escape hither in the summer fiom the hot and 
^confined air of the town, to enjoy the cold north breezes 
that constantly blow down the straits from the Black Sea. 
Boating excursions are made upon the water, ai\d picrnic 
parties on summer evenings and moonlight nights on the 
wooded shores. The Turlush ministers and Effendis pos- 
sess country houses, and a continued range of buildings ex- 
tends along the Bosphorus perhaps for two miles. 

As we advanced, the lofty hills covered with trees, the 
white houses, and forts lining the shore, the light caiques 
and numerous vessels in full sail, presented a lively and 
lovely scene. We shortly came in sight of the vast ex- 
panse of the Black Sea, and the shores on either hand be- 
came more rugged and precipitous, ending in abrupt clifis 
and rocky headlands. The view of the Black Sea on 
arriving at the entrance of the straits, is very striking; the 
shores, instead oft gradually receding, sweep off at once on 
either hand at right angles, and present you with a vast and 
sudden expanse of dark waters that have a very grand ap- 
pearance. 

We landed, and ascended some of the highest points on 
the neighboring shores, and enjoyed striking views of the 

mountainous coasts of Europe and Asia — the winding blue 
waters of the Bospliorus, like a majestic river, dividing the 
one from the other — and the far distant peaks of the moun- 
tains of Anatolia. 

On arri\ ins; again at Constantinople, we heard that there 
had been some cases of plague, which determined us to 
hasten our departure. We paid a visit to the turning or 
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dancing denrkhet in Galatn, whe mi etrttin occiaioiis as- 
miUe together, and twkt found to the sound of a iiiiuical 
iietrument; with their arms extended, and their long pctti« 
oottB loaded with weights whudiog in the air, they follow 
one another round the room m a circle, and turn with aneh 
npidity that their features are andistingiiishable. 

Some more cases of plague have been reported; the dia- 
eaao ia aaid to be always Unking about ia aome of the low 
quarten of the town, and when the warm weather seta ioy 
craapiDg ont it manifests itself 'in other parts, according to 
the season, with more or leaa eererity. No notice ia tidLoa 
of it, and little precaation ia na^ by the Fraaka, until save* 
ral cases occur daily, or human bodies arc seen floating 
down the harbor, when they immediately shut themaelvea 
uf in their houses, or go out with a long atiek to keep peo- 
ple from touching them* 

The weather haa now aet in fine, the sky is without a 
doud, but the temperature, except during the middle of the 
day, is not disagreeable* Constantiuopie ia generally kept 
oool by dMmorSi bieesea that flow down from the Black 
Sea. 

The ridea of an evening orer the hills to the north, pre- 
sent lovely viawB of the city and suburbs. Long shall I 
remember the sunseta from thoae heights; the quiet of the 
acene, the calm blue waters, the goig^oms city, with its 
swelling domes and glittering cieacents, and the soft atill- 
neaa and solitude so near a vaat eapital. No bustling car- 
liagea (nt dusty roads are seen; here and there only a sc^ 
taiy camel with his load^ or a few jackasses toiling along 
the rugged path. Nor ia the scene much less lovely, whil^ 
cleaving the swift waters of the Boephorus, inhaling the 
light breeae that trembles upon the surface of tlie water, 
and passing rapidly the picturesque buildings, gardena, 
houses, and groves that line its banka. 

Every one in the streets, after nine o'clock at night, is 
obliged to carry about a light; the richer people have ser- 
vants before tliem, with a large lantern, and the others have 
small paper lanterns, to prevent their being taken up by the 
police. 

We visited the Mahmoud Bey, the flag-ship in the port, 
mounting 130 brass guns, a fine ship to look at outside, but 
her internal appearance was very unfavorable when com- 
mred with our own men-o^war. There are a number of 
Gieeka on board, whn are in general the only persona able 
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to numage the ship, and but a my small iiortioa of the 
Tsrtew know how to steer by the compass*— bow they can 
navigate at all is astonishio^. ' They never, however, go 
out of the Mediterranean, and aie seldom long out of sight 
of landi and can thefefore never get vety far wrong, but 
their roundabout Toyages take double and treble the time a 
vessel properly managed would require. On arriving on 
board we asked of some common looking Turks for one of 
the officers; the reply was, ** We are all officers!" They 
looked more like tailors and shoemakers. Most of the ad- 
mirals and captains have been pipe-fillers, cofiee-bearers, 
scullions, or pages of the Sultan, and have never been On 
board ship until advanced to their rank by his caprice. 

A new frigate has just been launched, built by an Ameri- 
can, a very fine vessel. There was a ^rand ceremony on 
the occasion, and ilic Sultan was present. 

The discontmnaiice of the turban and the fine flowing 
Turkish dress among the attaches of the court, and those 
immediately employed by the Sultan, in compliance with 
his order, is much to be lamented. The present dress of 
a scarlet cap, jncket, and full loose trousers is very uo^ly. 
It was necessary, perhaps, to adopt a more convenient 
clothing for the soldiers, but something national and pic- 
turesque surely might have been hit upon. The turban, at 
all events, so handsome and so much venerated by the Turks, 
should have been preserved. The much vaunted reforms 
and reg^ulations of the Sultan since the destruction of the ' 
Janissaries have been mere alterations in chddish and trifling 
particulars, and conducted contrary to every sound maxim 
of policy and discretion. He has wounded the prejudices 
and fanaticism of the Turks, and done much to destroy 
their haughty pride rnd nationality, by introducing Frank 
dresses and Frank customs, so hated by the Moslems; whilst 
the bad administration of justice, the exactions of governors, 
and the insecurity of property, continue the same as ever. 
The Sultan is diminishing his influence over the minds of 
his subjects, who think him half a Frank. He has lost theur 
confidence, and it would be difficult for him to rouse their 
old enthusiasm, and induce them to rally round th&standard 
of Mahomet as of old. 

If he had abolisiied the numerous monopolies on the sale 
of articles of export, the vicious system of farming the reve- 
nue, stopped the extortions of the pashas, reduced the ex- 
penditure of the government, introduced a £xed system of 
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taxsUion, and given incitements to industry by teaching the 
people to feel that they were secure of reaping tlie enjoy- 
ment of the hard-earned reward of their labors, it would 
haye tended far more to ihc increase of his power and the 
consolidation of his nuiliority, than changing scarlet cloaks 
into bluejackets, and turban? into caps. 

The bomb-foundenes, cannon-founderies, nnd arsenals 
constructed along the quays of ("'on^iJititiuople, and the nu- 
meroiiB large barracks erected in dilierent parts by the Sul- 
tan, may impose upon and astonish the eye of the stranger 
who knows not their interior management and condition, 
and may appear evidences of increasinfr prosperity; but > 
tliese metropolitan displays are poorly set off against im- 
poverished provinces, deteriorated property, dunnushed 
population, and increased inability on tiie part of ilie peo- 
ple to I oilect the sums of money which are yearly wrung 
from them to support these very establishments, and the in- 
creased military and naval expenses of the country. 

Where the goverinneni is purely despotic, and the mo- 
narch can at will dip his liands m the puckcls of Jiis suli- 
jects, a temporary increase or diminution of revenue is no cri- 
terion ui prosperity; and if, with that increase of the revenue, 
people in the provinces become poorer, if property is dete- 
riorated in value, if populaiioii decreases, and laud is thrown 
out of culnvaLion, it is a sure sign, that the monarch, like a 
spendtiinii, is goiiig beyond his income, is eating up his 
principal, wasting the capital of his subjects, which would 
otherwise be employed to produce more, and is gradually 
reducing them and the wliole country to a state of bank- 
niptcy and beggary — ^such is the state of Turkey. Spots 
here and there, commercial ports, and enterprising places 
where the hand of oppression and exaction may lie less 
heavily for the moment, may contradict tliis u]nnion; but 
the stale of the provinces, the condition of the people in the 
aggregate, as we get farther through the country, will, I 
think, support tlie truth of the picture. 

June 18th.— We teiok a boat early in tlie morning, and 
again sailed over tlie dark blue waters of the 15ospliorus to- 
wards the Euxiue. The sun rose with great splendor be- 
hind the Asiatic mountains, and some vessels in full sail, 
propelled by a powerful westerly breeze, breasted the swift 
current between the shores of Europe and Asia. " The 
winding channel through which the waters of the Euxine 
flow with a rapid and incessant course towards the Medi- 
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tmaaeaBt mehred the appellation Bosphorus, a name 
not less celebrated in the history than in the fable of anti- 
qotty. A crowd of teinplee and votive altars profusely 
scattered along its steep and wooded banks, attested the un* 
•kiUttlnesSy the terrors, and the devotion of the Greek navi- 
gators, #ho, after the example of the Argonauts, explored . 
the dangers of the inhospitable £uzine. On these banks, 
liadition long preserved the memory of the palace of Phi* 
new infested by the obscene harpies, and of the sylvan 
reign of Amycus, who defied the son of Leda to the com* 
bat of the Centanrs,'** 

The Cyanean rocks, which, according to the description 
of the poets, once floated on the waters, now rear their 
craggy masses at the end of the straits, affording en im- 
. moveable barrier against the surging waves of the Black 
Sea; and the castles of Europe and Asia, whose batteries 
overlook the water from either continent, are said to occupy 
the sites of the jancient temples of Jupiter and of Se- 
rapis. ' ■ ' 

How delightful in the warm fine weather are the different 
excursions by water that can be made from Constantinople 
—along the harbor of the Golden Horn to the mouth of the 
Lycus — along the shores of thePropontis — or over the swift 
current of the Bosphorus between the windinor and varied 
coasts of Europe and Asia. Just above Scutari are still to 
be seen the old Greek castles which once defended the nar- 
rowest part of the straits; they have been repaired and 
partly reconstructed by some of the Ottoman monarchs, and 
still overlook tlie narrow passage where Xerxes is supposed 
to have transported his army across his bridge of boats into 
Europe. ' 

What a noble situation is thiat of Constantinople for the 
capital of a great empire, and how misplaced are all its ad- 
vantages in the hands of the besotted Turks! ** Constanti* 
npple," says the Greek orator Manuel Chrysoloras, in a 
letter to the Emperor John Palajologus, ** is situated on a 
commanding point between Europe and Asia, between the 
Archipelago and the Euxine. By her interposition, tiie two 
seas and the two" continents are united for the common benefit 
of nations; and the gates of commerce may be shut or 
opened at her command. The harbor, eneompassed on all 

* Gibbon, ' - > 

Vox. L— 14 
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sides by the sea and the oomiaei^, ia the mosteacuie ml 
capacious in ilie world."* 

Constantinople in the hands of the Turks has never pos- 
sessed the riches, the wealth, and xhe, magnificence that it 
boasted under the Byzantine Caesars. The pestilential 
breath of the Turkisli government, everywhere by degrees 
has dried up the stream of commerce, and has everywhere 

Gradually sapped and undermined the sources of industry. 
Ifiemiuate, spiridess, and luxurious as were the corrupt 
subjects of the Eastern empire at the period of its downfall, 
yet there was even at that time more generally diffused 
prosperity, greater population, mere wealth, and more capital 
in the country than there ever has been under Turkish mis- 
rule. *• Whatever rude commodities were collected in the 
forests of Germany and Scythia, as far as the sources of the 
Tanais and the Borysthenes, whatsoever was manufactured 
by the skill of Europe or Asia, the corn of Egypt, and the 
gems and spices of ihe fartliesl India, were brought by the 
varying winds into the port of Constantinople, which fqr 
many ages attracted the commerce of the world."! 

Benjamin of Tudela, who visited Constantinople two 
centuries and a half before 115 capture by the Turks, expa- 
tiates with rapture on its lofty towers and precious maga- 
zines of silk, purple, and gold; " twenty thousand pieces 
of gold," says he, the product of the tax on shops, mar- 
kets, and taverns, on the merchants of Persia, Egypt, Rus- 
sia, of Hungary, of Italy, and of Spain, are eacii day paid 
into the imperial coffers."! ^ 

The emperor Basil possessed a hoarded treasure of two 
hundred thousand talents of gold in the subterranean vaults 
of Ins palace.§ The coasts and Islands of Asia and Eu- 
rope were covered with the magnificent villas of the princes 
of Constantinople; but instead of the modest art which 
secretly strives to bide itself, and to decorate the scenery 4)f 
nature, the marble structures of their gardens, served onl^ 
to expose the riches of ihek lord and the labors of the 
architect."!! , 

• 

*TOT AomrTATor ifiwoYiiA xpirzoAnroT sniiroAH nrox 

TOH IfiAHNtQi BA21ABA 8K H SltTKPUa THX lUAAIAZ KAI NEAl 

KiMHi. Paris, 1655. 

t Gibbon. 

t Voyage de Benjamin de Tudt^le^Baratier. — Fuis, 
^ Zonaras, tom. ii* lib. 16. p. 
' U Gibbon. ... ^ - 
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imperiid palace df the ^^adiie Cssars, which 
oectipied the site of <he present Seraglio, enlarffed and en* 
licfaiBd by the toil and treasure of ages* excited the lavish 
admiration of Eastern writers, and was thought even more 
wonderful than the Pyramids of Egypt,* and in the tenth 
century, is celebraled by Latin writers m its beanty and its 
strength.t ' ' 

The rich Greek nobles, says Benjamin of Tadela, when 
they passed through the streets clothed in silks and gerns^ 
were taken by the children for kings4 and all the dtfTerent 
Greek and Latin writers of the period speak in tertn^ of ad* 
miration of the wealth and luxury of the great metropolis. 

The historian {ficetas, of Cons, in Phrygia, who beheld 
the capture and pillage of Gonstanttnbple by the Latins in 
Iddl, gives an elaborate description of the wmdth and splen- 
dor of the cit^ at that period, and a long enumeration of vap 
rioiis celebrated statues which adorned the capital and were 
mutilated and destroyed by the conquerors. The amount 
of wealth and beauty which is described to have fallen into 
their hands by the writers of the period, shows that the 
wealth of Constantinople must have, been immense. Ac^- 
GOrdlng to Villehardouin, it was so enormous, that the ' 
Venetians offered to purchase the whole booty of the Latin 
conquerors at the price of four hundred marks to each 
knight, two hundred to each priest and horseman, and one 
hundred to each foot soldier 1 and remarks^ that since the 
♦ creation "nc /w^ tant gaaignie dans un viUe,*^ In the 
account of the exploits of Baldwin, the amount is stated to 
be so great that it was thought the Latins would not be able 
to possess themselves of the whole.§ We have an account 
of silks, velvets, furs, gems, spices, and precious moveables, 
collected together into one common stock, and deposited in 
• three churches, in order that an equable distribution might 
be made to the different plunderers according to their rank 
and merit. Three fires nnriihilaied a vast portion of the 
buildings and riches of the city ; treasure wns wasted in 
gaming, debauchery and riot. The Grecian nobles were 

• Antholo-. Gr:rr. lib. iv. p. 488. " - * * 

t ConetantLuupoiitaxium i^alatium nqn pulduritudine solum, verum 

etiamfortitudiiieoiiiiiibiiaqiiaa ui^uamfideiramiiiaiiiUoiiibiispnMtat. 

— Liutbrand, Hist hh» e* 9. 
t In equis vacd refufli filiii Yidentiir pemnuks^Lakiii tiaas- 

laiion. 

i Ut tantom tota poa yideator ponidece Latimtas.** 



Digitized by Google 



robbed of their plate and jewels, the chtirphe« were de* 
spoiled, and the precious stones, the gold fringe, and orna- 
ments of the altars were harteied awaj for a vik piaoe and 

momentary gratification. 

Two hundred and forty-nine years after this sad event the « 
city fell into the hands of the Turks, and just previous to 
that melancholy period we have a curious and interesting 
account of buildings, palaces, cliiirclics, baths, cisterns, 
crosses, statues, rehcs, (tc, ^-c, that Consianlinople even • 
then contained, notwithstanding all its calamities, written by 
Geo. Codinu^, the steward of ilie imperial household, who 
was cotemporary with the last of the Greek emperors, and 
witnessed the taking of Constantinople by the Turks. 
Among his long list are to be distinguished the churches 
of St. Anastatius, St. Irene, Si, Procopius, St. t) amanusy 
St. John, St. Lazarus, St. Theodore, St George, St. Helena, 
St. Hecla, St. Michael Archangel, St. Anne, St. Paul, St. 
Artemius, St. Elias, St. Julian, St. Esaias, St. Euphrosyne, 
St. Gregory, St. Trypho, St. Diomed, St. -^milian, St. 
Panieieemon, St. Carpos, St. Acaciue, St. Romanus, St. 
Isidore, St. Tryphon, the great church of BIachern?e, the 
beautiful church of tlie Resurrection built by Marcian, the 
church of the Holy Apostles, covered with a wooden roof, 
built by Constantine and Helena, the church of the Resur- 
rection, the church of Pelamidas, in which was a beautiful 
marble statue, placed there by the emperor Leo the philoso- 
pher, tlie churches of St. Thomas, St. Tarasius, St. Babyia^ 
St. Andromachus, St. Faulinus, St. Deiporos, called Cara- 
biizis, and a hundred and fifty others besides; the monasteries , 
of Martiuax, Studius, &c., (fee; the hospital of Sampson, 
the hospital of Ph ocas for orj)hans and mutilated old men, 
<Sic., the palaces of Boukaieon, of the Hippodrome, 
of Bryas, of Tiberius, Mauricius, Dam alius, Eleutherianus, 
&c., &c.; the houses of Florentius, Callistratus, &c., ike; 
cisterns, baths, &c., &c.; statues, crosses, basilica, ^ <kc., &c. 

At the period of the downfall of the Greek empire there 
must have been a large, indubLnous, and productive class, to 
have produced the riches we see enumerated, and to have 
ministered to the wealth and luxury of the Byzamine nobles 
aad wealthy benators. The miiilaiy ardor of the people 

•raOPnOT TOY KOAINOr HAPEKBOAAI EK T\n BIRAOT TOT 
XPONIKOT nm TON nATPIAN TUS KONITANTINOYnOAEilZ. 
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had melted awi^. They ' weie vendend eiAiiilinle hf 
lumy tod enjoy mentr and na longer poaamed the ooonge 
and energy rec^uiaile to defend liMmaelfea ffom tbe rarkma 
wailike hordea that amronaided Ihmf fiontier, and i«|pttded 
the advantageajthey poa^eaa^ and tfaie fiches they entfoyed 
with ooyetona and ewnwA eyea; ksy insoient popn- 
laee waa aapported by the com ioiported from Egypt, and 
the expenditure of ihe rich and hizunona classes nourished, 
only an e.fieminate and degenerate population in ministering 
tottheir pampered luxury; but during all thia period up to 
the laat moment of the' reign of the - emperors over the 
difieaent portkma and ptorincea of the empife« the popolaF 
tlon^appeaca to have heen more numerooa» the country more . 
piofiperous, and there , waa a^^reater quantity of capital and 
wealth in the profineae tban'over haa exiatisd ttnder Tockiah 
rule. 

The empevois lamented the decay of archery aa the cause 
of the public misfortunes; they deplored the eowaidi^ of the 
Greeks and the dedine of military ardor as they sueceaaively 
felt the sharpneaa ci^ibe Scythian and Arabian arrows. 

The Greeka were aunk in their own esteem and. that of 
their -neighbora. : A>odid hand and a loqaacibaa-tongne waa 
the vulgar description of the nation*"* 

The temble downfdl of these people will aerre to wnmi 
nations and gownments that there is always great danffer 
of the d^cay of martial spirit and military strength keepmg 
pace with the increase of wealth and tbe tnroads of luxury* 
As a nation becomes rich and prosperous, so onght its mili- ^ 
tary strength to be wisely cared for and more vigilantly 
attended to as the only means of protecting itself from the 
robbery and spoliation of poorer and more warlike tribes, 
who are ready and. eager to aetae the pray whioh invitee 
their possession. 

Sadly indeed were the Greeks sunk in cowardice, effemi- 
nacy, and meanness, previous to the last sieo^e of Constan- 
tinople, and little did they deserve to retain the kixuries they 
possessed, ;uid the wealth they had acquired. " A plebeian 
crowd and some Byzantine nobles basely withdrew irom the 
danger of iheir country; and the avariee of the rich denied 
the Kinpercjr, and reserved for ihe Turks the secret treasures 
which might have laised in their defence whole armies of 
mecoeoanea. •«.•«• The riehes of the Greeks were dis* 

•Gibbon. 
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played in the idle oalMiUilMmof palaces -and wardrobes, or 
deeply buried in treasures of ingots and gold coin, lest it 
should be demanded at their hands for the defence of their 
eountry."* After the fall of Constantinople, and the death 
of the k»t Constantine, Luctis Notarus, great duke and first 
jninistaff of the empire, the most important prisoner, offered 
liis person and his treasures at the foot of the throne. And 
why," said the indignant Sultan— " why did you not employ 
these treasures in the defence of your prince and country?^' 
They were yours," answered the slave; "God had re- 
served them for your hands." *' If then he reserved tliein 
lor me," replied the despot, " how have you presumed to 
withhold them so long by a fruitless and fatal resisiance ?"t 
The Turks were a band of military plunderers, bold, war- 
like, and active; they seized the fair provinces ot Uie Byzan- 
tine empire, and maintained them by the power of liic sword; 
they desecrated the ahnrs of ChristiaDity, destroyed the 
churches, or appropriated them to their own worship. They 
mixed not witli tfie inhabitants of the conquered provinces, 
but oppressed them in a most rigorous and tyrannical man- 
ner. They may be considered in the light of miiitary colo- 
nists, garnsoninsf the different fortresses, and living upon the 
industry of tlie people. They preyed upon the wealth of 
the country, g^ratlually exhausted its capital, undermined all 
industry, and destroyed every motive to improvement by 
rigorous exactions of money. Ignorant, besotted, and 
wrapped up in their own self-suflieiency, the Turks have 
thoufi^ht only of their present gralihcation, and the future has 
bv ill em always been left to fate. While all Europe around 
them has been advancing in civilisation, and emerging from 
a state of barbarism, they alone have not only remained 
stationary, but have been goin? constantly backward at a 
sure and steady pace; year after year, like wasteful spend- 
thrifts, they have been wasting away the capital that existed 
in the country when they came into possession of it; year 
after year they have caused population to diminish; and year 
after year have destroyed habits of industry, and every 
motive to exertion, by their unprincipled and oppressive 
measures towards the ])roductive classes. The history of 
their rule in Europe and in Asia, presents a melancholy 
catalogue of robbery and phmder, confiscation and oppres- 
Mont ^d they hare at last reduced some of the faurest 

•GiblMNu taibboo. 
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provinces of the world to a more tlepopnlated and im- 
poverished stale than we have an/ record of since their 
existence ia the page of history. . 

** Constantinople could not be despoiled of the incom- 
parable situation which marks her for the metropolis of a 
great empire, and llie o^emus of the place will ever trlumpll, 
over the accidents of tmie and fortune.** 

The marble mosques of Stamboul, erected by money 
wrung from impoverished provinces, may strike the eye in 
their noble and commanding situations; and the picturesque 
houses rising tier above tier, may excite our admiration in 
the distant prospect; but when we approach the reality and 
survey the interior of the town; when we mark the large 
spaces inclosed within the ruined walls now converted into 
gardens; when we observe the mean, although picturesque 
cons [ruction of the buildings, and tlie few evidences of 
M ealih, industry, activity, and the few monuments of human 
intellect and perseverance around, compared whh tirose ex- 
hibited in the i[iterior of any of tlie second rate European 
towiis^ — we cannot but indulge in melancholy reflections oa 
the present comparison of Constantinople with the great 
capitals of Europe, and that which was made rather less 
than two centuries and a hail before \\a sad capture by the 
.barbarous Turks. ' 

Notwithstanding the constant manilest downward ten- 
dency of the Turkish empire ever since its first establish- 
ment, there are individuals who, observing the late changes 
of the Sultan, in the assimilating his own dress and that of 
his troops and household to the ugly dress of the Franks, 
and in his causing a newspaper to be edited, and operas and 
a ballet to be performed before the ladies of his seraglio, 
have boldly characterised these and other like childish mea- 
sures, reforms; have praised the liberal spirit of the Sultan, 
and prophesied the regeneration of Turkey. But those 
who have watched the career of the Turks since they first 
broke in upon some of the finest provinces of tlie world, 
and by their warlike spirit and dauntless courage raised 
themselves from a mere band of robbers to a temporary but 
proud pitch of pre-eminence in Europe, tlirough the suc- 
ceeding decline and impoverishment of their empire, cannot 
but see that the evil is too deep-seated to admit of a cure, and 
that the Turkish empire is now in its last mortal agony. 
The time is not far distant when Constantinople will be sold 
to the BiMWHanSf and the Otioman woaarchs wiii retire for 
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ever from Europa» to their old capital of Brusa, in Bithy- 
lua, unless liie European nations? inierferein time to prevent 
itf and take Qiea^ures lo r&'^fttabiish the . old Greek empuie. 
of Constantinople. 

The Greeks and Christians in European Turkey are 
much the most mmierous pnrt of the population, far out- 
numbering their military oppressors, tlie Turkish Moslems; 
they torm almost the only productive class, and whatever 
cottimerce Tiukey possesses is chiefly in their hands. 'Jlic 
biood of the Greek eraperors still tiows in liie family of the 
Courtenays, and the Earl of Devon is the fairest claimant 
now in existence to the throne of the Byzantine Caesars. 
Let that family, or the young King (Uho be advanced to the 
throne of Constantinople; let the Turks be driven out of 
Europe, and let the natural energies, and the quiet habits of 
industry that distinguish the present Greek subjects of the 
Porte be a^ain brought into play, and be no longer pressed 
down by the arbitrary spirit uf an eastern despotism. The 
nations of Europe are becoming too enlighiened, and the 
principles of government are becoming too well understood 
longer to permit these fair provinces of Europe to languish 
under U'urkish misrule. They have a right to interfere 
between the oppressor and the oppressed, between the 
strong man armed and his deleiiceless victim. 

]jut the Kiirupeaa nations arc too lealuus of each other 
to mierfere with effect; mutual ambitious designs would 
be suspected, and the measures of one power would be 
thwarted by another; and the infallible result is, that Con- 
stantinople will fall into the hands of Russia. The only 
possible way to prevent it, will be to dnve out the Turks, 
and re-establish a Greek government. The population of 
Turkey has been constantly diminishing, and from the want * 
of a census, it is difficult to form an accurate computation 
of its amount. According to Mr. Hassel in 1B23, there 
were in European Turkey 3,UUi,0U0 Greeks, 2,342,000 
Turks, other nations 3,936,400. • - • 

Ck^ssing the numbers according to the religious dinsion^ 
there were of Mussulmen 2389,000, of Greek GhriituuM 
§,880,000, Armenian Catholics 810,000, Armeotuts 85,000, 
Jews 312,000. So ^at liuk belter than two miUtmit oC 
Tttrki m aUowid to xjwuBkttovw ike rtst ot the popt* 
lalion, and to deetrojr the feiOQrats of the eoonliy. 

JuM lMi^-*4ii tbe aAemooa we entered one of oar isr 
Vonte tpttle ewift boale and vowed along the Mitttiabe ^vaUa 
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of Constanliiiopb, txirderii^ the PMipoBiiir We muM 
eevenil of the raliMd towm which were emsmieled'hy the 
Qmk empeiofSy end, es- we oame' towards the ^ple row eC 
waUe which protiBeted the ancient capital of the Omam on 
die land aide, we obeert ed large looae massea of atone lyiof 
in the sea, which aie doubtless those alluded to by Oodinne 
in the following peanige: Oonoeming those immense atonee 
which are situate without the maritime wall. When Oon-^ 
stantine built the city, as almost the whole site was rocky, 
they were obliged in places to plane off the summits of the 



these being rolled down into the sea and *caat about on all 
sides, fortified the whole shore against the attadu of the 
waves, and these large stones were so tdi;en advantage of 
in the eonstroction of the inaritime wi^ that the boisterous 
waves were made to break against them, and thus flow cm • 
tranquilly to the walls/'* 

Halting at the last tower, we took a farewell of the triple 
Une of walla on the land side, which so long protected the 
capital of the east from the warlike hordes of the Scythians, 
the Saracens, the Persians, the AvaiSy the Tartars, the Ros- 
sians, the Latins, and the Turks, now crumbling to pieces, 
ooveied with green trees, and tenanted by storlu and owls* 

The walla and gates of Constantinople/' says Chryso-. 
Ions in hia. letter, may be compared with those of ^Baby- 
lon. The towers are many; each tower is a solid and lofty 
structure: and the second wall, the outer fortification, would 
be sufidcient for the defence and dignity of an ordinary capi* 
tal. A broad and rapid stream may be introduced into the 
ditches, and the artificial island may be encompassed, like 
Athens, by land or water." Upper portions of the mari- 
time wall are modem, of Turkish construction. Rowing 
towards a small door, we landed on some wooden planks 
and entered the town. At a short distance from the walls, 
1 observed a space of many acres con%^crled into a garden, 
and, entering a door-way, I was surprised with avast quan- 
tity of ruins extending for near a quarter of a mile, con- 
sisting of massive stone walls and arches curving round in. 
a circle; there were arches formed too in the maritime walls 
which bordered the garden, and two square towers with 
arches one over the other. I could obtain no infornriation 
whateTer coaceining these ruinSf but supposed them to be 




construction of the buildings, and 
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remnants of a ctrcus. We crossed right through Constan- 
tinople, by namerons winding disgusting streets, bordered 
by tne meanest houses and tottering decayed wooden habi« 
tations, to the 6hf»m of the hubor. Oar eicerone meeting 
wi^ a friend, went to have a puff at his pipe as we passed 
along, ^d I ivng a stick at a dog that rasiied at me from 
s batefaof's shop, and kaooked him head ovar heels, to the 
mal indication pf the Toika. We took boat at , die GoldeQ 
Horn and erosee^ over taOilata. ' 

The shipping that one sees in the haiber, is at iist sight 
caloQlated to giire one a fttvorable idea of the eommefee of 
Oenstantinople; but these ships have 40 ooBneetio& with the 
prosperity of the plaee* The^eommodities that tre ex* 
dianged come fam distant eminfries, and do not awaken 
the indnstiy of the native eallifaiofe; the ptodnetiolis of 
' Pdlahd, Ihe Uluaane, Roanlat and BIbetia ate here ex- 
changed for the cutlery, doth, tin, watches, and glass-wave 
fiom England, the silks of France, and the linen of Ger- 
many; the commerce is sustained by fercigners, and the 
Turks derive Utde advantage from their enterprise and in^ 
dnstry* 

The rambler in the etreets and lanes of Galata and Con- 
stantinople near the waieiside most keep, aeeoiding to the 
pioverb, "all hi^ eyes about him,*' or he runs a shrewd 
clwnce of losing one or both of them. Poileis with long^ 
strips of wood and quivering bars of iron paM and repass 
through the dark thoroughfares, looking nether to the right 
nor the left— 4hey come on at a sort of run, and if, as ie, 
often the case, any accident occur, there is heither redrM 
nor pity. Nearly the whole breadth of the narrow lane is 
sometimes occtipied with crowds of these men, bearing 
along large wooden packages, or immense casks of mer- 
* chandise dun^ on elastic poles, and carried on the shoulders 
of twelve or sixtseen at a time« Let the passer by, then, 
keep his wits about him, or he will find himself knocked 
into the mire or trodden under foot.. ** lx is fate^it is thd 
will of God,'' ciy the porters, -and* trot on with their load. 

Fatis agimur : ccdite fatig;. 
> Non 8ollicitB» possunt curaa 
Mutare rati stamina, fusi. 
Quidquid patlmur mortale genus, 
QttidqimI meinras, Twit ez alto, 
' Omoia oerto traroite vadant, 
Primas^ae diet dsdit ifF^^ mvtp * * "^hispa* 



Digitized by Google 



OA, ▲ lOUENSY TO TUS S4ST. 167 

It is all fate with the Turk; and his present condition 
and prospects — his character reckless, ignorant, and besot- 
ted; his kingdom impoverished, decayed, and dismembered; 
show to what a point of ruin this fatal doctrine is leading 
him; it promotes but one virtue, and that of a very ques- 
tionable quahty — it gives courage in the field of battle, but 
it IS the brute courage of indifference — it le;ids him not to 
face danger, but to forget it, like opium before amputation. 
He carries into private life the same absurd creed, and fate 
renders him indiflerent to every thing — to education and. 
to improvement. He spends Ids lazy days on a divan—- 
silent, and thoughtless, and puffing smoke. He has no 
energy, and indeed no impulses to action; he dares not as- 
pire to distinction, for there is danger in it; his head and 
his properly are the Sultan's and not his own; the laws by 
which he is governed are made or cbanged by the same 
master. If he has property, he conceals h lor fear of rob- 
bery; for the Sultan and all his officers are robbers of dif- 
ferent grades — from the great Vizier to the petty village 
Aga. 

But the Sultan, say his admirers, has effected a multipli* 
city of reforms, and bettered the character and condition of 
the people. His highness has indeed set up a ** Moniteur 
Ouoman, ' lying in Greek, Turkish, and French; he has 
built barracks which catch strangers' eyes, and changed for 
jackets and caps the turbans and caftans of his troops. The 
Sultan has civilised these Turks," said a European to me; 
" they are beginning to drink tmne." I cannot test the 
character of these re&rms, which seem to bring the evils of 
European life without its good, the dross without the ore, 
belLer than by my honest Mend's criterion of civilisation., . 
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CBAPTEBXI* 

mFABTQBB.— PIIHCB** 1BIUkim.<-*H10imAlnA.^nillA«-* 

BAUVBSBR. — KBISMBBB. — TEYATBU^LTOU.-^-HMBDUk 
— FHILADSI.PBIJu*-aiA01IXStA« 

Jamqiw diei anrseqao voeut : rurauii^ apetmsnt 
JSqM*^ qOA rigidot mcUt Boepborus amii«t, 

Vaii, Fua Aioiti. I. 4 

June 20th.— 'The briorht sun shone in a clear unclouded 
sky when we embarked in a small boat on the Bosphorus, 

iih a fine fresh favorable bveese ibr the Pxiace's Isles and 
the coast of Bithynia. 

Some of the happiest hours of my life have been passed 
at Constantinople in the contemplation of its lovely scenery, 
£Lnd in making the delighiifd excunions that its ei^viroQs 
afford. 

They pointed out to us Cadykeui, the site of ancient 
Chalcedon, " the citv of the blind," and the scene of the 

w 

great Ecclesiastical Council, on a rising ground to the left; 
but our attention was solely occupied by the fast fading 
minarets, domes, and crescents, and with the indulgence of 
those feelin^^s which the last view of a spot where you have 
spent many a happy day, and wfnch you are never likely 
to see again, is always calculated to awaken. In four 
hours w^e were otT the Prince's Islands, the largest of which 
is called Boyook Addah, or Great Island, bv the Turks; > 
four of them only are iiihabited, Prinkipos, Chalke, Anti?* 
gone, and Protos, the others are mere rocks. The inhabi- 
tants are nearly all Greeks; a[id one or two Greek monas- 
teries, ia commaadiag situatiojos, have a picturesque ap* 
pearance. 

From the Prince's Islands to Kiose the port of Monda- 
nia, six hours are generally occupied with a fair wind. 
The shore is picUiresquey ending in ahrupi capes and wooded 
slopes. 

From Kiose to Brusa, the ancient Prusa, founded, ac- 

eoidiog la Pliny t by Uaonibalt and, according to Sirabo, by 
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Pnitias, who wwi eoa te m p ot iry with GratiMy Ib a ride of 
aboat five hoait; the chir||e for hones and midee is 16 
piastres, or 3s. 6cf. apiece. The seenery was rendered 
grand and striking by the lofVy range of Mount Olympus 
rearing lis nigged peaks, still covert with a slight eoatmg 
of snow OB the top* 

One hoar from Kiose wo arriiod at Mondania, a consi- 
derable town, containing several mosques, and a population 
of some thousands. Beyond Mondania the scenery is most 
beantifu!. From an eminence a fine view is obtained of 
the sea of Marmofa« the island of Kalolinino, and the gulf, 
running up to Khenleh. Approaching Prusa, the valley is 
thickly clothed with mulberry treeSt over the green foliage 
of which are seen the distant minarets of the town, and Im- 
hind them towers the loftiest summit of Mount Olympus. 
It is a delightful spot in summer, and much resorted to for 
its warm baths. The numerous trees, and fountains pro- 
duce a refreshing coolness during the great heat. 

The valley is from ten to twelve miles long by one 
broad, presenting a forest of mulberry trees, which nourish 
the silk-worms, for which Prusa is so celebrated all over 
the East On a r^odiy and picturesque eminence above the 
town stands the castle near which is an old church, adorned 
with marble and paved with Mosaic work; here Orcan, the 
son of Othman, the conqueror of Prusa, is said to be bn* 
ried. To him Gibbon thus alludes: From the conquest 
of Prusa we may date the true era of the Ottoman empire: 
the city by the labors of Orchan assumed tlie aspect of a 
Mahommedan capital j Prusa was decorated with a mosque, 
a college, and a hospital of royal foundation; the Seljukian 
coin was changed for the name and impression of the new 
dynasty, and the most skilful possessors of human and dip> 
vino knowledge, attracted the Persian and Arabian studentav 
from the ancient schools of oriental learning." 

From that time, until the conquest of Adrianople, U 
remained the capital of the Ottoman empire, and the rest- 
jfence of the Sultans. Here is the tomb of Amurailh, , 
covered with his soldier's eloak, three lances, and thieo 
horses' tails, the tombs of his children, and a tomb, said lo 
he thai of Osman. It is said to boast of near 100 m o s % na s, 
ibiir Greek ehorehes, and a Oioek bishop; numersns spa- 
cious nataral warm badis invils invalMs from aU quaHsia, 
and in one of these baths is a great prodigy, a natural spring 
of hot and of cold water m the same room. The walsio 
Vol. L— 15 
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bein^ sulphureous, are drunk as well as balhed in. Near 
our sleeping place was one of these luxurious baths of warm 
ivater, into which we could plunge of a morning before 
dressing. 

To the sumiiiii of mount Olympus, is ten hours. On it 
is a monastery dedicated to the seven sleepers, who have 
been located here as well as in fifty other places. The first 
part of the ascent is covered with clicsinut and dwarf oak, 
then succeed various kinds of fir, dwarf shrubs, and juniper 
trees ; and iasdy, bare granite rocks. The view is descrdjed 
as very sublime and very extensive; the eye ranging over 
the sea of Marmora to Constantinople, and embracing nume- 
rous lakes, and the vast mountain ranges of Anatolia. 

From Priisa to Nicaea, or Nice, the birth place of Hip- 
parchus, and tlie ancient capital of Bithynia, built by Antigo- 
nus, is twelve hours; the ancient walls, towers, and fniieg 
still remain in- a remarkable state of preservation, formed of 
alternate courses of stones and Roman tiles, and a lew ruined 
buildings and mosques, consttucled of marble fragfments of 
the ancient city, on the boniers of the lake Ascanins, pre- 
sent a melancholy scene of solitude and decay. Four hours 
from the, lake, is an obelisk described by i^ocock. Nice 
was eonquereil by Sultan Soliman, became the seat of the 
Sel)ukian dynasty, and *' the divinity of Chri.«t, was derided 
and denied in the same temple in which it had been pro- 
nounced by the first general synod of the Catholics.''* It 
was retaken by the tumultuous crowds of tlie hrsL crusaders, 
wlio captured but generously restored the Sultana and 
principal servants of Soliman, but it soon revelled lo the 
Turks, and has since been called Ismid. 

June 23d. — From Prusa to Monhallick, seven hours. 
We emerged from the wooded valley of Prusa, retraced our 
steps through Mondania, and turning to the westward, 
entered an uncultivated and solit:iry country. The road was 
jnountainons and difficult, and the ro(dvy hills were covered 
with dwarf slirubs and plants, and sweetly smelling wild 
thyme. There was a wddncos about the country, and an 
air among the few people we met with, more savage and 
uncivilised than any thing I had hitherto seen. A few 
armed horsemen, and a string of mules or donkeys loaded 
With packages, were the only livino^ objects we encountered 
during the ride. We passed through a miserable village of 

^ - . •Gibbon. 
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mud httU^i then through a solitary plain, and late in the 
eveniag, came in sight of MonhallicuL» a laige town in a 
commanding aituation on a bill. There are several moec^nest 
and the scenery is striking. We crossed the ancient Rhyn* 
dicoSf and were conducted to a mud houae for the night, 
where our mattresaea were apread on a mat oh the floor, 
amid the barking of dogs and crowing of cocks, one of 
which was duly killed and served up for supper. 

June 24th. — From Monhallick to Balikeser, nine houra. 
In the plain below was the lake Aboollona, the ancient 
Paius ApoUoniatia, a aolitary spot anrrounded by low barren 
hills. Near it, are Uie ruina of a castle built by Comnenua 
in the twelHh century. Mount Olympus, still towering 
above the eminencea to the eaat, and eidivened by the> rays 
<^the liaing sun> gives a striking character to the landscape. 

Passing over a mountainous ridge, we traversed a vaat 
plain watered by a river, the ancient Mosatos, whose course 
might be traced by the green vegetation along its banka. 
A few treea were acattered here and there, but the country 
was deadale and uncultivated; the only habited spot being 
the village of SonsgourM, on the banks of the river, sur- 
rounded by a few trees, and in a pleasant situation. Here 
we rested an hour and a half, to bait the horses. 

We crossed over a range of hills from 8ousgourl£, and in 
three hours and a half arrived for the night at Balikeaer, a 
pretty spot, surrounded by mi^lbeny trees, above which rose 
a few minaiets. There is a large population, and a khan 
for the accommodation of travellers, to which our horses 
were taken. 

The interior of the town is dirty, and presents no object 
of interest. The petty Turkish towns and villages, I can* 
not better describe, than as a row of wood or mud houses 
bordering a filthy festering ditch. 

June 96th«<-<"From Balikeser to Kelembeh, twelve hours. 
The weather is clear and brilliant, but ia becoming too warm 
for travelling in the middle of the day. We are obliged to 
start very early in the morning, and as we leave Balikeaer 
the ficeshness is deligfatffiL The whole east is tinged with 
a rosy hue, and the light green of the mulberry groves ia 
gratenil to the eye after the arid country devoid of vegetation. 
These mulberry trees are planted doae together, and are cut 
down every year, aa the young sprouts £at spring up pro- 
duce moie juiey and vigorous leaves for the nouriuiment of 
the silk-worms than the old branches. AAer we had left 



Digitized by 



llMeiiTiroiiBof ihe u>wii» Ifae eountrf inwented again « w9d 
' aolitQde, unenlimed by (he pna«m of man or tbo dieeifiil 
lesulta of human indoatry* 

- The ride ia rmy monolonous and time hanga heivy when 
topica of conversation are exhausted, there being nothing 4o 
oil away the attention or divert the regarda from the aamo 
conatant scene in tlie plains. But in the more mountainona 
parts sudden viewa of atriking beauty frequently appear, 
and the very lonelineeB and aolitade then difluae a peeoliar 
and agreeable charm. 

We ascended a lofty ridge of mooDtaina running east and 
weat, and firoro the summit enjoyed a very grandwi exten- 
■tve view. Wild and lonely j^ains and valleya, here and 
there ahaded with a few clumps of trees and email spota of 
vegetation, or diveraified with a few atraggling goats, were 
oeen extended below, while numerous ranges of bold moan* 
tuiii,8tretching out in different directions, with their waving 
outlines shaded with the most beautiful bloe trembling haiOy 
gradually melting amy in the distance, and mingling witffc 
lie blue sky beyond, presented a bewitching proapeek 
Oirer the tract we had left, and high above all, were seen 
the lofty anmmita of Meant Olympoa, atill slightly tipped 
with anow. There ian great deal of fine mountain acenery 
on thia road, extensive plaina, and here and there a pictu- 
Mqnely situated Turkish town or village^ anironnded by 
gBfdeha and rich green foliage. 

Descending from the monntaina we traversed an extensive 
plain, and baited the horaee at a amall caf6 under the ahade 
of some trees, where several Turks were aeated smoking, 
together with a daahing horseman <m his way to Constanti- 
nople. In saluting each other they merely touch the hands 
inatead of shaking them as we do, and one of the greatest 
compliments they can pay yon ia to present you with their 
pijpe to take a whiff. They pass the hand over the mouth* 
piece before presenting it, and if you preaume to wipe it 
before putting it to your own mouth it is conaidered a great 
breach of good manners, but in a Frank ia passed over as 
ariaing from ignorance. We crossed the anment Caiciii by 
a stone bridge, at a place called Couljak, traversed some low 
hills, and came in sight of Kelembeh, in a pleaaant sitnation 
in the plain below; and adrronnded by cypieaaea, above 
which were seen a few minarets. Passing through a dirty 
lane bordered by mud huts» across which planka and pieoen 
of timber weie bud ooveied with matting and rags to keep 
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out the sun, we at last secured quarters for the night, amid 
the barking of dogs, the soreaming of .chUdreOj and the 
crowing of cocks. 

June 26th. — " I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last, what tliou seest write in a hook antl send it unto the 
seven churches which are in Asia, unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Fergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laoilirea. 

And unto the angel of the church of Tiiyatira write 
these tliiM((s, saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes hke 
utuo a iiamiag fire, and his feet are like fine brass," &c. — 
Revelations* 

From Kelembeh to Thyatira, now called Akhissar, or 
" the White Town," five hours. Leaving Kelembeh w^e 
crossed the loftiest ridge of mountains on this route, pre- 
senting very grand scenery. The road is carried to such 
an elevation that, according to the soodjee, about a fort- 
night ago there were patches of snow still remaining upon 
it. The horses tumble and trip excessively over these 
mountain paths, and the footing is sometimes dangerous 
from the slipping away of the bank under the horses' feet. 

Emerging from the hills, we came in sight of the mina* 
rets and cypress groves of Thyatira, situated in a fine fertile 
plain, surrounded by groves of trees and delicious gardens, 
watered by numerous streams, so rare and so valuable in 
these regions. We rode through gardens filled with the 
pomegranate, the fig, and the walnut; and the green foliage 
of the mulberry trees between the houses had a lively, re- 
freshing appearance. 

This sense of beauty vanishes, as usual, on entering the 
town, where we were saluted witli the barking of dogs and 
with unsavory odors. We stopped only to refresh the 
horses, as there is little to see. The cemetery is the only 
spot wliere any vestiges are to be found of the ancient city, 
and these consist merely of some iVaguients of columns, 
used as tombstones, and scathed pieces of marble. The 
identification of this spot as the site of ancient Thyatira, 
has been established by some inscriptions found here by 
Sir Paul Rycaut and others — 

H. KPATI2TH 0TATEIPHNON BOTAH, &C. 

The most powerful Senate of Thyatua honors," &c., 

dec* 

The Senate and people of Thyatira honor Volpia Mar^ 
c^lla« Priestess of Ptana," ^c, &c. . 
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"To the Master of the E^rth and Sea, the Enapemr 
Caesar Marcus Aurelios Severus Antoninus Caracalla, 
Father of his Couatiy, Benefactor to the Town of Thya- 
tira/* &;c., &c. 

And an epitaph to a husband and wife, in which the 
name Thyatira occurs twice. 

There is at present a very considerable Christian popula- 
tion, consisting of Greeks and Armenians. There are a 
good many shops, and some appearance of business; a 
great deal of the inferior cotton, grown in the fields, is 
exported to England by way of Smyrna for lamp wicks. 
There is a large khan for the acooniiiiodatiou of travellers, 
generally filled with camel? and horses, the roof of which 
is supported by some ancient marble columns. Shortly 
after leaving Thyatira, we observed several tumuli on the 
hills, and rode through a large cemetery full of marble 
tombs and monuments. Late in the evening we arrived 
and stopped for the night at Mcrmere. 

June 27th. — " And unto iho angel of the church of Sardis 

write Be watchful, and strenjBfthen the 

thingfs that remain that are ready to die, for 1 have not 
found thy works perfect before God If, there- 

fore, thou shalt not watch, i will come npon thee as a thief, 
and thou shalt not know at what hour 1 will come uppa 
thee." 

From Mermere to Sardis, five hours. Left Mermere 
very early in the morning, m order to push on through Sardis 
to Philadelphia if possible, to sleep. The small village of 
Mermere stands in a situation, on the side of a preci- 
pitous mountain overlooking the Gygean lake alluded to by 
Homer — 

Several patches of cultivated land, bordered by hedges^ 
enlivened the scenery, and the road shortly skirted along 
the borders of the lake, through a wild marshy district. 
An immense mound on an eminence we supposed to be the 
tumulus of Halyattes, the father of Croesus, the mound 
alluded to by Herodotus in Clio 94, as one of tlie largest 
works in the world after the Egyptian and Babylonian. 
He says, *♦ There is there the tomb of Halyattes, the father 
of Croesus, the foundation of which is of large stones, and 
the rest of the tomb a mound of earth. Civilians, opera- 
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livesi and courtezans constructed it; and upon the top of 
the tomb, down to my time, tliere were five ledges, upon 
which were inscribed how nnich of the work each had 
done; and it appeared that the work of tlie courtezans be- 
ing measured was the largest; for all the daughters of the 
common people of the Lydians prostitute themselves, and 
they collect for themselves dowries; having done which 
they marry, and the circuit of this tomb if? six stadia and 
two plethra, and its widih is thirteen plethra, and on its 
borders it has a large which the Lydians call the 
Gy<rean.'* ' 

Around this in various directions, bordering the lake, are 
numerous other tumuli of much smaller dimensions, the 
tombs probably of the great men of the Lydian empire. It 
is very affecting thus to approach the ancient capital of 
Lydia, through a solitary deserted country, amid the innu- 
merable tumuli scattered over the hills, some large and 
some small, solitary monuments of the dead, who once jjeo- 
pled these regions so deserted now. 

Ill tfie distance, a rocky eminence, arising above the un- 
peopled country, was pointed out to us as Sart, the modern 
name of Sardis. It was the Acropolis of Sardis, the capi- 
tal ot l.ydia, the city of Croesus. 

It is diificult now to reconcile the authentic accounts of 
the ancient power and wealth of Sardis with the unpeo- 
pled desert that extends on every side. One or two ruined 
huts on the banks ol the Pactolus are the miserable repre- 
sentatives of the ancient city, and the only habitations of 
man for many miles, 

<« Qaid Cneai regis Sardisr 

But as we draw nearer, two majestic marble columns of 
the Ionic order of architecture, supporting an immense 
fragment of an architrave, present an interesting memorial 
of ti^ie ancient magnihcence of the Lydian capital. These 
are supposed to be a portion of the ancient temple of 
Cybele, and are considered the finest specimen of Uie pure 
and simple Ionic in existence. The immense stones ol' the 
architrave, and the peculiar features of this interesting ruin, 
have led antiquaries to place its construction antecedent to 
the taking of Sardis i^y Cyrus the Great. Half of the 
shafts of the columns are now buned under the accumulat- 
ed mass of soil and rubbish, the debris of decayed build- 
ings; around them are Mattered the broken shafts of other 
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columns, and fragments of marble. Below runs the Pac- 
loius,* no longer famous for its golden sands, turning in its 
course an old water mill. The nnul huts appear fast dropn 
ping to pieces, and very probably, ere long, not one humau 
being will be left upon the spot. 

Here and there are scattered some fragments of walls, 
and remnants of archeai there is a ruined building dubbed 
by antiquity hunters a remnant of the palace of Croesus, 
the walls of brick, and of great thickness; and close to the 
Acropolis, the scarcely distinguishable remnant of a stadiunif 
and a tlieaire, hollowed out of the sides of ihe hill. 

Two ruins of a much more modern date are here re- 
garded with considerable interest, as the reputed remnants 
of two Christian churches. A few brick arches are said to 
be remains of the church of St. John, and some ruined 
walls constructed of portions of columns and iragraents of 
ancient marble edifices, are pointed out as remnants of the 
Paoagia, or church sacred to the Viri^nn. 

But leaving alone fragments of buildings and ruined walls, 
which only disturb me with doubts as to their age or iden- 
tity, I prefer rather to climb the rugged precipitous sides of 
the Acropolis, whose craggy rocks are at all events coeval 
widi Croesus, and liave opposed a temporary barrier to Cy- 
rus and his Persian troops. There from the summit we 
may gaze upon the great plain of the Hermus, the scene of 
the great battle between the Lydians and Persians, when 
the Lydian cavalry, frightened by the camels of Cyrus, re- 
treated upon the infantry and lost the day. We may recall 
to miud the amusing history of Herodotus, and search for 
the most likely spot at which, according to the legend, the 
Lydian soldier dropped his helmet, and, descending to re- 
cover it, pointed out a route to the watchful enemy, who 
ascended and took the citadel. We may think of Solon's 
awful warning to the purse-proud king, of the instability of 
human grandeur," no less brought home to us by the pre- 
sent desertion of Sardis, than it was to Croesus by his sud- 
den transition from a throne to a funeral pile. 

To this spot ascended Alexander the Great, after the bat- 
tle of the Granicus; and here, it is said, he erected an altar, 
and built a temple to Jupiter Olympus. 

Sardxd iias successively been despoiled and desolated by 

* ** Et qua trahflDs opalenta Pactolns fada 
Inniulat auro mra." 
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neges and earthquakai* Jta deftroetion is at lailWNiiplete, 
and the wealth of its monarchst ils military strength and 
gieat pop.alation, as related by ancient hisUnrianat ajvpear 
aisaieeiy feCQncileable with the solitary wildeiiiess that now 
meets the aearch of the traveller in every direction. 

The swans alluded to by Dionysius Periegeles and Cal* 
limachus, no longer frequent the bank* of the Paetolna; 
nor do the graceful dances of the Lydian women* so enthn- 
aiastically ^nded to by the fonn«r» any longer elaim our 
admiration.* 

Hm it was that Xerxes wii^tered previous to his expedi- 
tion into Greece* Here was the chief residence of the 
younger Cyrus, adorned by the beautiful gardens whicli ex- 
cited the, admiration of Lysander; and here he collected hie 
Grecian auxiliaries previous to hii iHihappy and fatal expo* 
dition against his brother.! 

Among the inscriptions found at Sardis, the following has 
been published by Dr. Spon. The Senate and people of 
Sardis honor, as hero and benefactoit the emperor Caesar* 
Titus, i£iiu8y Uadrianusy Antoninus Pius, and Augustus, 
eon of the divine Hadrian, and grandson of the divine Tra- 
jan, enjoying the power of tribune for the second tidie, con- 
sul for the third, and father of his country." 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia^ 
^irrite^ *..•#•* • 

I know thy works; behold, I have set before thee an 
open door and no man can dint it; for thou hast a little 
atrength and hast liept my word , and hast not denied my 
name. 

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also 
will keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall 
come upon all the worlds tb try them that dwell npon the 
earth."— Revelations* 

One, p. M«— Having rested the horses, we pushed on for 
Philadelphia, seven hours distant. The count^ was every- 
where solitary and Toid of inhabitants. 

The principal population of Philadelphia is to this day 
Christian, and it has received from the Turks the name of 
Allah Shehr, or the city of God," and whilst the Moslem 
population has been and is at present decfeaaing, the Chri9« 

• Ov ftiv 6vii ymaTnaf ovoo-criai at wt^l KiTvo 
&iioy tioff y/vo-MO nar i^u»c afjui 0a>Jiua-en 
*0()fifnmuCmrh IJUt^^mm rt^ nukkau, Y, 839. 

t H^nophon. (Eootfi p. 630^ G, Cic 4e Seooet. e« 17, 
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tians appear on the increase. There are said to he more 
than a dozen Christian churches, which I think must he an 
exaggeration of the Greek who was communicating this 
piece of information. He states, however, that, in five or 
six only, is service regularly performed, the others being 
used only on particular fetes. 

In the early part of the morning, we strolled round the 
environs, and through the gardens of the town, which, frpm 
the beauty of its situation, has been called " the fair city.'* 
Those who have spent all their lives in the north, can have 
bat a faint idea of the delicious freshness and tranquil beauty 
of an eastern morning, of the rich crimson flush along the 
eastern horizon, which precedes the sun, while some planet 
or star of the first magnitude is still seen faintly twinkling 
in the west; of the deep blue of the sky, as the light of the 
day increases, and of the balmy softness of the air, scented 
with the blossoms in the gardens. 

The beauty of the foliage, too, in these gardens sur- 
passes any I have seen in Europe; and the brilliant scarlet 
blossoms of the pomegranate, intermixed with the orange, 
the citron, the apricot, and the fig, present at this season of 
the yeat the prettiest prospect imaginable. There are two 
eminences overlooking the town, from one of which, the 
ancient Acropolis, we enjoyed a beautiful view of the large 
plain, in many places tolerably cultivated, and interspersed 
with gardens and vineyards. There is a bazaar filled with 
fruits and merchandise, and a khan for the accommodation 
of travellers. Philadelphia owes its foundation to Attains 
Philadelphiis, and is mentioned by Tacitus in his annals to 
have suffered greatly from earthquakes, to have been once ut- 
terly destroyed, and again restored by the Emperor 'J'ibcrins.* 

Gibbon, in allEding to Philadelplua, says, " At a distance 
from the sea, forgotten by the emperors, encompassed on 
all sides by the Turks, her valiant citizens defended their 
religion and tlieir freedom above fourscore years, and at 
length capitulated with the proudest of the Ottomans, 
Amoiio; the Greek colonies and churches of Asia, Philadel- 
phia IS still erecct— a column in a scene of ruins." Nu- 
merous coins have been found on this spot with the super* 

SCription, <i^IAAAEA^>EON. 

June 28th. — From Allah Shehr to Uraiilui, nine hours, 
through solitary wide plains and undulating hiUy districts; 
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heris and there a few inhabitants may be met with, and a 
flodL of abeep or goats browsing the flowers and scanty 
paBtnraffe, or a large vulture watching' for his piey. 

Uranlui, is a small miserable village. 

June 29th. — From Uranlui to Cassouba, five hours across 
a vast lonely plain. Cassouba is surrounded by a large 
cultivated district, and from hence come the celebiated 
m^ons so much esteemed at Soiyniaf growing from one to 
two (eet in length, and of delicious flavor. 

From Cassouba to Magnesia ad Sipylum is a six hours' 
joumey» through a wide plain bordered by mountains. The 
first view of the magnificent plain of Magnesia, one of tiie 
largest and finest in Asia Minor, is very striking* the houses* 
minarets, and cypress groves of the town are spread around 
a loAy hill, and are backed by a bold range A mountains. 

Wide plains, inclosed by lofty ranges of mountains, give 
the general character to Asiatic scenery; some of the hills 
are covered with almost eternal snow. The country through 
which we pass is rocky, banen* and lonely* and firom the 
different elevations we may in sorrow observe how small a 
proportion the cultivated soil bears to the waste uninhabited 
tracts. There Is not here the same information and advan* 
tage derivable from travelling as in civilised Europe— there 
are no large towns and political institutions-^-no varied archi- 
tecturo* and fewer national peculiarities to anesi the atten- 
tion; for miles and miles you may wander on, along rugged 
bridle tracts, over stones, through bushes, and across 
swamps, or over an extensive plain, with a few Turkish 
villages scattered hero and there, surrounded by patches of ^'^ 
cultivated grounds and gardens, whero the poor inhabitants, -^i 
inclosed within mud walls, and ignorant of the world beyond 
the range of their limited horizon, live in a most primitive 
state of existence. The chief occupation of the men is in 
tillage, or in manufacturing a few simple articles of clothing. 

The plain of Magnesia is richly and extensively cultiva- 
ted, and of immense extent; the approach to the town, which 
is seen rising over the level fiat a length Of time befon the 
slow-paced horses arrive, is very fine. The nnmerous 
minarets, as in aU oriental towns, give a striking and pic- 
turesque character to th9.seenery« 

In this plain, 187 yeard B. C., was fought the battle be- 
tween Antiochus, kin^ of Syria, and the Romans under 
Lucius 8eipio, assisted by the counsels of his brother Afri- 
eanus; in which battle, aooovdiqg |o Livy, the Syrians lost 
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tO,000 foot ahd 4000 hoiM, and thtf Romans only 300 holt 
and 25 horse! Antioehiit waa-drimi over Mount Taurus, 
and the whole provinccl came into the handa of the £<► 

mans.* 

Bfagnesta is the third town in Asiatic Turkey; its pomi- 
laUon is said to be move than 100,000, and itiaoonsiderealo 
be larger than Smyrna* We ^rode tfafough eome tolenihle 
streets bordered by^ahopi, and stopped at a large khao^ eon- 
sifltiogof an immenae ooiiti» with stables below and ranges 
of small rooms aboTe, the only foraiture in each being a 
mat filled with bugs* There are here thirty-three mosques, 
one Greek chttrdb, two Armenian, and two synagogues* 
The Acropolis, a nigged precipitous hill, is remarkable from 
containing a quantity of magnetic rock which affects the 
compsss* The mosques were large and handsome* There 
are two which were constructed by Sultan Amu rath the 
Second and his sultana, of white marble, hung with innu* 
merable lamps, and ornamented with painting and gilding* 
Here, too, are the ruins of the palace of Amurath the Se- 
cond, in which he lived during his retirement, and the tombs 
of his wives and children, twenty-two in number, of different 
sizes, under a cupola of white marble. 

This town is celebrated as having been the refnge of 
'Diemistocks, who died here in exile from his country, de- 
pendent upon the magnanimity and bounty of the Persian 
king, and also as the retirement of Amurath the Second, who 
twice abdicated the throne, and ** resigning the sceptre to 
his son, retired to the pleasant residence of Magnesia. * * • 
The lord of nations submitted to fast and pray, and tarn 
round in endless rotation with the fanatics, who mistook the 
giddiness of the head for the illumination of the Spirit/'f 

He was first called from this retirement by the Turkish 
nation and by his son' Mahomet the Second on the Hunga- 
rian inv^!i»ion, which was conducted by Uladislaus, king of 
Hungary, and Julian, the Pope's legate, in disgraceful breach 
of a solemn tfea|^, sworn to by the Christian plenipoten- 
tiaries on the Gospels, and by the Turks on the Koran* 
Signally were the Christians punished for their perjury* 
Amurath, in a bloody battle, slew the King of Hungary and 
the Pope's legale, who had absdved them from their oaths* 

-» 

*Livy,llbk3T« Appian, Syria, eh. 9S. 
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It it said that Amumthi on seeing the crucifix displayed on 
the standards of the Christians, called aloud on the name 
of Christ, and prayed that if he were a pod he would 
avenge the indignity pat upon his namet and punish his 
perjured people. 

When lie had shielded the empire from the attacks of her 
foes, Amuiath withdrew from the field of Warn a again 
to pray, to fast, and to torn found with his Magnesian 
brethren." 

A rebellion of the Janissaries ' against the government, 
of his son, who was too young to reign, again called him 
forth from his retirement. He quelled the revolt, and or» 
dered his son, the Sultan Mahomet, to Magnesia until age 
should have taught him to command. Amurath then fought, 
in 1448, the great battle of Cassora, in which the flower of 
the Hungarian nobility and 17,000 Christians fell* He 
fought two successful battles against the Greeks, and so 
frightened John Palseologus, that that emperor sent to ask 
Amuralh's permission before he ventured to ascend the By- 
zantine throne. 

At last, four years after his second retirement to Magnesia, 
he died. '*Age or disease, misfortune or caprice, have 
tempted several princes \q descend from the thnme, and 
ihey have had leisure to repent of their irretrievable step. 
But Amurath alone, in the fuU liberty of choice, after the 
trial of empire and solitude, has repeated his preference of a 
private life."* 

June 30th. — From Magnesia to Smyrna, nine hours. 

We ascended tlie lofty ehain of Mount Sipylus, over 
rocky slaty districts, winding between lofty rocks, and by 
the edge of deep precipices. Mount Sipylus is celebrated 
in ancient mythology as the residence of Tantalus and 
Miob6, and as the cradle of Pelopsw Homer alludes to it as 
the scene of Niobe's metamorphosis; and the tears of Niobe 
were supposed by the ancient poets to trickle down from 
the rocks. 

Flet tamen, et validi circumdata tnrbine venti 
In patriam rapta est. Ibi fixa cacumina montis 
Lii^uitur, et lacryinis etiaxxmum Marmora manant 

OviD*s MnAM, 

Pausanias, when at Magnesia, visited the neighboring 

♦ Gibbon. 

Vol. L— 16 
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eminence* a part of Mount Sipylus, in search of the reported 
phenomenon. He wiiely remarks, that when he viewed 
the rocks close, he saw only stone and precipices, nothing 
whatever which resembled a woman weeping, or in any 
other posturel but, says he, if you stood at a distance, yoa 
would fancy you beheld a female in an altitude of grief. 

Near the mountain track is the lake of Tantalus, called 
by some ancient writers the Sale or Salpe Palus, supposed 
to have been produced by a volcanic eruption or an earth- 
quake.' The ruins of a town are said, by ancient writers, 
to have been seen at the bottom when the water has been 
very clear. The descent on the opposite side of the range, 
to the village of Hadjilar, displays a lovely view of the 
rich plain and of the gulf of Smyrna. We baited for 
some hours at a small village, and arrived at our old quarters 
in Smyrna early on the morning of the 1st of July. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

SttTRNA.— PLAOVB.— - GASTLB mVU— SGSmiT.— ANCIENT 
SKITRNA. — BOURNABAT.' — BOUJAH. SOCIETY. — - GREEK 
COSTUKE*— GREAT ^ARABISX.— *UTTLE PARADISE. — ^TURK- 
ISH CHARAC!TER.^-TUEKISH WATCHHAN;— -VILLAGE AOA.-^ 
DANCE AT THE AGA's HODSE. 

IMwpirtii<t("fvs *A^ttC. Marmoe. Ozos. 

July 2d*— All the town of Smyrna is this morning in a 
fright, in consequence of the plague having been declared. 
The Egyptian plague is very much dreaded here, and it isi 
said to have broken out among the women who sell wild 
herbs in the town, and who have been gathering their herbs, 
through the negligence of the guard, within the precincts of 
the quarantine ground appropriated for ships and merchan- 
dise coming from Egypt. Another report is, that a Jew, 
who has had the plague once, and therefore is not likely to 
catch it again, being employed in fumigating and purifying 
the merchandise, stole some cotton, and for the sake of 
putting a few paras into his pocket, has thus hazarded the 
lives of thousands. However this may be, fofir persdns 
weie suddenly taken ill in a house near the caravan bridge* 
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two very soon died, and nine cases mote have been taken to 
the Plague Hospital. We rode out this evening, with long 
sticks to keep the people from touching' us* and passed the 
iU-fated house in which the disease has manifested itself; 
the windows were all shut, and guards were stationed to 
prevent all approach. 

July 3d.— In consequence of. the vague reports that were 
spread this morning of the increase of the plagtte, all the 
Franks have -put themselves into qnarantinCy and their 
houses into a state of defence. A long wicker gateway was 
placed in front of our door, and within the passage on one 
side, was a tub of water, and on the other a pitcher of vine* 
gar; the meat and eatables brought to this barrier were 
thrown into the former, and the money into the latter, 
where they respectively remained a certain time to be dis- 
infected. Before being allowed to go out of the house, I 
was furnished with a long stick, and was earnestly requested 
not only on my own account, but as I valued the safety of 
all the inmates of the mansion, not to allow a human being 
to touch me, and was made to promise that I would declare 
any contact that might by chance occur, before communi- 
cating with'ihe family. 

There was a striking change in the appearance of the 
streets; the doors of the houses weroall shut, atid no pretty 
Greek girls were to be seen, listlessly lounging at the por- 
tals. All persons whom I met seemed to be as anxious to 
keep clear of me, as I of them. I returned at last quite dis- 
pirited with the gloomy, melancholy appearance of the 
streets. No one thinks of venturing into the Turkish 
quarter and bazaars, as there no precautions are taken. 
The Turks hear of the plague, AUalMerimi (God is 
great); if a man is to die of it, he will, precaution or no 
precaution; and it is said, they take delight in firightening 
any unfortunate Frank they may see taking precautions 
himself, by rutming up and endeavoring to touch him. 
Commerce is at a stand-still, people are out of employ, and 
the merchants all look very blank. 

This evening, being anxious to escape the heated confined 
air of the town, I took a boat and rowed past the barracks 
to the Castle Hill, tiie ancient Mount Pagus, taking care not 
to touch the boatmen. The vast gulf was smooth as a 
looking.glass; the bold mountains were tinged with the most 
beautiful purple coloring, and the sun was fast approaching 
the horiion. I landed, and walked through the Jewish 
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buryinfi^-groiind, over white marble slabs covered with He- 
brew characlcrd, extending along the whole side of the hillj 
among these, might be observed, fi nLnnents of iluted columns, 
portions of capitals, and pede^^talii of \\ hiie marble negli- 
gently built into a slight wall skirting the road-side. Climb- 
ing lhiuuij,h a dark and nlouiny iorest of cv [)resses, I arrived 
on the open downs, from hence uuc of die lo\ cliesi views 
in nature suddenly blasts upon liie eye. From an elevation 
of 1000 feet, you look down on the innumerable houses, 
minarets, groves, and bury inL^-i^roiuuls of die town, ou die 
rich ill xuiianl plain covered wiih tree^^, \ nn yards, corn-fields, 
and gardens, bounded by tbe bold and loiiy chain of Mount 
Sipylus, on the wide expanse of the gulf, surrounded by 
piCLuresque mountaius and covered with sbi|)pinfr, and on 
the distant .Egean sea. A few steps further on, on tlie 
very brow of the eminence, is the picturesque old ruined 
Genoese castle, called Sanjak liournou by the Turks. 
►Shortly before arriving at which, I obser\ et! a portion of a 
massy wall, of much earlier date than the casile, and of 
more regidar construction; the stones are very large, and 
beautiiully fitted together, and douljtless of Greek origin. 
The casdc is quue a rum, and uninhabUed. Towards the 
sea, are the ruins of the Stadunn, a mere hollow, widisome 
vaulted substructions of brick, and on the descent, towards 
tlie Turkish to wo, are some remains of an ancient theatre, 
in die courl of a house. 

Returning to the boat, I passed rapidly throtigh the ships 
to the quay; it was night, and the moon was high in the 
heavens. On my arriving at the house, came strict interro- 
gations as to where I had been, and where I came from. 
On mentioning tbe boat, there was slight uneasiness, but 
when I got to the Jews' and Turkish cemetery, through 
which I had passed, horror sat upon every countenance; 
the very spot, said they all, to whieh some people who have 
died of the plague to-day have been taken and buried. 
" You can't come into liie house, you mubt get a lodging 
outside, and we will give you your things." 

I represented tliat I had followed the path, and had gone 
near no graves. The very path along which the bodies 
have been taken was the reply, and along which the infected 
garments covering the dead, have perhaj)s trailed. 1 began 
to feel uneasy, but recollecting there were two paths, a large 
and a small one, I represented that I took the latter, thai 1 
did not go inside Uie cemetery; till atlaat they had couipas* 
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sion on me, and on my promising to stay at home for the 

future, I was admitted on cuiulition of hein;^ well fumigated. 
Consequently I was ordered into the kitchen, was mnde lo 
stretch my legs wide apart, and the servant girl to my great 
terror, began to kindle a fire of damp straw under my legs. 
I was about to push her away, when she screamed out in 
the greatest affright, and I was told, that unless 1 submitted 
to be smoked, or if I presumed to touch any body or any 
thing before the operation was performed, I should go out 
of the house not to come in again; so I was obliged to sub- 
mit, and was almost suffocated with the dense cloud from 
the tobacco and pungent .^iik us they burnt under me, not to 
mention my great uneasmess, lest they should set fire to my 
clothes. 

I was at last released with the tears streaming down my 
cheeks, smellmg like a singed rat, to the great amusement 
of the maids and the whole household, who, I could not 
help thinking, had maliciously punished me more than was 
necessary. 

July 4 ill. — The principal mosque of Smyrna was, I am 
told, anciently a Christian church, and converted into a 
mosque on the taking of the town by the Moslems. — 
Smyrna has always been a place of considerable import- 
ance, so lovely and worthy to be contended for, says 
Strabo, ** that the lonians and iEolians, the two most re- 
nowned nations of Asia, fought for her, as for a virgin of 
exquisite beauty." It was called **/Ae lovely, " the crown 
of Jonia,^* ** the ornctmuU of Asia^ She is said by Phi- 
lostratus, to have been wonderful for her biiikliiigs, baths, 
drains, &c.; for the cultivation of the arts and sciences, and 
for the politeness of her inhabitants. Under the Roman 
emperors, she was the most beautiful of the Ionian cities, 
and in the reign of Hadrian, crowds of young men flocked 
therefor education. The coins struck at Saiyrna in the 
reign of Caracalla have the following inscription on the 
reverse — CmtPNAIUN HPaTON aCiaC KAAAEI KAI 
MErE0EI. 

Smyrna^ Jim of Aaia^ the largest and most beauti- 

A city was first founded near this spot 1 139 years B. C, 
called Tantalus; but the present town is supposed to be on 
the site of the city founded by Alexander the Great, or his 
successors Antigouus and Lysimaclius, about three quarters 
of a mile from the site of the old city of Tantalus. The 
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town of Smvriiri, 177 years after Christ, was destroyed by 
a dreadful eanhquLike, and restored by Marcus Aurelius. 
Under the Christian emperors it ranked next to Coastanii- 
nople, and enjoyed spiritual supremacy over six dioceses, 
amon^ which was incliided Pelra, the anciont capital of 
Idumea. It wa& ravaged by Tamerlane, and tell under the 
dominion of the Moslems, after liu obstinate defenee by the 
Knights of l^hodes. " The place was tuk(;n by storm; all 
that breathed were put to the sword, and tiie heads of the 
Christian heroes were launched from the ena;ine3, on 
board ol two carracks, or great ships of Europe, that rode 
at anchor in the harbor."* 

July 5th. — In the evening we took a boat and sailed to 
the low spit of huid aliout two miles below the town, 
■where we found donkeys ready bridled and saddled, and 
mounting them we proceeded along a pleasant lane border- 
ed with hedi^-es aiul trees, through corn-fields, ricl) vine- 
yards, and groves of olives, to iJie village of Bournabal, the- 
lavorUt^ country residence of the rich Smyrna merchants.— 
We passed througli a dirty dark Ijazaar, crossed the pro- 
menade of the village, where several })retty Greek girls 
were walking, and look up our abode at a small country 
house to which we had been invited. 

In ilie environs of the village arc several very fine houses 
fitted up with European luxuries, and surrounded by beau- 
tiful gardens, the residence of the English or French mer- 
chants, consuls, &c. The finest house and (harden belongs 
to an Ihidish meichanl, who lias spent several thousand 
pounds upon it, and has furnished it in the most elegant 
manner. The views from some of these houses, and espe- 
cially from the mountain sides, arc lovely. The valley, 
richly clothed with olive trees, is hemmed in by lofty 
mountains, and bounded by the gulf, which presents the 
appearance ol a large blue lake. Tf;e walks early in the 
morning over the inoiuUains are most delightful and refresh- 
ing, and the scenery is very lovely. The gardens are brd- 
liant with tlie beautiful red blossoms of tlie pomegranate, 
and perfumed with those of the orange and the citron, and 
tlie parterres of flowers are most i>;orneously arrayed with 
superb scarlet carnations and roses. Balls and fetes fre- 
quendy take place, and time is passed in the search of 
amusement. 

•GiUmhi. 
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BbWm of young girls may be seen of as evetiing peram* 
bulating the walks, and on Sunday I have seen fine figuree 
kneeUng in the single Ca^lolic eliapel, and dark eyes thai 
must sadly disUirb the devotional feelings of the young 
men. But the oppressive heat of the day and the mns- 
qoittoes at night have effectually deprived me of all enjoy- 
ment 

July 9lh.-*— Being invited to spend some time at Boojah, 
the rivd village to Boumahat, called the Endish village, 
from the number of English merchants resimng there, I 
mounted a donkey and rode through the rich plain. I tia<* 
versed a beautiful lane bordered on each side with hedges 
of luxuriant myrtle, and passed a turkish burying ground^ 
near to which, built Into the wall bordering the road, were 
fragments of marble cdlnifans* Not &r horn this spot are 
some hot springs, supposed to be the ancient baths of 
Diana. 

The sun was sinking into the JSgean sea as I ascended 
the mountain path from the rich vaUey, the waters of the 
gulf were of the deepest blue, and the soil and varied 
tints spread over the distant mountains added gicatly to the 
beauty of the landscape. Crowds of pale-faced merchants, 
' sallow Jews, and numerous women in wide voluminous 
habits, mounted on donkeys and mules, were jostling each 
other along the narrow track, on their way from the hot 
town to the pure and cooler air of the open valley. 

The situation of Boujah is not so fine nor so picturesque 
as that of Bournabat, but being higher and there being less 
water, it Is free from musquittoes, a sad torment at the lat- 
ter place, and the nights are cooler. In the delijsrhful villa 
of an English merchant, I am surrounded by Kaglish luxu- 
ries and conveniences, and ei^oy the advantages of pleasant 
and agreeable society. 

July 11th. — In Smyrna the plague still continues but is 
not violent; and here, at a distance from it, social familiari- 
ties are not discontinued; large walking parties are formed 
in the cool of the evening, and reunions of the different fa- 
milies take place in the gardens, or on the long stone benches 
in front of the mansions. 

ThB society is enlivened by the presence of the officers 
of the British ships of war on this station, who frive occa- 
sional balls and pic-nics. There arc a great many pretty 
Greek girls, the daughters of iho richest ot the Greek mer^ 
chants, numerous Levantine Udies, d very uiixed race, and 
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several highly accomplished English girls, just returned to 
their families at Smyrna after receiving their education in 
England. A German baroness, too, has lately arrived, a talent-* 
ed and inquisitive lady, a most exquisite singer, and a great 
addition to the agreeable concerts got up by the ladies near- 
ly every evening. 

Were it not for the fine fresh breezes from the gulf 
Smyrna the heat would now be intense, and is notwith- 
standing, in the ipiddle of the day, unpleasant. The ther- 
mometer in a. cool room with the shutters closed varies 
from 78^ to 83^, and in th^ shade ooX of doors from 84? 
to 94". We all undress and go to bed at three p.]i« and 
sleep till six. 

The moonlight nights are delightful: no dewfalls as yet, 
and no one thinks of going to bed until after midnight. 
We have a delightful house, a fine vineyard bordered with 
iig uees, and the fruit is fast ripening. In a pleasant iuosky 
shaded by mulberry trees and- exposed to Uie sea breeze, 
we spend our mornings in reading or in smoking long 
Turkish pipes filled with the delicious Latakia tobacco* 

July 15th.— The first view of the gulf fnom the hill 
on the road between Boujah and Smyrna is most lovely. 
Immediately below is a small luxuriant, valley shaded with 
' rich green foliage, encircling light elegant Turkish houses,, 
and spanned at the upper end by the lofty arches of a vene- 
rable aqueduct. In m>nt is the bold eminence of Mount 
Pagus, with the lofty ruined castle on its summit, and be- 
yond, the rich plain, the stately cypresses of the burying 
ground, and the blue expanse of the gulf surrounded by 
waving shadowy mountains. The little secluded valley is 
called by the Franks fhe valley of Bt Anne, and the spot 
Where the aqueduct crosses it at the upper end is called the 
Idttle Faradige* The river Meles flows under the aque- 
duct, which is sixty feet high, having seven arches above 
and two below, and is 20D feet across. It was erected by 
the vizier Aehmet, in 1674; and it carries a fine stream of 
water across the valley to the castle hill, where a water- 
course excavated in the side of the mount carries the water 
on to the supply of the town. Above this aqueduct, on the 
right bank of the Meles, is an old wall, through which the 
lower road to Boujah b carried, supposed by Chandler to 
be the wall of the Pommrium, which surrounded the city, 
aC a distance. Cloee to this old wall, a tomb excavate4 ih ' 
the rock has lately been discovered, in which were fouiid 
some coins* 
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July 16th. — I rode this evening to the fomantic spot 
called the Great Paradise in contradistinction to the Little 
Piuradise, where the Meles is croeaed by a loftier and larger 
aqueduet than bestrides the valley, at the latter place* To 
this pleaaant'Bpot the Franks firom Smjrma frequently resort 
on festive oecaaions* The aqueduct is very Iffty and pie- 
tureaqne, being seventy feet high» 3S0 feet long, and having 
foa^leen arches. There is a picturesque water-mill on the 
opposite side, and beyond is another smaller aqueduct qov* 
ered with ivy and shrubs luxuriating along the watercoufsef 
which is beautifully cemented on .the inaide» and conveya a 
delicious stream of cool crystal water te Smyrna. The 
locka below are shaded by shrubs, among iwhich the laurel 
xoae, covered with blossoms, is pre-eminent* Beyond thia' 
spot the stream of the Meles flows in a ravine betweeic 
steep banks covered with dwarf shrubs, whose aspect ia 
delightful and refreshing in the midst of the parched, burnt 
up country. 

July 17th.— *I rode to the pleasant village of Scdekuy, 
two hours distant from Boujah, and passed a thicket from 
behind which some robbers a few days ago fired at a cara- 
van, wounded several men, and literally cut a poor Jew into, 
pieces. Jt is the custom for people in this country to carry 
their money rolled up in their belts, which in this case 
were soon ripped open, aikd near 500/. in hard cash were 
secured by the robbers, who rode away on horseback. 
There is, 1 am told, no chance of their apprehension.^ 

The country is solitary and little cultivated, but as we 
approached Sedekuy we entered a picturesque lane, and 
rode through a beautiful valley studded with vineyards and 
corn fields, and bounded beyond by the range of Mount 
Corax. Here at Sedekuy are numerous villas belonging to 
the families of Dutch and English merchants. There is 
scarcely a Turk in the place, almost ^e whole population 
being Greek. I observed numerous Greek girls standing 
at the doors of the Iiouses, all of whom were spinning cot- 
ton, but only one of them, a girl filling a Watei^pitcher at a 
fountain, had any pretensions to beauty. 

July 18th. — Riding into Smyrna this morning, I encoun- 
tered in the principal street of the Frank quarter a family be- 
ing led ofi" to the plague hospital, preceded and followed 
by a man with a long sticky shouting to the people lo-get 
out of the way; doors were hastily shut, the passengers 
shrunk into comers and gazed with pity aiid alGoght on a 
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young mother with an infant at her breast, and a numerous 
family of young children, being hurried along to that place 
of horror and disea?=;e. As soon as ;\ny member of a family 
is attacked, the \vho!e family ^ and all who have been in 
coiiiiounication witli ihem, are carried to the plague hos- 
pital; the furniture is burnt, and the house shut up, (i. e. in 
the Frank quarter,) where the sanatory regulations are 
under the European consuls. These hospitals are attended 
by persons who, having had the plague once, are not likely 
to take it again; the most horrid stories are told of iheir 
hastening the end of their poor patients, and even strangling 
them, in order to make sure of the perquisites of their 
office; so that the Greeks who can alTord ii subscribe to an. 
hospital which they have furnished, as do also the English 
and other Europcniis, who have provided an extensive and 
comfortable eslubiishment for the reception of themselves 
and families if taken ill; but it is little occupied, in conse- 
quence of the great care they take against contagion. 

The plague is very mild, at present, but as occasional 
isolated cases are constantly appearing in different quarters 
of tlie town, and even in the Frank quarter, precautions 
are still adopted, the houses arc shut up, and the town is 
most triste and gluoiny in appearance. 

The nature of the disease is immediately known by the 
buboet; that break out in different parts of tlie body, gene- 
rally under the arm-pits. If the person will recover, a 
mild buboe makes its appearance, which sloughs oif a 
quantity of flesh, and the lower orders of people have a 
most disgusting superstition, that this flesh, dried in the 
sun and hung round the neck, is a sovereign remedy against 
the disease; soineumes inoculation is resorted to by the 
Turks wlitii tlie plague is bad, but this experiment is too 
dangerous to become popular. 

The disease, Irom all concurrinsf testimony, is propoga- 
ted by contagion, but the propagation of the contagion ap- 
pears to depend upon the state of the atmospliere, as the 
disease is irequently most materially checked by a change 
in the wind, or temperature of the weather; probably from 
the effect of the change upon the liuman frame, rendering 
it more or less predisposed to the taking of the malady. 
When the disease is bad, all scents and strong smelling sub- 
stances are avoided, no meat is coolied, and lowers are not 
allowed near the houses. 

July 19lh.~The English Protestant service is performed 
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in the village every Sunday at one of the private houses by 
the English chaplain of Smyrna, or some of the American 
or English misbioiianes. Every Sunday evening, about 
sunset, tlie Greek ladies of the village with their friends 
from the adjacent town, seat themselves on the ground 
along various iiule eminences on the road to Smyrna, 
dressed in lofty enuniious gauze turbans and in short 
jackets of satin or velvet embroidered with gold; these 
jackets are left open in front displa)'ing an under vest and a 
gauze handkerchief which covers the bosom, the sleeves 
are made tight to the arm as far as the elbow, from whence 
they are split open and hang down exposing tiie wrist and 
a long loose gauze shirt sleeve; with this upper dress ihey 
wear a gown similar to that worn by European ladies, 
which gives their whole attire a strange incongruous ap- 
pearance. The Turkish ladies, who wear a jacket some- 
what similar to this, are clothed in long flowing satin 
trousers bound at the waist by a Cashmere shawl, and 
have a loose vest which trails upon the ground and a long 
train behind, making the whole dress appear in character; 
but this Greek costume of a jacket worn with a gown, and 
white cotton or silk stockings and black shoes, has a grace- 
less and inelegant appearance. One has certainly the dis- 
advantage of seeing it on all the old and middle-aged 
women, the young girls universally preferring the European 
dress with the addition of a little crimsou cloth or velvet 
cap with a gold flower worked on the top, and a long pend- 
ent bine i:iss(4 fastened graceluliy to one side of the head. 
'Hie (Jixeks generally appear to be dropping the costume 
they jiave been accustomed to wear, for the Frank dress. 
Tlie men seem gradually exchanging their loose petticoat 
trowsers, jackets, and caps, for pantaloons, coats, and 
hats. 

The European dress is considered a mark of distinction 
by the Christian merc-intile population, and many of the 
Armenians, on becoming rich, throw off their long cloaks 
and calpacks, or pincushion head-dress, and adopt coats and 
hats. I recollect the other day a gay gentleman in a frock- 
coat being pointed out to me, with a curl of the lip, as a 
man wiio a few years back wore the calpack, but having 
acquired some property, now considered himself of suffi- 
cient consequence to put on Frank liabiiiments. I am at a 
loss to conceive why these latter should be tfiought to con- 
fer any mark of distinciioa upon the wearer, as the greatest 
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iDgnet and blackguards in the town Bport it as well as &e 
mpectable Fnink merchants. 

The Armenian subjects of the Porte, numbers of whom 
aboond in Smyrna, are the most industrious and valuaUe 
portion of the Turkish community. With the Greeks they 
transact almost all the commerce transacted by the sufcjeets 
of the Porte, the I'urks themselves being too la^ and in* 
dotent They travel with caravans through the interioTy 
and penetrate with their goods into Europe. They are fru- 
gal and economical, living chiefly upon rice; they spread 
themselves throngliout every portion of the empinSy and 
mainly contribute to the support of what little remaining 
industry exists among the Turkish population, by procuring 
a ready market for different commodities produced in the 
interior. 

Turkey has to thank Shah Abbas the First, the greatest 
monarch of Peniat for this valuable portion of her indus* 
trious population. The Turks, in their attacks, always en- 
tered Persia through Armenia, and Shah Abbas, to stop 
their incursions, laid waste and depopulated the whole 
country, transporting the Armenians to other portions of his 
dominions. Scattered, dispersed, and deprived of their 
GOnntry, the Armenians thus gradually spread themselves 
over the whole of Asia, and have ever been distinguished 
by their industry and patient sufferance, and their skill in 
the manufacture of silk. 

July 20th. — Among the European merchants of Smyrna, 
the character of the Turks for probity and honor stands 
highy while that of the Greeks stands universally low. In 

contracts and engagements, the Turk is true to his word, 
and if you can induce him to make a promise, he will re- 
ligiously keep it. Not so, however, with the Greeks, who 
are not trusted an inch by the English merchants. 

As the fruit in the Tineyard is ripening, the English gen- 
tleman witii whom I am staying, has sent into Smyrna for 
a Turk to come and watch the grapes, not venturing to trust 
a Greek with any responsibility. I was pleased with the 
native dignity and high independent bearing of tlie man 
when he arrivedy so dSSferent from the people of most other 
nations in his condition of life. He has constructed for 
lumself a little but in the middle of the vineyard, under an 
olive tree, where he watches with his gun and a dog during 
the night. On my first meeting him in the morning, he ge- 
nerally salllles me with CqidanrCi^^g9ilHH^eahi'*^Q9:i^ 
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tHlii,xCbplmD« how do y&oi dof * and aAer breakfi»t,-wlieji 
we weeftd the kiosk, which i» on -a letrel with Ihe finl floor 
of the hoQse, shaded by mnlbenj-tfees, to read or to amoke, 
he geneiaUy inafces httf appeaiance with his f^ipe and a Kttle 
naS which he lays down under an olive-tree just belowt 
aAd'cominences a oonveraation with the master or the hovae 
and oitiaelvea above, wit^ a* oeolnefli and quiet dignitv of 
onamer qnite novel, he being in hie own estimation the best 
man of the party. His convertationf in Turkish, was con* 
dueled with an ease and independence of opinion quite 
nttnar ^le. * 
' Upon the subject of Turkey, he says that it is a doomed 
nation, that God has thrown dust into the eyes of her ruleiSt 
and has blinded .their senses. Their exactions, he says, 
have been so great, that the country is exhausted^ and there 
is now scarcely any thing more left for them to take. He 
himself has a wife and family, in a complete state of desti* 
lotion, in the interior, and has nothing to send them; for- 
merly he possessed a little merchandise, and a property^ 
consisting of a few camels and some cattle, and was in the 
habit of travelling about with goods; but the Aga has come 
upon him so often for money, that he is now completely 
stripped of every thing, and when they come again, he hae 
nothing led for them to take, but his life,. which, says he, 
belongs to the Grand Signior, and the sooner he comes and 
takes it now the better. On my showing him a drawing of 
the Sultan in his Turkish robes, as before the adoption of 
the Frank dress, he shook his head and said, Ah! Sultan 
Hahmoud is now dressed in nonsense and folly; he haa 
sold himself to the Russians, and stretches out his hands to 
the infidels. He turns his back upon his true subjects, and 
takes away all their money; he has been made to eat dirt; 
and if France aiid England would come and take the coun- 
try, and keep it out of the hands of the Russians, it would 
beaffoodjob." 

' ** Our cbuntry," says he, is like a loaf of bread, first 
one cuts a slice away, and then another, till at last we have 
only got^e crumbs remaining. At the hour of prayer, he 
is to be seen laying down his pipe, fetching ai pitcher of 
water, washing his arms, dbows, feet, &c.; and then 
arranging his mat, he revecendy performs hi|i devotions un- 
der the shade of the oli?e-trec, bowing his forehead to the 
earth, and suffering himself to bo interrupted by nodung 
whatever during the ccommy. 
Vol. 1^17 
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July 21st.— To-day some flour was wanted from Smyrna* 
and the Turk was desired to go into the town with a donkey 
and buy some. In the market there is a duty on all flour 
coming out into the country, and, to evade this duty, the 
Greek servant instructed him to tell the custom-house of«* 
ficers at the entrance of the town that the flour came from 
a magazine of the family which had already paid ihe duty. 
The Turk immediately came to the master of the house, 
related the occurrrnce, and declined going if his inaslAK 
joined the Greek servant in wishing him to tell a lie. 

July 22d. — The village of Boujah is governed by an 
Aga. He is iippoiiiicd by the Musselim of Smyrna, and 
lias a certain number of police oflicers under him. The 
other day a disturbance took place in the village— -the Aga 
rushed with a greal riding-whip, attended by his officers to 
the scene of contention, laying about him, right and left, 
over the heads of all assembled, the lookers on as well as 
the guilty; those who were likely to have any money 
were immediateiy takeA. upt and baatiaa4oad UAtU lUey paid 
a fine. 

Here in Turkey if a man becomes rich, various endea- 
vors arc made to entrap him in the commission of some 
trivial oflence as a pretext for imposing a fine; if this fails, 
the A era sends word iliat he wants so much money, and u 
is dangerous to refuse the whole sum demanded, and some- 
times even a part. The A^-.is and Governors sit smoking 
on their divans all day long, ready to administer justice and 
settle disputes. There are no lawyers to mystify the case, 
and each party pleads his own cause. Tlie tirst step for 
bringing a suit into court Is to lodge a formal complaint be- 
fore the Aga, who sends his officers (o apprehend tlie de- 
fendant, and bnng the parlies before fiim to hear their 
dispute. A violent nltereaiion and ciiseussion then take« 
place, which is terminaled very frequently by the Aga's 
being unable to distinguish which part\ is in the rights 
when he gives them lK)th the basimado, and sends them 
about tlieir business. The parlies are their own witnesses, 
and are allowed to swear to the truth of their stalemenla 
upon tlie Koran, if a man owes a debt, the creditor com- 
plains to the Ag-a, who sends for the man, puts him into 
prison, and innicts occasional bastinadoes nnlil the money 
is collected and brought to hirn; he then periiaps pays one- 
third to the plaintiff, reserving the rest for his trouble, or 
Stains the whole, to be set.ajiaiQAi ihe piaiotiff'a piobaUa 
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defictn ill ths nekt-yBav's lMMi orria^lh^ last yi^aar's 6MlUi<- 
butions. 

- The Aga Hi alw^s remarkably. ciTil ta me; almost every 
oveittDg I encontiler him on hoMback, attended by three 
finiir of his bfficers on foot, rmmtiig by Ibt side of Jus 
lierse, when he inratiably makes a polite bow. . » 
' Ju^i^d;»Tbis evening at dusk, hearing music in the 
oourtpyard of the Aga^it houae^ I mentatfd in. He imine^ 
diateiy descried me* and ordered one of his servants .10 
bfing me 'a coshioil sit down on* There was a large as^ 
semblage oCcomfiany, moat of whom a|^aied« like myself^ 
tp'have dropped in uninvited to witness some of the dano> 
ing'of ihis coantry, whiph was being exhibited for the 
amusemeni- and reiaxatioir o£ his exceUiney afier the honie 
of business* 

The Aga was seated on a divan smoking his pipe. Ire- 
garding with satisfaction the evolutions of the dancers, who 
elicited occaiiottaL loud bursts, of meidment from the do-* 
ligfaifeed epectatosil The daneers .were Greeks, two mett« 
1& one in his> pvoper character, tbe other dressed up a»ft 
Turkish female. The man heid -m one han&a iighted can- 
dle, and accompanied the. OMsto wilb snging^ in 4i strong 
naasd twang, whib the sham woan* beat time with casta* 
netSy and mored in a ciidefoniid the min with those peeup* 
liar gestines. net to be conceived by those who have not 
been in the east. The- seene, I recc^ecty ended by the 
man and the pretmdedi woman being seen sprawling toge- 
ther on the floor with the light puffed out, amid peals of 
laughter from th^ spectators. I took the opportunity to 
make my escape, fearful lest the Aga should have asked my- 
opinion of his delightful way of spending his time. 

Voluptuous dancerH are the chief amusement of the Turk* 
ish women; they are generally females of the lowest class, 
and most depraved morals; but the richer of the Turkish 
ladies generally have their own slaves jmifessionally edn* 
cated in these passion inspiring movements; and I do h^ 
that this peculiar sl^le of dancing« exhibited in the recesm 
of the harem by a group .of fine 'Geor|^ and Oireassiaii 
slaves, is very attractive. 

The music is monotonous, but pleasing rather than other- 
wise; the airs mostly admired are Persian; they have no 
notes, but employ letters to indicate the different sounds 
and the time. The general instrament appears to be a sort 
of guitar* pk^ed with a qaillor pieoe of wood. 
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July 24th.— We are at present favored with a lar^e en- 
campment of Turcomans in the plain In the west of the 
Tillage, wnndering irii^es, who carry their tents and provi- 
sions on mules and horses; they encamp sometimes for 
months together on tfie same spot; the mules and horses 
tied together by long strings are left to browse the dry grass 
and slirubs, attended by hundreds of dogs. On approach- 
ing the encampment, the incessant barking of dogs, the 
braymg of jackasses, and the crowing of cocks were dis- 
tracting. The whole encampment, was surrounded by an 
inclosure, which we walked round, earnestly watched by 
gome wdd fiirures in laitered shirts, w ith a piece of linen 
wound round their heads and malcldocks in their iiands.-— 
Their huts are arched, and formed of bent twigs, covered 
witii tarpaulin or leaves, and earth and dry grass. 

The presence of these wild people is a source -of alarm 
and anxiety to ail the neighboring villages, from their thiev- 
ish propensities. They made the round of the houses of 
Boujah w^ith a pretended view of telling fortunes, but with 
the real design of making otf with the moveables of the ia« 
habitants, in which they succeeded to a great extent. 

These Turcomans are a portion of the great Tartar tribey 
and spring from the same stem as the Turks. Pastoral, 
like the Bedouin Arabs, they traverse ini'"^ ti- e tracts to 
Drocure subsistence for tl leir numerous e rds of camels, 
builaloes, goats and sheep. Tljey breed horses and sell 
them, together with milk, butter, and meat to the different 
towns and villages, and lake in return, arms, Hothes and 
money. Their women spin wool and make carpets. Each 
camp IS uuder a chief, w^hosc power is regulated by custom 
and circumstance, and the abuse of it is restrained by pub- 
lie opinion. In the summer, they come northward, where 
they find pasturaije in greater abundance, and pay so much 
a tent to the different governors for pasturing their cattle 
over the uninelosed, uncultivated districts. These tribes, 
which, like the Bedouins, liave led the same mode of life 
from lime immemorial, are supposed to be alluded to in the 
14th verse of the 27th chapter of Ezekiel. " Tliey of the 
house oi 'i'ogarmnh traded iu thy fairs with horses and 
horsemen and mules." 
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CHAPTER XIU. 

ftVINS Ot CPBS8178*— A PIO inC.*-THE OROTIO OF HOMBR. 
-^TURKISH HAREU«<«-CARMIVAL C08TUME8.^A8CBNT OF 
MOITifT TAKHTALI. — ^rATIMA.~TIBIT TO SSDSKUT.— ^TSB 
OARQENS of BHTRNA,— excursion to mrilFqEU.— CfARA* 

Vans of fios. 

'MagnifioentifB ^era ndmiretid ezitaft Templam Epbesie IKaim. 

Fuinr, LIB* xxzvi. 14* 

ft 

■ 

* JinrT.29th.^Tbe raiiiB of BphesuB are two short days* 
jonmey from Smyrna. 

Beyond the pretty viUage of Sedekuy, two hburs distant 
from Boajidiy the country is everywhere solitary^ and un* 
pictoNjsqiie; the ground is covered with burnt up grass and 
thorny bushes, mosdy dead at this season of the year. 

One hour from Sedekuy is the village of Gumbarbashe, 
lying in the plain» eonsnting of a few wooden houses^ Biir» 
fouiraed by a few green trees, above which may be seen a 
taperinff minaret; beyond this, the country is nndulatiog and 
covered with dwarf shrubs. About two hours and a half 
from Sedekuy is the mined village of Danizzi; it was burnt 
and destroyed by a party of Samiotes durin|^ the Greek 
war. Beyond extends a wide, solitary, uncultivated plain. 
Several burial grounds may be observed, near one of which 
on an emiDencey are the supposed mins of the ancient Me* 
tmpolis, eoDMSting of shattered walls* in which some pillars, 
architraves, and fragments of maihle have been built. 
Shordy before arriving at Ephesus, the road skirts along 
some abrupt precipices at the base of Mount Gallesiis« The 
soil of the plain appears rich; it is covered with a rank, 
burnt up vegetation, and is every where deserted and soli* 
tary: — 

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus, Write • * • » 
Remember, therefore, from whence thou art falton* and 
fspent, and do the first woiiDs, Or ^e 1 will come upon 
thee iiakskiy, and wili remove thy oandlestiek out of ilt 
plaee unless thou iepent'**-lRev. 
The jpUn of Gplmas is now a dneaiytiiMiilttvatMispott 

17* 
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bordered by picturesque mountains; a few corn-fields are 
scattered along the site of ihe ancient city, which is marked 
by some large masses of shapeless ruins and slone walls. 
Towards the son, ?up posed to be ihe ancient port, extends 
a pestilential jnar^fi; and to sleep on the spot, at this season 
of the year, is aiieiided with certain lever. Along the slope 
of the mouniam, and over the plain, are scattered fragments 
of masonry and detached ruins, but nothing can at this pe- 
riod be fixed upon as the great temple of Diana, There 
are some broken columns, and capitals of the Corinthian 
order, of white marble; the diameter of the columns being 
four feet six inches, and the length of the shaft, which is of 
one entire piece of stone, thirty-niiie feet two inches. There 
are also ruins of a theatre, conbiriiing of some circular seats, 
and nujnerous arches, supposed to be the one in which St, 
Paul was preaching when they inierrupn tl him with shouts 
of ** Great is the Diana of ilie Epheeians." Her temple is 
said to iiave been adorned wiih 120 columns, ilie shaft of 
each being sixty feet high, to have been the first specimen 
of the Ionic, and to liave taken 220 years in building. It 
exercised the talents and genius of all the first painters and 
sculptors of the day, among whom were Praxiteles and his 
son Cephidorus, and Apelles. It was Ijurnt down by Era- 
tostratus, an Ephesian, to eternise (according to i'Jutarch, in 
vit. Alex.) his name; and this occurrence taking place the 
very night that Alexander was born, it was said that the 
goddess, being absent at the labors of Olympias, was unable 
to prevent the catastrophe! 

It is melancholy to tliink of the numerous cities that once 
overspread this continent, now waste and desolate, the 
habitation only of wolves and jackalls. Marble is now no 
longer quarried from mount Prion. The ancient port of 
Ephesus is a swampy marsh, aad ihe renowned city reduced 
to one or two mud huts.* 

Travelling at this season of the year is far from agreeable, 
and I was delighted to become once more an inmaie of our 
clean and comfortable villa at Boujah. The fruit is now 
delicious, and we get a large plate of the finest figs every 
morning ai breakfast. 

August 1st. — Yesterday evening, the officers of his Ma- 
jesty's ships of war in the port gave a grand pic nic at the 
romantic spot called (he Great Paradise," where the river 

* Chandkr gives 4 oopioua description oi the raios of Js^phemii^ 
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Meles is bcstrided by a gigantic ruined aqueduct covered 
with dwarf shrubs and creepinj^ plani;^; n luile bit of green 
sward close by the river side, the only patch of green to be 
found in the country at this season, was carefully mown; 
two large tents were pitched; sundry handsome little English 
sailor-boys presided over hampers of porter and wine, and 
the surrounding rocks were covered with cLothsy disiieet aod 
cold viands. 

Crowds of young ladies from Boujah, Smyrna, and 
Bournabat successively arrived on donkeys, mules, on 
horse-back and on foot. Gay young Smyrniotes were to 
be seen scourinf^ the fields on horses boasted to be of Arab 
origin, and auiong them the portly English consul, curvetting 
on a fine mare, accompanied by two gay individuals in tur- 
bans and oriental dresses, just arrived from Eiifrland, stvled 
Persian Prmces, and who, after having been feted and 
leasied there, were now flattered, feted and feasted in Smyr- 
na, notwithstanding many shrewd suspicions that were in- 
dustriously eircnlatecl about them, and grave assertions 
made, that one was the JShah's barber and the other liis baker. 

There was a great sprinkling of beauty among the ladies, 
most of whom wore the graceful litde cap and tassel, of 
which some were red, some purple, and some had numerous 
gold threads intertwined with the blue silk. There were 
several very pretty Greek girls, but all in the European style 
of dress, none venturinf^^ to appear in the short embroidered 
jacket, or Greek costume, whicli would have been considered 
decidedly vulgar. Before dancmn; commenced, numerous 
walkinor parties were formed to viinit the romantic environs. 
Gentlemen, to show their rourafifc, walked boldly across the 
ruined aqueduct at an elevation of seventy feet, amid the 
screams and shudders of the ladies. Others went to visit 
the Grotto of Homer, near an old romantic water-mill, over- 
shadowed by a large plane tree, and snrrounded by streams 
of water gusiiing swiftly from the rocks, 'llns is the cave 
pointed out by the ancient Smyrniotes as the spot in which 
Homer composed his verses, mentioned by Pausanias,* a 
fact not at all probable, as it is a mere hollow in tlie rock, 
and the poet might have found a much more agreeable retire- 
ment further on. 

Of all the seven cities who claimed lo be the birtlipiace 
of Homer» 
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**-8eiilBni niW oirteiit 4e flarpa inmgnit Htpmrir 
Smyrna, Chum, CSolophoOi SaluniB, Bhodoii Arfoi^ Aibmm* 

Smyrna seems to have the be^t pretensions; and so con- 
vinced were its ancient inhabitants of the strength of their 
claims, that they struck a brass coin called the Homerium. ' 

Returning from this grotto, I ran across a vineyard to a 
small country villa, the only house in the neighborhood, and 
having seen some ladies of the party entering a small door- 
way, I opened the portal and walk^ into a garden, where 
I was very shortly encountered by a black slave with a flat 
nose, as ugly as Satan, having a long white stick in his 
hand. He began to scream and make violent demonstra- 
tions with loud shouts of " Harem;" and the ladies who had 
just entered rushing out, begged me immediately to go 
away as their sex only was privileged to enter the sacred spot. 

Passing to the exterior of the mansion, I observed two 
young Turkish females, who had partly opened the lattice 
above to get a peep at the festive throng congregating on the 
banks of the Meles. They manifested no alarm whatever 
at their faces being seen, but burst into a loud laugh. There 
is something very fascinating, elegant, and attractive in the 
oriental style of dress. Both these girls bad amazingly long 
hair, which fell all down their backs. They had both of 
them purple embroideied jaekels, and ihe bosom was most 
lavishly displayed. > I involantary halted for a moment; 
both 'instantly vanishedt and the latdee was shut fast. I was 
walking on when an old Turk snddenly made his appear- 
snee round a distant angle of the bnilding, and seeing me, 
immediately quickened his pace to a faster rate of walking 
than he had probably indulged in for a long period, at the 
same time catching up a stone in his hand. I walked away 
with as much composure and dignity as I could ansteTf 
sadly afraid I should have been sainted with thestoliei when 
it is impossible to say what might hvre been die eons^ 
qnence. The old fellow howeter followed me only onlil I 
had departed some distance from his lioose, ^Kmting oaf 
abusive epithets with a Stentorian Toiee, one of which I un^ 
dentood from a Smvcniote who was within hearing, was» 

May God change thee .into a> dog or a pig!'' 
. Tlie sun .having set, dancing commenced on the |reeQ 
swaidy and was kept up indefatigably by moonlight nntil the 
following morning. The Smyrna giils are most determined 
danceisi and during the camivid they tell me they hayo 
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often daacod for twelve eeneeciilm h4iiiii^--lfoai eif^i ia 
Uie OTe&ing nntil eight llie next morning. 

A etranger deeiring to see Eastern costumes should eomer 
to Smyrna during ^ Csamk,^ the Levantine giri» Uien 
dieae themselves .in ereiy roecies end vaiie^ of oriental 
dress, and ehow off at the bws given twice a week at the , 
Casino* A more brilbant and interesting sight can« I am 
told* fleaicely be imagined;— the display of beauty most be^ 
of no ordinary desoription-^nd as the Smyrna merchants 
are very weuthy, and their daughters very fond of dceea, 
the costumes are no doubt worth seeing. 

Their constant intercoorse with Turkish females gives 
them an opportunity- of stndiring every variety and p^Boli* 
arity of oriental dress. 

Ang; 8d.^^-^ htBgp riding party left the village this eveii^ 
ing to ascend the lofty mountain of Takhtali, the andenl , 
Maatoma mentioned by Pliny. It is abont six hours to the 
east of Smyrna, and a prominent feature in the landscape. 
Many of the gentlemen were armed to the teeth with guns 
and pistols, and others had ewords girt nrand their loins as 
if they expected to encounter a £iet of aimed robbeis,^ 
whereas a timid hare or a few wild cats were the onlVt 
Uvinff objects they were at all likely to meet with on the road. 

The country to the base of Takhtali is every where soli- 
tary and lon^y. On all sides towards the interior, wavuw 
ridges of mountains, wide rocky districts, covered vrith 
dnw shmbs, and here and there open spots dotfied with 
dry grass and bnint up weeds meet the eye. There is no 
eidtivattOB, there is no habitation, nor tiace of man for miles; 
but in Uie repose and solitude of these wild tradLs there is 
certainly a soothing charm which we taste not amid the ooIf 
tivated fidda and m dwellings of men. Freed from the 
busy worid and the every day oaies of litis we feel eaeaped 
fiom trifling excitement and wearisome ooeopadonai to the 
perception of a new sense of enjoyment in the alienee and 
retirsment of ti^e untrodden solitude.- ^ : > 

As we saeended and descended sooeessive emlneniees, I 
observed a dasky^ lonely country spread below, by the faini 
lufht of the riaittg maQtt;tho night waa fast waning, and many • 
ef the bright state we had aeen in the zenith when we left 
fkm viQage were now feat approaehing the western horiaon* 

The aaeent of TakhtaU is at first gradual. The eountiy 
ia broken into ravines; but there an none of the tieea and 
foieala whioh ganeiaUy add so oNKhto tlie beanqrof mooH 
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taiB flceneif. Aft^restmg some time nt the bate of lite 
steepesi pari of the mooBtain, we commMioeil the ascent on 
foot'Ofer loose stones and nioksi there wa» net a blade of 
mss or a sin)^ shrub to be seen. From the summitt which 
la elevated eboot 5000 feet -above the gulf of Smyrna* a 
mod and magnificent proepeel ia presented to the eye, em^ 
Efadng the distant Mediterranean, ue windtng gulf bordered 
by Utie monnlaiaa^ the rich plain at the end of ity aad- wide 
utidalatiiig solitary distiieta inclosed by vaet langee of 
mountains, which stretch away to the north-eaat and south, 
until they lose themsehresin the distant <blue haxe. To the 
aorth and west Takhtali rises almost 'perpendioulariy for 
BBar 2000 feet, and the shelving rocks 'aibfd a- aoUtme 
prospect into the chasms and guUeys below. The priaeipal 
range of mountains that strikes the eye foom this lofty emi- 
aeaoe is the bdd range of Jdooat Tnolae^ 

** ri^et sntom alls 

Tiuolus ia ascensu" • . • . 

Ovid, Met. ii. v. 150. 

often spoken of by ancient poets and historians, and at one 
time famous for the wine it produced. 

Hinc, note Baccho Tmolm sttollit juga." 

' SeiwaoA, PacBir. €04. 

A iiglit white mist curled nlono- the northern side of the 
mountain, and partially obscured the valley below; but to 
the southward the extensive prospect, and the wavy blue 
mountain rid^s appeared deac and dislmct ia tke-bxighi 

morning's sun. 

We had a tragical descent. The heat became intense, 
nnd the jjlare from the rocks most dazzhng; the loose 
stones roiled from nnder us — the young ladies lost their 
8hoes»--their tender feet were rudely cut wiili the sharp 
rocks; some sUd, some rolled, and all were constandy 
tumbling; veils were lost, dresses torn, parasols broken; 
and at last, fatigued and fainting, they gained tlie shelter of 
some rocks, under which the doid;eys, horses, and mules 
were ready arranf^ed for mounting. Here matters were 
somewhat repaired, and tlie whole party returned to Boujah 
without any of the gentlemen havin<r had an opportunity of 
displaying their coura2:e by the shootm^ of a brigand, or 
their murderaua propensities by the slaughter of a hare* 
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Aug. 4lh. — A fine old English lady, the widow of ihe 
late excellent British consul at Smyrna, describes enthusi- 
astically the beauty of many Turkish ladies whom she has 
been in the habit of visiting; among them is a young lady 
of the name of Fatima, the principal wife of the late gov- 
ernor of Smyrna, to whom she was in the habit of paying 
frequent visits. From her discription, it appears that these 
ladies are generally very lair, with black eyes, black hair, 
and beautiful teeth. Fatima was brought to Smyrna by the 
governor when she was about eighteen years of age, and 
appears to have been a most stylish person. She never 
appeared more than once in the same dress. She was 
sometimes habited in light blue, at other times in rose 
colored satin trousers; she wore different colored silken 
vests, and long trailing garments of figured satin; her long 
black hair, interwoven with gold threads, hung down be- 
hind her back and trailed on the divan upon which she sat. 
From the description of her bearing and manners, she ap- 
pears to have been the very beau ideal of every thing cour- 
teous, elegant, and graceful. " . .- ...^ " ♦ 

Aug. 5th. — This morning I accompanied a large party on 
donkeys and horses to spend the day at the pretty village 
of Sedekuy, at the base of Mount Corax. The house of 
a worthy Greek had been hired for our reception, and some 
French gentlemen had forwarded a large store of the spark- 
ling wine for which France is so deservedly celebrated. 

The donkeys in this part of the world are most spirited 
little animals, and almost every young lady possesses her 
favorite jackass, which is adorned with a gay saddle, and 
decorated with beads, shells, and blue fringe. Great emu- 
lation exists between the donkeys, and likewise between the 
fair creatures who ride them, so that no sooner are the girls 
mounted than a race begins, which is not unfrequently ter- 
minated by one of the parties being rolled into the dust. 
No sooner does the width of the path contract, than all the 
donkeys rush together into the narrow passage, one attempt- 
ing to head the other, and the screaming, jostling, and 
squeezing are quite frightful. 

The morning was lovely, but the sun was intensely hot, 
and numerous were the catastrophes that occurred ere we 
reached the village. On arriving, the ladies retired to a 
separate apartment; in a short time they appeared in new 
attire, and radiant in beauty; their straw riding hats had 
been exchanged for the little velvet or cloth cap stuck on 



Digitized by Google 



0 

•M 'BtAlIAlOIW JUI»MJmU$ 

me fide of lihe head, and the Uiie iMe^ mtermixed widi 
iheirlong ringlets, fell graeefally upon their shoulders. 

Under a bnming sun, and almost melted with heat, ure 
threaded our way through the narrow streets to mil the 
principal Fkank families of the place* 

The fimt house we arrived at was the coontry vilk of Ae 
late British^consnl of Smyrna* Orapes of enormone sise 
hung over the doorway, and the interior of the mannon 
was eomraodtons and elegant; the lady of the house con- 
dneted os under some mulberry trees in a beautiful and 
luxuriant garden; the trees were loaded with fruit, and 
some eager individual venturing to shake the boughs, the 
led ripe mulberries M upon the white dresses, kid gloves. 
Cashmere shawls, and velvet eaps, imprinting the mosi 
dreadful crimson stains, and causing great vexailon of spirit. 
These Levantine ladies, however, soon reeover their good 
humor, and afller strolling thnmch the garden we visited 
a luxurious bath, and a splendiia conservatory filled with 
Ihiit 

Another old mansion that we visited bdonged to a Dutch 
ftmily; it possessed some fine rooms ornamented with 
carved wood, and a much admired avenue of trees* On 
our arrival we were offered coffee in small, cups, not bigger 
than an egg cop; a tray was then handed round fiUed with 
conserves, and a glass containing a heap of spoons; each per- 
son took a spoonful of conserve, and then drank a glass of 
cold water, of which there was a quantity well iced in gob- 
lets. The young ladies congregated together on a divan at 
the upper end of the room, which was raised about two 
ibet above the rest of the floor, while the gentlemen walked 
about, talking and snapping their riding whips. 

Fragments of marbles, and several Gredc inscripUons, 
have Imn found in this place. The neighboring mountains 
present lovely walks and most beautiful scenery. 

We returned after dark aniid the bowlings of the jackals 
ftom the neighboring hills, and the gleaming fires of the 
charcoal-burners which sparkled brilliantly on the moon- 
tain*s side. The crickets chirped among the dry grass be- 
low, and numerous flying insects concealed among die 
thickets kept op a continued screeching. The nights m 
this climate are most lovely, and the refreshing coolness Is 
veiT gratdnl after the heat of day. 

August 7di.«-The fine fresh westerly breese ftom the 
gidf of Smyrna to-day ceased, and the th e im omelBl f in a 
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few hours rose lo 104 in the shade outside the house. The 
weather was hazy, and a hot sciroc wind from the south- 
ward blew in puffs and gusts, which were followed by a 
complete lull. To keep the houses cool, the windows are 
all thrown open at night, so as to admit of a thorough 
draught of cool air through the house; soon after sunrise, 
this cool air is shut in by the doors and windows being 
close fastened, and on the side of the house where the sun 
shines, the shutters are fast closed. When a sciroc wind, 
however, blows, it is impossible lo keep the heat out. At 
this season the whole country is burned up excepting the 
gardens, which are delicious from the contrast they present 
to the rest of the country. The environs of Smyrna are 
still green and beautiful, and the gardens more delightful 
than ever from the coolness produced by the luxuriant ver- 
dure, and the plants and vegetables that are still nourished 
by plentiful irrigation. 'I'he river Meles, which flows 
through them, is distributed into small streams by numerous 
water-wheels with buckets attached to them, which raise 
the water into reservoirs, or bring it up from wells sunk in 
damp situations, and the creak of these, turned by oxen, is 
heard evening and morning. It is interesting to watch the 
laborer with a hoe, now making a channel to beds of let- 
tuces or radishes, where the vivifying element is immedi- 
ately absorbed by the parched ground, or conducting it to 
flood, for a short period, a district flourishing in green fod- 
der for catUe. A fine stream of fresh water is in these 
climates invaluable, and its presence always marked by a 
rich green and luxuriant vegetation. • 
• . The ground is divided into squares by furrows, and along 
these the water runs. A cart is a phenomenon here, but I 
have seen one or two, where the nature of the ground will 
admit of their being used, consisting of a large rude wicker 
basket placed upon two wheels of solid wood, and drawn by 
oxen. 

The corn has been cut some time; it is trodden out in the 
fields by oxen and piled in heaps, and men watch all night 
long beside them to prevent the corn being stolen. j 

August 14th. — A sudden and very great change in the 
weather has taken place ; the thermometer has fallen to 60°, 
and the last few nights have been cold. Clouds are now 
beginning to appear, and we may shortly expect rain. 

August 17th. — We rode to Nympheu. From the top of 
4he mountain above Boujah, we had a superb view of the 
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rich plain, about 2000 feet below us, of the gulf of Smyr- 
na, and of a grand ran«re of majestic mountains. AVe 
descended between hedges of inyitie and everg^reen slinibs 
to the lovely village of Coucloujah, enjoying at every turn 
the most lovely scenery and sudden bursts of the gulf 
through the silvery branches of the olive trees. The plain 
below nppe:irs ferule, but at a distance from the village the 
land is but little cultivated. Riding through a country thinly 
scattered uilh vineyards and olives, we reached quite a 
forest of the pomegranate, the walnut and fig, extending for 
a considerable distance and irrigated by streams of water. 
We paf!sed,but at some distance, the villages of Bournarba- 
shi and Hadjilar, and at the tup of the valley crossed 4be 
mount^iins between two conical peaks, and stopped at a 
cafe under the shade of some large walnut trees surrounded 
by lovely scenerv. In a room liung round with guns aiul 
sabres, were some Turks seated on mats, and at a little shop 
close by were sold coifee, dates, cheese, bread, &c. A lit- 
tle furtlicr on, the vast magnificent plain in which Nympheii 
stands suddenly burst upon our sight. Descending through 
vineyards, we reached its level surface, which extended in 
Toni to the verge of the horizon, and was hemmed in on 
either side by a lofty range of mountains. Here and there 
groves of tall cypresses rising in the distance, above olive 
trees, marked the site of a 'i\irkish village; but it is melan- 
choly to see so fine a soil and sq magni^iceiit a country ihuf 
neglected and uncultivated. 

We passed on the road-side a tombstone close to a gigan- 
tic plane-tree, the spot where a Turk had been killed : — it is 
the universal custom to erect such a stone upon the spot 
where a Turk has been slain. The mountains on either 
hand are said to abound in silver orei medicinal plants, the 
juniper and the lenUsk, &c., &c. 

We passed some ruined bridges thrown over tiie dry beds 
of torrents, and through lanes bordered with luxuriant hed^^a 

evergreen shrubs, among which were myrtles. 

We saw some miserable tent-like dweihngs, constructed 
of tarpaulins, sticks, and bushes, called by our guide a ruined 
Tillage, and continuing through the same beautiful lanes we 
arrived at the cherry, apple, mulberry, and pomegranate 
groves of Nympheu, the resort and the delight of all the 
country when the cherries are in blossom or when they are 
ripe. The whole district is watered by fine streams that flow 

imm ik» momVm» ai^ ti^ forest of tcees » delightful. _^4^ 
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The village of Nympheu is composed of miserable houses 
of sun-burnt brick. We saw several Turkish women, the 
younger of whom were without veils, at the doors of their 
houses ; their arms were covered with bracelets and amulets, 
and their hair was braided and ornamented with beads. 

A gorge behind Nympheu presents the most romantic 
scenery. Lofty precipitous rocks, scattered over with ever- 
green shrubs, rear their craggy summits to the skies. 
Majestic mountains rise before and behind, and a noisy 
stream rolls along its rocky channel, shaded by the plane, 
the walnut, the wild fig, and numerous evergreens. Under 
some fine plane trees, at the base of a lofty rock, were three 
fine springs rising directly out of the earth with great force, 
producing an immense volume of water, which rolled into 
the plain below, refreshing the delicious fruit groves. On 
a lofty crag hung a ruined archway, and distant glimpses of 
the plain were seen through the rocks as we mounted the 
defile. For miles the scene is constantly varying, and 
becomes more bold and Alpine. 

Returning to Nympheu, we ascended to the castle, a 
Jarge straggling fortress, from whence there is a magnificent 
view, and some remnants of Greek masonry, probably the 
work of Michael Palaeologus, who built a castle on this 
eminence. It was at Nympheu (the ancient Nymphteum) 
that the Byzantine emperors, according to the historians 
of the period, enjoyed the fine season apart from the 
cares of public life and the tumult of war. For a long 
time it was their favorite place of resort. The town of 
Nymphaeum was destroyed by an earthquake in the time 
of Andronicus Palaeologus.* 

On our return to Boujah we saw some caravans en- 
camped for the night; the camels kneeled in a circle, and 
the Turks squatted round a fire smoking their pipes. — ^ 
These encampments are very romantic, and along the 
great thorouglil'ares fires may be seen gleaming every 
night. 

Long strings of camels are now pressing into Smyrna 
with the figs, which are very late this season. These 
are sewed up in packages, which are slung on either side 
of a camel. 

The monlight nights are splendid. Large walking par- 
lias set out from the village every evening, and peram- 

* Anna Comncna, p. 421. M. Due, p. 45. * 
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Mils die vinesrerde, eating grapes, until one o'clock in 
the morning. The jackda come down from the moan« 
tune, and frequently commit sad havock among the grapes, 
but the piowling dogs, who own m master, m the 
wont depredatofa. They have the greatest fondness for 
ripe grapes, and m shot withoDt mercy by the Fraak 
merchants when found in the lioeyards. 

Aug. lSth*«^Thls morning wine-msiunff commenced, 
and I was vetioested to come and eee me process; a 
large cistern lined within with a hard polished cement 
was Med with grapes, and. to my great disgust onr dirty 
Greek earvant with nothing on but hia ehirt stoM up to 
hta knees in the grapes, most manfolly stamping, crash* 
ingt and- aqneesing the juice out with htafoet» while thn 
jMsnpiration streamed down hia naked- person* The sight 
sickened me, and I made a vow never to drink any 
more wine* Hie proprietolr of the vineyard, however^ 
lemarked that It was only the aeeond rate and inferior 
wine ihat was made in this disgustin| manner.' **Onr 
finest wme, said he, is produced from the pure juice 
of the grape, which escapes from the hole at the bottom 
of the cistern from the meie pressure of die fruit with- 
out any squeezing.*' Very tittle of this dcScription of 



as the Qreek presented in the wine vat, his naked lege 
were dyed pOTfecdy red, and also his hands and hia 
ftce, whidi were plentifolly bespattered with the red 
juice. The black grapea make the red wine, and the 
eoUHnnff is given to the liquid by the jube of the blaek 
husk; Uie more the htAs are pounded and aqueezedt the 
darker the wine becoinest and more roush and diaame* 
able to the taste; the common wine is simost black from 
the squeezing of the husks, and is a most naoseous 
liquor. ' The juice ran out of a small orifice at the hot* 
torn of die vaC and was diere edleeted into pails and put 
Into barrels. Afier the husks of the grapes have been 
squeezed neariy into a paste, there ia atiU another Hquid 
obtained from them by distilletioi^^ powerful pungent 
spirit, called lakee. 

Aug. 19di.— We have a crowd of Greek girls and Greek 
women hard at work picking grapea and ' eadng them 
Into thebargam.^ Hieyalmoat entirely live on themjual 
at this time, and it is their privilege to eat as many as taey 
dioose. 
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They adopt here a curious method to improve the quality 
and flavor of the tigs. There is a species of bastard fig, 
tasteless and prood for nothing, which grows along the 
hedges, and which breeds a small maggot, or some species 
of insect; these bastard figs are stuck on to the trees which 
produce the eating iig and the maggots or insects bred in 
them inoculate all the other figs, and wonderfully improve 
their llavor and lusciousness. All the fig trees in our vine- 
yard are treated in this fashion, and the proprietor tells me 
he has made experiments with and witiiout the service of 
the bastard fig, and always found his fruit much infiirior 
when he neglected to make use of it. 

The figs that are exported are all grown from two to 
three days' journey in the interior; tliey are quite a dif- 
ferent description of fruit from the fig grown in tlie imme- 
diate environs of Smyrna, and are not considered lit to eat 
fresh from the tree. They have all a remarkably tongli 
outer skin, which admits of the fig being sqneezed down 
into the drums without bursting; this is ihe cause of its pre- 
servation, for if the outer skin bursts, tlie fig is good for 
notlimg when unpacked in Europe. All tiie tigs that are 
eaten fresh from the tree have a soft tender skin, which 
immediately cracks and bursts open when the fruit ripens. 
'J'hey are all the small white fig; the large blue or purple 
fig of the species grown in England is not eaten, and is 
here universally despised and neglected as a very inferior 
fruit There are several wild trees of the purple fig, but 
very few are cultivated and nurtured in the gardens, 

Aug. 20th. — Riding into Smyrna this morning, I was 
indulged with a view of the packing of the figs, wliich was 
going on in all tjje merchants' yards along the water-side.— 
The captain of the first ship who clears with a cargo for 
England gels a reward, I am told, of 20/., liie second 15/., 
and ihe third 10/. There are now a great many beautiful 
vessels in port from Liverpool, made in the yacht style, 
with raking masts, waiting for cargoes; every morning one 
or two may be seen getting under sail and making head 
most beautifully against the strong inbat which blows al- 
most directly in their leeth, while ihe other vessels, except- 
ing the American, lie quietly at anchor awaiting a change 
in the weatiier, not being able to work their ships in so 
searaanlike a style; those m England who are fond of figs 
would never put this fruit between their hps if they saw 
the pfoceM of fif-packmg in SiDyiiia» and the cxowcb of 
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dfartjr jMpk iqneeiing them klo iS» dnmrn wHb their ffif I17 
hao<ih moiNeiiing their gummy fingers wilh a disgosl- 
wg liquid' cantaiDed in earthra jais* 

Aug. Slst^Every night as soon aa U baeomaa daikvira* 
nmna firea aie teen buniiBg on the monntam aidesypie* 
aanting a moat beratifol and alngaltr i|>peannee« They 
aiiae tnmi the dwarf ahmba and gma* which are eet fiie to 
by the peasants and bnraed down, in order that the young 
tender shoots which sprout np the following spring may- 
afford fiiod for the gpato, who browae and thrive on them 
astonishingly. I witnessed, the other nu|ht» a tcemen- 
dons fire in a deep gorge or ravine; it had nstenedhold of 
a thick wood of dwarf evergreen shrubs, which were 
dioked with dry grass and wmis, and as the wind drew 
down the goUv between the rocks, it bnmt with terrtfie 
fury, and witn a noise and cracklinff that were heard 
hw a mile distant. I have seen Uie hill sides bnmt 
hare and blackened to an immense distance with these 
fires* 

There are several pretty aedoded spots amon^ the distant 
hills, and a valley, watered by a clear murmunng atream, 
whose banks are overshadowed by a beautifnl blossoming 
shrub, called the *^ Laurier rose" by the Franks. I fire» 
qnentlv in the evening take Ions walks among these undu- 
Uting hills, a cireomatance which haa greatly puzzled some 
TurkiBh charcoal burners in the neighborhood, who, after 
many conjecuires upon the snbjeet, have at last, I unde^ 
stand, set me down as a madman, not being able to eon* 
ceive that an individual should walk about the countty, 
toiling over the hilb and descending into the valleys, with- 
out having any apparent object in viev^ or any urgent 
motive to excite him to the exertion. I was obl^^ed to give 
up a favorite walk past a water-mill, in a very secluded 
situation, where a group of cottages were.hoddled together, 
in consequence of the curiosiQr that seemed to be exci^ 
ted among the few occupants' of the humble dweltings bj 
ni^ presence and my supposed unfortunate excited state of 
mind! 

The sunsets are at the present time most beautiibl, and 
the softoess of the air quite delicious. All the shrubs^ the 
trees, and the grass are filled with an insect which makes a 
continued unceaaing noise, something like the chirping of 
the cncket, but more shrill and nmch louder. - The noiie 
finom ^eae inseois is sometimes quite extraoidinary, vsfy 
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monotonous, but not altogether unpleasing. They appear 
to be a species of very large fly, but it ie most diilicult to 
catch them, as the instant you approach the spot where 
they are heard they cease their noise. 

Aug. 22d. — For some days past, immense flights of 
storks have been wheeling tli rough the air in a southerly 
direction, sometimes extending in lines all across the hori- 
zon. I never saw such a number of large birds; they are, 
say the Turks, making the pilgrimage to Mecca, which, 
according to them, they do annually; and for this they are 
called hajjis or pilgrims. 

Aug. 23d.— Rain has fallen for the first time since June, 
and the cliange is delightful. It has been merely a shower, 
but the earth scads forth a delicious fragrance, and some of 
the shrubs which appeared quite dead now begin to grow 
green again. This evening as we rode through the ceme- 
tery, we met a Turkish funeral. The body is carried to the 
grave wiili the head foremost, and the turban is placed at 
tfie top of the coffin. Dervishes walk before in procession, 
and the friends and relations keep up a sort of chaunt. 

Aug. 24th. — The view at sunset from the eminence about 
two miles north of Boujah is most beauLifuL You walk up 
a gradual ascent over abrupt undulating ground, every where 
naked and un picturesque. The ascent -is so gradual that 
you are unaware of tlie altitude you have attained until yon 
find yourself suddenly standing upon the brow of a moun- 
tain, and looking down from a jrreat elevation upon a mag- 
nificent plain of the Hermus, Iving extended under tlie feet 
like a map, and bounded by tiie bold, lofty, waving chain 
of Mount Sipylus, the ground shelves away from the ridge 
on which you stand in sleep descents and slopes covered 
with olive-trees and vineyards. To the westward is seen 
the ruined casde of Smyrna, crowning the summit of Mount 
Pagus, and beyond, the deep blue whalers of tlie gulf. 
Theie is a balminess in the air, a stillness and calm tran- 
quillity at this hour of sunset, which produce a most pleas- 
illg effect upon the mind, and the varied colors of llie land- 
scape, with the soft mellow light spread over every object, 
give a singular charm to the surrounding scenery. The 
waters of the gulf are burnished with gold as the sun dips* 
into them, the blue of the mountains is shaded off with the . 
faintest purple while their summits are illuminated by the^ 
ket rays of the sun. The valley, intersected with hedges 
of myrtle and numerous trees, is gradually assuming the 
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sable colorless garb of evening, and the tinkling of the g;oat- 
bell on the mountains, or the bark of the shepherd's dog, 
are the only sounds that disturb the snrrounding solitude. 

Ahliough there are no carriage-roads in this part of the 
'world, yet there is an English landau in the village, in 
which the ladies drive with a pair of horses regularly every 
evening over the turf, and over the level open part of the 
plain; they are confined to one boat, a circuit of about three 
miles, and can never vary their drive. To get the carriage 
into Sin \ rna, the wheels must be taken oil, and it must be 
slung on mules; there, however, it is perfecdy useless, 

August 25th. — On my return this evenincr after dark from 
a walk, I was surprised by the apparition of a bright light 
elevated a few feet from the ground in a knoll of fir-trees, 
which I immediately lost on chano^ing my position. After 
some difficulty I succeeded in finduii^ the spot where it was 
located, and pulling down a tile unci the branches of some 
trees, I found a species of oven wiih a lamp burning inside; 
beside the lamp was a bunch of tlowers, and at the end of 
this little recess was stuck a picture. Quite at a loss to 
conceive the meaning of this little establishment, but per- 
ceiving that a great deal of care had been displayed in its 
construction, I replaced the tile, and, on returning home, I 
found from mqairy that it was a spot held very sacred by 
the Greeks, from a tradition lliiit JSi- Jolin had preached 
there! On winch account they constaudy kept a lamp 
burning, and have constructed this little mud-house to shel- 
ter their light from the weather. 

Aug. 27th.— We made an excursion to the ruins of Cla- 
zomenee, about six hours' ride from Smyrna, at the bottom 
of the gulf of Vonrla. We passed to the southward of the 
Castli; Hill, and skirted along the beautiful shores of the 
gulf. The western shore presents a luxuriant and a beau- 
tifully green appearance. Between the mountains and the 
water extends a rich plain well planted with trees, through 
the waving branches of which may be seen the blue waters 
of the gulf. This plain is in many places covered with 
green sward, which is in spring beautifully enamelled with 
flowers. The young Smymiotes make frequent shooting 
excursions to these delightful shores in boats, and at certain 
seasons of the year guns may be heard popping in every 
direction. About five miles from Smyrna are the hot springs, 
supposed to be the site of the ancient hot baths called the 
AgammBnonian» from a story that the Grecian army, rava- 
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gine Mysia* wibb engi^ed by Telephus near the rivet Caieni, 
aniTthat Agamemnon, being wounded in the battle, was di- 
rected for a cure to these waters, and oni of gratltade sas** 
pended the helmets taken from the enemy on the spot; 

whence the watem became much celebrated, and ever ailer 
retained his name. The view of the gulf of Vourla, on 
passing the spit of land beyond the Turkish castle?, is very 
beantiftil; the mountainous shores curve round in a eirele, 
and over the opposite peninsula of the main land may be 
seen the summits of the blue mountains of the island of 
Samos. The bridle track conthmes tdose along side the 
gulf, through a picturesque country covered with dwarf 
sbrnbSy and a few villages are seen bordering the hills. 

Yourla is distinguished at a distance by a number of 
windmilla erowmng the heights; the sloping sides of the 
hills are in many places decked with vineyards and corn- 
fields. The vines are all cut down close to the ground in 
the autumn after the grapes are gathered, and the bine senres 
the inhabitants for fuel; the young shoots that come np in^ 
the spring grow to a great size, and produce fine crops of 
grapes. Tlie bine is generally trained to a short stick, but 
is sometimes left to itself. Vourla is a laige Tillage, go- 
verned by an Aga; the houses are mostly constnicted of 
wood and sun-burnt brick; there are several mosques and a 
Greek church. The surrounding scenery is very beautiful, 
and when the British fleet of five line of batde ships with 
frigates, and the Medea steamer, are lyin^f in the bay, the 
prospect is very grand; the fleet is at present cruising oflf 
Mitylin and the Dardanelles, under the command of Admiral 
Sir Josias Rowley. The Aga of Vourla, when the fleet is 
lying at this spot, makes a fine harvest; he obliges all the 
individuals who serve the ships with fresh profisiona to pay 
him a tax upon every article that is sold. The captain of 
the Tribune, finding the commodities charged at an e3dior« 
bitant price, remonstrated with the Aga, and some high 
words passed at the house of a Greek, where they happened 
to meet. The poor Greek followed the captain down to 
the water side bemoaning his fate, and begging he would do' 
somethmg to shield him from the bastinado, with which he 
said he should assuredly be punished^ because the dispute 
had by chance arisen in his house. 

The ruins of Clazomenae are on an island about a quarter 
of a mile from the shore, now deserted and uninhabited. It 
i« the general fesort of the sailon and officers of the ships 
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of wir on the otttkNi for their amQsement and foeietttoii; 
tiiey have niede some gardens on the island and have grown 
aome food erops of potatoes* Tlie ruins of the mole con* 
structed by Alexander to connect the isbnd with the main 
i«ttd« may atiil be seen rising above the water. The eaptain 
of the tribune has lately exeavated TOiotta mosaio pavements 
on thia apot; he has umnd some coins» and has uncovered 
the foondations of structures which appear to have been 
private hoaaes. There is a cluster of small barren islets 
dose to Claxomene, one of which is ealled Long Island* 
from a story of some Englishmen having been murdered on 
it by piiates. Near to the sen are pome traces of the walls 
ol the ancient Clazomenst and a slight hollow in a hilL 
with some substructions of masonry, appears to be the re* 
mains of an ancient theatre. The island is very small* and 
one may walk from one end of it to the other in a qnarter 
of an hour; it is about three miles in circnit. 

Not iar from Vouria are the two lofty conical peaks of 
Mount Corax called the Brothers, the ascent to the snmmift 
of which is a very delightful and favorite excursion from 
Smyrna. The scenery is very beaatil«d» and the view front 
Ihe top very grand. To the westward is seen the expanse 
of the ^gean sea studded with islands, the bold wavinf^ 
ontlines of Samost the blue shores of Seio» and the long 
monntainotts coast of Asia Minor. To the north and 8onih»* 
ranges of mountains rise one above the other. Below winds 
Ihe beautiful gulf, and at the end of it is seen the old eastle 
of Smyrna ami the rich valley of the Hcrmus. The shape 
of this mountain much resembles Yesuvtus; it is the most- 
beautiful and prominent object from everir part of the gulf; 
its base is clothed with dwarf shrubst.and towards the sum- 
rait it becomes very piecipttoas« ending in bare conical 
rocks and steep craggy precipices. 

From Vouria to the ruins of Eryibni ia about a day's 
journey across the peninsnU which forms Ihe southern side 
of the gulf of Smyrna; the rains of walls nnc! of a theatre 
sliU existt and there are some fragments of columns and 
subterranean vaults; it is situated in a wild deserted country, 
rocky and uncultivated. 

Aug. 29th.— .1 rode to the Turiush castle on the spit of - 
land commanding the narrow passage which leads into what 
is called the inner gn|f of Smyrna; it is about three miles 
distant from the town, and is seated on lew marshy ground 
oomed with boshes and reeds# I was shown over all the 
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batteries, which appear rather formidable from their position, 
and the immense stone shot that they throw; the cannons 
. are of very large bore, and arc, as usual, fixed into the wail 
without carriages. All vessels going into Smyrna are here 
overhauled, and their names and nations taken down. Whilst 
walking in the wood in the neighborhood of this castle, I 
encountered two of the governor's wives or women in a 
narrow pathway; they were taking an airing, preceded by 
an eunuch armed with a long white stick, which he bran- 
dished in a most threatening manner, ordering me to get out 
of the way ; when, however, he approached nearer, he 
dropped his insolence, ThM two ladies pushed through the 
narrow path oiose by mi Aoy were both partly unveiled, 
and smiled and Uughed as they came by* One was young 
and pretty b«l very pale. The ride from this eastle to 
Smjrrna, dong the shores of the golf, thioogh the green 
trees and the rich meadows^ is most beaotiful; the of 
the water and ofthesonoandiiigmoimtams presents acharm* ' 
ing prospect* ' - . . . •. ' I 



CHAPTER XIV* 

I 

FRBSRIIT AMD PAST STATE OF 'lVRKKT«<*HDfSEeifRmf O^ 
FR0P£Br7.**LAtB OHANOE8.— W)VBRTY*-^CANTY POPIT- 
l^MIOH.— WBAI.TH OV THB EUSOPEAlf MERCHANTS.— NA- 
T0RB OF TBS OOVBRMIIBNT. ^^-TirnXUH OBARAGTSR.— 
STATS OF THB TmUDHB CONQlJ£STS.^irttADirAl. PBCLINB; 

La f4miii4 a mtrodnit oa depraTotkm g^nlnle: ila out vendo la 

faveur supreme an visi^ et le visir a Yendn l*eiBpifei Us ont vendtt 

la loi au cadi, ct. Ic cadi a vcndu la justice , pour I'or Tamia 

tra}ii son ami; I'cnfant son p6re; le servitcur sonmuUrc; lafemtneson 
honneur; la marciiaud sa conscience; et ii n*y a plus eu dans I'Etat nl 
bonne foi, ni nuBars, ni Concorde, ai force. Yolnet. 

Smr. lst*~To the wesi and soskh of Boujah extends a 
fine plain with e rieh soil* wlueh, when cnltivaled, produces 
fine grapes, com, and didicioas fruit This fine plain, al* 
most the whole way aoross its undnliiting snrfeee, lor the 
dislMieo tii m mUes in the diieelioii of the village of Sedekuy, 
lk» nneolthratsd and negkeledf and is. covered with a Intorianl 
vegetation of oaaids' ihomf tank gi!B8s« dwarf shrobs, and 
hushes. An individaal lately amvtd'imn Jh* highly ctM» 
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vated parts of Europe, naturally inquires the reason of its 
neglecicd slate. He is told, perhaps, that the people are 
idle, and that they have few wants to supply; that they are 
contented with some fried Indian corn, or some few raw 
roots and salt as their food, and a garment of cotton to cover 
their nakedness; and that they are quite as happy as those 
who sleep on down couches, and revel in luxuries; meaning 
that the nearer man approaches the brute beast, and lives in 
a state of benighted ignorance, the happier is his lot. 

In the breast of every individual iff implanted a desire of 
advancing himself, of adding to his comforts, and of bettering 
his condition, which, if left to take its course unimpeded by 
the injustice, the cruelty, and the bnbanous oppression of his 
fellow man, will amredly tend to raise him Id the scale of 
society, and induce him to exert himself to improve the 
blessings and the bonnties of Natuce* 

What, is it that impedes this tendency to advancement 
evevywhere in the East? How is it that these countries 
have been thiowh back fiom a state of comparative wealth, 
prosperity, and bappinesSf to one of almost utter desertion, 
desolation, and po?ertyl It is because all the common mo- 
tives and inducements to active industry are destroyed by die 
insecurity of property* 

How can agriculture be expected to flourish when the 
seed, and all the cultivator'a advasces are liable to he seized? 
How can industry be expected to prevail in a state when no 
security is felt for the enjoyment of those blessings which 
are by industry procurablel Where is the motive to an in- 
dividttal to trust his labor and capital to the ground, with a 
view of a remote return, and to employ energy and indus* 
try in the acqulsition^of property, in a state where the rulers, 
who are natnraUy established to protect property and wealth, 
are themsdves the anthors of m dilapidattont 

The oppressive despotism of the Turkish government is 
peculiarly fatal to agnculture» which yields a produce that 
cannot be concealed, and is therefore the first that attracts the 
lapaciiy of local des|Kits* In the rural districts, where all 
are alike poor, there is no barrier whatever against rapacity 
and oppressioni and since of late years the government htti 
been involved in expensive wars, and its expenditure heus 
heen incieased to an extent altogether disproportioned to ib» 
monrces of the country, the central goveniment has hem 
pressing the Pashas for monqr, the Padias the Agas, and 
tbe Agas have oppress^ the prodndiTe daases.by rigoroon 
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flsaelione. The cotton crop of the ]loor eoMfttkir of Uio 
8oil, or his field of iaz, tho piodace of six months' haid 
l«bor« hft¥6 in nMoty tnirtaiioes been a e iaed end sold to the 
European tnerchaat8« Mid an inadequate nnMnenitUm deiedi 
back to the husbandman, the farmer, or the peasant. 

We occasionally heir indindoale piaiee the Stthan, beN 
cause he has shown himself flCNiiewfaat above die piejodtoflS 
of his. natioet and hae Tentnred to copy Europeans in some* 
trifling and nntmportant pardcttlaes* The Sultan send^ 
young men to Europe to be edaoated in the ranks of the 
artillery, or to learn how to cast cannons; heintrodeeeelhe 
European discipline into his armies; he increaeeethe omoan^ 
of his foroes; he dressee himself in the European fashion^ 
and adopte a vast many useless leguhitiona and triflinr 
changes, and he is then praised as a great man, a wonderfu 
Turk, quite a phenomenon. 

How much more beneficial would it be to the country # 
if his highness, instead of oeeupying himself with iriflinf 
abeurdities, was to see that the gains of the poor man are^ 
protected against the rapacity of t)ie rich; that the iadivadiHiL 
who ia charged with the adimtnisiraiion of justice 'm not him- 
self a perrerter of it; thai the amount of his income does 
not depend upon the qnaniiiy of money he ean squeeze one 
of the pockets of those under his government; and laedy, 
if he wookl see to the establishment of a fixed scale of taxar^ 
tion, so that every individual knight know bis liabilities, 
what he must pay td the state, and what will remain ae the 
reward of his own exertions after the employment of hie 
labor and capital in the acquisition of property. 

I wae told, when I left Europe, that I should find Turkey 
in an improving state; that the Snltan was fast doing awmy 
with the Mshometan prejudices; was teaohing the women 
to go without veils, causing them to learn music; building 
berraeksf establishing printing presses, editing newspapers^ 
employing Ameikan ship-buildera, and fumiming his navy 
widi.biess cannon, &c«, iuu Without troubling my* 
self very minutely about these particulars, I chose ra£er to 
inqmie among the merchants and residents in this peii o£ 
the wodd, whether industrious habits are becoming mens! 
generally difiuaed ameii^ the population; whether the gov*^ 
emment is seeking to inspire confidence and security by 
eatablishing a just administration of the law; wbalher thie 
burthens ol the state have been diminished, and the amount 
of taxation equalised and undeced fined; whetiwr within 

V01..L--I9 - 



Digrtized by Google 



IIm lenmy iif people residing in the country new hoMm- 
hcve to any extent been built; wbeihMr fiMb liod has been 
liioiighl into cuhifalkNi; whether popolatimi has aggregate 
incimed; whether a greater anoenl .ef capital* has been 
aoeumulated on the aoil by the empl oy » e n t of labor upon 
k| and whether the population generally appears to be in ' 
the enjoyment of gvester eoniforts, to be better clothed, to* 
life in better homes, and whether there is generally a more 
emleiis disposition among them to better their condition 
by the employment of active industry* 

The result of my inquiries, both enong Greek Kayahs, 
or svlqccti of the Porte, and European merchants settled 
at Smyrna, is to the effect, that there is no increase of popu- 
lation, but on the other hand, a constant diminution— thai 
Within the last ten years the diminution has been more per- 
eeptibletand appears to have been going on atjan accelerat- 
ed pace; that many of the districts, within the reeoUection 
of residents in this part of the world, were better and more 
^estensively cultivated than at present; that the scattered 
population existing in single houses between village and 
village, town and town, has of late been materially dimin- 
ishing, and is now in most parts entirely <lestioyed, and the 
intermediate districts, which before were to a certain extern 
cultivated, now lie waste and produce nothing; that the cul- 
tivation is now almost entirely rednoed to the neighborhood 
of the villages and the large towns, and to the banks of the 
few rivolets and streams which afibrd a ready supply of 
waten that where the land is cultivated, it is genetaliy Ibr 
an immediate subsistence* The soil produces two or three 
cfops of vegetable in the course of the year, which are of 
a perishable nature, and are consumed as soon as they i^me 
10 hand* That with the exception of the figs, and the 
cotton and flax plantattoos, which are confined to particular 
districts, the land is not cultivated, nor is capital employed 
upon it to produce a return for exportation; that there is 
^ scarcely any internal commerce whatever, and that each 
little village, and each little hamlet, generally provide (or 
their own few and simple wants, without confining them- 
selves to any particular class of production for which the 
soil wouhi be &vorabie. That the population lives mostly 
from hand to mouth, gathering the fruits of the earth as 
they come to hand. The women spin a little flax, which 
is grown in their gardens, and which they weave into the 
eosm diesses worn' by the poorer class W the people; and 
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the mea oeeupy thMMeliM in growing tobacco, a little iar 
dnii ooca, ndiahett and nxrts* which avffict fer.a bam Mb- 
nstence* 

If M man were to become very industrious, and weie to 
acquire a little capital, he woyld fiad h diHcult to proeuie a 
markei for hia proviaioiii from the general stagnation of in- 
doBtry« enterprise, and enei^. People would be afraid to 
boy» for all their expected gaina* if they had any proafmol 
of employing their purchase to adYantage, would be mh 
dangered by the possible cupidity of the village Aga, 
againal whose spoltaiion, if he takes it into liis head to rob, 
there is no protection and no security; he is himself the ad- 
ministrator of the law, and there. is no other tnbonal to 
which to appeal for justice. 

In this land of injustice, robbery, and insecurity, there is 
a phenomenon which attracted my attention very forcibly 
in the large commercial ports of the empire, and partiealaily 
at Smymat the largest and most important of all. 

In the course of your perambulations amid the wooden 
houses and the poverty stricken population in the nei||^ibop» 
hood, yon willeome to the village 4)f Boumabat, where yon 
will see two magnifieent country villas, surrounded by fine 

Srdens, conservatories, and plantations of trees. You will 
nshered into a handsome manaion, elegantly furnished; 
you will see a grand piano* mahogany tables« ehains, can* 
delabra, splendid dessert services, china, damask curtains, 
i^Cn whieh have been all sent ont from England at am 
immense expense; you will see rakes, spades, ptek-axes, 
rollers, ploughs, carts, dogs, cats, birds, and beasts in the 
grounds and shrubberies, all likewise sent out from Eng* 
^nd; yon are shown another dwelling, almost equal in 
splendor and convenience. Well, you are tempted to ex- 
datm, these must be rich Pashas, gorged with plunder but 
very enlightened men, and possessing singularly refined 
tastes. No: yon are told they are two brothers. English- 
men, who eame out to the country poor and without capital, 
•and have acquired all their property, all their comforts, and 
all their luxuries in this land of general poverty, and are 
BOW two of the richest merehanls of the place, employing, 
as individuals, a very large amount of productive industry 
in the interior of the country, and annually finding a market 
for a great variety of commodities, which they buy from the 
poor native cultivators. Thia is passing strange, you are 
peifaape templed to exdaim* Your eurpciae vaoiaheseaa 
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littl« wEwliwi* ThtM hidifiduBls are not iiiidar the Tink- 
iili fOTernniiiili they are govMed by thmr owtt Uwe; tiiey 
ave under the protection of their own consul, and their pro- 
perly » taeared lo them by the natioaal force of the British 
mmpm* They were animated to iiicoeMlbl exertion by the 
tmpe of eeqviriiig and eojoyinf property; they had aothnif 
le ftar from rapacious governors; they felt no danger of e»> 
citing the eupidity of ladiTidaale who had the power to 
d^poil them of their acqaired wealth; they felt morany 
oertain of enjoying what property they might accumulate, 
and therefore bent all their energies, and exerted atl their 
indoelry and talent for its acquisitioOf and were eQeeeselbl* 
The reeelt of their individoal labors, too, has been of llw 
greatest benefit to the country in which they have been 
exercised, by finding a market in England for the raw pro- 
duce of its aoiit ifaeraby siimulatiog 3ie natite euHivator to 
till the gvannd, to prune the fig, to plant the eoitoOy to graft 
Ihe Tine, and dry the laisins, by the hope of a speedy mar- 
fcat. We are shown other housee« neat, handsome, and 
-oommodions, and furnished with pianoe, and with accom- 
plished ladies who plaji them, and poesesstng fine flower 
gairdeiift— and these ace all the country Tillas of Smyrna 
nerohants, who are protected in the posseesion of their 
property by their fespecl|ve governments. 

We look at other houses, built with wood and enea|l|.blTed 
with filth — a festering ditch runs between them, i mi of 
fagged tarpaulin is stuck over the windows to keep the soq 
out ; theie are no glass casements ; there is no furniture in 
the house except a mat and a jar of water; the windows 
are shut with a rotten sliding pannel, or a warped cracked 
lattice, and the whole establishment might be bought with 
the priee of the grand piano in the neighboring mansion. 
This, we are told, is the residence of a Turk or a Greek, 
who is a subject of the Ottoman Porte, and has no security, 
no consular protection, against the rapael^ of local govemon. 

FVom the village of Boumabat you eroes over to the 
viiiage of Boujah, and on the way you are pointed out a 
yorllv M EagUeh gentleman, who you aro informed is 
worth, at the inery least, 160,000 sierlmg, acquired by 
InaMclfi hie Mier, and grandfather, by suooBssfol exettion 
in this country under the security and protection of the 
British government* 

On arriving at the village of Botiyah, you are introduced 
i^s^i^^ fli^^'^^^pipiil itiH^fe^^n^^nife^^ itouB^^is^ ^v^^ftidiHsAt'^ ift^S^^Fit^i^ 
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the principal mansions of Bournabat, yet are handsome and 
commodious, and quite palaces wlien compared with the 
habitations of native suhjects. You meet in the evening;, at 
some one or other of them, a reunion of the different 
families, and arc rntcrlained with a concert of instrumental 
and vocal music wliic}i Avonld do honor to tiie saloons of 
^London and Paris. You hear some of the linest of the 
Italian operas played off with great spirit and execution, on 
pianos, harps, and violins ; you have (icrman son^^s sung 
in an admirable manner, and you look around you at the 
elegant assortment of ladies, and are tempted to ask your- 
self with astonishmeatfis it possible that I am ialbe Turkish 
domuiions ? 

These are all the families of European mercliants born in 
Sinyrna, many of wiiom liavc just returned from Europe, 
after having been sent there for their education. They are 
all, by treaty', under the })rotection of their respective govern- 
ments, and form a little colony not nnjenable to Turkish 
tribunals and petty Agas ; uor are their respective proper- 
ties subject to the equitable decisions of local governors; 
they can only be reached through the consuls, and can only 
be deprived of their property with tlieir sanction and con- 
sent. They all feel as secure in the eiijoymeiU of private 
rights as if thev were in tfieir own countries, and know that 
if they are robbed and despoiled by unjust governors and 
popular tumults, their respective governments "will com* 
pel restitution. These then are the great thriving class. 
While the population around them languishes in sloth and 
idleness, tlie^^e are alone active. White the people around 
are poor and destitute, these alone are wealthy. While 
scarcely one out of 500 of the Turkish subjects raises him- 
self from a mean condition to a state of affluence, amoncr 
this class it is of frequent occurrence. While those around 
do not build houses and improve the neighborhood, these 
on the other liand are frequently erecting handsome build- 
ings and importing the luxuries and elegancies of distant 
lands to minister to their comtort and pleasures. The ani- 
mating motive then to the toil and exertion of all these peo- 
ple, is the security they teel of possessing and enjoying 
whatever they may acquire by hard labor and successful 
industry. However large their gains, they have a guarantee 
for the enjoyment of them, which a Turkish subject cannot 
feel under his government, where there is no fixed scale of 
t^xaiioat wbm tbos^ very indifidiialf wha aie appotiil«4 
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to administer ihe law, and ou^rht to grant protection and 
security to person aud properly, become the violaior^j of 
both — beint^ mosily avariciuus plunderers, against whose 
rapacity ibere ia no barrier in iaw« ju8t&c«» or public 
i^inion. 

The despotic governments of Europe, so styled, are 
indeed widely different from the despotisms of the East. 
They are, to a certain extent, controiied by public opinion, 
by some sense oi rectitude and justice, and ol the existence 
of certain influential classes; but here the actions of the 
monarch are rescarded as prescribed by inevitable fate, and 
the subjects of the government sutler with resignation, 
believing that tbey have neiiher right nor reason to ecyn- 
plain. 'Inhere are no restraiiUs of law, custom, or opinion; 
DO prescriptive rights to form a harrier against the exercise 
of unjust authority; nocommuniiy of sentiment against acts 
of despotism the most harsh and opi)re?sive; nc^lmiti which 
can in any way impede the tremendous andunliniiied power 
wielded by the monarch and those iiiiiug tiie aubordiuaio 
stations of <:overiiment under him. 

The deapoiic authority of the Sultan descends to every 
one of his subordin ue officers, who reign absolute \v ithin 
their jurisdiction, uninipf ded by local customs, written laws, 
or settled opinions; the interpretation and administration of 
equity and justice are made to suit their interest and conve- 
nience; and, if the petty governor swears white is black, 
there is no man bufficiently bold to contradiet him. Every 
office of the state is sold, and in the public registers the 
value oi every important post is recorded. The whole sys- 
tem of the government see[i]^ to be built on rapine, pillage, 
and extortion. The Pasha pays the central government for 
the administration of his province, in which, at the most, 
he has a life interest. If he is avaricious, he extorts money 
to hoard in his coffers; if he is fond of his pleasures, he 
seeks it to minister to his enjoyments; if he has a large ha- 
rem lihed with women who iiave expensive tastes and are 
fond of jewels, he presses for money to satisfy their vanity; 
and there is no barrier whatever against his extortions. The 
government of his different villages is again sold or farmed 
out by him, as also are the different imposts and taxes. The 
same system is pursueil by tliese different lessees; their only 
object in view is to obtain ihe greatest amount of money 
that can poesibly be extracted during their respective occu- 
|^i»m. Tbiu rapioa md robbery dMOBiul al#p by atiep 
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ihrouffh every departiiient; the collector of customs robs 
the merchanl and dcpYesses commerce, the Aga pillages the 
cultivator of liie soil, and destroys the habits of industry of 
the rural populaiioo. These last will not grow valuable 
produce, as they lose their gains through exaction and rob- 
bery, and their labor, toil, and anxiety are thus thrown 
away; the cultivation consequently is at last reduced to the 
production of those perishable commodities which afford 
the bare means of subsistence, and offer no temptation to 
the cupidity of persons in power. Sometimes, however, 
the very grain about to be sown in the ground is seized« 
and when the inhabitants, driven to desperation from abso- 
lute hunger and want, at last rebel, and utter their complaints 
so loudly that they reach the throne of Constantinople, the 
opportunity is gladly seized to depose or bowstring the 
greedy Pasha, and to do justice to the people by pocketing 
the accumulated wealth of the greedy governor! Thus they 
pretend to do justice to the despoiled subject, by acting a 
most ridiculous and unprincipled farce. A man who has 
been robbed calls on a third, party to assist him in obtaining 
redress; the individual appealed to knocks down the robber, 
pockets the money himself, and wishes good morning to the 
party deprived of his property.' This is Turkish justice 
and Turkish redress. As for law, there is none in the coun* 
try; it is pretended that a code of laws exists fo*.inded on 
the precepts of the Koran^ the examples and opinions of 
Mahomet, and the precepts of the first four Caliphs, di- 
gested together in a large volume called the Multrka, which 
is expounded and explained by the learned doctors of the 
Ulema — an absurd bundle of obscure maxims and precepts, 
which form no rule of justice or standard of equity to regu- 
late the dealings between man and man. They form no 
guarantee for the protection of private rights, of personal 
security* or of privete property, to whidi the^ oppressed 
subject ean tppesl, or whiob can form ttiy barrier to the 
eupidity and avarice of m loeal governor. Under this 
vicious system of goTemment every thing declines — iodu»- 
try, literature, arts, and science; and the present Turks re* 
main in the same state of benighted ignorance as their an- 
cestors were in» when they first paised the banks of the 
Oxus. The petty govenioni of the villages, up to the P»- 
sha of three horse-tailSf are freqoently taken from thediegs 
of society, and the mass of ibe people beinff perfectly uo- 
edtiotied, jgMimM pervades every offioe end every depart- 
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ment of the government God has indeed ** thrown dust 
into the eyes of the rulers of Turkey," or they would have 
seen the inevitable tendency of their vicious and unprinci- 
pled mode of government; but tfiese people never look 
beyond the passing day, and what the country may come 
to after they are gou&f is to them of vqry little conse- 
quence. 

The regeneration of Turkey appears perfectly hopeless; 
the wliole structure oi society is vicious to a degree, and 
the religious fanaticisui of the people presents an almost in- 
superable barrier to improvement. 

The description of authority to which they have been so 
long subject, has completely relaxed the nerves and dead- 
ened the energies of the nation. A long system of had 
government has now done its work; the whole popuiaUoii 
has become demoralised, rottenness has crept through every 
fibre and sinew of their vast empire, and with the best go- 
vernment and the best measures it would be a difficult and 
a tedious task to stir up the population to habits of industry 
— to excite their dormant energies, and make, them feel 
those common impulses to exertion which stimulate the 
mass in every prosperous community. The only hope of 
amendment would be with the risincr g-eneration. The 
government must take the initiative, and inculcate habits of 
industry by finding means of employment for the younger 
classes, and they must hold out inducements and rewards 
lo stimulate them to exertion. The absurd and pernicious 
doctrines of the Koran seem to present a barrier to the ad- 
vancement of all those who tenaciously adhere to them, and 
apparently have a tendency to retain all nations professing 
Mahometanism in a state of ignorance and barbarism. The 
doctrine that the lot and circumstances of all mankind are 
marked out from their birth upwards, by tlie inevitable de- 
cree of fa^, is most destructive to individual and nalionaf 
advancement; the prohibiting- all communications with infi- 
dels, and the incultating disdain and aversion to all those 
who are strangers to the Mussulman faith, present an insu- 
perable obstacle to the correction of national prejudices by a 
familiar intercourse with neighboring nations. 

All those nations who have professed the religion of Ma- 
homet, and whose government and administration of justice, 
and whose code of law and morality have been formed 
upon the precepts and maxims of the Koran, have not pros- 
pered, but their power has every wher6 declined; thoir xe> 
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•OQTces have dimkiisliedf tfiMr .p0|rtdliliMi ins dtereasedt 
and while Ikw Emopean nations have hmA every wheie 
eMfging from a state of barbarMiB» and have every whera 
hieieased in weidthy population, and Mooiees, in Utera* 
tore, sdenee and armat these alone have gene faaokwaid, 
and exist at present in a state of prostrate weakness and 
helfdess deevepitade. We may be directed to fitfoi gleams 
of prosperiiy*— our attention may be drawn to the momen* 
tsry glitter anc] splendor of the Moorish kingdom in Spain, 
of the Caliphs of Damascus and Bagdad* of the Mamlook 
kings of Egypt* and of the Turkish empife in the time of 
Sultans Soliman the Magnificent, Amurath, thd Mahomet 
the Second; hut it wiii be recolieetedi^ that jil that period 
the MoBBolmea came into rich provinces, and they seised 
the property of private individuals. Their molto was 
Death^--tribotfr— ror the Koran." They spent and squan- 
dered away the eiq^ital they found in the difierent eoimtnes 
when they took possession of them; they made a momen- 
tary and brilliant display, and in the very height of their 
gieatest apparent prosperity they were oonsaming the funds 
of cnhivation, destroying more produce than they replaced, 
and were paving the way fojr a sure and rapid decline and 
fall. They were all oonsomers, they lived upon the indus* 
try of those whom they conquered; war was their profes- 
sion, and none turned their attention to the cultivation of 
the land and to the means of replacing in after yeant the 
expenditure ik/tj were there inducing iti. 



quests over the whole globe with the wealth and popu- 
lation they possessed centuries ago, when they first f^ 
into their hands, we must acknowledae that a most fear- 
ful and rapid decline has taken place. Persia under 
Mussulman government, founded on the principles and 
doerines of the Koran, hss never been what she was 
oader the Worshippers of Fire." £gypt has never 
possessed the enormous population, the wealth that it con- 
tained, under the idolatrous Greeks and Romans, and 
latterly under die sway of the Gre^ Empire of Con- 
stantinople, nor have any of the vast and fertile provinces 
Qf^A^^and Europe, which were wrested £rom the grasp 
of MjAmperors of Constantinople, ever aggregately in* 
crefSflTin wealth, population, and resources under Turkish . 
sway, but, on the contmry, have shown a vapid and eon- 
atant state of dedine. 
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The kingdom of Roum, as Asia Minor is called by the 
Moslem writers, on its conquest by Sultan Soliman, is 
deseribed as extending from the Euxine to the confines 
of Syria, pregnant with mines of silver and iron, alum 
and copper — fruitful in corn and wioe, and productive of 
cattle and excellent horses.* 

" In the present day," remarks Gibbon, " Anatolia still 
contains some wealthy and populous cities; but under the 
Byzantine empire, they were far more flourishing in num* 
bers, size, and opulence." In the decline of that empire, 
too, only two centuries before the fall of Constantinople, 
"""the emperdh might assert with dignity and truth, that, 
of all the mpnarchs of Christendom, they possessed the 
greatest city, the most ample revenue, the most flourishing 
and populous slate." In the time of Constantine Porphy- 
logenitus, forty cities are enumerated in Peloponnesus, one 
of the themes of the empire, among which we find Sparta, 
Argos, and Corinth. A sum of five pieces of gold was 
annually assessed on the different proprietors of land; 
and, on the proclamation of an Italian war, the Peloponne- 
sians excused themselves by a voluntary oblation of one 
hundred pounds of gold, (^400,000 sterling,) and a thouaand 
horses, with their arms and trappings."! 

The manufacture of linen and woollen flourished ia 
Greece, and the manufacture of silk had been long intro- 
duced, and was in a flourishing state under the Greek 
Christian emperors. These arts, which were exercised at 
Corinth, Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occnpation 
to a numerous population. Danielis, a matron of Pelo- 
ponnesus, presented to the Emperor Basil a carpet of 
fine wool, fabricated in the Grecian looms, of a pattern 
which imitated the spots of a peacock*s tail, of a magnitude 
to overspread the floor of a new church erected in the 
triple name of Christ, of Michael the Archangel, and of 
the prophet Elijah. She presented ako six hundred pieces 
of silk, and linen of various denominations, painted with 
the Tyrian dye and adorned by the labors of the needle; 
and the linen was so exquisitely fine, that an entire piaee 
might be roUed in the hoUow of a cana4 ^ 

* Haiton's Tartar Histoty— Abolpheda Geo. Cttmat, zvii. d01-> 

305. 

t Constantine de AdminiatnBito laipario^ lib* ii« ebap* 50, SSL 
t Coiiatanliue in vit. BuiL 
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Tho career of the Moslenu tod the Turks has been, liko 
the poiaon wind of the desert, traoeeble by the mm and de-. 
aoialloil that have marked their progress. Mo flourishing 
towns spring up under Turkish niloy but many, coiiaider> 
ab!e when firat nnder their sway, now exist but in name,~ 
Population increases not within their borders, and waate 
lands are not biott|hi into cnilivation, but, on the contrary, 
districts once cultivated now lie deserted, and fine plainSt 
where theie was once an agricultural popttiation« now no 
longer contain an inhabitant. 

Tliey arct in faet, a band of lobbeiBy who hare settled 
like a swarm of kMSiisis on a vast continent, wasting and 
destroying it. They mixed not, neither did they inter- 
marryf with the original inhabitants, but all, under the guid- 
ance of a great robber chief, pillaged and robbed others, and 
then set to work piUaging and robbing themselves, until at 
last, year afier year, the fine estate upon which they have ^ 
been committing their depredations has been graduaily im^ 
poverished, and must at last come to ruin* 

The Turks came sword in hand into a peaceable^ a luxu- 
rions, and, compared with its present state, a very wealthy 
country; they conquered it by the sword, and they held it 
by the sword. The power of the chiefs was perfectly 
despotic, and they could rob, plunder, and le?v confisca- 
tions at pleasure. . They were, however, a people of plain 
and ennple habits, and their wants were at first limited— 
when they h^ obtained enough to gratify theur immediate 



ment, they were content. The rising population, which 
bad been educated in habits of industry, still endeavored to 
etrog^e agAlnst the withering influence of the government, 
whose terribly destructive tendencies had not yet had snf- 
fleient time to devdope themselves and to destroy all hope 
and expectation from Uiefnturs. There was capital to satiate 
the rapacity of tlieconquefora, and there still remained enough 
to stimulate induaUry, encourage the cultivation of the grouira» 
and to keep idive hope, fm as time rolled on, war and 
conquest being the ruling passions of the conqnerors, the 
ezpenditnre of the goveroment berame disproportionaie to 
the resonrose of the eouotry— mors capital was consumed 
in each year than the awml production would replaoe; and 
the deapotie tendeneise of the government, by destroying 
the main incitement to mdostiy security of property, yeas- ^ 




tastes and pleasures of the mo- 
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rfUr jtm inereased lite evil, and Umt gradnai state of de» 
elitie m wealth and pofMiblion begen wluch has been con- 
Miitlj and gnduaUj going on ihfo^ihiial ike whole Twkitli 

conqaests. 

Indoitfy being the foundation of all property ud 
liie eoovee of all wealth, whatever teqds to check or 
nndermine its progress in any state, pavea the way for a 
aare and constant decline. All that man valoee, every Mng 
whieh in civilised life t^nds to his happiness and enjoy* 
nient, is created by indoatryt However lavish nature raagr 
be of her boontieat however fertile the aoii, yet they are of 
no adrantage to man nntU tfioae bleaehigs have been made 
amkble for bia happiness and eiijayroent by the expendt- 
tare of labor and inauatij upon them. The capital of the 
countiy inereasea in proportion to the ioduatry and economy 
of the popalatiott, and iodnatry re^tiea capital for its luU 
development and emplojBMnt. When* therefore, from a 
•eaioi^ or from eztnvagance, the eommnntty ooaanmee 
more than the annoal aorj^ua pvoduee, it trenchea npon ibib 
capital which is employed in producing an annnal retnhit 
am the national wealth ia diminiahed; and if the evil con- 
tinues to progress, m rapid <kcline in wealth and poj^latum 
quickly takes place, ana wiU go on until the balance ts i^aia 
restored between production and consumption. As eveiy 
individual who consumes his capital in place of revenue ie 
advancing to ruin, so is a nation corapoaed of auch coa-> 
Burners advancing to ruin likewise; and a nation may be 
placed in this situation either by the prodigality of a deih 
potic government, or the prodigality of private individual^--* 
either from habita of idleness cteeping among the mass, 
which ittdueea them to consume wlwt capital they have 
rather than exert themaelvea to acquire more, or by a des* 
potic unprincipled government seizing on the produce of 
the nation, consuming the funds of cultivation, and des- 
troying all the incitements lo industry, by the insecurity it 
creates. 

When a government, like the Turkish goveriiment, can 
dip its hands at will into the pockets of the people, it ex«> 
pends for its sublets, and the expenditure of the whole 
nation is in such circumstances regulated by the expendi- 
ture of the government. If the ffovernmrat, therefore, by 
establiahtng expensive armies and creating a host of official 
aitnationa, eaases the class of consumers to preponderate 
' over the productive class, it is. trenching upon the funds 
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destined for reproduction, and is doing just what the soU» 
tary cultivator would be doing if he ate the seed which 
ought to be 60 wa ia the ground to produce an annual valu^ 
able return. 

The expensive wars and the military preparations of 
these Eastern despots have been the fatal cause of this 
general decline. The Mussulman governments have been 
essentially military; the Koran enjoins them to make war 
on all infidels, until they adopt the Mahometan religion or 
become tributary. The prog^ress of the Turks since they 
passed tlie Oxus and the Jaxartes has been one scene of 
war, bloodshed, and military rapine. They derived the 
sinews of war from the people they conquered; they ex- 
isted among them as a military garrison, and the cultivation 
of the soil was lelt entirely in the hands of the effeminate 
population they subdued. Every dictate of sound policy 
would have prompted the Turks to have protected this 
class, to have encouraged their industry, to have introduced 
a fixed scale of taxation among them, and to have animated 
their exertions to accumulate capital, by teaching them to 
feel secure of their property. They would have seen, had 
they possessed any foresight whatever, that the more the 
capital of the country was increased the greater would have 
been the eventual annual revenue, and more numerous the 
legitimate sources of taxation. And as they did not them- 
selves apply to the cultivation of the soil, common sense 
should have prompted them to protect and multiply the in- 
dustrious classes, upon whom they must necessarily haTe 
leaned for the meany of su insistence. 

Although the Turks individually may possess honesty, 
honor, a love of truth, and of fair dealing — sterling quali- 
ties ever to be admired — yet they will ever be cursed for 
their bloody deeds as a nation, and for the terrible calami- 
ties they have brought upon some of the fairest countries 
t)f the globe. Their course has always been marked by 
ruin and devastation; prosperity has never followed in their 
footsteps; protection and security have never rested under 
the wings of their <j:overnment; and the countries they have 
subdued have never agirregately increased in wealth and 
resources under their guidance. 

Notwithstanding the bad administration of the criminal 
laws in this country, the cold-blooded deliberate murders of 
Europe appear unknown. Manslaughter is often commit- 
led in sudden passion during aa excited and leTengefuI 
Vol, L— 20 
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state of mint], but those deliberate assassinations which aw 
schemed and contrived days and weeks before they are pul 
into execution — horrible examples ot^ reckless depravity- 
are unknown in this land. Among the Rayahs or Greek 
fiubjects ol the Porte, who are much less courageous than 
the Turks, murders more frequently take })hice. Some 
time back, two Greeks murdered a woman and concealed 
her in a well on the old castle hill. One of the men fear- 
ing lest the other would bear witness against him, stabbed 
hull and threw the body iato a ditch. He was happily 
apprehended and executed. 

■ The infrequency of murder possibly arises from there 
being no public executions, w hich are generally considered 
calculated to harden the hearts and blunt the leelinas of the 
spectators without at all checking the lendeiK v to commit 
the crime. In this country, execution takes j>lace as soon 
as sentence is pronounced, and is carried into effect by the 
servants of the Pasha, who either force the criminal on his 
knees and take off his head with a short sword, or strangle 
him with a stick and a piece of cafi!;ijt. If it is a Turk» 
the body is exposed with the decapitated head under the 
arm; but if a Kay ah or Christian subject, the head is igno- 
miniously placed between the legs; but executions are very 
rare, except during some slate of political excitement. 
- Sept. 2d. — I was present this evening at a very gay ball 
given by a wealthy Greek, who is a snbject of King Otho, 
and therefore under consular protection. There are difier- 
ent sets and coteries in tlie society here as well as at Lon- 
don and Paris, and tlie tamiiies of some of the principal 
merchants \s ()uld on no account honor the mansion of t!ie 
worthy Greek, who was designated as aa upstart, with 
their presence. 

All the young ladies, many of whom wTre very pretty, 
were dressed in the European fashion; but many of those 
more advanced in years were in full Greek costume, look- 
ing very prim and stiif in their laced velvet jackets and 
wide^auze turbans. A band of musicians from Smyrna 
played remarkably well, and dancing was kept up with 
spirit until daylight: there was an abundance of ice and 
fruit, and tlie enteiiainment was altogether very stylish. It 
must be observed, tliat all these people are under consular 
protection, which they claim eitiier by descent or marriage; 
and some, it is said, manage to purchase it. In fact, the 

whole Fjmak quarter of ^mymA is uader Uie juxisdicuon 
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of the Enr(^an coimils, and die superior social end imal-* ^ 
leetual eondiUon of Its'inhebitanto, as contrasted w^h the 
rest of the town, afibrds « fine coaiBieni upon Ae two 
different systems of govemnient* 

Sept 3d. — ^In the course of a long raniMe this eTening, I 
encountered in a secluded field surrounded with trees and 
hedges, a large party of Greeks, who had assembled to- 
gether for dancing and amusement; diere were among them 
some very pretty girls Ijing at foil length on the grass with 
fiowers stuck in their hair; some more elderiy matfons^ in * 
the Greek jacket and tuiban, were seated on a bank eating 
grapes, and some of the young men were amusing them- 
selves with jumping, and singing on the grass below* The 
Greeks seem to be very fond of fetes, and out-of-door 
amusements; they love on festive occasions to congregate 
together in gardens, and eat Uieir frugal meal under the s£ule 
of the trees or by the side of the flowing stream* • ' 

The modem Greek language is the prevailing language 
among the Franks of Smyrna; it is the eenenl language of 
most of the young ladies of Boujah, and is very beautifiilt 
particularly soft and very musical. Most of the Levantine 
girls, however, speak Italian and French with peribct flu- 
ency, which is a great advantage to those travellers who 
come here ignorant of the Greek language* Many giils of 
English extraction, called English, and under the prelection 
of we British consul, cannot spcwk two sentences of the 
language; the general language of most of those calling 
themsMves English, is the modem Greek* * 

Sept. 8thd — A beautifol little English steamer has lately 
arrived hm, intended to ply between Constantinople and 
Smyrna; and after some delay and many conferences, we 
havjB mustered a large par^ of Syrian and Egyptian travel- 
ien, and have made a tempting offer to the captain to take 
us down to Syria and Egypt. His vessel is now advertised 
in the Smyrna Gaasette, for a grand and novel exeunion*" 

Sept* lOth^-<-4)ur party is now mustmd, and appears 
composed of tvaveBen from all parts of the worid; some 
are from Penb, some from Egypt, some firon America, and 
two have just artived from laverpool* 

There are some Englishmen going as Ar as Jaffa, in order 
that they may ride across the country while the steamer is 
lying off the coast and set one peep at Jemmikm, eontealtng 
themselves with a few noun' glance of <me of the most in- 
teresting countries under Uie son; and they will then go 
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home and talk with enthusiasm of their extensive travel*, 
and of ihc various countries which ihey have seen, with 
about as much advantage as it ihey ha4 wiiuesieU tbem in 

the exhibition of a panorama. 

Sept. 13th. — I rode into Smyrna at sunrise, to prepare 
for our departure, Avliich is to take place at mid-day. It 
was a lovely morning, and I looked with rco;ret for tlie last 
time upon the bewitchinf:,^ prospect tliat is presented to tlie 
eye on descending the steep eminence to tlie valley of iSt* 
Anne. 1 often regret that we have no fine range ot moun- 
tains in Kngiandi without them no scenery can be truly 
beautiful. 

The landlocked guif of Smyrna presents from every 
point of viev/ the appearance of a magnificent lake, and the 
beautiful mountains by which it is environed, the green fo- 
liage that extends along its shores, and the deep indigo blue 
of its waters in these doudlesa akiesy always aiObrd a most 
fascinating prospect. 

All fear of the plague is now over in Smyrna, and the 
pretty Greek and Levantine girls are seen lounging at the 
doors of the houses as usual* All these girls have an odd 
fashion of chewing mastick, a gum which is imported frorei 
the island of Scio. I at first Uiought it was India rubber, 
from the noise that it made when pressed between their 
teeth; it is said to give an odoriferous smell to the breath. 
The Smyrna, Frank and dreek girls are very pretty and 
very pleasing. 

The Rayahs or Greek subjects of the Porte, are very 
superstitious, and some of them very bigoted. Their pa- 
triarch is elected by the Greek bishops, whose choice is 
confirmed by the Sultan; the priests are allowed to marry, 
but bigamy is forbidden, and it is considered a disgraceful 
thing among the Greek laity to follow the example of the 
Turks by indulging in more than one wife. They admit 
no images in their churches, but pictures ad libitum, before 
which lamps are hung. Their priests wear three cornered 
caps, black cloaks, and very long beards, and are generally 
dirty ill-favored mBn$ and very ignorant. The liturgy of 
St. Chrysostom is used in their churches. The other day 
I witnessed a Greek funeral, which was very revolting, as 
the corpse was home dong on a bieff exposed to the gaxa 
of .the passeis by. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

DXPASmiS.— BAT or TCHBSMBH.— «AMOS. — SCIO. — DBL08. 

-«-0yKAv-*KAXO8.*-»CO8. EH0DE8. — STREET OF THB 

KBrXOHTS.— •CATHB]>RAL.^FORTIFICATIONS. — PILGRIMS.^ 

BZCmtSlON IN THE ISLAND. SCENERY. — ^DEPARTURE. 

. CTPRini.«—LABHBCA*»FAPHO0«— STATE OV CnrPRU8.-»LATB 
TROVBLBS. 

Non ego te, Dis et mcnsis accepta secundis, 

Tranaierim, Rhodia, et tamidu, Bomaste racemii. Georqios. 

Sept. 13th.— We got under way at mid-day, bound for 
the island of Rhodes, We passed a line English brig of 
war lying at anchor, and in a few hours we arrired at the 
entrance of the s trails of Scio. 

The broad expanse of water, and the distant mountains 
were brilliantly illuminated by the goldeu Jlush that spread 
along the western horizon. 

We were witl^iii a stone's throw of the Asiatic shore, 
darting rapidly along a line of dark perpendicular cliffs 
fringed with the white foam of the breakers. Aloft in the 
indentation of a barren parched mountain, stood a white 
Turkish village, surrounded by wild rocks and precipices, 
and further on, we passed the litde Bay of Tcliesmeh, cele- 
brated for the destruction of the Turkish llect during the 
night of the 7th and 8th of July 1770, by the Russians, who 
sent in two fire-ships commanded by Enghsh officers, and 
burnt the whole, amounting to twenty-four vessels, so that 
one only of sixty guns escaped the conllagration. Ship 
after ship exploded in the air, and the shotted guns, as the 
fire reached them, discharged their contents and beat down 
the houses. We could distinguish the green trees of the 
rich pianura of Scio backed by the bold blue mountains of 
Armista. 

From Scio is brought the mastick which the Levantine 
ladies are in the habit of chewing, it is obtained from the 
lenlisk, a small shrub, the rind of which is pierced in the 
month of August, from whence a gum distils, and at the ex- 
piiatiou of about a month after this puncture has been made, 
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the gum is gathered, refined, and exported to all parts of the 

Levant. I never think of the desolate, deserted aspect of 
this lovely island, which is now so saddening to the view, 
without calling to mind the accounts of its flourishing con- 
dition given by our early travellers. Sandys, when he 
visited the island in 1610, speaks of the merry Greek who 
would never let a holiday pass without some public meeting 
for rejoicing, ** where intermixed with women they dance 
out the day, and with full crownd cups enlejigthen their 

ioUitie tlie streets do almost all niglit long partake 

of their music The women celebrated of old for 

their beauties, yet carrie that same, I will not say, unde- 
servedly. They have their heads tricked out wiili tassels 
and flowers. The bodies of their gowns exceed not their 
arrae pits; from whence the skirts flow loosely fringed be- 
low; the upper shorter than the ueather of damasks or 
Btuffes less costly, according to their condition." 

The lofty blue land of Samos was seen in front, the 
island celebrated in ancient mythology as the birth-place of 
Juno, who is reported to have been born under a willow tree 
close to the river Imbrasius, and famous in authentic history 
as the birth-place of Pythagoras. The island is not more 
than a quarter of a mile distant from the continent of Asia, 
and is now almost entirely deserted and dpsolate. 

Sept. 14th. — At sunrise we were oflf the sharp rocks of 
the island of Delos, which according to the ancients once 
floated upon the bosom of the waters and was at last firmly 
fixed by Jupiter. The oracles of this island were once very 
celebrated, but their reputation is said to have declined about 
the time of the birth of our Saviour. Sandys makes a 
happy conjecture on a story of Plutarch's concerning the 
decline of oracles about that period. Plutarche reports 
from the mouth of one Epitherses, who had been his 
school-maister, that he imbarking from Italy, and one eue- 
ning being becalmed, they sodainly heard a voice from the 
shore calling to one Thanius, a pilot, who till the third call 
would not answer. Then, (quoth the voyce,) when thou 
art come to the Falodes proclaim it aloud that the great 
Pan is dead. All in the ship were amazed when they 
heard this. When drawing neare to the aforesaid place, 
Thamus standing on the poupe of the ship did vtter what 
was formerly commanded, forthwith there was heard a 
great bmentation, accompanied with grones and skreeches. 
This coming to the kuowledge of Tiberius C«sar— hee 
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sent for Thimiis who Miooehfld tfao Iralh Ibeieof. Which 
declared the death of Christ the great shepherd and sab* 
jector of Satao, who had now no longer power to abuse the 



In a ahort time we east anchor at Syra, whm we were 
eurrounded by ciowds of people, who were astonished 
and amused at the si^t of a steamert and were apparently 
quite confounded when th^ saw us letting off the steam. 
The British consul and sevml of the inhalntanta put off in 
boats to speak with us ; not the slightest communication 
was attowed with the shore as we were dl in quarantine. 
After leaving letlerst dec, we took our departure for the 
island of Nazos, The weather was lovely, we had a large 
awning stretehed over the deck, which shaded us from the 
sun, from under which we could agreeably survey the calm 
still expanse of water and the blue rocky shores of the 
ferent islands. 

At four o'clock in the evening we nn dose alongside the 
beautiful shores of the island of Naxos, the largest of the 
Cydades; die coast is very bold and lofty, find irregular 
precipitous rocks in many places hem in the shore. Naxia» 
the capital of the island, is beautifally situated on an emi- 
nence by the sea«side on the western coast; the old Vene- 
tian wails so bravely defended against the Turks still exist, 
and the scenery from the eminences in the vicinity of the 
place is most lovdy. The site of the old town is to the 
north of the castle; ther^ are the ruins of an aqueduct and 
some substructions of masonry. The celebrated fountain 
of Ariadne is still pointed out near the sea-side; it is merely 
a scanty rill of water. 

On a rock within a stone's throw of the main land,- near 
this fountain of Ariadne, are the ruins of the temple of Bao* 
draSf conswting of a part of the foundations of a building, 
and of the architrave of a gateway of white marble. A 
bridge is sdd to have united wis small rocky island to the 
main land, aeroes which was carried an aqueduct conveying 
water used by the priests in the sacred offices of the temple. 
Some fine statues are said to have been found hers. One 
of our friends, who spent some time in the early part of the 
snmmer on the island, describes the Greek girls a? ppssessi^ 
ing coDsideraUe beau^, they are fond of pulling artificial 
wwm in Iheur hair, and soma of them tend the flocks 
and goats upon the mountains, but they aie very shy and 
very wild. 
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There is a very high moiinlain called Dia or Zia in the 
interior, in which is a beautiiul proito of white marble, re- 
^rdcd ns a very sacred spot hy the inhabitants, from some 
Uadilionary legends concerning it; the hills are generally 
covered with arbutuses, lenlisks, and dwarf shrubs; there 
are some figs grown npon llie island, and there are some 
vineyards, but the inhabilants seem generally very poor. 
The €hepherds are a wild race of men, clothed in sheep 
skins, and the principal wealth of the inhabitants seems to 
consist in their flocks. 

At sunset the sarrounding scenery was most lovely, tlie 
water was perfectly still and motionless, the numerous rocky 
islands around us were linked with a soft purple, and the 
sea all along the wosiern horizon, as the sun sank into the 
bed of waters, wa» ilushed with a bright golden luie. 

Sept. 15th, six, a. m. — Magnificent sunrise ! We are . 
surrounded by islands with bold mountainous shores; and 
through the rocky headlands we can see the main land. 
We passed the gulf of Cos, and saw in the distance the 
lofty blue mountains of Rhodes. It was perfectly calm, and 
the steamer cleft her way beautifully through the still waters; 
while here and there an unfortunate sailinof vessel was lying 
motionless with her sails flapping against the mast. We 
brought a large store of water melons and pomegranates, the 
cool juices of which were delicious during the heat, which, 
we found sensibly to increase as we got farther south. 

We ran close along the shores of Rhodes, past a beauti- 
ful valley sprinkled with houses surrounded by groves, and 
over a narrow spit of land stretching out into the sea; we 
shortly saw the windmills and towers of the town. 

Three, p. m. — We cast anchor in the great harbor, wliieh 
is surrounded by fortifications and lofty walls. On our right 
was a fine large square tower, and in the walls a richly orna- 
mented Gothic gateway; behind the walls rose a few tall 
palm-trees and slender minarets, which, with the heavy- 
architecture of the middle ages around, presented a very 
striking scene. In about half an hour we were allowed to 
land, and, accompanied by a Jew, the dragoman of the Eng- 
lish consnl, we passed along the quay and entered a 
covered bazaar, on each side of which were bakers' shops 
and coflfee-houses, in one of which I found an old acquaint- 
ance, the sailor of a Hydriote vessel in which some time 
before I had taken a passage for Rhodes, but changed my 
mind and deserted het, luckily enough, for the captain hav- 
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iog a vast many dailan on board had abitfaeled the doUut 
and sunk the ahipt preiending that she was lost, cargo and 
all; be was, however, dlsoovered, and the sailor told me 
was then lying in prison under sentence of death* He waa 
a fine, handsome young fellow, and 1 was very sorry to 
hear of his sad fate. 

Passing through an old gateway, we entered a delicious 
area shaded by large plane trees and refreshed by a .foun* 
tain. , At the end rose a heavy bailding of the mixed archi- 
tecture of the middle ages, and, passing on, we entered the 
principal street, existing just as it was in the time of the 
kniffhts, well paved wiSi very small stones, and bordered 
by Tow gloomy stone^houses, over the doors of which, let 
into the walls, were the coats of arms of the knights on 
white marble shields, containing among them the arms of 
many of the principal faqnilies of Europe. Not a soul was 
in the streets besides ourselves, which had a most gloomy 
appearance, there being very few windows looking into it, 
and these were surrounded by Turkish lattices. At the 
top is the ancient cathedral, now turned into a mosque* II 
presents little architectural beauty, and the interior consists 
simply of a vaulted hall, supported by white-washed columns. 
Beyond, we came upon the strong and loffy^ battlements 
erected by the knights. Below was a deep fosse, and we 
passed through numerous gates guarded by Turkish soldien 
to the subui£ outside the town. From hence, the deep 
blue of the sea, the bold mountainous coast of Asia Minor, 
the town, the minarets, the fantastic windmills, and a few 
aeattered palm-trees, with their long fantastic leaves, pre- 
sented a lovely and perfect oriental landscape. We went 
down to the small port, and were pointed out the spot where 
the celebrated Colossus is supposed to have stood. Here 
large Uocks of stone, fallen Ikom their places, are seen Lying 
in the waves below. 

Along the shore were encamped a crowd of pilgrims just 
returned from Mecca, all dressed alike, in the most misera* 
Ue and unsightly garments; some were lying on mats 
around fires, and others were cooking beans for supper; 
they were going to Tunis. 

We were hospitably entertained by the British consul, 
whose friends fiocked in to see us; his wife is a handsome 
Greek, who speaks Italian fluently, and there were some 
girls who spoke French. Most of the Levantines speak 
Siiee languages, Greek, French, and Italian! Sweetmeats 
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were handed round, followed by trays covered with glasses 
of cold water. The consul's Greek wife did the honors 
with great grace; in fact, all the Greek ladies are pleasing 
and Mylike in tlieir manners. 

Returning to the vessel at night, we lost our way, and, 
ator rowing about in all directions amid rocks and fortifica- 
tions, we were obliged to put back for a waterman to assist 
US in finding the steamer, in which we were at last soc- 
eessful. 

Sept. IBih. — We left the vessel at sunrise, and, passing 
through the quays and the bazaar, we halted under a larfje 
wide-spreading plane tree for some horses and mules, 
which were soon brought us to mount. Riding tliroiigh 
the town, we followed a wild romantic path along the sea- 
shore, overhung by huge threatening rocks, and strewed 
with large fragments of stone which had tumbled from 
above. Across the waters of a beautiful bay rose a line of 
majestic mountains, to the summit of one of which wc were 
about to ascend, where are some ruins, perhaps of the an- 
cient lalysus. The scenery was very rich, and reminded 
me of Sicily. Enormous hedges of the cactus, or Indian 
fig, bordered the road, which wound through a rich valley, 
and continued gardens filled with the pomegranate, the 
ornnn-e, the citron, and ripe almonds. We pinked figs from 
tlie branches of the fipr^rees that hnng over tlic path, and 
made prize of delicious s:rapes from the baskets of fruit 
borne on the backs of donkeys into the city for sale. Seve- 
ral square flat-roofed stone-houses, of tlie same style of 
architecture as the Iiouses of the knights of Rhodes, and 
doubtless of the same date, were scattered about the piainy 
and surronnded by gardens. 

We ascended a lofty mountain thickly clothed with tlie 
dwarf oak, then tlirongh groves of jjlane trees and the Va- 
lonea oak. We left the mules at a tbuntain, and proceeded 
on foot to the summit. Passing through a ruined gaie in 
some raoulderintr walls, we entered a long area, on the 
highest part of which are the rums of a church, surrounded 
by two or three Valonea oaks, from whence we enjoyed a 
magnificent view over the island, the town of Rhodes, and 
the opposite coast of Asia Minor. The day was lovely, 
the sky of the deepest blue, and the splendor of the sun 
dazzimg, but the heat was tempered by a refreshing eoolr 
ness. 

The deamess of the atmo8jihere» the blaze of light 
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spread over the vnst landscnpe below, the distant bold rocky 
' snores seen with a remarkable clearness and distinctness, 
every indentation in the mountabi to the very trees and 
shrubs nrrou ing upon the rocks, and the softness of the co- 
loring, free from that cold bine vapor which hancrs o\cr a 
"landscape when seen from a great elevation in England, al- 
together presented a scene of grandeur and beauty which, 
were the iiatnral features of the landscape the same, could 
never be equalled in nn English climate, 01 SO norttieu a 
latitude, wliere tiie sun gives far less light. 

In our excursion we were accompanied by a large Eng- 
lish bull-dog, vi^hicb belonged to one of cur party; as we 
passed a pretty collage, the ferocious benst made a rush at a 
very fat pel ram which belonged to the inmates, decorated 
with blue nband, beads, and shells, and seized it by the leg; 
the ram was very strong, it broke loose from the rope with 
which it was tied, and a fierce struggle commenced between 
the parties; the inmates of the cottage aghast willi horror, 
screamed and shouted, and a very nice looking girl wept 
most bitterly. We jumped off our horses, and the dog 
after some difficulty was seized, but still kept a most deter- 
mined hold upon the leg of the poor ram, which we were 
afraid was broken; the dog was held by three of us, and it 
was only when the tip of his tail had been almost bitten off, 
that the savage brute relaxed his hold. The astonishment 
of the poor Rhodians was great; never had they seen such a 
monster before, and great was the terror excited by his savage 
appearance. The poor lamb was very lame and wild with 
terror; but his leg appeared not to have been broken, and 
after paying liie price of the animal, we made peace with 
ihe cottagers, and continued onr journey. 
. This part of the island of Rhodes is certainly most beau- 
tiful; the soil appears to be amazingly fertile, and in no 
part of the Turkish dominions hitherto have I seen so plea- 
sant and luxuriant a district, nor a population scattered about 
in single detached houses surrounded by green trees, such 
as is seen here. These tenements are vastly superior to 
the usual dwellings of the rustic population in the Turkish 
dominions, being built solidly and of stone ; tliey seem, 
from their construction, to be the work of the Khodiaas es% 
the island fell into the hands of the Turks. 

We halted at one of these stone houses, and dismounting 
from onr horses, entered a pleasant garden, and seating onr- 

selyes uodei the shade oi some trees, we were regaled with 
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grapes, and bread by the inmatee, and a pfood looking 
strong hcaliliy g-irl brought us a fine pitcher full of cool 
clear w aier ; tlie people were Christians, as also^are almost 
the whole rural population of the island. 

From our agreeable retreat we gazed on the deep blue of 
the sea, rulHed by the light cool trembling breeze which 
played upon the surface of the water ; on the distant bold 
inonntainous coast of Asia; and listened to the surging 
noise of the swell as it broke at intervals upon the rugged 
rocks along the shore. 

Wheji we survey the extreme beauty of a landscape like 
this, the sparkling waters glittering in the bright cheering 
sunbeam, and feel the luxury of shade and rest as contrasted 
with the lieat and discomtort of active exertion, we can 
hardly feel surprised that people of southern climes, inde- 
pendentof the bad government which cratnps their energies, 
should feel less inclined to active industry than the inhabi- 
tants of the north. Here n man may be perfectly happy in 
siitmg still by the hour togetlier, and looking at the bright 
sunny landscape, and listening to the chirping of the nume- 
rous insects, wliile in England, there are but few days out 
of the year in which an idle person does not feel depressed 
by the sombre and leaden aspect of the skies, and the chill 
damp wind, which sends a shivering :i<?ue fit through his 
bones ; he feels more in want of excitement and chance ; 
he seeks for objects to divert his thoughts, and (or occupa« 
tion to employ his mind. 

We eoniiuued our journey along this beautiful coast, and 
in another hour we reached the towers and fortillcaiions of 
the city of Rhodes, and saw the tall slender palms waving 
above them. On entering the gateway we found that the 
bull dog was missing, and were apprehensive that some 
other sad disaster had happened. We immediately caused 
proclamation to be made that a handsome reward would be 
given to any individual who would produce him, and several 
active young Rhodians immediately set off into the country 
in quest of the animal. 

We again made the circuit of this interesting town, and 
were shown the ancient hospital of the Knights, which 13 
now converted into a public granary, and the ruins of the 
palace of the Grand Masters. We penetrated through nar- 
row streets, winding staircases, througli empty courts, and 
along the bases of lofty walls. In a little chapel of the 
Christians I saw a large collactioQ oi skuUs, before wiiidi 
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were placed wme wax tapers. This town appears veiy 
extopaive, and is certainly most interesting; it has scarce]/ 
been touched ; nothing has been done to it by the Turks,^ 
end it appears in the same state as when first taken by Soli- 
Eian from the small but valiant band of knights thai defended 
it. Narrow winding vaulted passages, apparently esii* 
stracled for defence, lead from one street to the other; tbo 
houses are low, and built of a hard petrified stOM with an 
irregular surface. We descended through passages and 
down staircases to a large mosque, sluided by trees and 
lefireshed by the falling water from numerous fountains^ 
Around it extended a large open space filled with pictoresque 
groups, two or three horsemen, and some Christian females. 

Proceeding for nearly a mile through narrow silent streets, 
apparently deserted of their inhabitants, and along narrow 
raised causeways on each side of them, resembling in 
appearance those in the excavated streets of Pompeii, we 
came to a stupendous fortification, presenting the loftiest 
and most magnificent face of stonewall I ever saw, bordered 
by a ditch, and the ramparts on the top were defended by 
cannon, 'i'his fortress extends along the extreme southern 
end of the town, and appears far to surpass any other ot the 
works of the knights in the place. We were stopped at a 
gateway having a figure of the Virgin Mary sculptured in 
high relief over it, and were allowed to proceed no farther. 

In a rourt-yard by the side of p well overshadowed by a 
fig tree, w c ^aw part ot ll>e shaft of a beautiful column of 
cipoUino, and in other nooks and corners several antique 
marbles of great beauty, the tops of them being adorned 
with festoons of vine branches raslened to goals' heads. 
Some Turkish women came to the doois of the houses, 
wondering what we could want pokiriix about their courts, 
find several very beautiful ehildreti were playing in the 
court-yards. In several of these liouses we observed pet 
rams, with rnagnihcent eurvin^ horns. In the midst of our 
researrhes we nearly frightened some of tfie children into 
fits, who appeared, from iheir wild terror, never beibre ia 
their lives to have seen so many strange people in hats. 

The ancient city of Uliodes, whieii stood on this spot, 
was a very famous place, and is said to liave l)een bnih by 
Hippodamus of Miletus, the architect wliom the Athenians 
employed in building the Piraeus; it was celebrated for it« 
stalely buildings, its straight and broad streets, its ave- 
oues, groves, and squareSf its numerous heaUiea temples 
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each containing immense treasures. In the Dionysian, or 
Temple of Bacchus, was a statue of Fhito of maiBj 
gold. According to Pliny, there were io his time three 
thousand statues in the city of Rhodes; and it ia staled 
by Aristides, that more valuahle statues and pictures eX" 
isted in this city than io all the other cities of Greece* 
Io the time of the Romans, it was famous for its study 
of the sciences and its school of literature, and it is bj 
•Oine writers made equal even to Athens herself.* 

All hough a mere apeck upon the waters, this little 
island has occnpied a promtneni position in history. Ae» 
corfiing to the fables of the ancient poets, it was raised 
by Jupiter fro^n the sea, and was anciently sacred <lo the 
SQii,t ^nd its climate was so beautiful, that the sun was 
never obscured fur an hour together.^ Its fleets at one 
period swept the seas, its harbors were filled with ship- 
pin;;, and its commerce extended to every part of the 
Mediterranean* The ddiciousness of the climate and the 
fertility of the soil, which produced delicious fruila and 
wines, gave rise to a fable, embellished by the poets, 
of the golden showers which were said to have fallen 
upon It, Its wines were of so exquisite a flavor, that 
they were used chiefly in sacrifices, and were tbonghl 
too good for mortals.^ 

In the time of Homer, the ii^land of Rhodes had three 
cities, Lindus, Camyrus, and lalysus, founded, according 
to Herodotus, by the daughters of Danaus, who landed on 
this island after putting to death the sons of ^gyptns, 
their husbands, lu the ciiy of Lindus was a magni- 
ficent temple, built, according to Plutarch, in honor of 
Minerva, among the mine of which a magniflcent statue 
was foiind and removed to Constantinople. Upon this 
little petty spot, according to Strabo, existed three re- 
publics, perfecdy independent of each other, and governed 
by their own laws, who at last eongregated together in the 
eity of Rhodes. 

For many ages tlie Rhodians were sovereigns of the sea^ 
and their maritime code of laws was the standard by which 

» Plmy, ii. G i7. ^ Dio Chrysoetom. 

t ^ Toque ciomu» ver^ SoliA» oui Iota lacrata ea.'* ManiUus, 

iv. 

I Rhodi nunquam tanta nabiU obdaci, ut M aliqu& horl^ sol oar* 
■tCor.*' PIiay,lib.tiefaajp.61 
«.Gsoifici,lib.iL 
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ail naval affairs were adjaeled; and so sdmirably were they 
framed, that they weie afterwards incorporated in the Ro- 
man pandects, and obaer?ed in all the provinces of the 
Roman empire. 

The government was monarchical, and several kin^ are 
said to have reigned in the island previous to the Trojan 
war* Diagoras the Second, the last of these Ivinga, proved 
the conqueror in the Olympic, Isthmian, Nemasan, and 
Argive games. On his death some extraordinary revolu- 
tion seems to have taken place, and we shortly find a rc> 

Sublican form of government established, during which the 
thodians planted the colony of Rhodes in Spain, and others 
in different parts of the Mediterranean. They delivered 
themselves up without opposition to Alexander the Great, 
but on his death expelled the Macedonian garrison. They 
subsequently bravely defended themselves against Antigonus 
and Demetrius. Their defence against the unprincipled 
attack of the latter was most noble; they burnt his military 
engines, repulsed three desperate assaults, and in the last 
furious assault they not only repelled the enemy, but broke 
into the very centre of his battalion, killed both the com- 
manders, and of the whole force not a man escaped being 
killed or taken prisoner. The besieging army of 35,000 
men then retreated from before the city, and after the siege 
had lasted a year, Demetrius retired and concluded a peace, 
B. C. 30a« 

The nexi war was with the Byzantines, which termi» 
sated, it is said, about the same time that the celebrated 
Colossus was thrown down by the earthquake in the year 
B« C 203. The Rhodians formed an alliance with the Ro- 
mans, and they subsequently enjoyed their liberties while 
nil the other states of GSreeee were brought under the Ro* 
man yoke. In the civil war between Caesar and Pompey, 
they assisted the Utter with a numerous fleet. After the 
death of Pompey, however, siding with C»sar, they were 
besieged by Caius Cassius, and a naval engagement was 
iiMight which is said to have been the first battle at aea in 
which the Rhodians were defeated* Cassius took posses- 
ai#nof the town, and the immense amount of booty that he 
extorted from the place proves that the Inhabitants muit 
kave been very wealthy, and have long existed in a pro^ 
parous condition* After stripping the town of every spe- 
ties of furniture and* property that he could lay his hands 
on, he is said lo have o tiered a reward to any person who 
woold discover concealed treasure, and by this means he 
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the city. 

After Tarions chan^ and resolutions, sometimes acquir* 
ing their liberties and sometimes being deprived of them, 
the island became a Roman province and was governed by 
a Roman praetor. With the rest of the empire it passed 
under the sway of the emperors of Constantinople, and in 
the twelfth year of the reign of the Emperor Constans, it 
was captured by the Saracens under ihe command of Moaw- 
yah; it was, however, recovered by the Greek emperors, 
and after passing successively into the hands of Baldwin 
and Ducas, it was conquered by the knighls of St. John, by 
whom it was most valiantly defended for a long time against 
the Turks. They made a successful and courageous de- 
fence against Mahomet the Second. In the great siege of 
1522 formed by Soliman, it is said that an army of 300,000 
was collected against it; (one half would doubdess be much 
nearer the truth;) the knights made a most valiant defence, 
and were at last destroyed rather than vanquished. ** Soli- 
man could not enter the town without wading through the 
blood of his soldiers; and in it he found nothing but iieapa 
df ruins defended by a small company of knighls." 

Six, p. M. — Wc received intelligence that the steamer 
was prepared to start hot the bull dog was not forilicoming, 
and wc vowed he should not be left behind. Messengers 
had been despatched in every direction, and the reward that 
had been offered proved at last successful, for in about half 
mn hour tlie sulien animal was seen tied up with a rope 
being dragged along in the hands of two stout Khodian 
peasants. We immediately walked down the quays and 
- embarked. Tliese quays and the shores of this harbor pre- 
sent a very did'erent aspect from that which they must have 
presented wlien Klioiles was at the height of its prosperity, 
when shif)s i'rom every nation crowded its port, and its 
quays w^erc loaded with merchandise. Two or three mise- 
rable Greek fishing boats and a lew felurcas are the only 
vessels that are now seen upon these waters. When we 
k)ok at the dimensions of this port, which is spoken of as 
affording commodious shelter to lleets and ships of every 
size, one is inclined to smile at the contrast between our 
fleets of the present day and the pigmy vessels of times ^ 
past. The Brilisli Mediterranean squadron would find it a 
hard matter to obtain shelter within tfic narrow circumfe^ 

rence the present harbor^ in fact there is not depth, ol 
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water enoiiofh for a ship of tlie line to get in. The en* 
trance is deiended by two large square lowers, constructed 
by the grand masters, called the towers of St. John and St. 
Michael; llie magniticent tower un ilie northern side of the 
port rises grandly and glodmily lo ihe JieiglU of 180 feet. 
There is something powerfully iniere^iing in these mab^jive 
venerable fortifications of tiie middle ajj^es, which resisted 
BO lonjOf the fierce onslaughts of the Turks, and which were 
defeiuled so bravely by the ii lie hand of 600 knights and 
4,500 soldiers with the armed infiahiiaiits under the com- 
mand of llie venerable Villiers de I' Isle Adam, their Grand 
Master. Around the.se towers and fortifications were col- 
lected the four hundred vessels of Soliman carrying 140,000 
trained soldiers, aiul 60,000 peasanis of Servia and Wal- 
lachia, and from Ihese walls the tierce Jannissarirs were 
again and again beaten back until they at last refused to 
Aey their generals. 

From this harbor too, after the termination of the siege 
by an honorable capitulation, the great captain, the venera- 
ble Villiers de Tisie Adain, sailed with im sinail remaiuing 
band lo iMalia. 

This old man was visited by Sultan Soliman after the 
defence he had made, and that haughty eoiuiueror on bid- 
ding adieu to him, is reported lo have said to those around 
him, ** It troubles me mucli that I am obli'red to cause liiia 
aged Christian to quit liis house at his time of life." 

Seven, p. m. — We got under way; there was a heavy 
swell Irom the southward, but the night was lovely, and the 
water as it was thrown from the paddle-wheels giuiered 
Wilh sparkling iiery coruscations. 

Sept. 17th. — Distant view of the coast of A<*ia Minor; 
broad expanse of sea to the southward, free frojn ishinds, 
and a heavy swell rolling up; a few birds are seen skim- 
minor alonjr the surface of the water. Distant mountainous 
land was seen all day h)ng in the north. Our gallant little 
vessel ph)u^hs swiftly through the waves. What a grand 
and noble monument of human skill and ingenuity is a steam 
vessel — time and space seem annihilated! Whilst we sit 
quietly reading and talking, we are in iweniy-four hours 
wafted imperceptibly over two huudred miles of the eartli's 
aurface! 

Sept. 18lh, six, A. M. — We are clo^e off the western 
•bore of Cyprus, a liiie bold coasU we passed the site of 
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Palaepapiios, or Old P:iphos, where Venus is snid to have 
first appe iretl wlwn slie was lormed oul of ihe froth of ;he 
se:!*, a spot in ancit iii times particularly sacred to thai frod- 
dess; 'Mid afterwards Bad'o, the ancient Faphos, u lie re 
stood the anrieru Temple of Venus. Some lew remaaali 
of which are suii to be seea ia the vicioity. 

Ip«a Papham sn1>^imi«; nhtt, sTf7c9f|nc revisit 
Lrcta Buas ubi tumpium lili cenlumquc S.ib»o 
Thure caieut are, scrtifique recenUbua baliuiU JBm. u 

We rnunfleil a bold promontory, and passed down ihe 
sonili J?itie ot liie island. The f^hnres \v( re bordered by 
while dirt's backed by hold mountains, which here and there 
receded, leavino^ a narrow vallev between them and the sea: 
here and there a solitary house whs seen, s ume lew trees, 
and a scanty vegetation. After doubliiiL'^ Cape Cavallo, and 
Cape (^htii, we entered the ^ulf ot Larneca and cast anchor 
at Larneca, a town very oriental in appearnnee. Along the 
shore were numerous open cafes, filled with turbaned peo- 
ple with pipes in their hands, and Greeks in scarlet caps; 
some tall minarets rose above the houses; backed by uume- 
rous wide spreading pnlin trees. 

Crowds colltcied on shore, and numerous parlies put off 
in boats, to ex mi me the rnre phenomenon of a steamer, 
tesiiiviii^^ ide li\ eliest asiamshmeut at the great noise made 
by tlie escape ol liie steam. 

Here reside the European consuls, and merchants. 

In Cyprus, we have another instance of the wilhering^ 
and bliirhtincr effect of Turkish despotism, lu ils present 
decayed and wasted stale, we recognise no longer tiie fer- 
tility and product! ve!iess of ancient times. The famous 
copper mines, foriiu rly so productive, and the mines of goltl, 
are now no longer known; the emeralds, the ja'^[)ers, and 
amethysts are found no more, and the fine marble quarries 
arc abandoned. Under the Venetians, 30,000 l)ales of cot- 
ton were exported annually; the quantity now amounts to 
scarcely more than 3000. Corn, which was formerly ex- 
ported to so great an extent, now scar el y suffices for the 
miserable population; the large plantations of the sugar 
eaae, cultivated by the VeueiianSy have now decayed, and 

* Ilia Papham goaait de quo tenet inR^dn nomen. 
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the culture of the coflee-plant, iiuroduced by them, is aban* 
doned. 

In the vicinity of I.arneca are some remains of ancient 
cisterns and resn voirs, but the aiuiquiiies on the island are 
very scanty. Ctmi is suppos^ed lo occupy ilie site of Ci- 
tium, where Cimon died in his expeiliiion against Egypt; 
and the liamlei of Baflb to be ihe site of ancient Paphos. 
In different spots are seen fine groves of uiulberry trees. 
The cultivation of silk, is still consuierable, and the carob 
tree still proiluces its long fruit-pods. In the viciiiiiy of 
Larneca, great quamiiiesj ot* fine vegetables, raclislics, cauli- 
flowers, lettuces, &c., are grown; and at the foot of the 
mountains of the H«>ly Cross, formerly Mount Ulyinpus, 
opium and a small quanlily of cochineal are siili cultivijicd. 

The population of the island is now very scanty, and the 
climate in many parts very insalubrious. The town of Fa- 
magousta, a long clay's journey from Larneca, is seated in 
a fine plain between two promontories; it jmssesses a large 
harbor, which is rendered very secure by some high rocks 
at its entrance, winch break the force of the waves. Ni- 
cosia, another long day's journey iiotn l^arneca, across the 
mountains in the interior, was formerly a most beautiful 
city, but has been sadly defaced by the Turks; it is now in 
a ruinous and neglected slate. 

The various mineral and vegetable productions, for which 
this island was anciently so celebrated, are now entirely 
neglected, and its numerous advantages disregarded. 

The Cyprian wine, however, is still celebrated, and the 
custom ol iilhng a vessel with wine and stopping it up when 
a child is born, to be leli linioucUed until the same child is 
married, still prevails. The climate, on the northern side 
of the island, which is thvided by a chain of mountains fVom 
the souiIk 1 11, is said to be much cooler in summer, in fact 
quite another climate, so that many mdividuals emigrate 
there during the great heat. 

The capture of this fair island from the Venetians was 
marked jby an atrocious act of brutality and perfidy on the 
part of the 'l\irks. After sustaining six assaults, and ex- 
periencing the ravages of 50,000 shells thrown among the 
garrison, the Venetian commander capitulated on honorable 
terms, by which he was to leave the island with his follow- 
ers m safety, Aug;List l?t, 1571. Going to the tentof Mus- 
tapha, the General of Selim, to take leave, the barbarian 
ordered him to be seized, skinned alifei and then impaled; 
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and his skin, staffed with straw, was hang to the yard-arm 

of a galley! 

Under the Turkish goTefnment the inhibitants have been 
constantly oppressed, and the population and the resources 
of the country have as conatantly declined. In 1822, the 
fanatic Mussuloien, unrestrained by their ralers, massacred 
and committed Uie moat frightfal ravagea on the Greeks, in 
revenj^, as it should seem, for Uie revoH that had taken 
place in the Morea. In July and August, at Paphos, Ama- 
thout, and Famagouatay more than 25,000 Ghfiatians, it ie 
said, fell by the hands of the Tuikbh soldien. Seventy* 
four villages, containing a population of 18,000 Christiana* 
were destroyed; old men and married women massaeted, 
children under four years were thrown into the sea, and 
the rest were sohl for sieves. 

In a district forty leagues in extent, the chorehea and 
monasteries were destroyed, and the prieats and monks re* 
eeived the erown of martyrdom perishing in torments. 
One portion of the island, tuowever, being occupied by the 
troopis of Mohammed AH, remained tranquil, and the Irvee 
and property of the Inhabitants wero preserved under th^ 
protection. The safety of the Franks, too, it was said, 
was only preserved by the presence of the Egyptian araiy. 
Cyprus, like the rest of the Ottoman dommions, is gradn* 
ally declining. It has never been in the hands of the 
Turks what it was before they took it, and will never be 
what It has been, until it ^ain falls into the hands of 
Europeans. 

The sunset this evening was most magnificent, a deep 
crimson flush extended alon^ the western horixon, against 
which the palm trees, the mmarets, and the buildings of the 
town, stoo<l out In striking relief. 

Nine, p.m.— > We got under way; numerous boats, fiNed 
with picturesque costumes, crowded round to see us depart. 
The stars were brilliant, and not a breath of air moved upon 
ihe surface of the water. 
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